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HIGHLIGHTED ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The Town of Norwell has accomplished many goals identified in the 2005-2010 Open Space Plan. The at-
tached documents provide more detail and outline progress that has been made since the 2005-2010 Open
Space and Recreation Plan was written. Notable accomplishments include:

• Stetson Meadows (120+ acres on the North River) has been surveyed and will be
recorded as Conservation Land.

• The Norwell Water Dept has partnered with the North and South River Watershed As-
sociation (NSWRA) to educate Norwell citizens on water conservation. A portion of
the Water Department budget supports the work of the Greenscapes MA Coalition, a part
of the Massachusetts Bays Estuary Association, through the North and South Rivers Wa-
tersheds Association. The Coalition has created guidance on mowing, pesticide alter-
natives, fertilizing alternatives, composting, lawn watering, automatic irrigation systems,
planting beds, low maintenance plants, managing stormwater, rain gardens, and urban
gardening. This guidance is placed into water bills and is published in a 20-page refer-
ence guide that is circulated through the Town.

• The Norwell Conservation Commission now has a full time Conservation Agent.
• The Town of Norwell coordinated with the NSRWA to conduct a seminar for the pur-

pose of educating private and non-profit land owners about land protection strategies
and tools. The Conservation Commission is planning to seek CPC funds for future sem-
inars.

• Community Preservation Act contributions have continued at the original funding level
(3%) for the last 5 years.

• Since 2005, Norwell Town Meeting has designated the following 17 Scenic Roads: Cen-
tral Street, First Parish Road, High Street, Old Oaken Bucket Road, Prospect Street,
River Street, Circuit Street, Green Street, Lincoln Street, Pine Street, Pleasant Street,
Mt. Blue Street, Wildcat Lane, Winter Street, Summer Street, Forest Street and Cross
Street. Norwell currently has 23 designated scenic roads in total.

• Norwell Town Meeting approved a Open Space & Recreation Residential Design
(OSRD) Bylaw to promote new development that fits in with Norwell's semi-rural char-
acter. The first OSRD project is currently in the permitting process.

• Community Preservation Act funding was used to improve access to the North River at
the Bridge Street & Chittenden Lane Landings. The Bridge Street Landing was com-
pleted in 2008, and offers a new ramp, a re-graded and resurfaced parking area and drive-
way, two benches that overlook the river, and trash receptacles. The Chittenden Lane

Five Year Action Plan Update
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Landing was completed in 2009, which increased the parking from one space to four,
added a new dock, access to the river, benches, and trash cans, and resurfaced and re-
graded the driveway as well as restored an area of salt marsh with Spartina.

• The Norwell Planning Board appointed a Pathways Committee to design a bike path in
Norwell. This Committee is in the process of designing the trail and has secured fund-
ing to hire engineering services to design a portion of this path.

• 20 new vernal pools were certified with the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species
program between 2005-2009 (see appendices for map and list).

• Five properties totaling 27.68 acres were purchased for the purposes of conservation.

In the following Action Plan, items that do not have updates below them are ongoing goals to be pursued
in 2010-2011.

TOWN OF NORWELL LAND ACQUISITIONS SINCE 2005

STREET BLOCK LOT SALE DATE ACRES

GROVE 3 29 5/1/06 3.68

LINCOLN 39 6 1/1/07 5.5

HAWTHORNE 38 75 4/3/08 4.82

SOUTH 53 45A 1/16/09 7.91

RIVER 77 75 8/25/05 5.77
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SINCE 
CVP # 2005 LOCATION

1285 N On Parcel 23-023, just southeast of CVP 1286, on Jacobs Pond Conservation Area property.

1286 N On Parcel 23-023, just south of CVP 3544, on Jacobs Pond Conservation Area property.

1702 N At northwest corner of South Shore Natural Science Center site.

2057 N West of River Street, north of Tara Drive, on Parcel 70-67.

2506 N Due south of intersection of Cross Street and Old Oaken Bucket Road.

2648 N West of River Street, north of Tara Drive, just east of CVP 2057, on Parcel 70-13.

3208 Y North of Tiffany Road, on Parcel 74-016, halfway between Tiffany Road and Route 3 Southbound.

3396 Y At center of South Shore Natural Science Center site.

3394 Y At southeast corner of South Shore Natural Science Center.

3395 Y At northeast corner of South Shore Natural Science Center Site.

3397 Y At westerly center of South Shore Natural Science Center Site.

3408 Y Along north side of Summer Street, on Parcel 10-009.

3544 Y On Parcel 23-043, south of intersection of Prospect Street and Jacobs Lane, on Jacobs Pond
Conservation Area property.

3545 Y West of Jacobs Pond and south of Jacobs Lakeshore subdivision.

3699 Y Just north of Tiffany Road, on Parcel 74-36, about 200 meters east of Third Herring Brook.

3700 Y Just east of Bowker Street, north of Main Street, on Parcel 40-006.

3701 Y Just east of Bowker Street, north of Main Street, on Parcel 40-005.

3819 Y At intersection of Lincoln St., Grove St., and Norwell Avenue, in small Intermittent Pond.

3970 Y Adjacent to (and south of) #236 Bowker Street, east side of street in small pool, on Parcel 39-033.

4378 Y Southwest of intersection of Common Street and Common Ave.

4379 Y East of River Street, in freshwater marsh directly adjacent to North River tidal estuary marsh, at
15 Blackthorne Lane, Parcel 71-025.

4409 Y On Lots 4 and 5, Birchwood Road subdivision, west of Bowker Street.

4665 Y At southeast corner of South Shore Natural Science Center site.

4666 Y At center-south of South Shore Natural Science Center site.

5256 Y On northeast side of Vinal School property, south of Old Oaken Bucket Road.

5257 Y Across from Parcel 01-029, in Wompatuck State Park, on east side of Prospect Street north of
Grove Street.

NB: Locations of these Certified Vernal Pools on specific parcels have not been verified on site.
These data are not to be used for permitting purposes without field verification.

Sources: MassGIS NHESP Certified Vernal Pools Data Layer, CVP_PT.exe, updated 17 Feb 10.
Norwell Open Space and Recreation Plan, 2005-2010, Estimated and Priority Habitats, Certified
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