Norwell Conservation Commission

1997 Annual Report

The Norwell Conservation Commissioners are proud to serve a town with such demonstrated commitment to preserving scenic and natural areas and controlling unbridled growth.  The paper passing on January 9, 1997 celebrated the Town’s procurement of the late Doris E. Donovan one hundred seventy-four-acre estate.  The Donovan fields, at the corner of Circuit, Forest and Pleasant Streets, have always been an important part of Norwell’s landscape and these fields are now protected in perpetuity under the stewardship of the Norwell Conservation Commission.  In November we applied for a State SANDS Grant to offset the Donovan purchase.


Eagle Scout projects are underway at the Donovan Conservation Land.  Scouts,

Bill Shanley and Kevin Campbell are working on developing a trail link to the schools via a footbridge and restoring the skating pond.  

Management of the hayfields at Jacobs Farm and the Donovan property is given tremendous support by our resident farmers Joan and Jon Haskins; Alan Thomson; and Jean, George and Kristen Whittaker, who work diligently to preserve scenes of Norwell’s agrarian past.


Eagle Scout projects are always well received by the Conservation Commission and

Dick Freed’s project on the town conservation land off of Wildcat Lane was no exception.  Dick developed a trail system in these beautiful woods as his community project.  The trail system has opened this conservation area for the enjoyment of townspeople.


1997 Annual Town Meeting brought a milepost in conservation when the “Friends of Jacobs Pond” were successful in their request to receive $20,000 for the clean-up of Jacobs Pond.  Led by Chairman of the committee, Frank Smith of Leigh Road, we were able to fund a weed control project.  The project has been a huge success as the non-native species of weed that has been choking the pond was brought under control.  Residents of the town have been quite pleased with the results as is evident in the renewed interest in recreational activity at Jacobs Pond.  Assistance of the management of the pond will continue through the efforts of the “Friends of Jacobs Pond.”  We look forward to fund-raising activities, new programs and working with the South Shore Natural Science Center on a pond-monitoring program.


The Town of Norwell has been extremely fortunate over the years to receive gifts of open land.  We were favored again in 1997 by two wonderful gifts.  Mr. and Mrs. Salice of Summer Street gave the town four acres of forested land off of Summer Street.  This land abuts other town conservation land and properties of the Nature Conservancy/Audubon Society.  This property is a fine addition to our ongoing effort to create “green ways” in town linking open space areas.


Mr. and Mrs. Wadoski of Westwood, Massachusetts gave another gift of land.  The six acres of land off of Mount Hope Street abuts Wampatuck State Park and offers natural resource protection as the Bound Brook courses through this woodland.  


(insert Ford’s Crossing & Farrar Farm Road)


A new trail was developed at Stetson Meadows through a volunteer effort organized by the North and South Rivers Watershed Director, Steve Ivas, who brought Eastern Mountain Sports together with the Commission.  A new trail, new signs, and other amenities were bought with the money donated by Eastern Mountain Sports.  The trail day at Stetson Meadows found many town residents working together with Eastern Mountain Sports people to complete the project and enjoy a sumptuous lunch.  The Commission thanks Debbie Lenehan of Norwell for spearheading the event.


The Conservation Commission received fifty-nine filings for which we conducted public hearings under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the Town of Norwell Wetlands Bylaw.  The Commission meets on the first and third Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. and meetings are open to the public.

Respectfully submitted, Norwell Conservation Commission
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