NORWELL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

September 15, 2009 @ 7:00 PM - Room 112

Conservation Meeting Minutes

ATTENDANCE:  Deborah Hill, Kathryn Mudgett, Burton Bryan, Christopher Mickle and David Osborne 

Conservation Agent: Abigail Hardy

AGENDA ACCEPTANCE:

Additions: Stetson Meadows, Minutes of CPC, Meeting Minutes.

Motion: Deborah Hill moved to accept the agenda.

Second: Burton Bryan 


In Favor: All

Opposed:  None

PUBLIC HEARING

Pleasant Street, Lot 1 (Bl. 65, Lot 13) / SE52-932 / Resource Area Delineation                           ANRAD 

Applicant: Doris & Enid Wilson / Representative: Joyce Hastings, GLM Engineering Consultants

Discussion: Paul Truax. Parcel of land is at the corner of Pleasant St and George Road. Parcel consists of mostly upland and bordering wetlands. There are 3 isolated pockets of wetlands. There is an opening in the stonewall with a cart path. They are flagging wetlands with Joyce Hastings from his office. The wetland line is defined. Abigail Hardy visited the site yesterday. There are 400 flags. Property was historically used for farming. She would recommend that the Commission hire a consultant to review the wetland line. Abigail Hardy also asked for a plan with topography to be submitted. The property is very thick with vegetation. David Osborne asked for someone to review the line.

Motion: Christopher Mickle moved to continue the hearing to October 6, 2009 and hire a consultant.

Second:
Deborah Hill 


In Favor:  All


Opposed: None

83/85 Stetson Shrine Lane / SE52- ? / Relocation of Samuel Stetson House                                  NOI 

Applicant: Judith-Ann Grecco / Representative: William Dyer, W.L.D. Dyer Excavating

Discussion: William Dyer, from the Stetson family, was given the gift of the Stetson House. This is the oldest house in Norwell. His intention is to move the house by jacking it up, on beams, and bringing the house down onto Shrine Road. There is a deeded right of way. There is an intermittent stream on the bottom of the lot. They are seeking permission to bring the house down the right of way since there are wetlands on either side. They would like to put the house down on a 30-acre lot. 

Deborah Hill requested that the actual footprint be known before the plan could be approved. Abigail Hardy said that a site visit is needed and that the details of the house and septic are also needed. She passed copies of a write up by PineBrook Consulting to the Commission members. Abigail Hardy needs to review the wetland line. She noticed some flags that were missing and they would need to be re-flagged before the site walk.  William Dyer said that he could have his engineer re-flag. David Osborne asked the size of the house. Mr. Dyer said that the house would be 26’long and 22’wide (removing 8’ of an old dormer). He said that they are concerned with the preservation of the house. They’d like to bring a fire line to the property further down the road. They’d like to drill the well first. Abigail Hardy said that the road would need to remain wide enough to accommodate a fire truck. It is stated as “temporary” widening and should be written as “permanent”. She’d like this to be decided on before the next meeting. Deborah Hill said that before an Order of Conditions, we would need to know exactly where the house will go and how the road will be constructed. Abigail Hardy suggested bringing colored stakes to mark the road and flag all of the mature trees. David Osborne said that there needs to be some plan drawn up and suggested getting a pole the width of the house and walk it down the street and spray the trees that will need to be removed. Abigail Hardy suggested topography be added as well. Deborah Hill said that this should be discussed after the site visit.

Cheryl Rosa – 112 Shrine Road -Will the road to the house now become private? William Dyer said that to label this as private property is up to the decision of his family. He also said that there is a 100-acre parcel of property, owned by the town of Norwell, that abuts the property and can be used for the walking and hiking.

Karen Straley – 107 Shrine Road - Stated that she thought she had heard that people could walk the property. William Dyer said that this is now a problem of their responsibility for any accidents on the property. He stated that as far as the question of private property; yes, it is private. Mrs. Streely said that her property is on Shrine Road and the trees along her property are going to be cut down. She expressed concern of a problem with the water on her property and her basement. 

Christopher Mickle asked what route the house will be moved.  William Dyer said that it would be moved from Stetson Shrine Lane at the cul-de-sac up to River Street and down Riverside Drive to Shrine Road. 

It is being done this way to circumvent the culvert and he will do whatever is necessary for preservation. William Dyer said that it will be habitable and anyone in his family will be able to use it. There will also be farm animals there. Abigail Hardy said that there is a Conservation restriction as to how big the farm can be.  David Osborne said that the house is now in disrepair. William Dyer said that it was originally a square house and it will be a project to restore. Abigail Hardy will organize a date for the site visit and contact the Commission members. 

Motion: Christopher Mickle moved to continue the meeting until 10/6/09 and do the site visit. 

Second:
 Burton Bryan 


In Favor: All


Opposed:  None

 LEGAL DOCUMENTS/VOTES

194 Central Street / SE52-680 / Septic Repair                                                                           Request for COC

Applicant: Allan & Patricia Liciw

Christopher Mickle recused himself from the hearing. 

Discussion: Abigail Hardy said that this plan would bring the pavement out to the 50’ buffer zone. She read the listing of plants to be added. Kevin Grady, Grady Consulting, spoke to the Commission members. Mr. Grady said that they are proposing 27 plants. He will have the landscape architect that designed the plantings contact Abigail Hardy. Deborah Hill read the listing and commented on which ones were not native. Abigail Hardy said that when a name is in quotes, it is not native and this needs to be sorted out. David Osborne said that they’ve done everything that was asked for. The pavement that was taken out will remain at the same grade. Mr. Grady said that they are planting a dense row and it will increase the buffer. They will remove the pavement and bring in sandy loam for the roots.

Terry Schaffer, potential buyer. Would like to keep the edge of the driveway the same. Abigail Hardy said that once the Commission is okay with the plan, it can be accepted.  It would need to come back to the Commission for signature. Abigail Hardy questioned DEP and was told that the Commission has the authority to approve the plan. She suggested that they request another extension. 

Gary Schaffer, potential buyer, asked to know the specifics of how this is done and how long this will take. Deborah Hill said that once the plantings are worked out, it could be done in a day of two. Abigail Hardy said that this needs to come back to the Commission for the next meeting.

Katey Duff – Realtor for the buyer. Asked that if the work is done, can they go forward? Abigail Hardy said that it is to be done and can be written on being contingent on the decision of the agent.

Motion: Deborah Hill moved to accept the plan with changes.

Second:
Kathryn Mudgett 


In Favor: All


Opposed:  None

Turner’s Way, Lot 1/SE52-931/Septic Repair





Amended OOC
Discussion: Abigail Hardy added for the record that the current applicant is different and a correction to the order needs to be made. The amended order is to reference a different plan. David Osborne asked to have the haybale line. Abigail Hardy said that they would be putting in a new line. Abigail Hardy will do an inspection of the erosion controls before they begin removing the hill and add that the old erosion controls should be removed. 

Motion: Burton Bryan moved to issue an amended order of conditions with the agent’s requirements recorded. 

Second: Kathryn Mudgett 

In Favor: All


Opposed:  None

42 Meadow Brook Road/SE52-931/Septic System Repair

   
    
        Order of Conditions
Discussion: Abigail Hardy said that this is straightforward septic repair project. She said that the existing leaching field is in Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Habitat. Deborah Hill said to attach the letter to the order so everything is together. 

Motion: Deborah Hill moved to issue a boilerplate OOC for 42 Meadowbrook Road with the special condition that the fill and brush pile be removed.

Second: Burton Bryan 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

118 Pine Street / SE52-854 / Garage Addition                                                                            Request for COC 

Applicant: Joseph & Sharon Ridge / Representative: Ralph Cole, Mr. SURVEYING 

Discussion: Abigail Hardy said that this was an addition project that was denied last spring. The area in back looks pretty good but hasn’t been mowed. The area by the stream is wood chipped and there are pictures in the file (before and after by Steve Ivas) that shows it was freshly wood chipped. Abigail Hardy said that the overall condition is not bad. The planting plan was approved. She will have a notation that wood chips should not be used. 

Burton Bryan said that since this can’t be resolved in relation to the wood chips we should go ahead and accept the request for COC. Deborah Hill said that we could say that the wood chips weren’t approved so we could disapprove it. 

Motion: Kathryn Mudgett moved to issue a Certificate of Compliance.

Second:
Burton Bryan 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

44 Ford’s Crossing / SE52-863 / Change patio project size & surface       Req. for Minor Modification to OOC 

Applicant: Mary Japowicz / Representative: Forti Landscape, Inc. 

Discussion: Paul Sheedy, homeowner. He showed the plan for the original patio plan and the 50’ buffer zone. There is a natural 2 ½ ‘ berm that drops down to the wetlands. Instead of going out 18 x 14, they will create a semi-circular 15’ and move the water away by changing the foundation. They will use bluestone. They will have the patio pulled up and put in plantings. Abigail Hardy said that this is a house within the existing permit from the Commission. She showed the letter that is the request for the minor modification and the plan to the NCC. She said that it’s pretty close to the wetland. 

Motion: Deborah Hill moved to accept the minor modification to the OOC as described by the applicant.

Second:
Christopher Mickle 

In Favor: All


Opposed:  None

 460 Main Street (SE52-868) /“Friendship Home”–Dewatering on-site    Req. for Minor Modification to OOC   Present:  Terry McGovern
Discussion: Abigail Hardy read the letter explaining the dewatering and showed the site plans. She said that they permitted the dewatering facility but not the actual dewatering. They will be using a 2” electric pump and removing 1000 gallons per hour. Terry McGovern said that this was discussed prior, around 2 ½ years ago.  He explained a site map to the members. The act of dewatering wasn’t put on the original request.

Motion: Christopher Mickle moved to approve the minor modification for 460 Main Street pursuant to sheet 18 of production sequence.

Second:
Deborah Hill 


In Favor: All


Opposed:  None

DISCUSSIONS
Commission updates on work with other Boards/Committees 

Discussion: Abigail Hardy said that there should be a better explanation of what the various Boards and Committees are doing. She feels that it’s a good idea to discuss ongoing work with other Boards and Committees during each of the Conservation Commission meetings.

Pathway Committee – Bike Rack Locations 

Discussion: David Osborne said that there are about seven different types of bike racks being distributed. The bids are for the section between the school and the town pond. A lot of the bike racks are at schools. He suggested the possibility for a few across from the science center. Abigail Hardy said that they’d decided where the racks are going and were awarded a state grant for the racks. Places will be: Jacob’s Pond Bridge and the parking lot (2), Miller Woods (1), Stetson Meadows (1) by trail head signs. Deborah Hill suggested over by Donovan and at the Wildcat Lane Path. Also, Norris and the Post Office. Abigail Hardy said that she would discuss Commission’s suggestions with Todd.

CPC Meeting. 

Discussion: Christopher Mickle said the Board of Selectmen is improving the property with the Stetson Ford House to make it a sellable lot. They have narrowed the list of things to be done so that the house will be rentable and not vacant for the winter. If they can get a renter, they would have a 2014 timeframe to have a viable plan. Abigail Hardy said that some of the CPC members said that it wasn’t a definitive enough plan. 

Town Highway Chapter 90 Project Request 

Discussion: Abigail Hardy said that there are currently requests from the Highway Department for two (2) Chapter 90 highway projects. The repaving of Winter Street and Summer Street and the installation and replacement of culverts and catch basins. She will make site visits to make sure that there are no wetlands at the work sites. 

Ralph Cole

Discussion: Abigail Hardy said that the bill from Ralph Cole, totaling $9,000, should be considered for payment. Motion:  Deborah Hill moved to pay the bill for Ralph Cole $9,000 for a debt owed.

Second:  Kathryn Mudgett 

In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

Jacob’s Pond Drainage Work

Abigail Hardy met with John Chessia.  In addition to the work that is currently proposed, he would like to put a stone in the pond so that canoes could be put in the water. She will let the people in the area know.

7 Assinippi Ave – Jacob Pond Estates.

Discussion: Abigail Hardy read a letter to the Commission members, from Roger Hughes, requesting a special four- week delay in getting back to the Commission, due to the Labor Day holiday. 

Motion: Christopher Mickle moved to grant the four-week extension one time only.

Second: Kathryn Mudgett 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

Meeting Minutes

Discussion: Abigail Hardy discussed the use of audio files and David Osborne suggested that the Commission give this some thought and be prepared to discuss this at the next meeting.

SUGGESTION made by Chair:

David Osborne addressed the Commission members and suggested that perhaps anyone with any extra time could assist Abigail Hardy on some site visits.  

ENFORCEMENT DISCUSSIONS

167 South Street / Lamporelli – Ongoing violation 

Discussion: Abigail Hardy had a complaint from an abutter stating that Mr. Lamporelli was continuing to do things on his property that were in violation. She showed pictures from 2001, 2005 and 2008 that showed the backyard both without the wetlands layer and with the wetlands layer. Mr. Lamporelli has been doing a lot of work and Abby feels that the Commission should consider taking the violation to the next level. She and David Osborne will go and speak with him. A determination will be made after their conversation. 

OFFICE BUSINESS/MISCELLANEOUS
1.  Bills  $36 Joseph Hardware, $665 Westcott Services, Nationalgrid. 

Motion: Christopher Mickle moved to pay the bills as mentioned.

Second:
Burton Bryan 



In Favor: All


Opposed:  None

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion: Kathryn Mudgett moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:47pm

Second: Deborah Hill   



In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

I hereby certify that the above minutes were presented and voted by a majority vote by the Norwell Conservation Commission on December 15, 2009.

_______________________________

David Osborne,  Chairman
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