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Norwell Open Space Questionnaire
Norwell’s Open Space Committee is updating our Open Space plan at the request of the state.
Massachusetts requires that towns have approved open space plans before they can receive state
funds for acquisition of land. Please help us update the plan by completing this questionnaire.  

You may drop off or mail this form to the Norwell Conservation Commission, Town
Offices, 345 Main Street, Norwell, MA.

How many in your household? adults children 
How many years have you lived in Norwell?
Was there an ambiance about Norwell that made you decide to move here?
Have you noticed much physical change since you moved here?
Do you approve or disapprove?
Do you think that open space in Norwell is in danger from development?

What factors are important to your perception of Norwell’s character? 
(1= very important, 5= not important)

Open fields and farmlands Woods Marshes, bogs and other wetlands
Street trees Views across water
Lawns and landscaping Housing styles

How do you use town-owned open space?  (check any or all):

Walks Sports & games Bicycling Nature appreciation/education
Skiing Fishing Power boating Trysts
Jogging Swimming Sailing Bird watching
Photography Skating Canoeing Horseback riding
Other

Appendix A:   Questionnaire and Results



Would you use open space more if we had the following? (check any or all):

More foot and bridle paths Detailed maps Boardwalks along the North River
Marked nature trails Bicycle paths More playing fields
Marked historic trails Swimming areas Other

Should Norwell actively try to acquire more open space?

What kinds of open space should Norwell acquire (check any or all):

Agricultural fields Wetlands Easements across private land
Woods Salt marshes Parcels that connect other Conservation land
Other

What factors should determine what open space should be acquired?  
(1= very important, 5= not important)

Protection of visual quality Resource protection
Recreational opportunities Cultural/historical preservation
Preservation of drinking water quality Other

Are you aware of the different TAX BENEFITS that accompany giving land or granting conser-
vation easements to the town?

If you were planning to sell your land, would you consider including conservation restrictions
that protect open space as a condition of the sale?

Is there property in town you would like the town to acquire as open space?

Further comments?  We would like to have them:



Questionnaire Results

Number of Questionaires
269 (Including 21 6th Grade and 33 high school students

Was there an ambiance about Norwell that made you decide to move here?
No. Percent

Yes 191 74

No 21 8

Undecided 12 4

Have you noticed much physical change since you moved here?
Yes 223 86

No 32 12

Undecided 3 1

Do you approve or disapprove?
Approve 44 16

Disapprove 148 55

Undecided 36 13

Do you think that open space in Norwell is in danger from development?
Yes 215 80

No 26 9
Undecided 7 2



How do you use town-owned open space?

No. Percent Rank

Walks 246 91 1

Nature appreciation/education 160 59 2

Bicycling 145 53 3

Sports and games 114 42 4

Jogging 112 41 5

Bird watching 78 29 6

Skating 79 29 6

Canoeing 74 28 7

Fishing 68 25 8

Photography 60 22 9

Swimming 42 15 10

Skiing 35 13 11

Power boating 19 7 12

Trysts 17 6 13

Horseback riding 16 6 13

Sailing 7 2 14

Other uses added to survey:

Kayaking, Mountain Biking, Snowshoeing, Studying Maps, Exercising Dogs and Ballet

Would you use open space more if we had the following?

No. Percent Rank

Bicycle paths 156 57 1

Boardwalks along North River 150 56 2

Marked nature trails 150 56 3

More foot and bridle paths 146 54 4

Marked historic trails 114 42 5

Swimming areas 99 36 6

More playing fields 88 32 7

Detailed maps 83 31 8

Side walks* 13 5 9



Other uses added to survey by residents:

Picnic tables, Parking at Trails, Playgrounds , Planned Activities for adults, Cross country ski trails and

Basketball Courts

What kinds of open space should Norwell acquire?

No. Percent Rank

Woods 188 70 1

Agricultural fields 155 57 2

Parcels to Conservation land 153 57 3

Wetlands 123 45 4

Salt marshes 97 36 5

Easements across private land 66 24 6

Other open space added to survey:

Playing fields, Development rights, Watershed, Land in danger of 40B projects, Along the North River,

Historical/Cultural areas/homes, Ponds and Fields

What factors should determine what open space should be acquired?  

1= very important, 5= not important

Preservation of drinking water quality
No. Percent

1 196 73

2 17 6 2

3 9 3 3

4 1 -

5 12 4 

Resource protection

1 164 61

2 18 6

3 15 5

4 10 3

5 7 2



Protection of visual quality

1 150 56

2 33 12

3 25 9

4 9 3

5 10 3

Cultural/historical preservation

1 105 39

2 56 21

3 34 12

4 10 3

5 11 4

Recreational opportunities

1 87 32

2 53 20

3 42 15

4 11 4

5 11 4

Are you aware of the different TAX BENEFITS that accompany giving land or

granting conservation easements to the town?

Yes 116 42

No 104 39

Undecided 4 1

If you were planning to sell your land, would you consider including conservation

restrictions that protect open space as a condition of the sale?

Yes 131 49

No 69 8

Undecided 13 5

Not Applicable 16 6
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COMMON NAME LATIN NAME CONFIRMED IN NORWELL

SWALLOWTAILS (Family Papilionidae)

Pipevine Swallowtail  Battus philenor No

Black Swallowtail Papilio polyxenes Yes- BD

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail Papilio glaucus Yes- BD

Spicebush Swallowtail  Papilio troilus No

WHITES AND SULPHURS (Family Pieridae)

Cabbage White Pieris rapae Yes- BD

Clouded Sulphur Colias philodice Yes- BD

Orange Sulphur Colias eurytheme Yes- FS

Cloudless Sulphur Phoebis sennae No

Sleepy Orange Eurema nicippe No

COPPERS (Subfamily Lycaeninae)

American Copper Lycaena phlaeas Yes- BD

Bog Copper Lycaena epixanthe Lycaena epixanthe No

HAIRSTREAKs (Subfamily Theclinae)

Coral Hairstreak Satyrium titus No

Acadian Hairstreak Satyrium acadica No

Edwards' Hairstreak Satyrium edwardsii No

Banded Hairstreak Satyrium calanus) No

Striped Hairstreak Satyrium liparops No

Brown Elfin Callophrys [Incisalia] augustinus No

Hoary Elfin Callophrys [Incisalia] polios No

Frosted Elfin (Callophrys [Incisalia] irus No

Henry's Elfin Callophrys [Incisalia] henrici No

Eastern Pine Elfin Callophrys [Incisalia] niphon) No

Juniper Hairstreak Callophrys [Mitoura] gryneus) No

Hessel's Hairstreak Callophrys [Mitoura] hesseli No- SC

White M Hairstreak Parrhasius m-album No

Gray Hairstreak Strymon melinus No

BLUES (Subfamily Polyommatinae)

Eastern Tailed-Blue Everes comyntas No

Spring Azure Celastrina "ladon" Yes- BD

Summer Azure Celastrina neglecta No

Butterflies of Plymouth County
Theoretical and Confirmed in Norwell



COMMON NAME LATIN NAME CONFIRMED IN NORWELL

BRUSH-FOOTED BUTTERFLIES (Family Nymphalidae)

Heliconians and Fritillaries (Subfamily Heliconiinae)

Variegated Fritillary Euptoieta claudia No

Great Spangled Fritillary Speyeria cybele No

Aphrodite Fritillary Speyeria aphrodite No

Regal Fritillary  Speyeria idalia No

Silver-bordered Fritillary Boloria selene No

TRUE BRUSH-FOOTS (Subfamily Nymphalinae)

Pearl Crescent Phyciodes tharos Yes- BD

Baltimore Euphydryas phaeton Yes- BD

Question Mark Polygonia interrogationis No

Eastern Comma Polygonia comma No

Compton Tortoiseshell Nymphalis vaualbum No

Mourning Cloak Nymphalis antiopa Yes- BD

American Lady Vanessa virginiensis No

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui Yes- BD

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta Yes- BD

Common Buckeye Junonia coenia No

ADMIRALS AND RELATIVES (Subfamily Limenitidinae)

Red-spotted Purple Limenitis arthemis Yes- BD

Astyanax' Red-spotted Purple Limenitis arthemis astyanax (incl. arizonensis)

Viceroy Limenitis archippus

SATYRS (Subfamily Satyrinae)

Northern Pearly Eye Enodia anthedon No

Appalachian Brown Satyrodes appalachia No

Little Wood Satyr Megisto cymela Yes- BD

Common Ringlet Coenonympha tullia Yes- BD

Common Wood Nymph Cercyonis pegala No

MONARCHS (Subfamily Danainae)

Monarch Danaus plexippus

SKIPPERS (Family Hesperiidae)

Spread-wing Skippers (Subfamily Pyrginae)

Silver-spotted Skipper  Epargyreus clarus (incl. huachuca) Yes- FS

Long-tailed Skipper Urbanus proteus No

Hoary Edge Achalarus lyciades Yes- FS

Southern Cloudywing Thorybes bathyllus (=daunus) No

Northern Cloudywing Thorybes pylades No

Butterflies of Plymouth County
Theoretical and Confirmed in Norwell



COMMON NAME LATIN NAME CONFIRMED IN NORWELL

Dreamy Duskywing Erynnis icelus No

Sleepy Duskywing Erynnis brizo No

Juvenal's Duskywing Erynnis juvenalis No

Horace's Duskywing Erynnis horatius No

Wild Indigo Duskywing Erynnis baptisiae No

Persius Duskywing Erynnis persius No- E

Common Sootywing Pholisora catullus Yes- FS

GRASS SKIPPERS (Subfamily Hesperiinae)

Least Skipper Ancyloxypha numitor No

European Skipper Thymelicus lineola Yes- BD

Leonard's Skipper Hesperia leonardus (incl. pawnee)) No

Cobweb Skipper Hesperia metea No

Indian Skipper  Hesperia sassacus No

Peck's Skipper Polites peckius (=coras) Yes- FS

Tawny-edged Skipper Polites themistocles No

Crossline Skipper Polites origenes No

Long Dash Polites mystic No

Northern Broken-Dash Wallengrenia egeremet No

Little Glassywing Pompeius verna No

Sachem Atalopedes campestris No

Delaware Skipper Anatrytone logan (=delaware) No

Mulberry Wing Poanes massasoit No

Hobomok Skipper  Poanes hobomok No

Broad-winged Skipper Poanes viator No

Black Dash Euphyes conspicua No

Two-spotted Skipper Euphyes bimacula No

Dun Skipper Euphyes vestris (=ruricola)) No

Dusted Skipper Atrytonopsis hianna (incl. loammi) No

Pepper and Salt Skipper Amblyscirtes hegon (=samoset) No

BD= Biodiversity Days information for Norwell 2002-2003 as confirmed on website

E = Endangered                                 

SC = Special Concern

FS= Confirmed by Fred St. Ours, Naturalist

SOURCE:  Information adapted from USGS Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center website

http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/distr/lepid/bflyusa/ma/toc.htm

Butterflies of Plymouth County
Theoretical and Confirmed in Norwell



COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME DISTRIBUTION CONFIRMED IN NORWELL

CAUDATA: Ambystomatidae (Mole Salamanders)

Spotted Salamander Ambystoma maculatum Statewide except Martha's Vineyard Island   Yes

and Nantucket County.

Marbled Salamander* Ambystoma opacum Statewide except Barnstable, Dukes, and No

Nantucket counties. There are old records 

for Essex and Plymouth counties. Listed as 

Threatened.

Salamandridae (Newts) 

Eastern Newt Notophthalmus viridescens Statewide except Nantucket County. Yes

Plethodontidae (Lungless Salamanders)

Northern Dusky Salamander Desmognathus fuscus Statewide except Barnstable, Dukes and No

Nantucket Counties.

Eastern Red-backed Salamander Plethodon cinereus Statewide. Yes

Four-toed Salamander* Hemidactylium scutatum Statewide except Nantucket and possibly No

Suffolk counties. Listed as Special 

Concern.

Northern Two-lined Salamander Eurycea bislineata Statewide except Dukes, Nantucket, and No

possibly Barnstable counties.

ANURA: Pelobatidae (Spadefoot Toads)

Eastern Spadefoot* Scaphiopus holbrookii Eastern Massachusetts and Connecticut No

River valley area. Extirpated from 

Martha's Vineyard Island. Listed 

as Threatened.

Bufonidae (True Toads)

American Toad Bufo americanus Statewide except Nantucket County. Yes

Fowler's Toad Bufo fowleri Statewide except probably extirpated Yes

from Nantucket County.

Hylidae (True Tree Frogs) 

Spring Peeper Pseudacris crucifer Statewide Yes

Gray Treefrog Hyla versicolor Statewide except Martha's Vineyard Yes

Island and Nantucket County.

Ranidae (True Frogs) 

American Bullfrog Rana catesbeiana Statewide except Dukes County. Yes

Recently introduced to Nantucket island 

and probably established there.

Green Frog Rana clamitans Statewide. Yes

Pickerel Frog Rana palustris Statewide. Yes

Northern Leopard Frog Rana pipiens Statewide except Barnstable, Dukes & No

Nantucket Counties. Due to the widespread 

release of leopard frogs from extra-limital 

sources, their original distribution and native 

status is uncertain.

Wood Frog Rana sylvatica Statewide except Dukes and Nantucket counties. Yes

Appendix C:  Amphibian of Massachusetts



COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME DISTRIBUTION CONFIRMED IN NORWELL

Snapping Turtle Chelydra serpentina Statewide. Yes

Kinosternidae (American Mud and Musk Turtles) 

Eastern musk turtle Sternotherus odoratus Statewide except Dukes and Nantucket counties. Yes

Emydidae (Pond Turtles)

Painted Turtle Chrysemys picta Statewide. Yes

Spotted Turtle* Clemmys guttata Statewide except northern Berkshire County Yes

and possibly Suffolk County. Listed as Special 

Concern.

Wood Turtle* Clemmys insculpta Statewide north and west of northern Bristol and No

Plymouth counties. Reports from Barnstable 

County probably reflect released animals. 

Listed as Special Concern.

Blanding's Turtle* Emydoidea blandingii Bristol, Essex, Middlesex, Norfolk, Plymouth (1994) No

and Worcester counties. Older records exist for 

Franklin County. Listed as Threatened.

Diamond-backed Terrapin* Malaclemmys terrapin Coastal areas of Barnstable, Bristol, and Plymouth No

counties. Introductions of terrapins from extralimital 

sources occurred on at least two occasions. 

Listed as Threatened .

Northern Redbellied Cooter* Pseudemys rubriventris Formerly listed as "Plymouth Redbelly Turtle" No

(Pseudemys rubriventris bangsi). Recorded from 

Plymouth County. Listed as Endangered.

Eastern Box Turtle* Terrapene carolina Statewide. Genetic identity disrupted by releases Yes

of box turtles from extralimital sources. 

Listed as Special Concern.

TESTUDINES: Cheloniidae (Sea Turtles) 

Loggerhead Seaturtle* Caretta caretta Recorded from coastal southeastern Massachusetts. No

Listed as Threatened.

Kemp's Ridley Seaturtle* Lepidochelys kempii Recorded from coastal southeastern Massachusetts. No

Listed as Endangered.

LACERTILIA: Scincidae (Skinks) 

SERPENTES: Colubridae (Harmless Snakes) 

Eastern Racer Coluber constrictor Statewide except Nantucket County. Local Yes

subspecies known as "black racer"

Ringnecked Snake Diadophis punctatus Statewide No

Eastern Ratsnake* Elaphe obsoleta Recorded from Franklin, Hampden, Hampshire, No

and Worcester counties. Local subspecies called 

"black rat snake". Listed as Endangered.

Eastern Hognosed Snake Heterodon platirhinos Probably statewide except Dukes and No

Nantucket counties.

Milksnake Lampropeltis triangulum Statewide. No

Northern Watersnake Nerodia sipedon Statewide except Dukes County. Yes

Smooth Greensnake Opheodrys vernalis Statewide. No

Appendix C:  Reptiles of Massachusetts



COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME DISTRIBUTION CONFIRMED IN NORWELL

DeKay's Brownsnake Storeria dekayi Statewide except Martha's Vineyard Island No

and Nantucket County.

Red-bellied Snake Storeria occipitomaculata Statewide except Nantucket County. No

Eastern Ribbonsnake Thamnophis sauritus Statewide. No

Common Gartersnake Thamnophis sirtalis Statewide. Yes

SERPENTES: Viperidae (Vipers and Pit Vipers) 

Common Name Scientific Name Distribution

Copperhead* Agkistrodon contortrix At present, found only in Hampden and Norfolk No

counties. Listed as Endangered.

Timber Rattlesnake* Crotalus horridus At present, found only in Berkshire, Hampden, No

Hampshire, and Norfolk counties. 

Listed as Endangered.

SOURCE:  Baseline data from MassWildlife's State Reptiles & Amphibians List 3rd edition, 2000, revised 2002 and

James E. Cardoza & Peter G. Mirick, Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife; Fauna of Massachusetts Series, No. 3

Adapted for Norwell local use by Committee

Appendix C:  Reptiles of Massachusetts

















NORWELL PONDS

Third Herring Brook System: the system begins with a wetlands complex upstream of Jacob’s Pond
to Grove Street.  Downstream of Jacob’s Pond, Third Herring Brook flows through Peterson Pond
just south of Route 3, and the former Mill Pond between South Street and the YMCA complex.
Next the system reaches the Tack Factory Pond just west of Church Hill before reaching the
North River.  

Second Herring Brook System: the brook begins with the cranberry bog reservoir west of Winter
Street, flows to Turner Pond southwest of Cross Street, then into Dead Swamp and Torrey Pond
at Mill Street, and into Mill Pond in the Norris Reservation.  From there the brook reaches
Gordon Pond, also in Norris Reservation, before flowing into the North River.  

Bound Brook Pond, at the base of Mount Blue to the south and east, and Mount Blue Street to
the West, is controlled by a dam on Mt. Hope Street, before flowing into the Aaron River and the
Aaron River Surface Water Reservoir in Cohasset.   

There is a small pond in Wompatuck State park, just south of the intersection of Norwell,
Cohasset and Scituate.  

Damon Pond is on 60 acres of watershed protection land owned by the Town of Scituate south of
First Parish Road.  This pond is in the First Herring Brook Watershed, and drains South Swamp
to the north in Scituate.

There is a small pond at the intersection of Dover Street and River Street that takes flows from
along Forest Street and conveys them into Second Herring Brook.

An un-named pond at the southeast base of Buttonwood Hill on Cross Street takes its flows from
Satsuit Meadow at Satuit Meadow Lane, and forms the upper part of the Stony Brook Watershed.
This pond is a popular ice skating locale, for it is in a “frost pocket” that freezes before other water
bodies in Norwell.

Appendix C:  Natural Resources Information



NORWELL SOILS

A general description of the location of generalized soils types in Norwell is as follows:

Birchwood - Poquonock-Mattapoisett A triangle, generally from Mt. Blue east of Judge’s
Hill to the easterly end of Samuel Woodworth, to Main Street at Circuit Street.

Freetown-Swansea-Scarboro (seen as Berryland on Graphic) These are all wetlands (hydric
soils), in six locations in Norwell as follows: 

• Along the Wildcat Brook Drainageway from Circuit Street to Third Herring
Brook, into Old Pond Meadows, across Route 3 

• Hoop Pole Swamp, between Bowker and Lincoln Streets
• The Brunt Plain/Flat Swamp complex, from the east side of Mt Blue, along the

west side of School Street, to nearly Prospect Street 
• Black Pond Swamp north and east of Cuffey Hill north of Mt. Blue Street  
• The Satsuit Meadow/Second Herring Brook which crosses Winter Street, and

Cross Street, to Dead Swamp north of Mill Lane 
• Valley Swamp. from the northern portion of Jacobs Pond into the Valley

Swamp Complex across and north of Grove Street.

Hinkley-Windsor-Deerfield The west of Norwell to Prospect Street and Jacobs Pond and a
small area north and south of Grove Street to nearly School Street.

Montauk-Scituate-Norwell A small area on the Scituate boundary north and northwest of
Old Oaken Bucket Road and northeast of Summer Street, bounded by First Parish Road on the
northwest side.

Plymouth-Carver The southerly section of Norwell, from Riverside Drive south across Rt. 3 to
Third Herring Brook.

Ipswich-Pawcatuck-Hooksan The wetlands along the Norwell side of the North River.

Raynam-Scio-Birdsall The center of Norwell, a complex shape from Bowker to Central
Streets, along Main Street, and south to Pleasant and into the center of the Circuit Street “U.”

Woodbridge-Paxton-Ridgebury three areas in Norwell, as follows: 
• The area at the eastern edge of the Town centered on Mina, Cross, and Winter Streets
• The southerly area of Norwell, from Forest Street at Circuit St south to Rt. 3

and Riverside Drive 
• A complex-shaped area that begins in the northern section of Norwell, extend-

ing from Prospect Street in the west to Old Oaken Bucket at the Scituate Line,
southerly along Bowker Street and further southerly along South Street to
Third Herring Brook.

Appendix C:  Natural Resources Information



GENERAL SOIL MAP UNITS (In Brief)

1. Birchwood-Poquonock-Mattapoisett Very deep, nearly level to moderately steep, well
drained to poorly drained soils formed in sandy mantled underlain by loamy firm to friable glacial
till in areas of ground moraines and uplands.

2. Freetown-Swansea-Scarboro Very deep, nearly level, very poorly drained soils formed
in very deep to shallow freshwater organic deposits, underlain by glacial fluvial deposits in swamps
and depressions.

3. Hinckley-Windsor-Deerfield  Very  deep, nearly level to steep, excessively to moderately
well drained soils formed in glacial fluvial deposits on outwash plains, deltas, kames, and ice con-
tact deposits.

4. Scituate- -Montauk-Norwell Very deep, gently sloping to steep, well drained to poorly
drained soils formed in loamy glacial till overlying dense glacial till; on upland oval hills (drum-
lins) and ground moraines.

5. Plymouth-Carver Gently sloping to steep, excessively drained soils formed in loose sandy
ice contact and glacial outwash deposits on moraines and outwash plains.

6. Canton-Chatfield-Rock Outcrop  Very deep to moderately deep, gently sloping to very
steep, well drained soils formed in glacial till and ice-contact, stratified drift; in areas of bedrock
controlled uplands.

7. Carver  Nearly level to steep, very deep, excessively drained sandy soils formed in glacial out-
wash and ice-contact deposits, on outwash plains and kames.

8. Ipswich-Pawcatuck-Hooksan  Level, very deep, very poorly drained and excessively
drained soils formed in organic and sandy eolian marine deposits; in areas sheltered from ocean
waves along coastal shorelines and adjacent to brackish water bodies.

9. Raynham-Scio-Birdsall Very deep, nearly level to gently sloping, moderately well to very
poorly drained soils formed in silty lacustrine deposits. 

10. Woodbridge-Paxton-Ridgebury Very deep, gently sloping to steep, well drained to poor-
ly drained soils formed in loamy glacial till overlying dense glacial till; on upland oval hills (drum-
lins) and ground moraines.



GENERAL SOIL MAP UNITS (In Detail)

1. Birchwood-Poquonock-Mattapoisett
Very deep, nearly level to moderately steep, moderately well drained, well drained, and poorly
drained soils formed in sandy eolian and/or fluvial material underlain by loamy firm to friable gla-
cial till in areas of ground moraines, drumlins and uplands. The depth to the underlying dense till
typically ranges from 35 to 70 inches.

This map unit occurs throughout Plymouth County. The type of basal till underlying these soils varies
depending on the bedrock type carried and deposited by the glacier. In general, the Southern portion
of the County has a sandy, granitic till, the Northern and Western part has a loamy dark till high with
a high percentage of flat shale and siltstone, the Central part of the county has a loamy olive colored
till with mixed mineralogy. For more information see the geology section. 

Birchwood soils are moderately well drained soils on gentle sideslopes and footslopes of hills.
Birchwood soils have a perched, seasonal high watertable about 1.5 to 4 feet below the sur-
face. Poquonock soils are well drained soils on convex hilltops and moderately steep
sideslopes. Poquonock soils have a perched, seasonal high watertable approximately 2.5 to 5
feet below the surface. Mattapoisett soils are poorly drained soils on lowlying flat areas along
drainageways. Mattapoisett soils have a perched, seasonal high watertable about 0.5 to 1.5
feet below the surface. Complete descriptions of Birchwood, Poquonock, and Mattapoisett
soils can be found in the "classification of the soils" section of this report.

Minor soils in this map unit are the well drained Montauk and Paxton soils, the moderately well
drained Scituate and Woodbridge soils, and the very poorly drained Brockton soils. Deerfield and
Windsor soils are on nearby fluvial landforms. Montauk, Paxton, Woodbridge, and Scituate soils are
loamy throughout and have a firm to very firm substratum. Brockton soils have a perched watertable
at or near the surface for most of the year. Deerfield and Windsor soils are sandy throughout.

Most areas of this map unit are in woodland, some areas are developed and some areas used for
agricultural production.

These soils are generally poorly suited for dwellings with on-site septic tank absorption fields because
of the slow permeability of the substratum and perched, seasonal high watertables. Mattapoisett soils
are very poorly suited for most uses because of the high watertable. Birchwood and Poquonock soils
are suited for woodland and crop productivity, irrigation is needed for optimal production.

2. Freetown-Swansea-Scarboro 
Very deep, nearly level to gently sloping, very poorly drained soils formed in very deep to shallow,
freshwater organic deposits, underlain by glacial fluvial or Lacustrine deposits in swamps, bogs,
fens, and depressions.

This map unit occurs throughout Plymouth County.



Freetown, Swansea, and Scarboro soils are all mapped within lowlying depressional areas and
are associated with swamps and freshwater wetlands. All three soils have a seasonal high
watertable at or near the surface for most of the year and are often ponded for long durations.
Freetown soils consist of very deep organic material ranging from 51 to more than 20 feet in
thickness. Swansea soils consist of organic material, 16 to 51 inches thick, underlain by fluvial
material. Scarboro soils consist of organic material less than 16 inches thick, underlain by flu-
vial deposits. A description of each soil can be found in the "classification of the soils" section
of this report.

Minor soils in this map unit are excessively drained Carver and Hinckley soils, moderately well
drained Birchwood and Deerfield soils, and poorly drained Mattapoisett and Pipestone soils. Very
poorly drained Berryland and Brockton soils are also included in this map unit.

Most areas of this map unit are wooded and scrub-shrub wetlands, many areas are used for cran-
berry production.

These soils are very poorly suited for most uses due to a seasonal high watertable and low soil
strength. Areas that are used for the cultivation of cranberries are well suited for production.
Areas of this map unit are well suited for wetland wildlife habitat.

3. Hinckley-Windsor-Deerfield
Very deep, nearly level to steep, excessively to moderately well drained soils formed in glacial flu-
vial deposits on outwash plains, deltas, kames, and ice contact deposits.

Hinckley soils are very gravelly, excessively drained, soils on kames, eskers, moraines and heads of
outwash plains. Windsor soils are sandy, excessively drained, soils on deltas and along the south-
ern end of outwash plains (distal part). Deerfield soils are moderately well drained soils on lower
elevations and in swales of outwash plains and deltas. Descriptions of Hinckley, Windsor, and
Deerfield soils can be found in the "classification of the soils" section of this report. 

Minor soils in this map unit are the somewhat excessively drained Merrimac soils, moderately
well drained Sudbury soils, poorly drained Wareham and Pipestone soils, and very poorly
drained Scarboro and Berryland soils. Merrimac and Sudbury soils have loamy solums.
Wareham and Pipestone soils have a seasonal high watertable between .5 and 1.5 feet below the
surface. Scarboro and Berryland soils have a seasonal high watertable at or near the surface for
most of the year.

Most areas of this map unit are in woodland or mixed residential or industrial development, some
areas are in cropland.

These soils are generally well suited to building site development. Deerfield soils have an appar-
ent seasonal high watertable between 1.5 and 4 feet and require mounded septic systems. These
soils occur in areas of aquifer recharge and caution should be taken to protect the aquifer. These



soils are well suited for woodland productivity, they are also well suited for cropland, irrigation is
required for optimal growth.

4. Scituate- -Montauk-Norwell
Very deep, gently sloping to steep, well drained to poorly drained soils formed in sandy loam eolian
material underlain by dense glacial till derived primarily from granitic materials on uplands, drum-
lins, and ground moraines.

Scituate soils are moderately well drained soils on foot slopes and gently sloping hillsides. Scituate
soils have a perched, seasonal high watertable about 1.5 to 4 feet below the surface. Montauk soils
are well drained soils convex top and side slopes of hills. Montauk soils have a perched, seasonal
high watertable approximately 2.5 to 5 feet below the surface. Norwell soils are poorly drained
soils on concave slopes along drainageways and depressions. Norwell soils have a perched, season-
al high watertable about 0.5 to 1.5 feet below the surface Descriptions of Scituate, Montauk, and
Norwell soils can be found in the "classification of the soils" section of this report.

Minor soils in this map unit are the well-drained Poquonock and Paxton soils, moderately well
drained Birchwood and Woodbridge soils, and poorly drained Ridgebury and Mattapoisett soils.
Poquonock Birchwood, and Mattapoisett soils have sandy solums, Paxton, Woodbridge and
Ridgebury soils have a finer textured and more compact substratum.

Most areas of this map unit are in woodland and mixed residential and industrial development.
Some areas are used for cropland. 

Montauk and Scituate soils are well suited for woodland productivity and cropland, Norwell soils
are poorly suited for woodland and cropland due to wetness. These soils are poorly suited to use as
sites for septic tank absorption fields because the slowly permeable dense substratum which does
not readily absorb the effluent. Subsurface drainage is also a problem with these soils; the firm sub-
stratum causes a perched seasonal high watertable.

5. Plymouth-Carver
Gently sloping to steep, excessively drained soils formed in thick sand deposits and/or loose sandy
ice contact till on end and recessional moraines and ice contact landforms.

This map unit is mapped primarily in the southeastern part of Plymouth County. It is about 45
percent Plymouth soils, 40 percent Carver soils, and 15 percent other soils.

Plymouth and Carver soils are commonly mapped in a complex of the two soils due to their similar
properties. Plymouth soils have a higher percentage of coarse fragments (cobbles to boulder size),
while Carver soils typically lack the larger size coarse fragments. Both soils are extremely droughty.
A description of each soil can be found in the "classification of the soils" section of this report.

Minor inclusions in this general soil map unit consist of the very poorly drained Freetown soils,



moderately well drained Deerfield soils, and well drained Merrimac, Barnstable, and Montauk
soils. Freetown soils formed in freshwater organic deposits and are commonly used for the produc-
tion of cranberries. Deerfield soils have a seasonal high watertable. Merrimac soils have a loamy
topsoil and subsoil underlain by sand and gravel. Barnstable soils are similar to Plymouth soils
except they have loamy topsoil and subsoil layers. Montauk soils formed in dense glacial till.

Most areas of this map unit are forested with pitch pine, white pine, and scrub oak, some areas are
used for homesites or cropland. Areas of this map unit are poorly suited to woodland, cultivated
crops and pasture because of the very low water holding capacity. There are no major limitations
which affect the use of these soils as building sites. Large boulders are associated with the
Plymouth soils and may hinder excavation activities. This map unit is associated with groundwa-
ter aquifer recharge areas and precautions should be taken to protect the aquifer.

6. Canton-Chatfield-Rock Outcrop
Very deep to shallow, gently sloping to very steep, well drained soils formed in ablation glacial till
in areas of bedrock controlled uplands.

This map unit is occurs primarily in the northern and central part of Plymouth County. 

Canton soils are very deep soils (greater than 6 feet to bedrock) on low pockets in bedrock con-
trolled uplands, and on small undulating hills adjacent to valleys. Chatfield soils are moderately
deep soils and typically have hard bedrock between 20 to 40 inches. Chatfield soils are on knobs
and near ridge tops in bedrock controlled uplands. A description of Canton and Chatfield soils
can be found in the "classification of the soils" section of this report. Rock outcrops are areas
where bedrock (ledge) is exposed at the surface, some areas have a very shallow covering of soil
less than 20 inches thick. The type of bedrock depends on the area, for more information regard
ing bedrock types refer to the bedrock map included with this report. 

Minor soils included in this map unit are the well drained Paxton and Newport soils, moderately
well drained Woodbridge and Pittstown soils, and very poorly drained Brockton soils. Also includ-
ed are soils that have bedrock between 40 and 60 inches. Paxton and Newport soils are on smooth
slopes, both soils are very deep and have dense till in the substratum. Woodbridge and Pittstown
soils are at the base of slopes and smooth gentile slopes. Both soils have dense till in the substra-
tum and a perched seasonal high watertable between 1.5 and 3 feet. Brockton soils are along
drainage-ways and in depressions.

Most of the soils in this map unit are used for woodland and residential development, some areas
are used as sites for quarries.

These soils are fairly well suited to woodland productivity; areas of shallow depth to bedrock
have shallow rooting depth and tree-throw hazard. Canton soils are well suited for cropland.
Areas of Canton soils are also well suited for development. Areas of Chatfield soils and
bedrock outcrop are poorly suited for most uses due to the shallow depth to hard bedrock.



Blasting is often required for excavation; however, in the northern part of the county the
bedrock is ripable in many areas.

7. Carver  
Nearly level to steep, very deep, excessively drained sandy soils formed in glacial outwash and ice-
contact deposits, on outwash plains and kames.

This map unit occurs in the southeastern part of Plymouth County. It is mapped within the
Wareham-Plymouth pitted outwash plain and the Kings pond plain (see geology section). 

Nearly level to gently sloping, broad areas of Carver soils occur throughout this unit. Strongly
sloping to steep areas of this soil occur on the side slopes of swales and valleys on outwash plains,
and on ridges and hills within areas of ice-contact deposits. A description of Carver soils can be
found in the "classification of the soils" section of this report.

Minor soils in this map unit are the excessively drained Plymouth, Hinckley, and Merrimac soils,
and the very poorly drained Berryland, Swansea and Freetown soils. Plymouth and Hinckley soils
have a higher percentage of coarse fragments (cobble to boulder size) and Merrimac soils have a
loamy surface and subsoil. The Berryland, Swansea and Freetown soils have a seasonal high water
table within 0.5 feet of the surface and occur in swales, depressions, and in lowlying areas adja-
cent to streams, ponds and lakes. Berryland soils formed in sandy outwash. Freetown and Swansea
soils formed in freshwater organic deposits.
.
Most areas of this map unit are in scrub oak and pitch pine woodland. Some areas have been
developed for homesites. This map unit is poorly suited to cultivated crops and pasture because of
a very low available water capacity and low fertility. There are no major limitations for use as
building sites, but the sides of excavations generally cave in because of the loose nature of the sub-
stratum. This map unit is associated with aquifer recharge areas and caution should be taken to
protect the aquifer.

8. Ipswich-Pawcatuck-Hooksan
Level to steep, very deep, very poorly drained and excessively drained soils formed in organic and
mineral marine deposits and eolian sand deposits along coastal areas.

This map unit occurs along Buzzards Bay, Cape Cod Bay, and Boston Harbor. It  is about 50 per-
cent Ipswich soils, 25 percent Pawcatuck soils, and 20 percent Hooksan, and about 5 percent soils
of minor extent.

The level, very poorly drained Ipswich and Pawcatuck soils border salt water and brackish
water bodies that are protected, by beaches and sand dunes, from the direct force of ocean
waves. These soils are in tidal areas subject to daily inundation and are vegetated with salt
grasses. Excessively drained Hooksan soils are on vegetated dunes adjacent to beeches.
Descriptions of Ipswich, Pawcatuck, and Hooksan soils can be found in the "Classification of



Soils" section of this report.  Included within this map unit are areas of Dunes and Beeches and
very poorly drained Matunuck soils.

Areas of this map unit are in grassy vegetation, many areas are used for homes and recreational
uses. Ipswich and Pawcatuck soils are best suited for wetland habitat and poorly suited for other
uses due to flooding, low strength, and wetness. Hooksan soils are poorly suited for most uses due
to droughtyness and high erosional and depositional events.

9. Raynham-Scio-Birdsall
Very deep, nearly level to gently sloping, very poorly to moderately well drained soils formed in
silty lacustrine sediments in areas of glacial lakebeds plains and deltas. 

This map unit occurs in the central part of Plymouth County.

Raynham soils are poorly drained soils on level and depressional slopes. Raynham soils have a sea-
sonal high watertable about 0.5 to 1.5 feet below the surface. Eldridge soils are moderately well
drained soils on undulating landforms. Eldridge soils have a seasonal high watertable approximate-
ly 1.5 to 4 feet below the surface. Birdsall are very poorly drained soils in drainageways and
swamps. Birdsall soils are ponded for long periods of time. Descriptions of Raynham, Eldridge and
Birdsall soils can be found in the "classification of the soils" section of this report.

Minor soils in this map unit are the moderately well drained Scio soils, poorly drained Enosburg
soils, and well drained Hinesburg soils.Scio soils have silty textures throughout, Enosburg soils
have sandy material underlain by the silty lacustrine sediments, and Hinesburg soils have a
sandy solum.

Most areas of this map unit are in woodland and cropland.

Eldridge soils are well suited for woodland productivity and cropland production, Raynham and
Birdsall soils are poorly suited for most uses due to wetness. Areas of this map unit are generally
poorly suited for dwellings with on-site sewage disposal systems due to slow permeability and sea-
sonal high watertables.

10. Woodbridge-Paxton-Ridgebury
Very deep, gently sloping to steep, well drained to poorly drained soils formed in fine sandy loam
eolian material underlain by loamy dense glacial till on uplands, drumlins, and ground moraines.

Woodbridge soils are moderately well drained soils on foot slopes and gently sloping hillsides.
Woodbridge soils have a perched, seasonal high watertable about 1.5 to 4 feet below the surface.
Paxton soils are well drained soils convex top and side slopes of hills. Paxton soils have a perched,
seasonal high watertable approximately 2.5 to 5 feet below the surface. Ridgebury soils are poorly
drained soils on concave slopes along drainageways and depressions. Ridgebury soils have a
perched, seasonal high watertable about 0.5 to 1.5 feet below the surface Descriptions of



Woodbridge, Paxton, and Ridgebury soils can be found in the "classification of the soils" section
of this report.

Minor soils in this map unit are the well-drained Poquonock and Montauk soils, moderately well
drained Birchwood and Scituate soils, and poorly drained Norwell and Mattapoisett soils.
Poquonock Birchwood, and Mattapoisett soils have sandy solums, Montauk, Scituate and Norwell
soils have a coarser textured and less dense substratum derived mainly from granitic material.

Most areas of this map unit are in woodland and mixed residential and industrial development.
Some areas are used for cropland. 

Paxton and Woodbridge soils are well suited for woodland productivity and cropland, Ridgebury
soils are poorly suited for woodland and cropland due to wetness. These soils are poorly suited to
use as sites for septic tank absorption fields because the slowly permeable dense substratum which
does not readily absorb the effluent. Subsurface drainage is also a problem with these soils; the firm
substratum causes a perched seasonal high watertable.

Base URL: http://nesoil.com/index.html

From:  http://nesoil.com/plymouth/gsm/norwell.htm, page maintained by Jim Turenne, State Soils
Scientist, Rhode Island



NORWELL SWAMPS

Dead Swamp upstream of Torrey Pond between Center Street to its west and Winter Street to
its east

Satsuit Meadow, on the Town’s northeast boundary

South Swamp, the very southern portion shared with Scituate 

Black Pond Swamp between Judges and Cuffey Hills

Flat Swamp between Judges Hill and Mount Blue

Bound Brook Pond that is in the last eutrophic stage of a pond becoming a swamp 

Burnt Plain Swamp both north and south of Grove Street just west of School Street

Valley Swamp, north and south of Grove Street, flowing to the north into Hingham and south
to Jacobs Pond and the Third Herring Brook

Hoop Pole Swamp, the source of Wildcat Creek between Bowker and Lincoln Streets

Old Pond Meadows, a large wetland complex where The Wildcats (Creek and Brook) flow
together and join Third Herring Brook

Appendix C:  Natural Resources Information





UPLAND
Mammals Deer Mice, Peromyscus maniculatus

Eastern Cottontail Rabbit, Sylvilagus floridanus
Grey Sqirrel, Sciurus carolinensis
Mink, Mustela vison
Muskrat, Ondatra zibethicus
Meadow Vole, Microtus pennsylvanicus
Raccoon, Procyon lotor
Red Backed Vole, Clethrionomys gapperi
Red Squirrel, Sciurus vulgaris
Short Tailed Shrew, Blarina brevicauda
Striped Skunk, Mephitis mephitis
Virginia Opossum, Didelphis virginiana
White-tailed Deer, Odocoileus virginianus borealis Miller
Woodchuck, Marmota monax

Birds American Robin, Turdus migratorius
Black-capped Chicade, Parus atricapillus
Cardinal, Cardinalis cardinalis
Carolina Wren, Thyrothorus ludoricienus
Cedar Waxwing, Bombycilla cedrorum
Downy Woodpecker, Dendrocopus pubescens
Eastern Phoebe, Sayornis phoebe
Golden Crowned Kinglet, Regulus satrapa
Hairy Woodpecker, Dendrocopos villosus
Hermit Thrush, Hylocichla guttata
Mourning Dove, Zenaidura macroura
Ovenbird, Seiurus aurocapillus
Red Breasted Nuthatch, Sitta canadensis
Red-tailed Hawk, Buteo jamaicensis
Ruby Crowned Kinglet, Regulus calendula
Ruffed Grouse, Bonasa umbellus
Rufous-sided Towhee, Pipilo erthrophthlmus
White Breasted Nuthatch, Sitta carolinensis
Woodcock, Scolopax minor
Yellow Shafted Flicker, Colaptes auratus
Yellowthroat, Geothlypis

Reptiles Northern Black Racer, Coluber constrictor
Painted Turtle, Chrysemy picta
Spotted Turtle, Clemmys guttata
Eastern Box Turtle, Terrapene carolina
Garter Snake, Thamnophis sirtalis
Milk Snake, Lampropeltis triangulum
Yellow Spotted Salamander, Ambystoma maculatum

W I L D L I F E
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MARSH
Birds Black Duck, Anas rubripes

Great Blue Heron, Ardea herodias
Mallard Duck, Anas platyrhynchos
Marsh Hawk, Circus cyaneus
Marsh Wren, Cistothorus palustris
Virginia Rail, Rallus limicola
Sora, Porzana carolina
Red-winged Blackbird, Agelaius phoeniceus
Snowy Egret, Egretta thula

Aquatic Life* Atlantic Mackerel, Scomber scombrus
American Shad, Alosa sapidissima
Alewife, Alosa pseudoharengus
American Sand Eel, Anguilla rostrata
Black Crappie, Pomoxis nigromaculatus
Bluegill, Lepomis macrochirus
Brook Trout, Salvelinus fontinalis - stocked
Brown Trout, Salmo trutta - stocked
Catfish, Ictalurus nebulosus
Chain Pickerel, Esox niger 
Golden Shiner, Notemigonus crysoleucas
Johnny Darter, Etheostoma nigrum Rafinesque
Lamprey, Petromyzon marinus
Largemouth Bass, Micropterus salmoides
Pumpkinseed, Lepomis gibbosus

*From "A Study of the Marine Resources of the North River,"Division of Marine Fisheries, 1966.

W I L D L I F E
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Release Release Site Name/ Reporting Notification Compliance Date Phase RAO Chemical 
Tracking Address Location Category Date Status (dd,mm,yy) Class Type
Number Aid (dd,mm,yy)
(RTN)

4-0010697 41 Accord Park No Location Aid 120 DY 22.08.98 RAO 07.04.95 B1 Hazardous Material
4-0012749 10 & 22 Pond St. No Location Aid 120 DY 27.12.96 DPS 24.12.97 Hazardous Material
4-0000529 10 & 22 Pond St. South Shore Acura None 15.10.98 DEP NFA 23.07.93 Oil
4-0010009 46 Bridge St. Off Rt 123, Main St. 72 HR 06.10.93 RAO 19.12.95 Phase II A1 Oil
4-0015012 Brigantine Circle Pole 18 2 HR 16.09.99 RAO 22.11.99 A2 Oil
4-0014568 Cordwainer Drive SE of Nursing Home 120 DY 05.03.99 RAO 02.08.99 A1 Hazardous Material
4-0012425 111 Cross St. No Location Aid 72 HR 14.08.96 RAO 22.05.97 A1 Oil
4-0011269 32 Glen Trlr Park 0ff 214 Washington St 2 HR 12.04.95 Tier IC 14.03.97 Phase II Oil
4-0013242 82 Green St. No Location Aid 72 HR 01.08.97 RAO 30.09.97 A2 Oil
4-0012240 7 Grove St. Bus Terminal 72 HR 06.06.96 RAO 05.08.96 A2 Oil
4-0015288 86 High St. No Location Aid 2 HR 18.02.00 RAO 27.09.00 A2 Oil
4-0015314 86 High St. No Location Aid 2 HR 18.02.00 Tier 1D 27.02.00 Oil
4-0000726 223 Main St. Hilltop Service Station None 15.10.89 DEP NFA 24.04.96
4-0013918 310 Main St. No Location Aid 2 HR 01.06.98 RAO 05.04.02 Phase II A2 Oil
4-0014450 310 Main St. Norwell Highway Dept 72 HR 08.01.99 RTN Closed 08.06.99 Oil
4-0017648 310 Main St. DPW 2 HR 20.02.03 RAO 12.05.03 A2
4-0013154 334 Main St. H. Goldman School 72 HR 03.07.97 RAO 10.07.98 A2 Oil
4-0000133 724 Main St. Joseph's Pontiac None 09.05.86 Tier 2 13.09.00 Phase IV Oil
4-0016160 998  Main St. No Location Aid 2 HR 04.02.01 RAO 01.06.01 A2 Oil
4-0012566 43 Masthead Dr. No Location Aid 72 HR 17.10.96 RAO 18.12.96 A1 Oil
4-0014129 88 Masthead Dr. No Location Aid 72 HR 20.08.98 RAO 21.09.98 A2 Oil
4-0016621 75 Masthead Way Residence 72 HR 12.10.01 RAO 11.10.02 A2 Oil
4-0013234 36 May Elm St. Collins Residence 72 HR 31.07.97 RAO 29.09.97 A2 Oil
4-0017157 291 Mt. Blue St. No Location Aid 72 HR 21.06.02 RAO 27.08.02 B1 Oil
4-0012792 Mt. Hope St. Pole #15 2 HR 21.01.97 RAO 21.03.97 A1 Oil
4-0015433 102 Old Oaken Bucket Rd Vinal Ele. School 72 HR 20.04.00 RAO 21.08.00 A2 Oil
4-0013101 44 Old Pottery Lane No Location Aid 2 HR 16.06.97 RAO 10.06.98 A2 Oil
4-0014117 142 Parker St. No Location Aid 72 HR 18.08.98 RAO 03.02.99 A2 Oil
4-0018082 Pine & Wildcat St. No Location Aid 2 HR 21.10.03 Unclassified 20.10.03 Oil
4-0012574 10 Pond St. So. Shore Acura (frmr) 120 DY 17.12.96 RAO 09.03.99 Phase II A2 Oil & Hazardous Mtl
4-0000705 32 Pond St. Fabricare House None 15.04.89 REMOPS 26.09.03 Phase V Oil
4-0000941 75 Pond St. South Shore Volvo None 29.06.90 RAO 16.10.95 A2 Oil
4-0014470 40 River St. Norwell Police Station 72 HR 20.01.99 RAO 19.03.99 A1 Oil
4-0000134 Rt 228 & 53 Queen Ann's Arco (frmr) None 15.01.87 REMOPS 02.09.03 Phase V Oil
4-0016466 Rt 3 N 200 Ft N of River St. 2 HR 07.08.01 RAO 21.02.02 A2 Oil
4-0015227 Rt 3 S Mile Marker 30 2 HR 08.01.00 RAO 17.03.00 A2 Oil
4-0010290 Satuit Ln. Pad Mount #1 off Winter St. 2 HR 25.02.94 RAO 13.01.95 A2 Oil
4-0012196 Tiffany Rd. Pole #11 (25KVA) 2 HR 21.05.96 RAO 22.07.96 A2 Oil
4-0016942 10 Washington St. Queen Ann's Arco (frmr) 72 HR 13.03.02 RTN Closed 13.05.02 Hazardous Material
4-0000674 119 Washington St. Sullivan Tire Co. (frmr) None 10.01.89 RAO 27.10.95 A3 Oil
4-0016350 271 Washington St. No Location Aid 2 HR 03.07.01 RAO 05.11.01 A2
4-0000524 271 Washington St. Atlantic Towing Co. None 15.10.88 RAO 05.11.01 A2 Oil & Hazardous Mtl
4-0000402 412 Washington St. Boston Whaler Inc. None 15.10.87 RAO 14.03.97 B1
4-0000713 433 Washington St. North River Elec. Supply None 15.01.89 DEP NFA 02.08.95 Oil
4-0016053 72 Washington St. Shell Station (frmr) 72 HR 21.02.01 Tier 1C 07.02.02 Phase II Oil
4-0016067 72 Washington St. Shell Station (frmr) 72 HR 28.02.01 RAO 04.05.01 A1 Oil
4-0016674 72 Washington St. Shell Station (frmr) 120 DY 22.10.01 RAO 21.10.02 A2 Oil & Hazardous Mtl
4-0016941 72 Washington St. Shell Station (frmr) 72 HR 12.03.02 TCLASS 04.02.03 Oil
4-0000999 89 Washington St. Mobil Station 01 QLW None 15.01.91 RAO 24.08.94 A2 Oil
4-0000665 95 Washington St. Sunoco Service Station None 14.12.88 RAO 23.02.95 A2 Oil
4-0012405 376 Washington St. Garden Center 2 HR 11.08.96 Tier 1D 18.08.97 Oil
4-0014863 6 West St. State Police Barracks 72 HR 16.07.99 RTN Closed 13.01.00 Oil
4-0010259 West St. State Police Barracks 2 HR 03.02.94 REMOPS 28.06.01 Phase V Oil
4-0000608 4 Whiting St. Getty Service Station None 15.01.89 Tier 1C 29.04.03

Key: Active Cleanup Sites

http://www.state.ma.us/cgi-bin/dep/wscreport.cgi - 13 Dec 03

Appendix D:  Massachusetts Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup Site
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 
FOR THE USE OF LAND UNDER THE CONTROL 
OF THE NORWELL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

•  Obey all State, Local and Federal Laws; mainly the hunting, fishing and littering statutes.

•  No overnight camping without permission from the Conservation Commission.

•  No open fires without Conservation Commission and Fire Department permission.

•  No motorized vehicles except in parking areas.

•  No removal of any plant material, living or dead, without the permission of the Conservation
Commission.

•  Disturbing, defacing, or removing feature, sign or poster, or barrier is prohibited.

•  The Town of Norwell assumes no liability for injury or loss of personal property.

Appendix E 



ARTICLE 97:  
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Article XCVII. Article XLIX of the Amendments to the
Constitution is hereby annulled and the following is adopted
in place thereof: - The people shall have the right to clean air
and water, freedom from excessive and unnecessary noise, and
the natural, scenic, historic, and esthetic qualities of their
environment; and the protection of the people in their right to
the conservation, development and utilization of the agricul-
tural, mineral, forest, water, air and other natural resources is
hereby declared to be a public purpose. 

The general court shall have the power to enact legislation
necessary or expedient to protect such rights. 

In the furtherance of the foregoing powers, the general court
shall have the power to provide for the taking, upon payment
of just compensation therefor, or for the acquisition by pur-
chase or otherwise, of lands and easements or such other inter-
ests therein as may be deemed necessary to accomplish these
purposes. 

Lands and easements taken or acquired for such purposes shall
not be used for other purposes or otherwise disposed of except
by laws enacted by a two thirds vote, taken by yeas and nays,
of each branch of the general court. 

Appendix F: Article 97



The Open Space and Recreation Committee defines “Open Space" as including, but not limited
to, land protecting the quality and quantity of the town’s water supply including existing and
future well fields, aquifers and recharge areas; land protecting natural communities to support
wildlife and biodiversity; land to preserve other natural resources such as forests, salt water marsh-
es, wetlands rivers, streams and ponds; land to protect scenic vistas and unique and historic
resources such as agricultural land, grasslands, fields; and land for active and passive recreational
use such as bikeways, walking trails, bridle paths, athletic fields, access to the North River and
other recreational needs of the community.  

The Open Space and Recreation Committee has developed the following checklist of natural
resource and community functions, and created a point-based ranking system.  Other criteria such
as cost, development pressures, partnership opportunities, and subjectivity will be evaluated on a
parcel-by-parcel basis.

GROUND WATER SUPPLY (including Hanover, Scituate and Cohasset)
Existing Zone 1 ( identified as potential ground water supply) 3 points
Existing Zone 2 (mapped recharge area surrounding ground water supply) 2 points
Existing Zone 3 (within watershed of ground water supply) 1 point
No existing or potential function as water supply 0 points

SURFACE WATER SUPPLY/QUALITY/ SOIL EROSION (including Scituate, Hingham and Cohasset)
Parcel would protect a Class A water (within 400 ft. of surface water supply & 200 ft. from tributary to surface water supply) 3 points
Parcel would protect a Class B water (within half mile of surface water supply) 2 points
Parcel would protect a Class C water (within watershed of surface water supply) 1 point
Parcel is not proximate to any surface waters 0 points

MAINTENANCE OF BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY OR WILDLIFE HABITAT
Parcel is within Core Habitat, Supporting Natural Landscape, and certified and potential vernal pools in the NHESP Biomap 3 points
Parcel is identified as Natural Resources Priorities in the Master Plan 2 points
Parcel is identified as local natural communities or is contiguous to existing habitat 1 point
Parcel does not provide significant habitat functions 0 points

BUFFERING CONFLICTING USES
Site buffers public site or large scale private site from conflicting adjacent land uses 3 points
Site buffers small scale private sites from conflicting uses 2 points
Site buffers sites that are not sensitive to adjacent uses 1 point
Site does not serve a buffering role 0 points

RECREATIONAL VALUE
The parcel is recognized as a destination for recreational activities including potential bikeway, athletic fields 
and pedestrian network as outlined in the Master Plan and/or Open Space & Recreation Plan 3 points
The parcel meets criteria identified in the Master Plan and/or Open Space and Recreation Plan for recreation/open space 2 points
The parcel is not identified in the Master Plan and/or Open Space and Recreation Plan but provides recreational opportunities 1 point
The parcel does not provide recreational values 0 points

SCENIC VIEWS
The parcel provides a distinctive landscape view from a public way or provides a vista from which to view significant 
and distinctive landscape qualities. 3 points
The parcel is associated with an identified visual element of the town including scenic roads. 2 points
The parcel provides distinctive views but is not readily accessible to the public 1 point
The parcel does not provide scenic qualities 0 points

LANDSCAPE/GREENWAYS CONTEXT
The parcel is contiguous to existing protected open space and recreation lands AND is identified as a greenway corridor 
between open spaces 3 points
The parcel is located in the “Protective River Corridor” as identified in the NSRWA’s North River Mapping Project 3 points
The parcel abuts existing open spaces and recreation lands 2 points
The parcel does not abut open space but is identified with a greenway corridor between existing open spaces 1 point
The parcel is remote and does not abut any existing open space 0 points

TOTAL POINTS

Appendix G:  Norwell Open Space Criteria
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Appendix H:   ADA Access Self-Evaluation

A RECREATION

OVERVIEW
The following list includes those properties used by the Norwell Recreation Commission for pro-
gramming or public use. These sites were evaluated in spring and summer of 2003 with members
of the Norwell Commission on Disabilities.

Once the site inventory was complete, the self-evaluation was presented to the Norwell
Commission on Disabilities. They recommended improved access for people with disabilities espe-
cially to the facilities at the Norwell High School campus. The Transition Plan for Recreation has
been developed with these comments in mind. The Recreation Commission will continue to work
with the Commission on Disabilities when creating and maintaining access to facilities used for
public recreation programs. The Recreation Commission will also work various other town
departments, youth and sports organizations, scouts and other interested parties to encourage proj-
ects and improvements at public facilities that will include access to people with disabilities. 

Programs: All Recreation programs are open to all abilities.  As stated in our quarterly
brochures— “All abilities are invited.  If special accommodations are needed, please give us a two
week notice.”

RECREATION AREAS OVERSEEN BY RECREATION COMMISSION
Centenial Park (site visit-6/12/03) is located on Pine Street and has two full soccer fields and
an outdoor basketball court.  The recreational usage is under the jurisdiction of the Recreation
Commission. The primary usage is by the independent Norwell Youth Soccer Association.
Because it is on the closed landfill, the Board of Health has the ultimate jurisdiction and must
approve improvements.

The accessible signage is missing and there is no accessible path from parking to the field of play.
The slope of the ground to the field is between 4-8% at its steepest.  There is no spectator seating
of any kind.  Player seating, port-o-john and drinking fountain is not accessible or adequate by
design or placement.

TRANSITION PLAN SUGGESTION

• Replace Accessible Parking Signs – (Recreation Commission 2005)
• Letter from Open Space & Recreation Committee (OS&RC) and/or

Recreation Commission to Norwell Youth Soccer Association including self



evaluation findings and asking for future improvements to include Architectural
Access Board/Americans with Disabilities Act (AAB/ADA) Compliance
(2005):

• Port-o-Johns, benches and/or bleachers
• Funding future improvements to replace water fountain 

with accessible one (Recreation Commission/NYSA 2005)
• Improve pathway from parking to basketball court to field (with earth

ramp or other solution (Recreation Commission/NYSA 2005/06)

“Ed” White Recreation Area is about 7 acres located on Green Street and has no access or off-
street parking.  It is undeveloped open space that abuts the Centennial Park.  It is under the juris-
diction of the Recreation Commission

TRANSITION PLAN SUGGESTION

• Recreation Commission sends letter to Athletic Field Committee asking them 
to determine the feasibility and cost of developing for athletic field/s – 2005.

Reynolds Playground (site visit-6/12/03) is under the Recreation Commission’s jurisdiction
and is located on Prouty Ave.  It is a small neighborhood playground with swings, slide, play struc-
ture, paved basketball court, and small grassy area. There is no off-street parking as most users live
in the neighborhood.

Pathways are paved or stone dust with part of the slopes between 6-7% (should be 5%).  The 3’
width is somewhat narrowed by encroaching sod & landscape mulch. The basketball court is good.
The play structure has accessible elements and transition platforms.  The safety surface is manu-
factured wood-fiber, which meets accessibility standards. One bench has a back but no arms and
is on grassy surface. The accessible child’s seat is missing the safety strap. The picnic table is not
accessible.

TRANSITION PLAN SUGGESTION

• Replace safety strap on accessible swing (Recreation Commission 2005)
• Trim sod to widen pathway to 36”, add stonedust and improve grade as needed

(Recreation Commission 2005)
• Replace picnic table with accessible one when table needs replacing 

(Recreation Commission 2005/2006)
• Add accessible bench with arms (Recreation Commission 2006)



Stetson Meadows has 20+/- upland acres designated for recreation located at the end of
Stetson Shrine Lane.  The agreement was for Recreation to have the first 20 acres of the proper-
ty at the cul-de-sac.  The remaining 120+/- acres are under Conservation Commission jurisdic-
tion and about three acres with the Historical Commission and the Stetson Ford House. The
property has not been surveyed or registered exactly which acreage is under which commissions’
jurisdiction.  There are several trails throughout the property.  Access is poor, no trails are ADA
accessible.  The roadway is dirt and poorly graded – parking is limited to the cul-de-sac and an
interior rough field (not accessible).

TRANSITION PLAN SUGGESTION

• Survey community for possible recreation uses for the 20 acres (Recreation
Commission 2004).
Update:  Recreation’s Summer 04 Brochure, mailed to all postal customers,
included the question:  “What would you like to see on Recreation’s 20 acres at
Stetson Meadows?”  We asked for a response by phone or mail.  Seven (7)
responses were made between May & August 2004! 
Results:

2– Pool (no chlorine); Summer camp site with pool
3– walking trails, children’s play area & picnic tables. Biking trails. 
Horse trails & keep natural.
1– Sell the 20 acres & use money to improve high school athletic
facility with an artificial turf field
1– Golf course (9 holes or more) with giant lake for holding water

• Contact Athletic Fields Committee to determine the feasibility and cost of
developing athletic fields at site. (Recreation Commission 2005/2006)

• Encourage town to complete a land survey to determine property line for histor-
ical, recreation and conservation jurisdiction and file deed (Open Space &
Recreation Committee 2006)

Woodworth Park (site visit-6/12/03) is the complex of 3 Little League/Softball fields located on
Main Street across from Jacob’s Pond. The fields are used by the Norwell Little League, Girls’
Softball and Adult Softball Leagues. It is under the Recreation Commission’s jurisdiction but the
deed has restrictions managed by the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities
(SPNEA) who must approve improvements.

There is no accessible spectator seating, port-o-johns or drinking fountains.  Player dugouts on



fields 1 and 2 are too narrow (30”) to enter and benches inside are not accessible (32” minimum
clearance is needed). The batting cage is accessible. The snack bar serving window is too high (4’)
to access easily from a wheelchair.  Interior has sills and steps. The roadway has a dirt base, uneven
surface with potholes and puddles. The one picnic table is not accessible by placement or design.
Field 1: Gates and field paths are accessible.  There is an accessible parking space.
Field 2: Accessible-parking sign is missing.  Gate and field path is too narrow (31.5” and 28”
respectively) for field access.
Field 3: There is accessible parking signage.  Field gate is too narrow (27”).  Player benches have
no backs or arms.  There are no pathways from player benches to field (grassy surface).  There is
no spectator seating of any kind. 

TRANSITION PLAN SUGGESTION

• Replace accessible parking sign on fields 2 & 3 (Recreation Commission 2005)
• Send letter to Norwell Little League including self evaluation finds and asking

for future improvements to include (AAB/ADA) compliance for: Port-o-johns,
drinking fountain, dugouts with openings (min 32”), benches, spectator seating,
snack bar service window lowered (now 48” at maximum for front) and
improved access for inside snack bar (Recreation Commission 2005)

• Improve roadway surface to reduce potholes and standing water (Recreation
Commission, Little League and Town 2005/2006)

RECREATION AREAS OVERSEEN BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Gaffield Park (site visit-6/12/03) is a playground located at the junction of River and Forest
Streets.  It is under the jurisdiction of the Board of Selectmen.  There is presently a Friends of
Gaffield Park Committee raising funds to improve and rebuild the playground in the spring of
2004.  There is no accessible parking signage.  The pathway from parking to play structure is okay
until it becomes pea gravel.  All benches have no backs or arms.  There are no elements for acces-
sible play and safety surfacing is inaccessible (pea gravel).

Update: Site visit 10/2004.  A new, accessible playground was installed in May 2004.  Parking and
pathway are accessible and play structures now have some accessible elements.  

TRANSITION PLAN SUGGESTION

• Notify Board of Selectmen that no picnic tables include accessible seating – 
when replacing in future, accessibility should be considered.



Osborne Field is the soccer field located on Main Street next to the roadway into the Highway
Garage Complex.  It is under the jurisdiction of the Board of Selectmen and the Athletic Field
Committee oversees improvements. A softball field has been completed in 2003. There is no park-
ing on site.  The closest parking is located at the Sparrell and Middle Schools adjacent (across the
access roadway).  There is available space next to the bridge and field path to make accessible
parking. A short path and bridge access the field.  The path has a dirt/gravel base and exposed
roots and the slope maximum is 14%.  The bridge is accessible.  Player benches have no backs or
arms and some of poor design-unbalanced, which allows for a tipping if a person sits on the end.

TRANSITION PLAN SUGGESTION

• OS&R Committee to send letter to the Board of Selectmen including self eval-
uation findings and asking for future improvements to include AAB/ADA com-
pliance for the following: 

•One accessible parking place near the bridge (2005) 
•Improve pathway to/from the bridge to fields using dust or asphalt 

(2005)
•Improve benches (2005/06)
•Add spectator seating (2007)

RECREATION AREAS OVERSEEN BY THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE
All Schools

TRANSITION PLAN SUGGESTION

• OS&R Committee to send letter to school department asking for improved sig-
nage for all after-school access and routes to “after-hours” entrances and fields
including accessible parking designation, pathway surfacing curb cuts closer to
ramps and doors, door signs, etc.

• Signage at all elevators or gate to fields which need keys indicating how to get
keys need for usage after-hours

• Suggest adding auto-open doors at main entrance and after-hours entrances

Cole School (site visit-6/17/03) is located on High Street and is used for programming by the
Recreation Commission, especially the gym, cafeteria and playground.  The fields were still under
growth as of the summer of 2003 but, as of fall 2004 still show evidence of poor drainage and inad-
equate turf for athletic field use.  



PLAYGROUND:  There are not many elements for play for all abilities – only a slide & bridge.
There is no accessible parking signage near the entry to the playground and no ramp or curb cuts
from any of the building doors closest to the playground (library, hallway, community room or
gym). The safety surfacing is accessible. The placement of the playground next to delivery areas
and trash storage is unfortunate.

GYM/STAGE: The after-hours/weekend door has no designation as such.  And there is no designat-
ed accessible parking at that entrance.  There is no automatic door opener. The stage elevator needs
keys to operate but no signage about how to obtain the key.  Restroom/hallway doors seem heavy.

TRANSITION PLAN SUGGESTION

• Improve after hours signage and access
• Improve access with curb cuts and ramps to the right side of the building closest

to the playground and fields
• Improve doors to restroom so they open more easily from the hallway

High School (site visit-6/17/03) is located at 18 South Street and used by the Recreation Commission
for programming, especially the gym, cafeteria, various classrooms, tennis courts and fields.  It is under
the jurisdiction of the School Committee and is nearing a four- year process of renovations.

The roadway to the playing fields is dirt, potholes and puddles.  A key to the gate is needed for
accessibility but no signage for how to obtain the key.  The accessible parking signs are near the
football field only (none marked near tennis courts or other sports fields).  Two sets of portable
bleachers block the accessible path from the parking to the bleachers (no bleachers have accessi-
ble seating).  The pathway from the parking to the snack bar has a slope range of 4-6.5%.  The
service window seems quite high for easy use by someone in a wheelchair and the inside is not
accessible.  The picnic area has no accessible tables or surfacing (asphalt chunks).  The restrooms
are usable but do not have accessible plumbing placement or hardware.

TENNIS COURTS have no accessible pathway from parking to court entry.  The gateway onto
the court is accessible in width but has a lip in the pavement.  Benches have backs but no arms.

BUILDING:  The ramp to the door (north side) is 8% at the maximum.

GYM:  The after-hours/weekend door has no designation as such.  The accessible parking spot and
curb cut is more than 180’ from the ramp and 260’ from the door.  The gym is located on the sec-



ond level and the elevator needs a key for operation.  There is no signage about where to obtain
a key.  Because all access to the gym is by stairs or elevator it could be a real hazard if emergency
use prohibited use of the elevator for egress.  The ramp to the lockers and restrooms is 8.2-9.7%
at maximum slope.

CAFETERIA:  The ramp has a maximum slope of 10-11%. (greater than the 8% for compliance)
Tables and chairs are accessible.

AUDITORIUM:  Has adequate accessible seating and access.  The elevators need keys to operate
but no signage about how to obtain the key.

TRANSITION PLAN SUGGESTION

• Improve “after-hours” signage for access
• Improve roadway to fields and accessibility to all fields.  Key or combination

lock needed for security gate
• Improve pathway to tennis courts from parking (stone dust or pave) and add

accessible parking signage near courts
• Improve snack bar access and picnic area tables

Middle School (site visit-6/17/03) is located on Main Street and used by the Recreation
Commission for programming, especially the cafetorium and gym (and future fields).  It is under
the jurisdiction of the School Committee and is a new school completed in 2002.

The accessible curb cut is more than 100’ from the front door.  There is no accessible parking sig-
nage near the after-hours gym access (to the back side of the building).  The cafetorium has a stage
accessible with an elevator that needs a key (there is no signage about how to obtain a key).  The
elevator was blocked by storage of equipment on the stage level on the day of our visit.  The gym is
accessible with access and spectator seating.  The new sports fields should be ready for play in 2005.

TRANSITION PLAN SUGGESTION

• Improve after-hours signage/access and accessible parking near after-hours
entrance

Sparrell School (site visit-6/17/03) is located on Main Street and used by the Recreation
Commission for programming in the gym with stage.  It is under the jurisdiction of the
School Committee.



The curb cut and accessible parking is more than 100’ from the end of the building ramp.  The
ramp slope ranges from 6-10%.  The outside door is very heavy and 33” wide clearance.  There is
no automatic door opener.  The elevator (means of access to lower level gym/stage) needs a key
for operation and no signage of how to obtain it.  The elevator buttons are at 51” and the call but-
ton at 54”.  The elevator egress on the lower level is compromised by storage of chairs.  The gym
has no accessible seating.  The stage has no accessibility from floor to stage.  The stage is current-
ly used as storage space so really accessible to no one.  Because all access to this area requires use
of stairs or elevator, there would be a real hazard if an emergency prohibited use of the elevator
for egress.

TRANSITION PLAN SUGGESTION

• Encourage use of other buildings first as accessibility for after-hours is difficult
(poor seating in gym, nor access to stage, etc)

• Improve after-hours signage for access routes and entrances
• Add accessible parking spot nearer to ramp

Vinal School  (site visit-6/17/03) is located on Old Oaken Bucket Road and is used for program-
ming by the Recreation Commission, especially the gym, cafeteria and playground.  It is under the
jurisdiction of the School Committee.

GYM:  The accessible parking and curb cut for the front visitor entrance is more than 100’ from
the after-hours/weekend gym entrance.  There is no automatic door opener.  The gym, spectator
seating, and restrooms are accessible.

PLAYGROUND:  The pathway to the gate is dirt, rough and a curb at the entry.  There are few
elements for diverse play (similar to the play structure at Cole).  The safety surfacing is accessible.

FIELDS:  There is no designated accessible parking near the field or playground areas. The field
surface is extremely poor with little sod and exposed rocks and stones.  There is no seating of
any kind.

TRANSITION PLAN SUGGESTION

• Improve after-hours signage, access and accessibility parking
• Improve turf field

FUNDING SUGGESTIIONS
• Local sports associations assistance, as primary users of facilities
• Grants: Federal, State, Local and private foundations



• CPA Funding
• “Adopt” a Project – Community clubs, organizations, businesses or individuals
• Eagle Scout Projects
• Town Meeting Articles or Departmental Budgets

B CONSERVATION LANDS

OVERVIEW
The following list includes those properties owned and/or managed by the Norwell Conservation
Commission that have public access. These properties were evaluated in spring and summer of
2003 with members of the Norwell Commission on Disabilities. None of the properties owned by
the Conservation Commission have public restrooms, bathhouses, play areas, athletic fields, or
swimming facilities. The Conservation Commission currently does not offer any educational pro-
grams such as interpretive walks 

Once the site inventory was completed, the self-evaluation was presented to the Norwell
Commission on Disabilities. They recommended improved access for people with disabilities to
Jacob’s Pond and the North River (including Stetson Meadows). The Transition Plan for
Conservation properties has been developed with these comments in mind. The Conservation
Commission will continue to work with the Commission on Disabilities when creating and main-
taining access on its properties. The Conservation Commission will also work with Eagle Scouts
and other interested parties to encourage projects on Conservation Land that will include access
to people with disabilities. 

SITES
Jacobs Pond is a 189-acre parcel located in the northwestern portion of town. There is an
extensive trail system with access at Jacob’s Lane, Prospect Street, Judith Street, Beers Avenue
and Duncan Drive extension. There are unpaved parking areas at the Jacob’s Lane and Duncan
Drive Extension entrances. The trails are mostly narrow and unimproved with many exposed
rocks and tree roots). There is a dirt road from the parking lot at Jacob’s Lane to the Pond, how-
ever, a metal gate blocks access to the road from the parking lot. While most visitors can walk
around the gate, a boulder is less than 3 feet away from the gatepost and prevents wheelchair
access. A small wooden dock is located at the end of this road and is also inaccessible. A handi-
cap-accessible picnic table has been placed in a wooded area to the west of the parking lot but
requires an accessible path from the parking lot to the picnic table. At the Duncan Drive



Extension, the parking area is unpaved and drops from the road at a steep gradient to the Cliff
Prentiss Bridge and further to a canoe launch area at the edge of the Pond. The bridge is at least
36” wide with railings, but there is a step up at the access point from the parking lot and wooden
posts narrow the entrance to the bridge. The trails from the bridge into the wooded area are quite
steep, narrow and unimproved.

TRANSITION PLAN SUGGESTION

• Install a sign in the Jacob’s Lane parking area indicating where a gate key (can
be obtained to facilitate vehicular access to the Pond.

• Move the boulder to the left of the metal gate in the Jacob’s Lane parking area
to allow access around the gate. 

• Grade and surface the parking area and the path from the parking area on
Jacob’s Lane to the Pond to provide safe wheelchair access.

• Create a handicap parking space in the Jacob’s Lane parking lot.
• Coordinate with the Highway Department or an Eagle Scout to create an acces-

sible pathway from the Jacob’s Lane parking area to the picnic table.
• Construct a ramp from the Duncan Drive Extension to the Cliff Prentiss Bridge.

Remove the step and posts that prevent access to this bridge. 
• Create a handicap parking space near the Duncan Drive Extension ramp

entrance.  

Betzold Property is contiguous with the Jacob’s Pond parcel. An unimproved steep and narrow
path provides difficult access to this property at the end of Beers Avenue. There is no designated
parking area. 

Donovan Property is comprised of more than 150 acres of land at the corners of Circuit,
Pleasant and Forest Streets. A portion of this land has been set aside for public use but has not
been developed at this time. The Conservation Commission developed a Management Plan
that includes the creation of a parking area and several hiking trails. The Management Plan
states that the Conservation Commission will work closely with the Norwell Commission on
Disabilities to ensure that the proposed additions comply  with all applicable laws pertaining to
people with disabilities. 

TRANSITION PLAN SUGGESTION

• The Conservation Commission will apply for funding from the Community
Preservation Committee or other sources to implement the Donovan Farm



Management Plan and will work with the Commission on Disabilities to ensure
that the area set aside for public use will be accessible to people with disabilities

Miller Woods is a 45-acre parcel located off of Forest Street. Access to this land is via an
unpaved parking lot. Unimproved narrow trails extend into the property from the 
parking lot.

Fogg Forest is a 40-acre parcel located near the center of town. There is trail access from Main
Street and Central Street. There is no parking area at the Central Street access but visitors can
park in the grassy field on Main Street. Homestead Farm Drive also provides access but has not
been developed. Trails within this property are well maintained but narrow and unimproved.

Gould Property This parcel is located in the central part of town between Trout Brook Lane
and Hemlock Drive. There is a paved parking area off Trout Brook Lane but access is blocked by
a metal guard rail. Large boulders and an earthen and rock berm block access to an unimproved
trail. The trails within this property have not been maintained and are overgrown and in poor
condition. There is also an undeveloped right-of-way from Hemlock Drive.

Hatch Lots comprise 44 acres in the northern part of town between Grove Street, Prospect
Street and Bowker Street. There is no off-street parking but there is trail access from Edgewood
Park and from Grove Street. There is also an unimproved right-of-way that runs from Grove
Street to Prospect Street that is wide (more than 36”) and well maintained. The trails extending
from the right-of-way are much narrower and also unimproved.

Cuffy Hill is a 47-acre parcel off Mt. Blue Street.  Cuffey Hill, which is leased to the
Massachusetts Audubon Society by The Nature Conservancy, is contiguous with the Black Pond
Reservation. There is no off-street parking at this location but there is a grass parking area on Mt.
Blue Street across from the entrance to Black Pond Reservation. A chain blocks vehicle access to
the parking lot. Access to the Cuffey Hill property is on Mt. Blue Street via an unimproved trail.

Clark Woods is a 27-acre parcel located on Wildcat Lane near John Neil Drive. There is no off-
street parking. There is a narrow unimproved trail leading into the site from Wildcat Lane.

Stetson Meadows is a 116-acre parcel located along the North River. Access is from an
ungraded dirt road from the end of Stetson Shrine Lane. The road is in poor condition. There is
a grass parking area at the junction of several walking trails. A large log blocks one trail and a



metal gate blocks another trail. Another narrow unimproved trail leads into the Norwell
Recreation Department property at the paved cul-de-sac at the beginning of the dirt road.

TRANSITION PLAN SUGGESTION

• Make trails more accessible.
• Work with Eagle Scouts and other organizations, such as The Friends of Stetson

Meadows, to make the dirt road, parking lot and trails accessible to people with
disabilities.

CONSERVATION OWNED PROPERTIES WITH NO PUBLIC ACCESS
The following list contains properties that are surrounded by private property and those proper-
ties that have street frontage, but no developed walking trails, parking areas, picnic areas or other
means of access into the property.

Perry H. Osborn Woods – 25 acres of land located off Winter Street
Kings Landing – 23.6 acres located on King’s Landing and along the North River
North River Salt Marsh – 69.3 acres of Salt Marsh along the North River
Bond Land – 17 acres off Old Oaken Bucket Road. Abuts Scituate Conservation

Land
Cooper Lot – 16 acres off Mt. Blue Street
Washington Park Land – 9 acres adjacent to the cemetery
Grove Street Well sites – 4.5 acres adjacent to Water Department Land
Turner Lot – 10 acres off Old Oaken Bucket Road. Borders First Herring Brook
Couch Lot – 34 acres of salt marsh in the Stetson Shrine Lane area
John Lind Lots – 2.6 acres on School Street
Barbuto property – 14 acres off Captain Vinal Way
Dunn property – 11 acres of land recently donated to Conservation Commission off

Cushing Hill Road and South Streets
Larsen property – 5 acres off Old Oaken Bucket Road
Alloca Land – 1 acre on Main Street
Eurle Property – 10 acres of land on Mt. Blue Street
Wildcat Park Access – 1 acre on John Neil Drive
Judges Hill Road Land – 10 acres at the corner of Judges Hill Road and Mt. Blue

Street
Howe property – 15 acres on Bowker Street. Abuts the Hatch lots














































