NORWELL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MEETING MINUTES 

October 15, 2013 @ 7:00 PM - Room 112

ATTENDANCE: Bob Woodill, Lori Hillstrand, Bruce Humphrey and Ron Mott.

Conservation Agent: Nancy Hemingway

Acting Chair: Bob Woodill  

AGENDA ACCEPTANCE

Motion: Bruce Humphrey moved to accept the agenda.

Second: Ron Mott 



In Favor:  All

7:00PM: COMMISSION BUSINESS 

Citizen Petition to clean Jacobs Pond

Bob Woodill invited anyone with concerns to come forward. 

· Connie Birmingham – 19 Leigh Road. – When will the pond be cleaned, how will it be done, where is the money coming from, what has to be done to get it going?

Bruce Humphrey asked if anyone in the audience could provide a history of what had transpired in the past with regards to the pond.  

· Kathy Desmond – 29 Leigh Road – gave past history of pond cleaning information, going back 5 years including when it went to court. 
· Marie Mollar – 88 Prospect Street – contributed her knowledge of what had transpired and stated that there is no money coming in since it was decided by the Selectmen not to collect the funds. She feels that an application should be completed and submitted to the CPC. 

The Citizen’s Group will be meeting with the Selectmen. It was suggested that they express their concerns and know that the Conservation Commission is in agreement with the pond cleaning.

Bob Woodill explained the process needed that couldn’t be done until summer of next year. He suggested going to the CPC as an “association” He also mentioned possibly borrowing machines from neighboring towns. He also suggested having a point person to work with the NCC. 

· Dave DeCoste – Selectman – explained what the group could do to have this come before town meeting and explained that the past funding decision is not final. 

· Jerry Griffins – 18 Douglas Road – would like to find out what the cost will be. Nancy Hemingway said that she is working on getting cost information together. 

· Laurie Mott – 15 Wendell Avenue – Shared the frustration of the people feeling that there is no help being given to them by different committees. Where is the money to study things?

Nancy Hemingway – Gave a few options: contact the CPC, petition to the Town Meeting General Funds, see if the Selectmen would cover any of this.

SCHEDULED DISCUSSIONS

Commission Priority Projects, Land Management – Nancy Hemingway said that the Stetson Walk is Thursday at 1pm. It will help support our funding from town meetings. Three of the four trails are cleared. It only cost the Commission $450 since we had the equipment and just paid for labor.

Jacob’s walls were done on the outside. They will now go to Donovan’s. Stetson Field - parking and picnic areas maintenance would expand the budget. Mark Herman’s Industrial Arts Class offered to build benches. There will be ten benches to put along the trail.

Commission Regulatory Housekeeping – the Commission when possible should review OOC forms revision.

SUB-COMMITTEE UPDATES 

Open Space & Recreation – Nancy Hemingway said, per Marynel Halatsis, the Wild land’s Trust would be coming in to discuss how to get better and permanent protection. 

Pathways- Bob Woodill explained what had been decided with the path on Fourth Street.

Trail/Signage – Nancy Hemingway asked if she could distribute “Draft Maps” to those citizens requesting them. Agreement by Commission members to distribute maps.

Farming/Licensing – Nancy Hemingway said no new signatures or response.

CPC – Nancy Hemingway asked if members could use a site walk for the Simon Hill property since we are responsible for maintaining the land - Positive response from members. David DeCoste encouraged the Commission to have the land delineated as soon as possible, in terms of responsibility. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Bills: $785.25 W.B. Mason, ABC Equipment, Debra Kruk - $240 Chessia Consulting - $480 Mark Medeiros.

Motion: Ron Mott moved to pay the bills.

Second: Bruce Humphrey 

In Favor:  All

Minutes: none

8:00PM:         PUBLIC HEARINGS LEGAL DOCUMENTS/VOTES 

***Legal Documents/Votes

***Minor Amendments, Reviews, COC’s

***Requests for Determination

***Notices of Intent

***Enforcements/ Violations

10 Forest Ridge (Lot 9) / SE52-1002 / Single-Family Home                                       COC 

Applicant: James Leonard (Sun Construction) / Representative: Keefe Associates 

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway said that this was a carryover from last spring. Plantings look great. Recommends approval.

Motion: Bruce Humphrey moved to issue a COC for 10 Forest Ridge (Lot 9).

Second: Lori Hillstrand 


In Favor:  All







30 Parker Street / SE52-1015 / Septic Install                                                                           COC

Applicant: Robert J. & Joan L. Shea / Representative: Brendan Sullivan, Cavanaro Consulting

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway recommends approval.

Motion: Bruce Humphrey moved to issue a COC for 30 Parker Street.

Second: Ron Mott 


In Favor:  All

497 Mount Blue St. / SE52-996 / Septic & Grading                                                                 COC

Applicant: Kristen Sauter / Representative: Jeff Hassett, Morse Engineering

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway recommends approval.

Motion: Bruce Humphrey moved to issue a COC for 497 Mount Blue Street / SE52-996.


Second: Ron Mott 


In Favor:  All

497 Mount Blue St. / SE52-1008 / Addition                                                                               COC
Applicant: Kristen Sauter / Representative: Jeff Hassett, Morse Engineering

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway recommends approval. 

Motion: Bruce Humphrey moved to issue a COC for 497 Mount Blue Street / SE52-1008. 

Second: Ron Mott 


In Favor:  All

141 Longwater Drive / SE52-983 / Medical Bldg. Construction                                              COC
Applicant: Foxrock Properties LLC / Representative: Nathan Cheal

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway said that all but four items have been addressed. John Chessia said that there is no reason to hold up issuance of the COC since they agreed to do the final items. Nancy Hemingway is in agreement. 

Motion: Ron Mott moved to issue a COC for 141 Longwater Drive. 

Second: Lori Hillstrand   

In Favor:  Bob Woodill, Ron Mott, Lori Hillstrand. 






Abstained: Bruce Humphrey


387 River Street / SE52- 1039 / Walkout basement, deck, fence & re-grade       Abbrev. NOI (cont.) 

Applicant: Stephen & Susana Griffin / Representative: (Same)

Present: Stephen & Susana Griffin

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway said that no new information was received. 

Joan Caddigan – abutter - 389 River Street – has concerns about drainage issue to her property. Mr. Griffin explained that the water would drain in the other direction, which is away from her property.

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway recommends an orange construction fence with an 18” mulch socks along the 50’ then going to the outside corner. Ron Mott asked for some plantings along the bottom edge of the grass to help the water run off situation. Nancy Hemingway recommends a very low growing ground cover of dense diverse plants.

Motion: Lori Hillstrand moves to approve 387 River Street with the conditions as noted on the map (limit of work including fencing be shown by the orange line on the revised map - Plantings are shown by red “X’s” - Sumac below the limit of work is allowed to be cut and replaced by hand - 18” mulch sock.)

Second: Bruce Humphrey 

In Favor:  All

 282 Lincoln Street/SE52-1041/Loam and Seed BVW, Bank & Stream (After-the-Fact) NOI (cont.) 

Applicant: Denise & Patrick Kenney / Representative: N/A

Present: Denise and Patrick Kenney

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway, Ron Mott and Marynel Halatsis did a site walk with collecting soil samples. She feels that the most of the fill had been there before the Kenney’s moved in. The fill that was added needs to be removed to the original level. Lori Hillstrand feels that since they only added loam to an area that was already loamed is extremely unfair to the homeowners. Nancy Hemingway read the letter that was received from DEP regarding this property and the future problem they may have. Mr. Kenney will remove the added fill then call the Agent to inspect the property.

Motion: Bruce Humphrey moved to close the After-the-Fact NOI for 282 Lincoln Street.

Second: Ron Mott 


In Favor:  All

AGENTS REPORT  - For additional information on the Agent’s comments to the Commission, please refer to the agent’s written notes, which are available in the Conservation Office.

 ENFORCEMENT / VIOLATION HEARINGS and DISCUSSIONS: 

Summary of ongoing violations status report

19 & 22 Prospect Street – Nancy Hemingway is having trouble getting the information from the landowners. Ron Mott gave a history of what was done prior to him moving from 19 Prospect St.

There is no information that can be found before 1991 to pursue the enforcement order. Properties with violations prior to 2005 should not be addressed if and until the property comes back with a violation in the future. 

Chittendon Lane Dock - Nancy Hemingway suggested sending a letter to CPC stating the dock is no longer in good condition and find out what they want to do. Site walk will be done.

High School Fields – John Chessia is picking up on any changes to the original plan. Final SWPPP is completed and on Keep & Share.

196 River Street – 75% of plantings required were done – 6 of plants didn’t survive – homeowner is asking if they can substitute cement poles with conservation markers. Approved.

Chessia Consulting – 3 contracts needing signatures for tomorrow morning. John Chessia and Jim Boudreau have signed and just need an Acting Chair from the NCC to sign.

181 Stetson – A request for an addition and handicapped ramp needed for the landowner. Approved.

Lot 2 Parker Street – Owner wants to do a smaller house on same footprint. Approved. 

Federal Lane – This is a subdivision where applicant avoided stormwater review by showing the limit of work at the 100’ buffer. They have impacted it when the stormwater breeched. Now they want to further go into the 50’ buffer with grading on four of the lots. 

SCIENCE AND REGULATION IN THE NEWS 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES – MACC Fall Conference will be held on 11/16/13 with the subject being invasive identification and approaches to control.

Grant opportunities are available for trail work and coastal land projects. 
ADJOURNMENT:

Motion: Lori Hillstrand moved to adjourn at 9:25pm.

Second: Bruce Humphrey 

In Favor:  All

I hereby certify that the above minutes were presented and voted by a majority vote by the Norwell Conservation Commission on November 19, 2013.  

_______________________________

David Osborne, Chairman
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