Norwell Pathway Committee Minutes

March 24, 2009

Present: 
Kevin Cafferty, Steve Ivas, Betsey Jackson, David Osborne, Scott Raeside, Anne Staples, Sally Turner, Richard Twigg, David Vose, Chair.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00.

Agenda: 
Motion made by Betsey Jackson and seconded by Steve Ivas to approve the agenda.  Voted unanimously.

Minutes of 2/10/ 09 and 3/10/09:
Motion made by Dick Twigg and seconded by Betsey Jackson to approve the 3/10/09 minutes, with kudos to Scott.  Voted unanimously.  The minutes of 2/10/09 are presently not available.

Presentation:

Dick Twigg walked us through his PowerPoint presentation to be given to the Planning Board and then to the Conservation Commission.

Planning Board update:
Regarding the PowerPoint presentation, it was agreed that the Pathway Committee will present it to the Planning Board prior to going before the Conservation Commission.  Two dates were discussed: 4/8/09 for the Planning Board and 4/21/09 for the Conservation Commission

There was discussion of two options for a proposed route connecting Beers Avenue and the Conservation parcel on the east side of Jacobs Pond.  Option A would go over the island, and Option B would go over the Dooley property.   Both are shown on Steve Ivas’ Fig. 4. 

Motion was made by David Osborne, seconded by Dick Twigg, to drop Option A and to and relabel Option B as the “preferred route.”  A new Fig. 4a (along Route 53 to Jacobs Lake Shores to the Prentiss Bridge) as an alternative will be needed.  The vote was 8 in favor, 1 abstaining.  

 Steve’s color printouts of the pathway route were reviewed for minor revisions. Steve will make the sheets available as PDFs.

Bikepath White letter (project description):  
Review of Wendy Garpow”s draft letter was postponed to the next meeting.

Bikepath RFP:
Discussion of putting out an RFP, similar to Scituate’s, for engineering services relating to the design and construction of the bikepath.  Kevin Cafferty opined that if we had an engineer on board, we would have instant answers to feasibility and construction questions.  He also thinks there will be a single standard for constructing a bikepath, and we should put out an RFP and review bids.  However, it was decided to table further action on this until we have more information on the A.W. Perry property off Main Street.

Grant work, Letter of Intent:
Scott Raeside will work on a presentation for the Cole PTO.  David Vose recommended postponing discussion of the Letter of Intent until next meeting..

Master Plan and Greenway update:  None.

Signs: (Con Com, CPC and Pathway Committee to develop a town-wide policy for signs).
 David Osborne recommended criteria for signs: 1. they should be informative, 2. they should be durable, and 3. they should be readable and in good taste.  We should go see the new ConCom sign off Prospect Street near Captain Joshua Lane.  We need different kinds of signs – i.e., area signs and trail markers.  Each kind of sign needs to be custom designed.  David passed out photos of several existing signs.

Offer letter to A.W. Perry:
Pending.

Easement – Flynn: 
David Vose is coordinating.

Donovan Farm to Middle School:
Discussion tabled.

Other private property issues:
 Tabled.

Con Com update:
Senior work program – David Vose would like paths and bridges to be wider.  Steve Ivas would like to see a path constructed up Cuffy Hill, north and south.  Question: is there money for supplies?  Steve also said the Water Department will clear boulders at 300 Mt. Blue Street to allow for cars to park.

Bike racks:
Anne Staples reported that bike racks are needed at the High School, Middle School and the Cole School, for a total of 6 – 9 racks.

Site walks:
1.   Sunday, 3/29 – meet at 9:00 at the parking lot on Jacobs Lane across from the Science Center, and walk from the Jacobs Farmhouse to the Eating Establishment.


2.  Saturday, 4/4  - meet at 9:00 at Old Pottery and walk to Donovan Farms.


3.  Saturday, 4/11 – meet at 9:00 at the Prentiss Bridge and walk to Prospect Street.

Next Meeting:
April 14th, 2009 at 7:00 P.M.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 P.M. 

