NORWELL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MEETING MINUTES 
October 1, 2013 @ 7:00 PM - Room 112

ATTENDANCE:  David Osborne, Bob Woodill, Ron Mott, Bruce Humphrey, Lori Hillstrand and Marynel Halatsis.

Conservation Agent: Nancy Hemingway

ADDITIONS:

Bruce Humphrey added a discussion of article #3 – Special Town Meeting.

David Osborne would like to add a brief discussion on latest advisory appointment.

Motion: Ron Mott moved to accept the agenda with noted changes.

Second: Bruce Humphrey 


In Favor:  All

AGENDA ACCEPTANCE

6:40PM: Information Session

Nancy Hemingway asked if David Osborne would be interested in going to the 11/19th meeting on the storm water treatment.   

Approximately 30 abutters from Jacobs Pond Association (list in packets) would like to come before the Commission with regards to cleaning the pond. Decision to have them heard 7pm at 10/15/13 meeting.
7:00PM:         

COMMISSION BUSINESS  

SCHEDULED DISCUSSIONS 

Commission Priority Projects, Land Management

Commission Regulatory Housekeeping

· Nancy Hemingway gave an update on the trail and walks maintenance. Had a great turnout with between 12-18 people helping. 

· Several of the trails, especially Stetson, had old pallets in need of repair. She would like to have a work session on Saturday a.m.  Ron Mott will provide approximately 120 pallets.

· The figure of $100k was decided upon as a requested amount from the CPC.  Nancy Hemingway will add this figure to the budget and present for prior approval to the Commission.

Beaver Dam and dry stream observations down gradient of the South Street Well Field at the South Street/old Pond Road intersection. (Concern for Third Herring Brook and Tributaries)
· Beavers have built three dams near Tiffany Road. She’d like permission, through Emergency Certification to lift and remove the dams while still small.

· Stone wall Clearing - David Osborne will review what is needed with the stonewall clearing.

· Purchase of ATV vehicle was discussed.  Bruce Humphrey suggested doing some research with the AMC before moving forward. Nancy Hemingway will put together a draft and present. 

· Nancy Hemingway will contact Hornstra to switch one of the agreed upon mowings to this fall.

Motion: Ron Mott moved to have water department remove the three beaver dams.

Second: Bruce Humphrey 

In Favor:  All

Article 3 in Special Town meeting – Bruce Humphrey discussed changes being proposed in business districts by Article 3 such as: building size, coverage ratios and parking area minimum requirements.  He suggested presenting the Commissions response of Conservation impact to the Advisory Board. He read a motion that he had written and will present at the Town Meeting.

Ron Mott agreed and felt it can be presented to the Advisory Board. Marynel Halatsis suggested proposing an amendment to do with the conservation topics. 

Motion: Bruce Humphrey moved to adopt this statement: The Norwell Conservation Commission at its regular meeting of October 1, 2013 voted unanimously to oppose Article 3 for the Town of Norwell Special Town Meeting. 

Article 3 proposes zoning bylaw changes to business districts that significantly increase development density near sensitive Conservation Resource Areas. 

Second: Ron Mott 


In Favor: All

Nancy Hemingway will send this letter to the Advisory Board.

· SUB-COMMITTEE UPDATES 

· Open Space & Recreation  - Marynel Halatsis said that she and Bill Grafton are progressing and pulling together the team. Nancy Hemingway suggested using the intern, working with Scott McFadden, to help with details. 

· Pathways – Bob Woodill said that they would be meeting tomorrow night. They had agreed to $200k to complete Phase 1 and a drainage system is being put in South Street. 

Lori Hillstrand questioned the pink flags between the Middle School and through the middle of Donovan Field. Nancy Hemingway will have a path walk with Chris Diorio on Thursday morning to view and explain what they signify. Lori Hillstrand and Bob Woodill will also attend.

· Trail/Signage – Bob Woodill would like the Commission’s opinion if they feel he should ask the Capital Budget Committee if we could purchase a UTV for work on the construction of the trails. Commission members are in agreement.

Farming/Licensing

· Whittaker Farm License and Bee Keeping License – signatures not received.

Norwell Farms

· Nancy Hemingway spoke with Nicky and requested a Land Use Proposal.  Lori Hillstrand will speak to the Norwell Farms members on maintaining the walls on a regular basis. She suggested giving them a deadline to have the walls done.

Motion: Lori Hillstrand moved to request Norwell Farms to complete clearing of walls at the Jacobs Farm field by Thanksgiving.

Second: Bruce Humphrey    

In Favor:  All

MISCELLANEOUS 

Bills:  Steve Young - $60, Norwell Hardware, Mark Medeiros, ABC Equipment and WB Mason - $430, Maintenance Account - $63.19. 

Motion: Bruce Humphrey moved to pay the bills.

Second: Ron Mott



In Favor:  All

Approval on Jacob’s Pond Payments - Bob Woodill said that Conservation Commission approval on the Jacobs Pond payments require three signatures – Boudreau, Conservation and CPC. He spoke with the Accounting office and they requested that one person from each Commission is assigned to sign all bills.

Motion: Bruce Humphrey moved to grant Bob Woodill permission to sign all bills relating to Jacobs Pond.

Second: Ron Mott



In Favor:  All 

Minutes: (8/20/13 & 9/3/13)

8/20/13 – change: David Osborne page 1,  “– the weeds at Jacobs Pond would rapidly become a problem.”  Change made.

Motion: Bruce Humphrey moved to accept the minutes of 8/20/13 as amended.

Second: Ron Mott



In Favor:  All

Executive Session (8/20/13):

Motion: Ron Mott moved to accept the Executive Session of 8/20/13.

Second: Bruce Humphrey 


In Favor:  All

9/3/13

Bob Woodill suggested (page 4) – Jacobs Pond NOI – add “In Favor – All.”  Change made.
Motion: Bruce Humphrey moved to accept the minutes of 9/3/13 as amended.

Second: Marynel Halatsis 


In Favor:  All
Executive session – David Osborne - change 5’ to 3’ and the fence changed to the fence line. Changes made. 
Motion: Bob Woodill accepted as amended.

Second: Bruce Humphrey 


In Favor:  All
8:00PM:         PUBLIC HEARINGS LEGAL DOCUMENTS/VOTES 

45 Cedar Point / SE52-955 / Raze & Rebuild                                                                                     COC

Applicant: Domenic Mazzocco / Representative: Josh Bows, Merrill Association

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway reported that the grass is partially stable and feels that COC should be approved. 

Motion: Bob Woodill moved to issue a COC for 45 Cedar Point.

Second: Bruce Humphrey  

In Favor:  All  

790 Main Street / SE52-610 / Raze & Rebuild Garage(s)                                                                  COC
Applicant: Mark Dirico / Representative: Stenbeck & Taylor 

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway reported that site looks stable and she recommends issuing the COC.

Motion: Bob Woodill moved to issue a COC for 790 Main Street.

Second: Lori Hillstrand 


In Favor:  All

790 Main Street / SE52-635 / Shed Construction                                                                               COC

Applicant: Mark Dirico / Representative: Stenbeck & Taylor

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway recommends issuing the COC for the shed.

Motion: Bob Woodill moved to issue a COC for 790 Main Street.

Second: Ron Mott


In Favor:  All

141 Longwater Drive / SE52-983 / Medical Bldg. Construction                                                       COC

Applicant: Foxrock Properties LLC / Representative: Nathan Cheal

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway received memo from John Chessia today. Few minor stormwater issues outstanding and she recommends continuance of hearing to the next meeting. 

Motion: Ron Mott moved to postpone Longwater Drive hearing for 10/15/13 meeting.

Second: Lori Hillstrand   

In Favor:  All

427 Main Street / SE52 - 1032 / Wetland Line Delineation Confirmation                     ANRAD (cont.) 

Applicant: Russell Campanelli / Representative: Brad McKenzie, McKenzie Engineering

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway reported peer review with minor changes. Art Allen reviewed and recommended approval be issued. 

Nancy Hemingway said that there are extensive resource areas not shown on the plan. 

She recommended adding that the Commission made a clear point that the ORAD confirms what is shown but it does not imply that these are the only resources on site. Additional resource areas are not show on the plan such as: additional BVW, flood plans, riverfront resources. There are extensive significant resource areas not shown but on the same property.
Motion: Bob Woodill moved to issue an ANRAD with a strong condition - that the delineation shown does not include the extensive riverfront area, flood zone and BVW and other resources, as read, on the subject property. 

Second: Bruce Humphrey  

In Favor:  All

174 Central Street / SE52- 1004 / Septic Repair                                                                      NOI / OOC 

Applicant: Sandra Anderson / Representative: Darren Grady, Grady Consulting

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway recommends approval of the septic as to the location. However, she feels it should be added: It appears that the system was designed and observed with ground water, high ground water and not seasonal. The final plan, prior to construction, should have a requirement added that the septic system be allowed in the same place but the height and elevation be based on seasonal ground water, rather than observed.

Darren Grady was asked to complete the portion of the chart with the seasonal high, certify the change, stamp and sign the change as requested.

Motion: Bob Woodill moved to close the NOI/OOC for 174 Central Street with the discussed changes mentioned (contingent upon stamp and signature).

Second: Ron Mott 
    

In Favor:  All



387 River Street / SE52- 1039 / Walkout basement, deck, fence & re-grade        Abbrev. NOI (cont.) 

Applicant: Stephen & Susana Griffin / Representative: (Same)

Discussion: Steven Griffin presented a modified plan. He would like to put a deck on the side of the house outside the 50’ and regrade the area away from the stream.  

Nancy Hemingway said that there was a written statement and a separate phone call from two of the abutters stated that they were just notified yesterday. There are a total of eight abutters.

Joan Cadigan – 389 River Street stated that she just received the notice on September 27th and has not had sufficient time to review the notice. She has great concern on soil drainage changes since she is downgrade of the property. 

Nancy Hemingway said that the next hearing would be October 15, 2013.

Motion: Bruce Humphrey moved to continue 387 River Street to the 10/15/13 meeting.

Second: Bob Woodill 


In Favor:  All

Grove Street, Lot 6B (Bl. 39, Lot 52)/SE52- 1034/Construction of Single-Family Home    NOI (cont.) 

Applicant: James & Eileen Kelly / Representative: Brad Holmes, ECR 

Nancy Hemingway said that a peer review, requested by Brodsky, was received from Art Allen. It was read to the Commission.

Signatures were obtained.

282 Lincoln Street / SE52-1041 / Loam and Seed BVW, Bank & Stream            (After-the-Fact) NOI 

Applicant: Denise & Patrick Kenney / Representative: N/A

Present: Mr. & Mrs. Kenney

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway distributed copies. Denise Kenney said that she has been cleaning out a wetland on the side of the driveway. They filed an After-the-Fact NOI, which was explained to them by the Commission. They then put some loam and wanted to plant grass to prevent debris from going into the wetland. They were in violation and were not looking to fill the wetland. They filed a late NOI. 

Nancy Hemingway said that a letter with comments was received from DEP (read to those present). They noted that a 1-1 replication requirement under the Wetlands Protection Act. Nancy Hemingway suggested a site walk to measure the depth of mulch/loam spread. This would or would not justify a 1 – 1 replication. She will send an email to members with the site walk date.

Motion: Ron Mott moved to continue the After-the-Fact hearing on 282 Lincoln Street to 10/15/13 meeting. 

Second: Bruce Humphrey 

In Favor:  All

ENFORCEMENT / VIOLATION HEARINGS and DISCUSSIONS

Summary of ongoing violations status report 

· 29 Prospect – work in known buffer zone, cutting of tree, excavation of root system in 50’ no-disturb buffer without permitting.
· 25 Cedar Point –alteration of River Front Resource Area without permitting.
· Bridge Street – Catalano – Ron Mott said that they are cutting trees that had fallen.

· David Osborne and Nancy Hemingway will visit site.

· 19 Prospect Street

· 22 Prospect Street
· 20 Common Street – new report of a violation. New gravel road and possibly a new roadway within 50’ of Third Herring Brook. 

AGENTS REPORT For additional information on the Agent’s comments to the Commission, please refer to the agent’s written notes, which are available in the Conservation Office.
· Mount Blue – Forest Cutting (Update – if necessary)

National grid contacted Nancy Hemingway. There are a number of trees that will need to be removed. They will have men with chain saws climbing to cut the trees. 

· 87 Stoney Brook –Nancy Hemingway said that they had a permit from the NCC from 2007. They don’t want to tear down the house and rebuild, they want to put on two decks, which would be less impact than what was approved on the order. She recommends that they do it as a letter of permit amendment.

· George Road  - Ongoing basin work – Nancy Hemingway said they need to submit calculations and amend the work as originally agreed to. John Chessia is working with them on this.

SCIENCE AND REGULATION IN THE NEWS 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

Ron Mott will be attending a walk tomorrow of four dams.

Adjournment: 

Motion: Ron Mott moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:27 pm

Second: Bruce Humphrey 

In Favor: All

I hereby certify that the above minutes were presented and voted by a majority vote by the Norwell Conservation Commission on November 19, 2013.  

_______________________________

David Osborne, Chairman
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