NORWELL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

May 19, 2009 @ 7:00 PM - Room 112

ATTENDANCE: David Osborne, Clifford Prentiss, Kathryn Mudgett, Burton Bryan, Deborah Hill, Gregg McBride.

Conservation Agent: Abigail Hardy.

AGENDA ACCEPTANCE: 

Additions:  Discussion of Town Meeting Articles added by Cliff Prentiss. 

Motion: Clifford Prentiss moved to accept the agenda with the addition as listed.

Second:  Kathryn Mudgett 

In Favor:  All

 
Opposed:  None

SCHEDULED DISCUSSIONS

8:00-8:30 Notre Dame Academy Vernal Pool Certification Field Work Presentation

PUBLIC HEARING

15 Madison Court / SE52- 925 / Install 1500 Gallon Septic Tank & Pump Chamber                     NOI 

Applicant: Harold Crispo / Representative: Rick Grady, Grady Consulting 

Discussion: Rick Grady handed Abigail Hardy the abutter notices. Mr. Grady stated that this is a proposed septic repair within 100’ of a bordering vegetative wetland for a failed system. Raised ranch house with septic in rear of property. A 1500-gallon septic tank and 1500-gallon pump chamber will be installed. The pumping will be in the front of the property as far as possible from the wetland, which is located in the rear of the property. The septic tank is 30’ at closest point to bordering vegetative wetland. The soils on site are gravelly sand, which have excellent permeability. The leaching field is 89’ from bordering vegetative wetland. Some grading for system will be required in front of property, with loop currently used for the driveway removed to allow for this grading. Abigail Hardy visited the site and felt that the septic system was in a good location as far away from the wetland as it could be. She felt that most of her comments could be included in the conditions and wouldn’t affect the project. She said that line should not be accepted for this project since flags should be moved slightly and removal of trash in wetland needs to be done. There is a shed at the edge of the wetland, which could stay. The flag that was a problem was along the tree line and not involved with this project. Grass clippings were put in the wetland and dumped on top of wetland vegetation.

Motion: Clifford Prentiss moved to accept Abigail Hardy comments for conditioning and close the hearing to allow the improvement to a failed septic system.

Second:  Burton Bryan 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

55 Bridge Street / SE52 - ? / Addition                                                                                                   NOI 

Applicant: Gordon Pulsifer / Representative: John Keefe, Keefe Associates 

Application Incomplete – The applicant has not notified the abutters so this hearing cannot open tonight. It will be on the June 2, 2009 meeting. There is also no DEP number assigned.

LEGAL DOCUMENTS/VOTES

Parker Street, Lot 2 / SE52-824 / Single-Family Home                               Ext. to Order of Conditions
Applicant: Kevin Delaney

Discussion: Abigail Hardy passed out the letter received from Mr. Delaney to the Commission members for review. Clifford Prentiss asked if the OOC had expired. Mr. Delaney said that it had not. 

Mr. Delaney stated that his client purchased the property, which was a 5-acre property, with the agreement of building a retreat home for his family. His family situation has changed and the property has been on the market for over a year with no interest shown. If the OOC is not extended, he then does not have a build able lot and will lose the property entirely.  He purchased the lot for $375k, with a substantial mortgage. He is hoping to sell this property for a “short sale” with the mortgage company taking less than what they are owed. He would request that the board use their discretion. Abigail Hardy suggested that the Commission should take a look at the plan with the house footprint that had expired. Mr. Delaney said that he had done the purchase and sale agreement for the buyer subject to the Commission approving the OOC, and the Board of Health approving the septic plan and when this happened, they closed on the deal.

Abigail Hardy said that there is some concern with the wetland line and that nothing had been done for three years. Gregg McBride said that at this point, he had no objection to one small house and one large house. David Osborne and Clifford Prentiss suggested extending the OOC for one year. Mr. Delaney asked the Commission to extend the OOC to August 24, 2010. The reason is that the Board of Health did extend it to this date. Abigail Hardy asked Mr. Delaney to remind his client that if the project takes two years, they will need an additional extension. 

Motion: Clifford Prentiss moved to extend the OOC to August 24, 2010.

Second   Gregg McBride 


In Favor: All


Opposed: None

32 Circuit Street / SE52-919 / Septic Repair                                                  Certificate of Compliance 

Applicant: Susan Fallon / Representative: Rick Grady 

Discussion: Abigail Hardy said that the septic is fine and the project is fine. The Commission requested a required row of plantings to be approved. The row of blueberry bushes had been put in two months ago. She saw the plants and they looked good. The buyer called her and said that she’s like to put in wetland plantings since it would require less work for her. She agrees with the permit and said that the house is now up for sale. 

Motion:  Clifford Prentiss moved to issue a Certificate of Compliance.
Second:  Gregg McBride


In Favor:  All


Opposed: None

32 Arrowhead Drive / SE52-923 / Pool & Landscaping                                          Order of Conditions

Applicant: Mary Ellen Kelley / Representative: Rick Grady, Grady Consulting 

Discussion: Abigail Hardy said that they had not submitted the revised planting plan and it is not on the plan. It needs to be conditioned. Gregg McBride said that we should approve the OOC subject to the receipt of the plan with the orientation of the pool to stay out of the 50’ no-build zone. Abigail Hardy said that in the prior discussion, the planting plan looked good except for getting rid of some of the non-native species. It will be landscaped around the pool. Abigail Hardy said that they were looking to keep low growing plants near the pool and were having trouble finding non-native plants. Gregg McBride said the approval should be contingent upon the condition that it doesn’t allow cutting outside the developed area which is the existing lawn and patio. Abigail Hardy added that it should also include the approval of the receipt of a re-configured, re-oriented pool to stay out of the 50’ zone and a planting plan, to be approved by her. 

Motion: Gregg McBride moved to approve the project with the conditions discussed.

Second: Clifford Prentiss 
   

In Favor: All except Deborah Hill since she wasn’t present at the initial hearing.


Opposed:  None

After the vote was taken, an audience member questioned Abigail Hardy.

Laurie Sprague, the potential buyer, asked if the OOC had been approved. Abigail Hardy said that the blueberry bushed cannot be cut down and that she would call Ms. Sprague tomorrow and meets her on the property.

82 Summer Street / SE52 - 926 / Remove (8) Trees, Garage Addition & Restoration                  OOC 

Applicant: Matt Mullen / Representative: John Keefe, Keefe Associates 

Discussion:  Abigail Hardy stated that this is a repaving project with the cutting of some trees in the 50’ buffer zone. 

The conditions discussed during the hearing were: putting in a crushed stone trench at the edge of the driveway and requiring a planting plan. Clifford Prentiss suggested a 2’ deep x 1 ½’. 2’ wide   with fabric on bottom and sides, filled with crushed stone and a 2” minus. David Osborne also suggested putting in some trees at the edge of the driveway. Abigail Hardy said that there is a cement retaining wall and that the house is built on a hill. There is a short narrow driveway with the cement retaining wall on one side and trees on the other side, about 10’ wide. Clifford Prentiss asked that they add something of value along the wetland line. He suggested asking for a planting plan including some boulders. Abigail Hardy said that the house was empty since 1975 and a substantial improvement has been done. 

Motion:  Clifford Prentiss moved to approve the Order of Conditions.

Second:  Burton Bryan 



In Favor: All


Opposed:  None

DISCUSSIONS
Jacob’s Pond Plantings/Fence 

Discussion: Deborah Hill said that she and Abigail Hardy visited the farm to discuss some possibilities of fencing and plantings. Abigail Hardy said that they saw two or three pair of geese; with one of the pair having 9 goslings and the other pair had 8. Gregg McBride said that there is a pond in Brookline where there are geese everywhere, except at the location of the fence since they want to be able to get in and out. Clifford Prentiss suggested a fence in the openings, since the goslings can’t fly and the parents won’t leave the goslings. Deborah Hill suggested that a planting plan isn’t the solution and that the fence is the way to go. Gregg McBride said that it is a green fence and wouldn’t be visible from the road. Deborah Hill agrees that this is the way to go. Abigail Hardy suggested having John Hornstra not mowing quite as close, possibly 5-10’ from the fence, and having the vegetation grown naturally. Abigail Hardy said that the backfield needed a fence in only a few spots, but the front field may need fencing along the whole edge or fence it in only the egregious spots. Abigail Hardy will get a cost estimate for the fencing to be put up in the fall. Gregg McBride suggested putting up the fence now in a non-visible area. David Osborne suggested putting up the fencing in the pond area. 

Wildcat Permit status 

Discussion: Mr. Gallagher is here for this article. Abigail Hardy said that the Wildcat is back with an open space residential design in front of the Planning Board. She would like to know if they are planning on coming before the Conservation Commission. Mr. Gallagher said that they are. They are allowing them to do 20’ wide roadways and this will change the crossings which will be narrower. Gregg McBride said that the only aspect is the crossing and the one lot included in the permit. Mr. Gallagher said that it may be 20% less impact. 

Summer Meeting Schedule
Discussion: Abigail Hardy suggested canceling the second meeting in August. She would like to know so that she can plan her vacation. She suggested the third week in August. Gregg McBride said that we can go with just the first week in August for a meeting. Deborah Hill agrees with Gregg McBride. July 21st and August 18th will be cancelled.  

Motion: Burton Bryan moved to cancel the July 21, 2009 & the August 18th meeting.

Second: Deborah Hill 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

Town Meeting Articles Discussion 

Discussion: Gregg McBride said that we are not able to print ????? in the Loring Farms since the money is not appropriated. The continuation of Stone House Gardens worked in their favor since the Moderator and Town Counsel ruled that it was so vaguely written it didn’t provide enough warning to residents as to what would be discussed. On Thursday, a postcard will be sent to all residents explaining the article. We are now basically just observers to Loring Farms. They will still be on the warrant and will present the article that they will have money to be able to buy restrictions. The other aspect is that the successful bidder will have to move the occupant out of the house. Abigail Hardy said that she heard that someone is going to bring up an issue of Stone House Gardens because of the past use and it being an environmental issue. Gregg McBride said that the Commission has a couple of articles and someone should be speaking for them. Abigail Hardy said that she could talk or Christopher Mickle can talk. Abigail Hardy said that one article is the replacement of the conservation fund and the other is Jacob’s Farm. 

ENFORCEMENT DISCUSSIONS 

OFFICE BUSINESS/MISCELLANEOUS
1. Bills 

2. Minutes: April 7, 2009, April 21, 2009 and May 5, 2009. 

Abigail Hardy suggested a slight change to the 4/7/09. She read the article and asked for feedback. One change is the name from “Mulberry” to “Mowbry”. Gregg McBride stated that there was a change, to be written as: “the court issued the guardian a license to sell for no less than $1.1 million”. 

Motion:  Gregg McBride moved to accept the minutes.

Second:  Kathryn Mudgett 
In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

I hereby certify that the above minutes were presented and voted by a majority vote by the Norwell Conservation Commission on January 18, 2011.

_______________________________

David Osborne, Chairman
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