Pathways Commission Meeting    June 24, 2008

Meeting convened at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Chairman Vose, Members Hill, Josti, Ivas, Osborne, Cafferty, Thomas, Twigg,  Staples, Turner and Jackson

Draft agenda accepted with addition of tracking document prepared by Member Ivas.

Minutes of 06/10 accepted as presented.

Chairman Vose reminded members to be sworn in again.

Unanimous consent to reappoint Chairman Vose, Vice-chairman Ivas and Secretary Jackson in their current positions.

7:10  Chairman Vose directed members to gather in subcommittee groups to discuss progress and plans.

8:14  Reports of subcommittees:

Grants:  Member Ivas will contact 2 candidates and arrange meeting times with the other 
subcommittee members. 

Power Line Easements:  Member Josti  will obtain a contact name.  Many of the easements have quite a bit of water involved.  It is important to understand the logistics when power lines go over private property.  Registry of Deeds does give easement information.

Signage: Members Osborne, Thomas and Cafferty will attend a meeting with the company on Friday, June 27 at 10:30 a.m. and report results to the Commission.

Master Plan : Members  Turner and Thomas attended a meeting of the South Shore Greenways Group.  We need to understand the implications for Norwell re: proposed bike paths.  Possible areas of connection include Queen Anne’s corner, Mt. Hope and other locations where we could feed to their connections.  Clark Brewer will produce a map with town lines superimposed on these paths which will be available online.  Our potential development of lower Rt. 123 was most welcome to Scituate planners.  Greenway members , including Mark Fenton and Barbara Lydon support our efforts.  Discussion of possible connection from Neal Gate Rd. area to rotary.  Ivas and Vose will check these connections, possibly working with Mr. Fenton to  see what is town-owned .

96 Plan:  High School to Middle School connection:  Extensive wetland involvement.  We are looking for a solution with the least impact on these areas.  Bluestone path and boardwalks?  Private property ?  Members Thomas and Vose have met with Susan Ingram and Susan Donahue, original members of the 96 initiative and they are willing to work with us, sharing information gained from that earlier effort and discussing ways to approach abutters of the meandering pathway along lower Rt. 123.  

June 8th Walk:   Cole School to the bridge at Jacobs Pond.  Members Josti, Ivas and Twigg described the walk, illustrating with maps the excellent connections to Farrar Farm Rd., tying into Conservation land and connecting to the Jacobs bridge. Some private land may be involved.  A “point-to-point” bikeway is possible with a crossing at Rt. 53.  Important to pursue this because it can be accomplished.  After the bridge, delicate habitats suggest a walking-only trail. Need to investigate a way to establish a bike path connecting to the parking area on Jacobs Lane. 

Suggestions:  1. Members should have some kind of identification when taking these walks and perhaps have mixed groups of men and women each time.  2. When trails are established, distinguish between walking and biking so that delicate areas can be preserved.  

Future Connections:   1. Walk on Jacobs Lane to Main St., across to ball fields and then to High School.  Need to pick routes through to Cushing Hill Rd.  Proposed walk :  Wednesday, June 25 at noon, meeting at Cushing Hill Rd. and South St.


2.  Town Center:  Survey priority : Connection from Gaffield Park to center and Norris Reservation.  Look at existing connections : Homestead to Fogg Farm. 

Next meeting:  July 8th.

Meeting adjourned 9:00 p.m. 

