NORWELL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

November 6, 2012 @ 7:00 PM - Room 112

ATTENDANCE: Bob Woodill, David Osborne, Marynel Halatsis, Lori Hillstrand and David Magee. 

AGENDA ACCEPTANCE

Additions: Bob Woodill would like added, under DISCUSSION, a discussion of proposals for CPC. David Osborne would like to include, under DISCUSSION, the business prioritization “wish list” and a discussion on a Commonwealth of Massachusetts letter regarding 935 Main Street.

Motion: David Magee moved to accept the 11/6/12 agenda as modified.

Second: Bill Grafton 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

SCHEDULED DISCUSSIONS   

7:00 Commission business items prioritization – tabled to end of hearing.

PUBLIC HEARING

Off Pleasant Street & George Rd.  / SE52- 997 / SFH w/ Driveway Crossing  NOI (cont. & reposted) 

Applicant: Philip Johnson / Representative: Kevin Grady, Grady Consulting
Present: Kevin Grady, Philip Johnson and Paul Braudna of Seacoast Engineering.

Discussion: Kevin Grady had prepared a summary and a response to questions from the last hearing. Also, at the last meeting, soil testing was discussed and additional testing requested. Results were discussed. Overall site plan had no changes to the locations of buildings or moving of the drainage systems. They added construction entrances, additional erosion controls and stockpile areas. Kevin Grady received additional comments to the revised plan, yesterday, which had 9 items listed and briefly discussed. There will be a Homeowner’s Association document drafted. Nancy Hemingway questioned previous issues with road ownership. David Osborne asked that this be continued until the Homeowner’s Association document is completed.

Paul Braudna – discussed the Mass. Stormwater Pollution Prevention Standards. There were 5 test pits were done on 10/22/12 which all passed the test. He discussed the Operations and Maintenance Plans and feels that important items seem to be under control at this time.

Jeffrey Smead – 28 George Road – discussed the water drainage. He’s worried about the amount of water drainage, which is now going onto his property.

Nancy Hemingway addressed questions regarding the water drainage. Mr. Braugna reviewed the old plans against the existing open order. The grading plan for the roadway development was discussed. Kevin Grady said that he would research these concerns. 

Karen Halloran – 8 George Road – concerns about French drain. Stone is exposed and questioned who will maintain this. She questioned whether the board has received the attorney’s letter. Nancy Hemingway answered that we have and it was added to the file.

George Halloran – 8 George Road – spoke about dam being built.

Richard Chevrey – 20 George Road - erosion control is impeding his ability to get in and out of his property. 

Robin Folsham – 20 George Road - explained how difficult it is to get her small car out of her driveway. An 8’ opening was made so that she can get in and out. 

David Osborne would like to see in writing, what issues are going to be addressed. Nancy Hemingway said that this would be continued to 11/20/12 at 7pm. 
Motion: Bill Grafton moved to continue Off Pleasant Street & George Rd. SE52-99, with the applicant’s permission to retain Paul Braugna, under a $5,000 cap, to report on our interest and to receive a letter from Mr. Braugna within two to three days delineating this agreement.
Second: Bob Woodill 


In Favor:  All 


Opposed: None

935 Main Street/SE52- 1006/Proposed Dwelling w/driveway, septic, utilities & grading  NOI (cont.) 

Applicant: Christopher White / Representative: Thomas Pozerski, Merrill Associates 

Present: Brad Holmes, Chris White and Thomas Pozerski.

Discussion: David Osborne read a letter from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Office of Human Services regarding Road to Responsibility’s building a residence. Nancy Hemingway and David Magee then read a continuation letter. Nancy Hemingway stated that this is environmental issue only and that any other concerns would not be discussed at this hearing.

Thomas Pozerski said there was a site walk and he then explained the site plan. They have no activity within 100’ of the vernal pool.  There will be no runoff leaving the site. Brad Holmes addressed the vernal pool and the wetland site. The project designed meets all Commission standards and exceeds levels that the Commission required. 

Nancy Hemingway had two information requests; one – cross-sections of the Stormwater system and two - the increase in the traffic down a shared driveway with an offset to deal with any problems in drainage and erosion. Bill Grafton suggested a prior OOC that he would like to see continue.

John Whitten – represents the Gillis’ – his comments are first, the prior OOC and the second issue is Merrill is clearly admitting they are developing with 100’ buffer zone due to the size of the structure. On behalf of the Gillis’ he would like the Commission to grant an OOC requiring that the structure be moved outside the 100’ buffer zone. 

Nicole ___________ – 939 Main Street – questioned size of house – Mr. Pozerski answered 3300 sq ft. single story. 

Mr. Osborne asked if the house could be moved out of the 100’ buffer and the square footage of the house reduced. Mr. Pozerski answered that there is some flexibility with reducing the building size and alternatives with moving the building. David Osborne asked for a plan at the next meeting. 

Jean Scannell – 929 Main Street – box turtles on adjoining property and knows the original house was condemned.

Tim Scannell – asked the size of the old structure. Mr. Pozerski said it was 3100 sq ft with a farmer’s porch around the front and this is 3300 sq ft.

Motion: Bill Grafton moved to continue 935 Main St/SE52-1006 to the November 20, 2012 meeting.

Second: Bob Woodill  


In Favor:  All


Opposed: None 

211 Bowker Street / SE52-1007 / Pool                                                                            NOI (cont.)
Applicant: Alfredo & Susana Chan / Representative: Rick Grady, Grady Consulting 

Present: Rick Grady, Alfredo and Susana Chan
Discussion: Rick Grady said that they are trying to maximize the setback to the wetland at the rear of the property. Nancy Hemingway’s comments about removing trees due to the proposed location of the pool caused this revised plan to be submitted. This plan would keep the pool in the previous location with the existing cleared areas. They are within the 50’ buffer and are asking for relief on this setback. They are proposing mitigation to put approximately 2142 sq ft of plantings. They would be removing the existing lawn area for the planting area. They are requesting permission to remove two diseased hemlocks. The Chan’s purchased the house in 1997.

Nancy Hemingway did a site visit, which exposed a number of violation issues. The wetland delineation – she is not comfortable with the line. Throughout the site, there is brush dumped into the wetland and must be removed before moving forward. There is fill almost to the wetland throughout the property. The house was changed since 1980, with the additions of a deck and pool done without permits. She strongly urges a site visit for the group. David Osborne agreed with the site visit and new wetland delineation. He would like to continue the hearing to 11/20/12. 

Motion: Bill Grafton moved to continue 211 Bowker St/SE52-1007/Pool with a site walk scheduled for 11/12/12 at 8am.

Second: David Magee 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

435  River Street  / NCC# 36(12) / No project proposed - determination of whether site area & resource area boundaries are depicted accurately & jurisdictional to WPA & Town Municipal  Bylaw                                                                                                                       RDA

Applicant: Kristen Sauter / Representative: Jeff Hassett, Morse Engineering 

Motion: David Magee to continue 435 River Street/NCC#36(12) to the next hearing.

Second: Bob Woodill 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

497 Mount Blue SE52-1008 / Addition w/ deck, driveway & utilities                         NOI (cont.) 

Applicant: John S. Barry / Representative: Greg Morse, Morse Engineering Co.

Present: Adam Brodsky, Brad Holmes, Jeff Hassick and Kristin Sutter. 

Discussion: Adam Brodsky stated that the DEP number wasn’t here for the original hearing on 10/16/12 and the Commission wanted a site visit so they are here for the continuation. Marynel Halatsis said that the installation of a split rail fence along the intermittent stream was discussed during the site walk. David Osborne said that the fence and a few markers were decided upon during the site walk. Adam Brodsky agreed to run the fence and markers along the tree line to marker 828 and eliminate the mitigation shrubs. Bill Grafton asked for a new plan for the record.

Motion: Bill Grafton moved to close 497 Mount Blue/SE52-1008/Addition w/deck, driveway & utilities with the conditions that we add a split rail fence with conservation markers from the stonewall on the western side of the property forward on the tree line to wetland flag A-9 with standard boilerplate conditions plus the submission of an updated plan.

Second: Bob Woodill 


In Favor: All


Opposed:  None

170 Bowker Street / SE52- 1009 / Addition                                                                    NOI

Applicant: Christine Collins / Representative: Mr. SURVEYING

Present: Jeffrey and Christina Collins

Discussion: Jeffrey Collins is proposing an addition. Nancy Hemingway said that there was a wetland delineation done by a previous owner. She had information that the yard may have been regraded. She has no issue with erosion control. The owners redid the driveway, outside the buffer zone.  

Motion: David Magee moved to close the hearing on 170 Bowker Street.

Second: Bill Grafton 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None




PUBLIC MEETING 

Open Space & Recreation Plan: Discussion to formerly adopt Rules & Regulations re: Conservation-managed properties

Discussion: Bill Grafton said that rules and regulations need to be approved for Open Space & Recreation. The Braintree plan can be used as a guide. These plans would be merged and Nancy Hemingway will type for tomorrow. 

Motion: Bill Grafton moved to adopt a set of rules and regulations for the open space Norwell using the Braintree plan as a guide.

Second: Bob Woodill 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

LEGAL DOCUMENTS/VOTES

151 Pine Street / SE52-849 / Addition & Septic                                                            COC  

Applicant: William & Diana Schneider / Representative: Rick Grady, Grady Consulting 

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway said that two items, a shed and two small parking areas were not shown. The owners have revised the plan and she is satisfied with it. No use in the parking area to the right of the driveway is permitted. The one shed can remain even though it was not permitted. 

Motion: Bill Grafton moved to issue a COC for 151 Pine St/SE52-849/Addition & Septic, including language reading no parking to the right of the driveway since it is close to the wetland.

Second: Bob Woodill 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

497 Mount Blue Street / SE52- 1008 / Addition w/ deck, driveway & utilities          OOC

Applicant: Kristen Sauter / Representative: Jeff Hassett, Morse Engineering 

Motion: Bill Grafton moved to issue an OOC for 497 Mount Blue Street/SE52 – 1008/Addition w/deck, driveway & utilities with the standard boilerplate and special conditions with the installation of a split rail fence from the stonewall along the tree line, approximately flag A-9, with conservation markers and the issuance of the updated plan.

Second: Bob Woodill 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

435 River Street / NCC# 36(12) / No project proposed - determination of whether site area & resource area boundaries are depicted accurately & jurisdictional to WPA & Town Municipal Bylaw                                                                                                                                 DOA

Applicant: John S. Barry / Representative: Greg Morse, Morse Engineering Co.

Continued.

ENFORCEMENT DISCUSSIONS

Barrell Lane /NCC# 35(11) / Erosion Issue / SWPPP Compliance: 

Deb Kelleher, McKenzie – monitor

13 & 15 Queen Anne’s Lane / EO# 2012 (1) & EO# 2012 (2) / Wetland & Riverfront Violation   Enf. Orders
Homeowners: Richard/Karen Kenney & Janet/David Burke

Discussion: Nancy Hemingway said that the Enforcement Order has been recorded. Brad Holmes is currently working on this order. 
VIOLATION UPDATES / DISCUSSIONS 

Table to next meeting

· Cedar Point 25

· School Street 83

DISCUSSIONS
Environmental Notification Form 

· Mill Pond Dam review of submittal to MEPA – Nancy Hemingway said that the site visit is scheduled for next Thursday. Nature breached the dam on the right and now the stream is underneath the tennis court. They are now redirecting the stream to continue the herring run. YMCA volunteers are doing this work.  Nancy Hemingway will send an email to the members about the pending meeting.

· Subdivision updates – Wildcat, Harvest, Damon

Sub-Committee updates:

· Open Space & Recreation – Bob Woodill would like to have approval for the kiosk signs and street signs for seven properties since the cost has gone up. He suggested asking for what we want and let them cut it down. It is now up to $24k and this does not include parking lots. The timeline is that the pre-applications have to be in by the 26th and paperwork is to be submitted. No meeting necessary at this point. If interested, they would assign someone to work with him sometime in January. 

Bob Woodill would like to speak with Harbormaster about a floating dock on Jacob’s Pond. The cost for 70’ out, with a movable shoot for kayaks, and railings would be $69k with installation. There is an 8year warranty.  

· Pathways 

· Trail/Signage 

· Farming/Licensing – David Osborne said that the Selectmen and the Norwell Farms CSA and the Conservation Commission was all in agreement that they did not want “barring animals” in the license. David Osborne feels that farm animals should be stricken from the licensing agreement. Lori Hillstrand received a preliminary farm plan from Nicky. Nancy Hemingway said that it is on the Keep and Share website. Nancy Hemingway will inform Bob Galvin on this discussion.  

· CPC

Agent Report

· 11 Fieldstone

· On-going projects, training and programs – 

· Budget Draft - David Osborne would like a few people to review and submit comments and recommendations concerning the budget. 

We have no money to maintain existing trails and parking lots. We have not asked for a budget increase for 5 years and suggesting the possibility of requesting additional funds for Conservation activities.

Agent Report: For additional information on the Agent’s comments to the Commission, please refer to the agent’s written notes, which are available in the Conservation Office.

Wish list – Bill Grafton addressed the wish list. He said that the budget proposal evaluation and need is a top priority. He added that the fiscal year 2014 budget review is due on December 14th. He reviewed this list and thinks that Commission business time and priority, Commission consultants, list of pre-approved wetland consultants, new conservation lands connectivity, building on existing parcels adjacent to Norwell Conservation Land parcels, etc. should be listed. Submitted list.

Nancy Hemingway asked that everyone send back their priorities and then they will streamline this.   

OFFICE BUSINESS/MISCELLANEOUS

1. Bills
Motion: David Magee moved to pay the bills.

Second: Bill Grafton 

In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

2. Minutes:  6/7/11  

Motion: David Magee moved to accept the minutes from 6/7/11.

Second: Bill Grafton 

In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

Motion: Bill Grafton moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:55pm.

Second: Bob Woodill 

In Favor: All


Opposed:  None
I hereby certify that the above minutes were presented and voted by a majority vote by the Norwell Conservation Commission on February 5, 2013.

_______________________________

David Osborne, Chairman
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