NORWELL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

May 5, 2009 @ 7:00 PM Room 112

MEETING MINUTES

Present:  Christopher Mickle, Chairman, Burt Bryan, Gregg McBride, Kathryn Mudgett, Cliff Prentiss, David Osborne, and Abby Hardy, Conservation Agent

Absent:  Deborah Hill

Agenda Acceptance

Discussion:   No additional agenda items were added to the previously prepared May 5, 2009 agenda. 

Motion:  Commissioner Osborne made a motion to approve the May 5, 2009 agenda.  

Second:  Commissioner McBride
 In Favor: All  
Opposed: None

Public Hearing
1. 32 Arrowhead Drive – SE520-923 / Pool and Landscaping Notice of Intent

Applicant:  Maryellen Kelley / Representative:  Rick Grady, Grady Consulting

Discussion:  The Conservation Agent provided an update and status of the project and provided revised plans with a list of changes.  The proposed location of the pool has changed as noted on the revised plans.  An additional planting area has been added within the 50 foot buffer.  The agent is continuing to work with Seoane on the proposed plantings within the 50 foot and 100 foot buffer zones.  

Mr. Grady advised that they have reconfigured the stone terrace ramp and pool area to push the work further away from the edge of the isolated vegetated wetland by approximately an additional 10 feet.  The pool location was also moved to comply with the 20 foot minimum setback to the property corner which is now 41.5 feet from the IVW.   Mr. Grady reviewed the plans an identified the proposed area of alteration within the 50 foot no disturb area approximately 823 sq feet.  Mr. Grady also reviewed an area of approximately 831 sq feet that they are proposing to restore from lawn that comes up to the tree line and replace it with native plantings.  Most of the area being altered is currently lawn.  Within the tree area, closer to the river, they propose 1703 sq feet of native shrubs to mitigate for the alteration within the 50 foot buffer.  

Mr. Grady offered a 1981 subdivision plan that did not consider this area as a vegetated wetland at that time, simply showing the marsh and the river.

Mr. Grady presented on how the proposed project addresses sections of the Norwell By-law. 

· The FEMA flood zone, elevation 10, has been added to the revised plans.  

· Drainage patterns will not be altered.  

· Sedimentation and erosion control is proposed using silt sack during construction.  After construction the retaining walls and landscaping will provide sedimentation and erosion control.  

· Water pollution prevention:  The proposal is to remove approximately 1470 sq feet of grass area within the 50 foot buffer zone and approx 1400 outside the 50 foot buffer.  

· The proposed landscaping will provide additional wildlife habitat.  The modified landscaping design now includes 100 plants.  

The Conservation Agent will continue to work with them regarding the planting plan.  The Conservation Agent reviewed the 20 foot setback from the adjacent property.  The applicant may request a waiver from the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA).  

Commissioner McBride commented that the revised plans, which now address the by-law and offers mitigation for work in the 50 foot buffer zone as an improvement to the original proposal.  Commissioner McBride also commented on the representative’s submission of the 1981 subdivision plans stating that it was irrelevant to the current wetland on the property.

Commissioner McBride asked if there was a conservation restriction on the land adjacent to the river.  Per the applicant, there is not a restriction on their deed.  

After speaking with the applicant, Mr. Grady proposed turning the pool location so it no longer is positioned within the 20 foot setback to the adjacent property thereby eliminating the need to go before the ZBA.  

Motion:  Commissioner Prentiss made a motion to close the hearing subject to receiving a revised plan showing the new orientation of the pool. 

Second:  Commissioner Osborne

In Favor: All  
Opposed: None

2. 82 Summer Street – SE52 926 / Removal of (8) trees, garage addition & restoration – Notice of Intent

Applicant:  Matt Mullen / Representative:  John Keefe, Keefe Associates

Discussion:  Proposed work is 100’ from a bordering vegetated wetland.  The Conservation Agent conducted a site visit and commented on the proposed plan to remove trees within the 50 foot buffer and to repave the existing driveway.   The Conservation Agent concurs with the wetland line.

Mr. Mullen advised that the 8 trees that he proposes to remove are all rotted at the base and pose a hazard.  The existing driveway is asphalt, which will be repaired following the tree removal.  

Commissioner Prentiss offered his support in removing the trees.

The Conservation Agent will continue to work with the applicant to work on the planting plan so that it includes replacing some trees in addition to the proposed shrubs.

Motion:  Commissioner Prentiss motioned to close the hearing and issue an order of conditions that includes a revised planting plan and crushed stone infiltration trench. 

Second:  Commissioner Osborne

In Favor: All  
Opposed: None

3. Adoption of Revised Bylaw Regulation / Norwell Conservation Wetlands Protection Bylaw

Discussion:  Article 16A.  A copy of the full text is on file in the Commission Office.  

Motion:  Commissioner Prentiss made a motion to accept the revision

Second:  Commissioner Osborne  
In Favor: All  
Opposed: None

Legal Documents / Votes

1. South Street (Bl. 64, Lot 14) / SE52-924 / Remove & Replace Well Pump Station – Order of Conditions
Applicant:  John McInnis, Water Supt. / Representative:  Steve Ivas, Ivas Environmental

Discussion:  The Conservation Agent reiterated some of the conditions:

· Loaming and seeding the area of the existing well site.  The Representative proposes loaming over the 17 x 19 concrete pad and then planting a row of plantings from the electrical pole to flag 42.  

Motion:  Commissioner Prentiss made a motion to issue a standard order of conditions with the addition of a condition to restore the former well site including the removal of the existing slab and leaving the existing gravel.

Second:  Commissioner  Osborne
In Favor: All  
Opposed: None

Discussions

1. Available farm land in Norwell
Discussion:  The Conservation Agent received a call from a pumpkin farmer in Holbrook asking if Norwell had any open farm land and if so, would the town be willing to allow them to farm pumpkins and sell off-site.

The Conservation Commission does not wish to entertain this request.

2. Swans at Jacob’s Farm

Discussion:  The Conservation Agent suggests that having swans at Jacob’s Pond to control the geese population most likely would not control the population as much as adding a vegetated buffer to the shore line.

The Conservation Agent will provide a planting plan within a $1,000 budget.

3. Housing Appeals Court (HAC) cases 
Discussion:  The Conservation Commission discussed the HAC cases that were provided by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  The Conservation Agent provided the commission with an update as to the status of the Zoning Board Hearing.  The Commission will take the HAC cases under advisement.

4. Stetson Meadows Plan

Discussion:  The Plan was presented to the Commission.  The next step is to present the plan to the Planning Board and then to Town Counsel to record it.

5. Reorganization

Discussion:  The Conservation Agent brought forth a discussion that the town boards would be reorganizing at the start of the fiscal year 2010.

Enforcement Discussions

1. Hoop Pole Lane requests
Discussion:  The Applicant has requested to move the investigation to early fall so they can use the field as pasture for their cow.  The Commission feels that the enforcement situation has been lengthy and therefore is inclined to deny such a request.

Current landscaping work on the property was discussed.  The Conservation Agent has been to the property to talk with the workers to advise them of the limitation on the work that can be done.   

Motion:  Commissioner Osborne made a motion to decline their request to move the investigation date.

Second:  Commissioner Prentiss  
In Favor: All  
Opposed: None

Office Business / Miscellaneous

1. Bills 

Motion:  Commissioner Prentiss made a motion to approve the bills as listed

Second:  Commissioner Osborne 
In Favor: All  
Opposed: None

2. Minutes:  Dirubbo – Executive Session minutes

Discussion:  To take Dirubbo out of Executive Session as it is no longer a pending litigation.

 3. Meeting Adjourned
Motion:  Commissioner Osborne made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m. 

Second:  Commissioner Mudgett 
In Favor: All  
Opposed: None

Respectfully submitted for approval by Abigail Hardy, Conservation Agent.
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