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During 1999 the Norwell Conservation Commission preserved additional lands, managed the town’s existing open space, and continued to administer the State Wetlands Protection Act and the Town of Norwell Protection Bylaw.


The Town of Norwell was the beneficiary of two gifts of open land. Mr. David Chase of Hingham, developer of the Centennial Waye subdivision off Wildcat Lane, donated forty acres of land adjacent to Wildcat Brook. This large tract of open space is now protected in perpetuity.  The second gift was from Haydu and Lind, the proponents of Jacobs Pond Estates.  They gifted the town with a lovely 3.6-acre parcel of land abutting Jacobs Pond.


In the spring, David and Lynn DeGhetto placed a conservation restriction on 9.29 acres of their property off River Street, protecting the land forever from future development. The DeGhetto’s generosity gives the residents of Norwell a treasure to behold for years to come. The Commission appreciates the DeGhettos and citizens who support our commitment to land preservation.

At Annual Town Meeting in May, townspeople voted in favor of the Commission’s Article to transfer the remainder of the Donovan Property after development to the Conservation Commission. Land donations, conservation restrictions and transfers are vital to the Commission’s ongoing effort to preserve the character of Norwell, control growth and link open space areas.


In May, the Conservation Commission, in partnership with the South Shore Natural Science Center, sponsored the second annual Jacobs Pond Clean Up Day.  The effort of many volunteers, including the Friends of Jacobs Pond, Science Center staff, and Conservation Commission members, was a great success and underscores the Commission’s commitment to maintaining this natural resource.


Eagle Scout candidates continue to be a valuable resource to conservation and recreation as they work diligently on projects that benefit the entire community. To the delight of mountain bike enthusiasts, Brian Kittler finished developing a bike trail connecting the Black Pond conservation area off of Mount Blue Street to Wompatuck State Park; Kevin Campbell successfully completed his work improving access to a skating pond adjacent to the Donovan hayfield. Kevin created a path, cleared an area around the pond and constructed three classically designed benches to make this scenic area more user-friendly; Bill Shanley recently completed building an 18-foot bridge over Wildcat Brook adjacent to the Donovan Field, creating the first link of a proposed bike pathway; Ryan Siu is making progress on his effort to re-establish the Hatch Lot conservation trail between Grove and Prospect Streets; and Mike Boutross, a junior at NHS, plans to blaze a new walking trail at Stetson Meadows. We extend our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to the Scouts for their tireless commitment to making Norwell a better community to live in.


With the help of grant money from the Massachusetts Forest Stewardship Program, the Commission launched a forestry management plan for Stetson Meadows with Putnam Forestry. Careful management of this forest will help us protect inherent ecosystems, establish passive recreational activities, and maintain vistas of the North River. Putnam Forestry commenced their work at Stetson Meadows at the end of December.


As property values skyrocket and pressure to develop land intensifies, the Commission is faced with new challenges and an increasingly heavy workload. Conservation Agent, Judith Salter has single-handedly administered the office over the past fifteen years and has done an outstanding job.


Christine E. Werme, in her second year as Chairman, skillfully guided the Commission through a record ninety five public hearings under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the Town of Norwell Wetlands Bylaw.  The Commission meets on the first and third Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m.  Meetings are open to the public.




Respectfully submitted, Norwell Conservation Commission
Christine E. Werme, Chairman; Gregg McBride, ViceChairman; Members: Burton Bryan, Herbert Heidt, Kathryn Mudgett, 

W. Clifford Prentiss, A. Gail Storm and Judith Salter, Agent
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