
NORWELL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

March 16, 2010 @ 7:00 PM - Room 112

ATTENDANCE: Deborah Hill, Kathryn Mudgett, Christopher Mickle, David Osborne, Burton Bryan, David Magee and Gregg McBride.

AGENDA ACCEPTANCE:

Additions: Gregg McBride adds brief discussion of new member for the Community Preservation Committee. David Osborne added brief discussion on Jacob’s Pond Estates.

Motion: Christopher Mickle moved to accept the agenda with the additions.

Second: David Magee 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

SCHEDULED DISCUSSIONS

PUBLIC HEARING

Forest Ridge, Lot 15 / SE52-941 / Construction of a SFH w/ Grading                                  NOI (cont.) 
Applicant/Representative: James Leonard of Sun Construction   
**Applicant has requested a continuation to the 4/6/10 meeting

Abigail Hardy: The line was changed and additional time was needed to survey the flags. In addition, the owner, Arthur Rowe, wanted to get the rest of the line on the adjacent lot reviewed by Art Allen.

Motion: Deborah Hill moved to continue the public hearing for Forest Ridge, Lot 15, SE52-941 continued to 4/6/10 at the applicant’s request.

Second: Kathryn Mudgett 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None



LEGAL DOCUMENTS/VOTES

239 Washington Street / SE52-942 / Construction of 7 Buildings                        Order of Conditions 
Applicant: Norwell Washington, LLC / Representative: Brad McKenzie, McKenzie Eng.

Abigail Hardy: She visited the site and the new erosion control had been installed near the culvert and around the basin but not at the front of the site as she requested. There is also still some silt in the stream that needs to be removed.

Discussion: Gregg McBride said that we are obligated by the settlement agreement to make it no stricter than what existed before. 

Deborah Hill said that the Commission should add the outstanding items and suggested this could be done through an Enforcement Order or by the addition of a condition. These items were based on the site inspection after the hearing was closed.  

Gregg McBride said that the OOC should be made contingent on the removal of the material and getting all of the haybales set up before the conditions actually take effect. 

David Osborne said that at the start, we had a monitor at the site. He wondered if the monitor should be changed and John Chessia was suggested.

Gregg McBride said that having someone local would be favorable since he can drive by regularly and check on the work. Deborah Hill said that it is in the settlement agreement that we have the right to hire the monitor. Gregg McBride said that we should put in the order that we will hire someone. 

Christopher Mickle said that a schedule was originally set as to when the monitor should be there. Originally, Gregg McBride was to be the contact at the beginning and when it wasn’t necessary for constant monitoring, it became less frequent. It was then stopped due to work stoppage. 

Christopher Mickle said that the OOC is to be the same as the expired order as well as the haybales and silt fence, requested by the agent, and re-vegetating the buffer zone. 

Gregg McBride suggested putting in the order that, before any work proceeds this spring, they should be required to plant the entire buffer zone. Deborah Hill said there is no reason to change the final settlement except to address the items mentioned tonight.  

Motion: Deborah Hill moved to issue an OOC to 239 Washington Street / SE52-942 that reflects the final OOC previously issued to the project with the addition of the final amendments that were discussed and are on tape from tonight’s meeting.

Second: Gregg McBride 

In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

44 Bridge Street / SE52-930 / Improvements Project                                              Cert. of Compliance 

Applicant: Hoffman, Trustees / Representative: Brad Holmes, Environ. Consulting 

Per a note from Abigail Hardy: She stated that the project is not ready to be on the meeting tonight and they have requested to be on the 4/16/10 meeting.

DISCUSSIONS
Commission updates on work with other Boards/Committees 

CPC – Gregg McBride would like to speak about the new member. Since his appointment to Selectman, he will be vacating his position on the CPC and they will need a Conservation member to be on this board. This board meets on the second and fourth Thursday’s each month.  

Request for filming at Jacob’s Pond

Abigail Hardy: The Commission received an email from Phil Sills requesting to film at Jacob’s Farm on May 22, 2010. The shoot will take place during the day and according to the e-mail, will have no impact. There is language from the Town Counsel for a liability release.

Motion: David Magee moved to allow the filming at Jacob’s Farm by Phil Sills and company as long as they follow the liability release requirements.

Second: Gregg McBride


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

Jacob’s Pond - Weed treatment OOC extension

Abigail Hardy: The Commission received a letter from the people who treated the pond for weeds pointing out that the Order will expire 6/13/10. They are asking that we request an extension. Christopher Mickle said that we will still need to treat the weeds and will need an OOC.  Christopher Mickle said that we should request that Abigail Hardy prepare the paperwork to file the extension.

Audience member heard:

Ernie Butler – residing at South Street in Norwell. He purchased a pond and wanted to notify the Commission that after 10” of rainfall, the dam was breached at Mill Pond on the Hanover side. He continued, saying that there is now discussion of putting in a $2 million waste treatment plant near the well supply. He expressed his desire to have the Commission work to try to keep it a pond. 

David Osborne assured him that the Commission would have a look at this location.

ENFORCEMENT DISCUSSIONS

 Executive Session: Pending Litigation

A telephone call was made by David Osborne to Town Counsel, Bob Galvin and passed on the conversation details to the Commission members. 

Mr. Galvin mentioned that with regards to 51 Hoop Pole Lane – They are willing to work in 4 of the 5 areas that the Commission had requested. In area #5, the cow pasture, they would like to not use the line that we have indicated and instead use one about 30’ below that line. 

In exchange for a concession on our part, they offered the donation of 8 acres of conservation land from their property. David Magee said that we held the line at 50’ and moving it down 30’ leaves a 20’ buffer. 

Deborah Hill said that she doesn’t want to consider this change. She feels that this is no progress at all.  David Osborne feels that we shouldn’t budge and the donation of land doesn’t change the requirements. There is no motion at this time.

OFFICE BUSINESS/MISCELLANEOUS
1. Bills: $18.40 – W. B. Mason.  

Motion: Kathryn Mudgett moved to pay the bill.

Second: David Magee 



In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None 
ADJOURNMENT

Motion: Deborah Hill moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:45pm

Second: Kathryn Mudgett 


In Favor:  All


Opposed:  None

I hereby certify that the above minutes were presented and voted by a majority vote by the Norwell Conservation Commission on April 19, 2011

_______________________________

David Osborne, Chairman
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