Norwell Pathways Committee Meeting Notes

March 10, 2009

Present: STurner, AStaples, RTwigg, BJackson, KCafferty, SRaeside, CJosti, DVose, DOsborn, TThomas 

1. Agenda moved by DV, SR seconded, at 7:05pm

2. Minutes of Feb 10th approved

3. Discussions of March 1st walk of Jacobs Bridge to Prospect St.

a. Big rocks are an issue

b. Exercise Trail (blue) to esker to Capt Joshua Ln has potential.  Future trail beyond Capt Joshua  worth review

c. BJackson stated Prospect is very dangerous; Jacobs Ln would be safer.  DVose stated Jacobs is narrow

4. Jay Gallager Discussion.  His idea is to petition the town to locate sidewalks from Hanover line to Norwell Center.  Jay presented a chart and map detailing proposed sidewalk.

a. Jay’s focus is upper Main St., south side but stated his interest in working in conjunction with the NPC.  There are 49 utility poles on south side vs. 69 poles on the north.

b. DTwigg gave overview of history of sidewalks.  Noted lower Main St is more immediate. Mentioned MA state regs call for sidewalks for state funding

c. CJosti gave overview of proposed pathway and provided “walk through” of the proposed pathway map.

d. STurner described the concept of “pathway” vs. sidewalk, as meandering through the right-of-way instead of along roadway.

e. KCafferty noted possible cost issues with relocating culverts and drainage

f. DTwigg opinioned that sidewalks would compete with pathway money

g. STurner stated a perfect world would be sidewalks on Main St., Grove St., River St. AND a pathway.

h. DVose suggested going for sidewalks on Lower Main St.

i. TThomas suggested letting this issue go to referendum vote.  DOsborn guessed it would die if voted on.

5. Jay Gallager then read aloud his draft Citizens Partition to establish sidewalks from Hanover line to Town Center.

a. Jay mentioned a $3.4 M award from Senator Hedlund to Norwell.  TThomas further elaborated this money was traffic funding

b. The remaining conversations focused on possibly expand the NPC to include a sidewalk subcommittee (DVose).  The idea was how to work with Jay instead of on opposing initiatives.  There were differing views on how to handle sidewalk committee format.

6. AStaples showed the Bike Rack article in Mariner.  

a. It was stated no suggestions were received yet on where to place racks.

b. Discussion followed up with the School Committee to request endorsement letter for the pathway from Mr. Beaudette.  AStaples committed to pursuing this.

7.  Discussion of DTwigg NPC PowerPoint presentation

a. The presentation highlights the NPC purpose, uses, liability, past, present,         obstacles, integration with other town offices.

b.  It was suggested the NPC .ppt be loaded to the Norwell website as well as shown on Channel 2 for exposure.

c. Discussed presenting the NPC .ppt at the town meeting.  That was a no-go because we do not have an article seeking money, thus we would get on the agenda.

8. DVose presented maps developed by Sivas detailing proposed pathways

9. DTwigg proposed going to ConComm with presentation

a. Issues Jacobs Farm/SPINEA

b. Middle School – Cushing Hill/AW Perry land

c. DOsborn noted $8500 spent on stone wall maintenance at Jacobs Farm.  Some solution to help maintain the wall would be beneficial

10. Further discussion on what to present at Town Meeting

a. DTwigg suggested removing citizen email from web site (on survey verbatims).

11. TThomas discussed legislation separating negligence liability from anyone landowner who makes land use available for recreational purposes.

a. DVose stated we need to look back into utilizing the power lines for the pathways

b. STurner reiterated NPC needs approvals from Con Comm, Water Dept.  Suggested we schedule time with Planning Board and ConComm (March 25th?)

12. DVose brought up signage discussion.  It was thought we should work in conjunction with ConComm.  DOsborn to represent NPC in these discussions

13. Discussion on Letter of Intent

a. BJackson suggested several adjustments

14.  Meeting adjourned at 8:55pm

