NORWELL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
October 16, 2012 @ 7:00 PM - Room 112

ATTENDANCE: Marynel Halatsis, Lori Hillstrand, David Osborne, Bob Woodill and Bill Grafton.

AGENDA ACCEPTANCE:

Additions: Nancy Hemingway – Hearing - 211 Bowker Street is a continuation.
Motion: Marynel Halatsis moved to accept the agenda as written.

Second: Bob Woodill 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None
PUBLIC HEARING
Off Pleasant Street & George Rd. / SE52- 997 / SFH w/ Driveway Crossing NOI (cont. & reposted) 
Applicant: Philip Johnson / Representative: Kevin Grady, Grady Consulting

Present: Kevin Grady and Philip Johnson

Discussion: Kevin Grady completed and submitted the requested drainage design. Seacoast Engineering reviewed the design and recommended that new test holes were needed in the area of infiltration basins.  Paul Braudna,(sp) was the peer reviewer. 

Abutters: 

Jeff Smead – asked what a test hole is: Kevin Grady explained.

Robert Halloran – George Road – asked where the septic systems were located. Kevin Grady showed the locations. David Osborne said that this is a Board Of Health topic.

Richard Chevrey – discussed drainage problems in the retention pond. 

Karen Halloran – George Road – will soil testing being done in November? Nancy Hemingway said that the soil testing was done and the results were negative. She contacted the EPA and they found no violations on the site. She contacted the lab and was told that it was a standard sample.

Motion: Marynel Halatsis moved to accept the plan to do the sampling.

Second: Bob Woodill 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None
935 Main Street / SE52- 1006 / Proposed Dwelling w/ driveway, septic, utilities & grading   NOI
Applicant: Christopher White / Representative: Thomas Pozerski, Merrill Associates 
Present: Tom Pozerski, Brad Holmes and Christopher White.

Discussion: Mr. Pozerski explained plot plans. This is a replacement home for the applicant due to the need for a single level home. They will be reducing the driveway to 12’. The wetland line has been walked. Property is staked out. This is a new plan. Nancy Hemingway said that there is an existing approved permit for the house. Brad Holmes shifted line A-8 slightly. The project is less impacting than the previous project. Nancy Hemingway agrees with the line.

John Whitten, attorney – representing Margaret and Lloyd Griffin. The project approved in 2006 is totally different from what they are proposing tonight. His clients will suffer from the runoff from this new dwelling. He would respectfully ask to have the drainage and runoff patterns reviewed. He then read page 31 of the Order of Conditions.

David Osborne said the runoff would need review. Nancy Hemingway said that the vernal pools have to be certified. Brad Holmes said that the project was designed outside the 100’ buffer and away from the vernal pool. There would need to be a direct discharge into the vernal pool.

Nancy Hemingway addressed the Stormwater concerns. The Commission had asked for a review of the Stormwater runoff. She would suggest that the members have a group site visit. Saturday, 10/27 at 8am was chosen. 

Alan Thompson – project is less obtrusive than last. Nancy Hemingway agreed that it’s better since it is not as close to the wetland. 

Motion: Marynel Halatsis moved to continue the hearing on 935 Main Street.

Second: Bill Grafton 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None
215 Forest Street / SE52- 1005 / Septic Repair                                                                            NOI
Applicant: Lois Arnold / Representative: Darren Grady, Grady Consulting 

Present: Kevin Grady and Lois Arnold.

Discussion: Kevin Grady said the existing system is in failure and needs updating to title 5 Compliance. Site is surrounded by BVW, which was delineated by John Zimmer. No vegetation will be altered. They are requesting to work in the 50’ no disturb zone. Work will be done within one day.

Nancy Hemingway took a site visit. Wetland issue – line is 9’ to the wetland. She suggested an un-mowed line along the wetland. Kevin Grady said that there would be no negative impact. Nancy Hemingway said she has no problem if it’s completed within one day. 

Motion: Bill Grafton moved to close the hearing and approve as submitted, 215 Forest Street SE52 –1005.

Second: Marynel Halatsis 

In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None
Wildcat Hill (Bayberry Ln.), Lot 10 / NCC# 33(12) / Single-Family Home w/ driveway, grading & utilities                                                                                                                                             RDA
Applicant: James & Susan Ferrera / Representative: Alan Loomis, McKenzie Engineering
Present: Al Loomis

Discussion: Al Loomis explained the site plan. They are proposing an infiltration basin and a rain garden to handle the flow in the back of the house along with a trench and berm system on the uphill side to contain runoff. They have safeguarded the wetland and any runoff onto the road. Nancy Hemingway suggested they plant something with the capacity to absorb more water and use of a ground level wetland mix. 

Motion: Bill Grafton moved for a positive determination under the wetland Protection Act 2A and a positive 5 under the Norwell Wetland Bylaw and a negative 3 determination under the Norwell Wetlands Bylaw for Wildcat Hill (Bayberry Lane) Lot10/NCC#33(12).

Second: Bob Woodill 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None
211 Bowker Street / SE52-1007 / Pool                                                                                         NOI

Applicant: Alfredo & Susana Chan / Representative: Rick Grady, Grady Consulting 

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway stated a continuation was requested.

Motion: Bill Grafton moved to continue 211 Bowker Street/SE52-1007/Pool.

Second: Marynel Halatsis 

In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None
497 Mount Blue Street / SE52- ? / Addition w/ deck, driveway & utilities                             NOI
Applicant: Kristen Sauter / Representative: Jeff Hassett, Morse Engineering 

Present: Adam Brodsky - Attorney, Kristen Sauter, Jeff Hassett and Brad Holmes.

Discussion: Adam Brodsky said this is an existing single house and barn that had work begun not being aware of the proximity to a wetland. There is a second story addition planned that will be put on sonnet (sp) tubes. It will extend 4’ more into the buffer strip. The area of buffer strip is existing lawn. The deck off the rear of the house will be no closer than 32’ to the BVW line. 

Jeff Hassett explained the plot plan. The roof runoff will have roof leaders connected to direct the runoff to the front yard and not the wetland area. There will be a small machine used with the area stabilized immediately after construction.

Brad Holmes said the BVW line was reviewed previously. There was a problem area that was historically mowed that acts as a wetland. 

The mitigation proposed is, instead of allowing mowing of the area, is a 2-1 ratio of square feet versus the proposed work in the 50’ and a line of berry producing shrubs along the edge with letting the area re-vegetate naturally.

David Osborne said a continuation is needed since the DEP number hasn’t been issued.

Motion: Marynel Halatsis moved to continue 497 Mount Blue Street/SE52-? until November 6, 2012.

Second: Bill Grafton 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None
 SCHEDULED DISCUSSIONS
9:00PM Executive Session w/ Atty. Galvin to discuss Farming Licenses & Pending Litigation
LEGAL DOCUMENTS/VOTES
Lincoln, Winter & Summer Sts. (various locations / NCC# 30(12) / Road/Drainage Improvement                                                                                                                                DOA       Conditions agreed upon. Signatures obtained.

151 Pine Street / SE52-849 / Addition & Septic                                                               COC (cont.) 
Applicant: William & Diana Schneider / Representative: Rick Grady, Grady Consulting 
Nancy Hemingway is still waiting for the COC.

Wildcat Hill (Bayberry Ln.), Lot 10 / NCC# 33(12) / Single-Family Home w/ driveway, grading & utilities                                                                                                                                            DOA
Applicant: James & Susan Ferrera / Representative: Alan Loomis, McKenzie Engineering
Signatures obtained.

ENFORCEMENT DISCUSSIONS
Barrell Lane /NCC# 35(11) / Erosion Issue / SWPPP Compliance: 
Deb Kelleher, McKenzie – monitor
13 & 15 Queen Anne’s Lane / EO# 2012 (1) & EO# 2012 (2) / Wetland & Riverfront Violation Enf. Orders
Homeowners: Richard/Karen Kenney & Janet/David Burke
VIOLATION UPDATES / DISCUSSIONS

Updates are included in part 2 of the Agent’s report. 

Nancy Hemingway discussed 45 Cedar Point and requested approval with the plan.

Norse Reservation: Two projects – Nancy Hemingway would like agent’s discretion to sign off on them. 
DISCUSSIONS  

Sub-Committee updates:
Open Space & Recreation – Bill Grafton would like to be on the permanent Open Space Committee. Bill Grafton said that a letter is needed from the Chairman of Conservation Commission showing the Commission’s support of the Open Space Plan. 

Pathways –David Osborne said that the Pathways Committee would be doing many CPC projects in the future and its important have a Commission member on the Committee. Bob Woodill volunteered to join the Pathways Committee along with David Magee.

Pathways –Trial/Signage – Bob Woodill discussed finished and proposed projects. Bob Woodill and Bill Grafton will submit the application for the 11/6/12.
Agent Report: For additional information on the Agent’s comments to the Commission, please refer to the agent’s written notes, which are available in the Conservation Office.

OFFICE BUSINESS/MISCELLANEOUS

Bills: $972.91 - Conservation expenses: $660 Adrian Nameplates, DBS Lumber $97, Chessia Consulting $115, Bond Printing $100. 

Motion: Bob Woodill moved to pay the bills.






Second: Bill Grafton 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

ADJOURNMENT

Motion: Bob Woodill moved to adjourn at 11:10pm.

Second: Lori Hillstrand 



In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

I hereby certify that the above minutes were presented and voted by a majority vote by the Norwell Conservation Commission on November 6, 2012.

_______________________________

David Osborne, Chairman
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion: Bill Grafton moved to enter into Executive Session for the purposes of discussing license agreements and to then return to regular session. 

Second: Bob Woodill 

Members Polled:  Marynel Halatsis – Aye, Lori Hillstrand – Aye, David Osborne – Aye, Bob Woodill – Aye, Bill Grafton – Aye.

Farming License:

Present: John Hornstra
John Hornstra is waiting for a current soil analysis so that he can complete his farm plan.

All present reviewed the farm contract, which will be a rotating three-year contract. John Hornstra has no problem with the contract. 

David Osborne expressed his concern about the license banning animals on the farms. Bob Galvin said that this could always be waived if it’s thought to be important. He also said that, as done with Norwell Farms, if they did want animals on the farms, they could come back to the Commission with a plan.  The same thing can be done with Mr. Hornstra. 

Bob Galvin will create execution copies and email them to John Hornstra for signature and get them back to the Selectmen and the Commission for approval. These agreements would be signed in open session.

Motion:  Bill Grafton moved to approve the Hornstra farm license agreement for the Jacob Farm Property, with the Norwell Conservation Commission, the Board of Selectmen and the Norwell Historic Commission using the 9/27/12 draft and the approval of the Hornstra farm contract for the Donovan Farm Property, using the 9/27/12 draft, with the Norwell Conservation Commission and Board of Selectmen.

Second:  Bob Woodill 
In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

Norwell Farms: 

Present:  CSA: Nicky Bartley, Jeff Gangoon (Attorney for CSA), Mary Beth Shay and Joanne Randolph. Gregg McBride and Ellen Allen from the Selectmen’s office.

The draft license for Norwell Farms was discussed. This is a three-year term license.

Bob Galvin highlighted the comments on the west barn and a portion of the carriage house since the use of these areas is questioned. Joanne Randolph said that the west barn would be used for educational events and the carriage house, first stall, for distribution and then the future for storage of a cultivating tractor. Another section of the carriage house would be used for an office. 

Bob Galvin suggested that the terms and conditions, which were removed in the Hornstra agreements relating to the barn and carriage house, should go back into the contract. There should also be a paragraph for the $500 consideration for use of the barns. He also sited changes to various paragraphs.

Jeff Gangoon has concerns since there are no carve-outs for pre-existing conditions. They haven’t had the opportunity to do any due diligence on the property. They haven’t received a “phase 1” from the town. They are a non-profit entity that is limited to the insurance they can carry. There should be a written carve-out for the personal liability of those working the farm. Bob Galvin has no problem with this. Nancy Hemingway suggested that Bob Galvin and Jeff Gangoon work on this and come back with new edits.

Nicky Bartley presented a template of the application for the greenhouse, to be submitted to Historic New England. Nancy Hemingway asked that any management plan include farm maintenance, hazardous materials and stockpiling location information. David Osborne expressed the necessity for a farm plan by December 1, 2012.

Motion: Bill Grafton moved to delegate the Chairman, David Osborne, to sign on behalf of the Conservation Commission, the license agreement with Norwell Farms and the Jacob Farms property as long as Bob Galvin and the Board of Selectmen are in agreement.

Second: Bob Woodill

Motion: Bill Grafton moved to leave Executive Session and return to open session. 

Second: Marynel Halatsis 

Members polled:  Marynel Halatsis – Aye, Lori Hillstrand – Aye, David Osborne – Aye, Bob Woodill – Aye and Bill Grafton – Aye.

I hereby certify that the above minutes were presented and voted by a majority vote by the Norwell Conservation Commission on November 6, 2012.

_______________________________

David Osborne, Chairman
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