2011 Annual Conservation Commission Report 


OVERVIEW

The mission of the Norwell Conservation Commission is to protect the Town’s natural resources and to administer the State and Town Wetland Protection Acts.

Established in 1957, the Norwell Conservation Commission is one of 351 Conservation Commissions, serving the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

The seven member board is comprised of volunteers who work with the Conservation Agent and Administrative staff to assist the citizens of Norwell to ensure their projects comply with the Wetlands Protection Act, the Rivers Protection Act, the Stormwater Management Policy, and the Town of Norwell Wetlands Protection Bylaw Article XVI-a, while protecting natural resources and open space.

The Conservation Commission held 51 public hearings in 2011 and permitted a number of projects such as new single-family homes, septic repairs, decks, and pools.  These applications resulted in approximately $25,000.00 in fees, the majority of which went into the general fund.  The Commission also entertained many scheduled discussions with residents, students, landowners, and project proponents on a variety of subjects including land donations, conservation restrictions, vernal pool education, enforcement issues, and legal proceedings.  

CONSERVATION MEMBERS AND STAFF

The Commission welcomed three new members in 2011, Marynel Halatsis, Mary McCarthy and Bob Woodill.  The Commission looks forward to Marynel, Mary and Bob’s contributions in the upcoming years.  

The Conservation Agent Abby Hardy also retired and accepted a job with Essex County Greenbelt Land Trust.  The Commission will miss Abby tremendously and appreciates her years of service and dedication to the Commission and environment.  The process of hiring a new agent was started in November.
The Conservation Commission would like to recognize the continued hard work of Meredith Schmid, Jeanne Cianciola, and Wesley Osborne.  

OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION COMMITTEE

The Open Space and Recreation Committee resumed regular meetings in late 2011 due to the Plan’s upcoming renewal requirement. Several Conservation Commission members have been added to this Committee including Marynel Halatsis & Bill Grafton. As a local business owner, Marynel brings a lot to the Commission and OS&R committee. 
CONSERVATION LAND STEWARDSHIP

The Council on Aging’s Senior Volunteer Program continues to provide invaluable assistance to the Commission in its stewardship of over 1500 acres of conservation land.  Projects completed by the volunteers in 2011 include: brush and fallen tree removal on all conservation trails, trash removal from trails and parking areas on conservation land, construction of boardwalks, mapped signage and trail marker status of all town trails. The Commission thanks Charles Dirk, Stephen Young, Stephen Gilmartin, Ralph Knowles and Alfred Svelnis for their participation in this program.

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE

The Commission continues to work with the Community Preservation Committee on a number of projects to protect the rural character of the Town.  The Commission looks forward to continuing to work with the CPC to continue to identify and acquire land within the Town for open space and protection with a goal of connecting many of the open green spaces across the Town with a network of trails.  The Hatch Parking Lot, constructed with CPC money, is underway.  Approximately 80% is completed to date.
CEMETERY PROJECT

The town has been searching for a site to build a cemetery for many years.  The current cemetery is proposed at Stetson Meadows, an area that is mapped for Eastern Box Turtle, a species of Special Concern in Massachusetts.  The Commission continues to work diligently with the Cemetery Committee, the Selectmen, and the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program to develop a mitigation plan.

PATHWAYS COMMITTEE

The Conservation Commission worked closely with the Pathways Committee in 2011 with member Sean Sutton and David Magee serving on Pathways on behalf of the Conservation Commission.  The Commission permitted an Order of Conditions for the Pathway project in 2011, which allows construction of the pathway to begin.  The Commission is committed to increasing the walkability of the Town for all of its residents and looks forward to working with the Pathways Committee in the future.
FUTURE CHALLENGES

The Commission continues to be burdened by the regulatory process associated with the large influx of 40B applications.  As one of the Town’s only permitting authorities involved with the 40B hearing process, the Commission invests a significant amount of time and effort to both serve the residents and protect the resources of the Town.  In 2011, the Commission continued to work on ongoing 40B projects and was involved in 40B litigation.

PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Conservation Commission meets on the first and third Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m.  Meetings are open to the public, and all are welcome.

The Commission would like to thank all the other Town Boards, Commissions, Departments, Committees, and residents of Norwell who have offered their cooperation, guidance, and support throughout the past year.
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