NORWELL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

September 17, 2013 @ 7:00 PM - Room 112

MINUTES
ATTENDANCE: Bob Woodill, Lori Hillstrand, Ron Mott, David Osborne, Bruce Humphrey, Bill Grafton and Marynel Halatsis.

Conservation Agent: Nancy Hemingway 

AGENDA ACCEPTANCE

Motion: Bruce Humphrey moved to accept the agenda as written.

Second: Lori Hillstrand 


In Favor:  All
7:00PM: COMMISSION BUSINESS  

                Executive Session

SCHEDULED DISCUSSIONS

· Commission Priority Projects, Land Management

Nancy Hemingway gave update – She along with Bob Woodill and David Osborne and the senior workers did some preliminary clearings for work on the dock. 

Senior workers are getting fall trails done: Jacob’s is finished, both Cuffey and Hatch are almost completed. Bob Woodill mentioned that weeds should be removed in front of stonewall at Jacob’s Farm parking lot.

· Commission Regulatory Housekeeping

Nancy Hemingway said this is the proposed conversion to a single form, for the local bylaw, rather than the current 6 different forms.

· Final Settlement Signatures (Dirubbo)
Nancy Hemingway said that the form is in member’s packets. 

David Osborne said that the Commission should denote the type of fencing on the third parcel, location and required plaques to protect the wetland. Nancy Hemingway suggested writing any changes in the OOC. The settlement will be modified and signed before returning to Town Counsel.

· Micro information sessions - 15-20 min. – Nancy Hemingway would like a way to bring

updated information, regulatory and otherwise, to the Commissioners in a format that is readily accessible. New information on stormwater is available and she suggested having someone come to a meeting for discussion of the new stormwater technology. Marynel Halatsis suggested presenting the information before the scheduled meeting.  

SUB-COMMITTEE UPDATES 

Open Space & Recreation – Marynel Halatsis will present information once she is able to 

regroup with Bill Grafton. 

Pathways – Bob Woodill said that the Pathways Committee meets tomorrow – 9/18/13. 

Trail/Signage – Bob Woodill said that by Friday, Dorothy Collins would have the application at South Shore VoTech to build the kiosks.

Farming/Licensing -

Whittaker Farm License –Mr. Whitaker has not signed. This will be tabled until the 10/1/13 meeting.

Hornstra Farm – 2013/2014 Plan Report – 

Mr. John Hornstra distributed his 2012 and 2013 farm plan. Jacob’s Lane fields have been a work-in-progress.  He suggested mowing fields twice per year with someone designated to maintain the walls.

Mr. Hornstra won the Greener Pastures of MA award presented by the Governor at the Big E. He will be having a farm stand beginning January and it will be a year round stand. 

Motion: Lori Hillstrand moved that Mr. Hornstra be absolved from maintaining the farm walls in exchange for mowing the fields twice per year. 

Second: Bob Woodill 


In Favor:  All

Bee Keeping License –

Luke Lambert had concerns about original draft. This was discussed and modified. No signature yet.

Motion: Ron Mott moved to continue until we hear from Mr. Lambert.

Second: Bruce Humphrey  

In Favor:  All




 CPC - Coordinating Land Trust on CR’s (Legal Requirements/Process)

Nancy Hemingway will contact Scott MacFadden as to status of required paperwork. He will email an estimate of the work.  David Osborne said that there is now a Purchase & Sale for Masthead Lane. The Selectmen offered $600k for the Simon Hill property. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Bills:  $517 – John Chessia/George Rd, $188 – ABC & Norwell Hardware, $474 – John Chessia/Queen Anne’s Lane.

Motion:  Ron Mott moved to pay the bills.

Second: Bruce Humphrey 

In Favor:  All

Minutes:

Motion: Bob Woodill moved to table minutes to the next meeting.

Second: Bill Grafton 


In Favor:  All
8:00PM:         PUBLIC HEARINGS LEGAL DOCUMENTS/VOTES 

***Legal Documents/Votes

***Minor Amendments, Reviews, COC’s

***Requests for Determination

***Notices of Intent

***Enforcements/ Violations

11 Leonard Lane / SE52-1011 / Septic Repair                                                         COC

Applicant: Janice Comeau / Representative: Brendan Sullivan, Cavanaro Consulting 
Present: Janice Comeau

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway said that septic had been put in with a series of raised gardens put in by Janice Comeau. She recommends approval.

Motion: Ron Mott moved to accept the COC for 11 Leonard Lane.

Second: Bruce Humphrey 

In Favor:  All

427 & 435 Main Street/SE52-1032/Wetland Line Delineation Confirmation         ANRAD (cont.) 

Applicant: Russell Campanelli / Representative: Brad McKenzie, McKenzie Engineering 

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway said that the site visit was done yesterday. A few small modifications, but it looks great.
Motion: Bruce Humphrey moved to continue to 10/1/13 - 427 & 435 Main Street.

Second: Bill Grafton


In Favor:  All
34 Turner’s Way / SE52- 1038 / Phragmites Control                                                                NOI

Applicant: Alan McKim / Representative: Dominic Meringolo, Aquatic Control Technology 

Present: Dominic Meringolo

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway distributed copies of the narrative to the members. Dominic Meringolo proposed and conducted a program for Phragmites control. He explained the treatment and licensing required. This will control 80-95% of the plants. 

Bill Grafton asked that, as a condition, the North River Commission be contacted prior to start of work. 

Motion: Bruce Humphrey moved to close 34 Turner’s Way with the condition mentioned.

Second: Bob Woodill 


In Favor:  All

387 River Street/SE52-1039/Walk-out basement, deck, fence & re-grade          Abbrev. NOI (cont.) 

Applicant: Stephen & Susana Griffin / Representative: (Same)    

Present: Stephen Griffin

Discussion: Stephen Griffin submitted the revised plan and letter, read to the Commission by Nancy Hemingway, documenting the limit of work being done. Stream will not be involved. The Commission gave guidance to Mr. Griffin as to the placement of the fence. He will revise the plan and resubmit. The fence will go along the tree line to move further away from the 50’ buffer. Abutters will be notified.

Motion: Bob Woodill moved to continue the hearing of 387 River Street until abutters are notified. 

Second: Bill Grafton 


In Favor:  All



Grove Street, Lot 6B (Bl. 39, Lot 52)/SE52- 1034/Construction of Single-Family Home   NOI (cont.) 

Applicant: James & Eileen Kelly / Representative: Brad Holmes, ECR 

Present: Brad Holmes, Adam Brodsky, James and Eileen Kelly.

Discussion: Brad Holmes mentioned the site meeting that was held on Saturday. He explained the resource areas and house position with measurements. There will be a post and rail fence as a limit of activity from the resource area.

Adam Brodsky said that this project complies with all of the bylaw requirements. The single-family construction had been an approved project with a building permit. Nancy Hemingway asked that Adam Brodsky put his legal references in a letter, to allow her to research them, since she has just heard them. She added that there has been no habitat analysis. Brodsky said that the habitat evaluation would only be for the proposed project. Brad Holmes said that wildlife habitat evaluation is typically done for resource areas and they are not in any resource areas or a vernal pool protection zone. 

David Osborne spoke with the Kelly’s and asked if there is someway to reduce the impact of the house to give more access to the upland. Jim Kelley – 764 Lot is 2.52 acres. Disturbance is 2500’. He is looking to put a house into the 100’ buffer zone.

Adam Brodsky said that they would ask Brad Holmes to do a wildlife habitation evaluation of the site. If Art Allen should review the site, please get a proposal with the scope of work and if reasonable he will ask for the funding. 

David Osborne suggested considering a condition where we could change this and permit it. 

Motion: Bob Woodill moved to continue Grove Street, Lot 6B/SE52-1034.

Second: Bruce Humphrey  

In Favor:  All
  

ENFORCEMENT / VIOLATION HEARINGS and DISCUSSIONS: 

Summary of ongoing violations status report

282 Lincoln – Nancy Hemingway said that there were 6 fines issued @$100 each to Denise Penney and then she came in with the NOI that is now filed and scheduled for 10/1/13.
707 Main – Nancy Hemingway stated that they hired Ross Engineering to do a NOI, which should take a couple of months. She has a copy of the contract and the project is underway.

7 Prospect - Nancy Hemingway said this is alteration of restricted wetland and no-disturb buffer zone, and conversion to lawn. Cleared property without having knowledge of wetland area. Not told by realtor when property was purchased. They were discussing being able to utilize part of the yard for their children to play. Nancy Hemingway suggested putting wording in the legal documentation stating that this area is sensitive environmental area. No chemical use or further construction. She stated that this property was a farm field when the Wetland Protection Act went into affect.

Motion: Ron Mott moved to require a legal document to be attached to the deed restriction and have placement of two conservation markers.

Second: Bill Grafton 


In Favor:  All

29 Prospect – Nancy Hemingway doesn’t know how to reach the resident. 

25 Cedar Point – Nancy Hemingway is still waiting to hear from Clifford Prentiss. He assures her that he is working on it.

248 Wildcat – Nancy Hemingway said that Scott Davidson came in and submitted a restoration plan. She is in agreement with the plan. 
19 Prospect Street and 22 Prospect Street – Nancy Hemingway is still gathering information.

AGENTS REPORT – 

Mount Blue – no response from DCR.

George Road Basin  - meeting will be tomorrow at 2pm. Percs were done in front.

Health Board – there is discussion on reducing the septic system setback. There will be a public hearing if this moves forward.

Washington Place – meeting will be held on Thursday at 12pm.

SCIENCE AND REGULATION IN THE NEWS 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

Adjournment:

Motion: Bill Grafton moved to adjourn.

Second: Bob Woodill 
In Favor:  All

I hereby certify that the above minutes were presented and voted by a majority vote by the Norwell Conservation Commission on December 3, 2013.  
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