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TOWN OF NORWELL  

TOWN BY -LAWS 

RULES AND REGULATIONS  

 

ARTICLE  1-GENERAL PROVISIONS  

 

SECTION 1. The following provisions shall constitute the By-laws of the Town of Norwell, which 

shall be in lieu of all By-laws heretofore in force, except for the Zoning By-Laws. 

 

SECTION 2. These By-Laws shall have no retroactive effect. 

 

SECTION 3. The repeal of a By-Law shall not thereby have the effect of reviving any By-Law 

theretofore repealed. 

                                                                                                                                      

SECTION 4. Unless otherwise provided in these By-Laws, governing instrument or the General Laws, 

any Board, Commission or Committee of the Town may act by a majority. 

 

SECTION 5. Any or all of these By-Laws may be repealed or amended, and other By-Laws may be 

adopted at any Town Meeting, and article or articles for that purpose having been inserted in the 

Warrant for such meeting. 

 

SECTION 6. Any use in these By-Laws of the phrase "by-law'" shall mean the General Laws and 

Statutes of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, as from time to time amended. 

 

SECTION 7. Whenever reference is made to committees in these By-Laws, for the purposes of these 

By-Laws only, the term "committees" shall include boards, commissions, officers and departments. 

 

SECTION 8. The invalidity of any article or section of these By-Laws shall not affect the 

validity of any Article, Section or By-Law otherwise valid, and these By-Laws shall remain in effect as 

amended from time to time, except for those Articles or Section parts thereof which are determined to 

be invalid. 

 

SECTION 9. Every violation of the Norwell By-laws, not otherwise provided for herein or by the 

General Laws or Special Laws of the Commonwealth, shall be punished by a fine of not more than  

ONE HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS* ($150. 00)*, and all penalties recovered from such violations 

shall be paid into the Town Treasury to accrue for such use as the Town shall from time to time direct. 

*(Voted at Annual Town Meeting on May 5, 1994 to change amount of the fine from $50.00 to 

$150.00) 

 

 

ARTICLE II - TOWN SEAL  

 

SECTION 1. The Town Seal shall be circular in shape and of a design as imprinted herein.  This 

device shall be considered the Town Seal of the Town of Norwell, effective whenever used as 

required. 
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 ARTICLE III - ACTS OF THE L EGISLATURE  

ACCEPTED BY THE TOWN  

 

SECTION 1.  The Town Clerk shall file, with this Article III, a current list of all Acts of the 

Legislature accepted by the Town. 

 

Permissive Legislation                             Acceptance of General Laws 

 

Accounting G.L. Chapter 516, Acts of 1922; Accounting 

 system rejected; March 12, 1923. 

 

Aid to Agriculture G.L. Chapter 273, Acts of 1918; Plymouth 

 County Trustees for County Aid to Agriculture. 

 

 G.L. Chapter 273, Acts of 1908; Plymouth 

 County Aid to Agriculture. 

 

 G.L. Chapter 128, Sections 41 and 45;  March 

 12,1956. 

 

Affordable Housing Trust Fund G.L. Chapter 44, Section 55C to establish a Norwell 

Affordable Housing Trust ï ATM 5/15/2007, Article 

42 

 

American Legion G.L. Chapter 40, Section 9; Zoning By-Law 

Headquarters change; submission to Attorney General,  March 1, 

1954. 

 

Animal Control G.L. Chapter 140, Section 147A as amended by

 Chapter 308 of the Acts of 1985. 

  

Assessment G.L. Chapter 58; Sections 7A to 7E; Outside 

 valuation consultants; March 9, 1959. 

 

Assessors, Board of         G.L. Chapter 59, Section 5, ATM, May 8, 1997 

           Article 31 - Allows Maximum qualifying gross 

           receipts amount found in Clause 41A to be $40,000.

           (Deferment of property tax payments for Senior 

           Citizens who qualify.) 

    

Beano G.L. Chapter 486, Acts of 1971; Ballot of 1975 

 

Betterments G.L. Chapter 80; September 12, 1955. 

 

 G.L. Chapter 99, Acts of l966; March l4, l967. 

 

Board of Appeals G.L. Chapter 674, Acts of 1953; to establish 

 Board of Appeals; March 1, 1954. 

 

Bonds G.L. Chapter 5, Acts of 1943; post-war 

 rehabilitation funds. 

 

 G.L. Chapter 91, Sections 29 and 11; 

 Massachusetts Department of Public Works 

 for work performed on Tidal Rivers; April 24, 1961. 
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Permissive Legislation Acceptance of General Laws 

 

Census G.L. Chapter 9, Section 7; March 1, 1954. 

 

Charter Home Rule Charter Adopted; Ballot, March 17, 

 1973. 

 

Civil Service Chapter 31, Section 48; Police Chief and 

 Regular or Permanent; March 7, 1959. (Police 

 Chief exempted from prov. of Ch. 31, Civil 

 Service, voted 5/11/92 Town Meeting, and 

 approved by State Legislature 5/21/93) 

 

Commission on Disabilities G.L. Chapter 40, Section 8J; establishment of 

  Commission on Disabilities.  Article 32, 4/27/87 

 

Compensation G.L. Chapter 41, Section 100; March 9, 1953 &  

 other yrs, Section 108A, 108C. 

 

Conservation G.L. Chapter 40, Section 8C, established Commission

 Commission;Chapter 40, Section 5, Clause 5l, 

 money appropriated; March 7, 1961. 

 

Development & G.L. Chapter 40, Section 8A; voted September 

Industrial Commission 21, 1959. 

 

Division Fences G.L. Chapter 49, Sections 3 and 8. 

 

District Attorney G.L. Chapter 495, Act of 1922: District Attorney 

 shall be a lawyer. 

 

Eight-hour Day G.L. Chapter 494, Acts of 1911.  Eight-hour 

 day, March 2, 1914. 

 

Elections G.L. Chapter 54, Section 103A; Chapter 152 

(absentee voting) of Acts of  1939. Voted March 4, 1940 

 

Elections G.L. Chapter 54, Section 16A; vacancies (election 

officials) appointed by Town Clerk; March 11, 1969. 

 

Elections G.L. Chapter 39, Section 23;  held within 

(town elections) seven days before or after annual Town Meeting; 

 March 14, l972. 

Elections 

(Annual Town and Special) Voted ATM 4/25/95, Polling Hour change 

  

Emergency Telecommunications See "911"  - Effective October, 1996 

 

Enhanced  911 Ch. 291 Acts of 1990 ï Art. 11  May, 1991 

  

Estimated Receipts G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53E. Voted March 

 11,,1985; Art. 27, 3/11/85; Art. 11, 4/29/91,  

 Bd of Health 

 

Excise Tax Chapter 597, Section 1 of the Acts of 1982 

 amending G.L.Chapter 60A, Section 1, fifth  
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Permissive Legislation Acceptance of General Laws 

 

 paragraph; excise tax exemption on motor 

 vehicle owned by former Prisoner of 

Excise Tax War,  April 3, 1984. 

 

Fire Department G.L. Chapter 48, Sections 42, 43, 44; 

 establishment of Fire Department; March 16, 1973. 

 

 Fire Department ATM, May 6, 1997 - Article 26, $106,000 

 for Architectural and Engineering Services 

 for plans and specs for new Fire Station 

  

Finance, Municipal G.L. Chapter 278, Acts of 1922; Chapter 44 of 

 General Laws. 

 

 G.L. Chapter 44, Section 17; 1949 and other 

 years.  Borrowing in anticipation of Revenue, 

 Chapter 44, Section 4. 

 

Forest Fire Patrol G.L. Chapter 688, Acts of 1941. 

 

Forest (town forest) G.L. Chapter 45, Sections 19, 20; 1924. 

  

Health, Board of G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53E-1/2 - ATM, 5/8/97 

 Article 32 - Revolving Fund for 

 Recycling/Composting Program  

 

Highways G.L. Chapter 155, Acts of 1918; construction on 

 Central Street, from Commonwealth of 

 Massachusetts, County of  Plymouth, Acts of 1918. 

 

 G.L. Chapter 81, Section 26. 

 

Highway Program G.L. Chapter 718, Acts of 1956; Chapter 90 

 work; March 4, 1957. 

 

Highway Repairs G.L. Chapter 81, Sections 26-29 as amended by 

 Chapter 442, Acts of 1943; March 6, 1944. 

 

Historical Commission G.L. Chapter 40, Section 8D; establish Historical 

 Commission for Norwell; October 25, 1972. 

 

Ice & Snow G.L. Chapter 40, Section 6C; removal of ice & 

 snow; March 7, 1953. 

 

Indemnification G.L. Chapter 41; Section 100; police officers, 

 firemen, etc. March 7, 1960. 

 

 G.L. Chapter 258, Section 13; Municipal 

 Officers; March 22,1980 ballot. 

 

Inspector of Buildings G.L. Chapter 143, Section 3Z ï STM 5/4/98 

 Re employment of part-time Insp. of Bldgs  
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Permissive Legislation Acceptance of General Laws 

 

Insurance, Group G.L. Chapter 32B, Section 10; ballot of March 

 11,1961, Section 9A; ballot of March 14, 1970;  

 Section 11E, Selectmen's vote April 18. 1972; 9F, 

 Selectmen's vote January 29. 1974. 

 

Library Trustees Retirement G. L. 32, Section 4 (o ½) ATM 5/14/2001 

 

Licenses, Sunday G.L. Chapter 136, Sections 7 and 8; sale of ice 

 cream and soft drinks; March 1925. 

 

Liens, Real Estate G.L. Chapter 40, Sections 42A-42F; water 

 rates to be liens, March 5, 1951. 

 

Mapping Commission G.L.Chapter 40, Section 8K voted  

 ATM 4/25/95 -Article 22 

 

Meetings, Open G.L. Chapter 626, Acts of 1958; public boards and 

commissions, meetings open to Public; effective 

January 5, 1959. 

 

ñMullin Ruleò G.L. Chapter 39, Section 23D, ATM 5/15/2007, Art. 

7 ï to allow regulatory board members to miss one 

meeting of a public hearing and still vote on the 

matteré. 

 

Municipal Lien Certificates Article 38, ATM 5/9/2006:  accept the provisions of  

 MGL, Ch 40, Section 22F (raise fee from $25 to $50) 

 

Municipal Waterways Improvement G.L. Chapter 60B, Sec. 2, ss (i), May 3, 1994, ATM, 

and Maintenance Fund         to Receive Revenue Sums received to be credited 

      under Chapter 40, Section 5, Clause 72, May 3, 1994 

 

Mosquito Control G.L. Chapter 112, Acts of 1931; March 16, 

 1931. 

 

Nomination Papers G.L. Chapter 53, Section 9A; local elections-

 regulations;  March 11, 1968. 

 

911 (Emergency Telecommunications) G. L. Chapter 291, Acts of 1990, Art. 16, 

 4/29/91 - Effective in Norwell, Oct., 1996 

 

Nudity or  Partial Nudity G.L. Chapter 138, 12B, Voted April 26, 1983. 

 

Nuisances G.L. Chapter 139, Sections 1,2,3; burnt or (buildings)

 dangerous buildings, March 7, 1960. 

 

Oxygen G.L. Chapter 337; Annual March 7, 1949. 

(Breathing Masks) 

 

Other Post Employment Benefits 

(OPEB) G.L. Chapter 479, Acts of  2008, Annual, June 9, 

2009 
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Parking Clerk G.L. Chapter 90, Section 20A1/2, Chap. 605, 

 Acts of 1981, voted March 9, 1982. 

   

Parking Regulations G.L. Chapter 90, Section 20C, voted March 20, 

 1980. 

Permissive Legislation Acceptance of General Laws 

 

Payroll G.L. Chapter 586, Acts of 1975; employees 

 payroll savings plan; March 11, 1976. 

 

Pensions G.L. Chapter 503 of 1912; pensioning laborers; 

 November 5, 1912. 

 

Pensions G.L. Chapter 588, Acts of 1948; increase in 

 amounts of pensions payable to certain former 

 retired public employees; March 7, 1949. 

 

 G.L. Chapter 624; Acts of 1952; increasing 

 pensions; March 1, 1954. 

 

Personal  Property Tax Exemption G.L. Chapter 59, Section 5, subsection 54, 

 as enacted by Chapter 159, Section 488 of the Acts 

 of  2000 to establish a minimum fair cash value of 

 $10,000.00 ï ATM 5/14/2001 

 

Personal Real Estate Tax Exemption G. L. 59, Section 5, subsections (17E and 41D), to 

 Increase the income and asset limits that apply to 

Surviving spouses, surviving minors, or elderly 

personséATM  5/14/2001 

 

Property Tax ï Deferral G.L. Chapter 59, Section 5L ï ATM 5/15/2007, Art. 

46 ï deferral of property taxes for members of 

National Guard or Reservists while that member is on 

active duty outside of commonwealth ééé. 

 

Personnel Board G.L. Chapter 41; Sections 108A, 108C; 

 Personnel Board established; March 11, 1969. 

 

Planning Board G.L. Chapter 41; Sections 81A-81Y; established

 Planning Board; February 9, 1953. 

 

Plans and Records G.L. Chapter 83, Section 2; drains and common 

 sewers, repair and assessment; 1861. 

 

Police Department G.L. Chapter 41, Section 97; Police Department 

 established under direction of Selectmen; September 

 12, 1955. 

 

Police Department G.L. Chapter 31, Section 48; Civil Service; 

 March 7, 1959 election.  (Police Chief exempted 

 from Ch. 31, Civil Service, voted May 11,1992) 

 Town Meeting and approved by State Legislature on 

 5/21/93. 

 

 G.L. Chapter 40, Section 6B, uniform allowance 

 under supervision of Police Chief; March 14, 1966. 
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 G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53C; off-duty work 

 detail payments;  March 14, 1972. 

 

 

Permissive Legislation Acceptance of General Laws 

 

 G.L. Chapter 40. Section 58; Chapter 626 of the 

 Acts of 1987, establishing "Municipal Charges 

 Lien" for Police Detail charges. 

 

 G.L. Chapter 41, Section 108L - Career Incentive 

 Program (ñQuinn Billò) Art. 39, ATM, 5/8/97 

 

Police Mutual Aid G.L. Chapter 40, Section 8G, voted March 20, 

Agreements 1980. 

 

Prisoner of War-Exemption See Excise Tax 

 

Prohibition G.L.Chapter 427, Acts of 1922. 

 

Railroad G.L. Chapter 610, Acts of 1912; Old Colony 

 Railroad; June 15, 1912. 

 

 Real Estate G.L. Chapter 59, Section 38; Chapter 576, 

 Acts of 1978; certain improvements classified as 

 maintenance; March 13, 1979. 

 

 G.L. Chapter 59, Section 5 as amended 

Real Estate Chapter 743, Acts of 1981, voted March 9, 

 1982. 

 

G.L. Chapter 59, Section 5 clause 37A; $500.00 

exemption from real estate taxes due on property  

owned separately or jointly by legally blind   

 occupant who is a Massachusetts resident.  April 3, 

 1984. 

 

Real Estate Chapter 653, Section 5, clause 41B of the Acts of 

 1982, amending G.L. Chapter 59, Section 5; real 

 estate exemptions for persons 70 years of age or 

 older and changes in allowed value limits of real 

 property, personal property, gross receipts.  April 3, 

 1984. 

 

Real Estate G.L. Chapter 59, Section 5, clause 17D. Eff  

 7/1/87. 

  

 G.L. Chapter 59, Section 5, clause 41C. Eff. 

 7/1/87 

 

 G.L. 59, Section 57C, Eff. FY'94, Collection of 

 Property.Taxes on quarterly basis, May 12,  

 1992. 

 

Real Estate G.L. 59, Section 5, subsections 17E and 41D 
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 Increase income and asset limits ïATM 5/14/01 

 ST, Art. 8:  Ch, 59, Section 5, Clause 41D: 

Increase amount of exemption to $1,000.00 for 

FY03 ï (See ATM Article 19, 5/10/2004)  

  

Permissive Legislation Acceptance of General Laws 

 

Recreation G.L. Chapter 169, Acts of 1956; county 

 expenditures; November 6, 1956. 

 

Recreation Commission G.L. Chapter 45, Section 14; established  Recreation 

Commission; September 12, 1955. 

 

Recreation Land Act of the General Court; recreation purposes; 

(Indemnify the Lessor) March 18, 1957 

 

  

Regional Refuse Disposal Planning Comm. G.L. Chapter 40, Section 44A ï creation of 

 Reg. Refuse Disposal Committee consisting 

 of 3 persons apptôd by Moderator ATM 5/6/1991  

  

Regional School District Chapter 188, Section 13, Acts of 1985; professional     development 

grant; Chapter 71, Section 40, amended by Chapter 188, Acts of 1985; 

Sec.16, increase teachers salaries November 4, 1985. 

 

Retirees G.L. Chapter 32B, Section 18, ATM 5/14/2007, Art.  

8 ï Requires Retirees to switch to Medicare for health 

insurance. 

 

Retirement G.L. Chapter 32, Sections 1-28; Chapter 166, 

 Acts of 1946; contributory retirement system 

 for town employees; November 6, 1946 

 

Revised Laws Chapter 591, Acts of 1920; amended by Section 8. 

 Revolving Fund,   Chapter 71, Section 71E, voted March 9, 1981 

(Adult Education) 

 

Revolving Fund, G. L. Chapter 44, Section 53E ï estbalish Revolv. 

(Board of Health) Fund for Board of Health ï Art. 11, ATM 5/1991 

  

Revolving Fund, Art. 32 - (Recycling/Composting Program) ï 

(Board of Health) G. L. Chapter 44, Section 53E-1/2 ïATM,  

 Article 32, 5/8/97  

  

Revolving Fund, G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53D, voted June 1, 

(Recreation Services) 1981. 

 

Revolving Fund, (School Dept.) G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53E-1/2 ï for fees and making disbursements   

in connection with Student Transportation ï ATM, Art. 32, 5/13/02,  

STM 11/18/02, Art. 3; ATM 5/12/2003 Art. 10 continue (Re-

authorize) up to $100,000 for FY 2004  

 

Salaries Acts 1918; Section 95; salary, etc elected 

 officer.  G.L. Chapter 25, Section 95, revised 

 laws; amended by Chapter 591, Section 8, Acts of 

 1920. 



11 

 

Salary & Compensation G.L. Chapter 41, Section 108; elected officers; 

 March 2, 1942. 

 

 

Permissive Legislation Acceptance of General 

 

Saturday, Half Holiday G.L. Chapter 688, Acts of 1914; November 3, 

 1914. 

 

Scenic Roads G.L. Chapter 40, Section 15C 

 Bowker St. and Norwell Ave. voted 3/15/76 

 Stetson Shrine Lane, Stetson Road, Tiffany Road, 

 and Jacob's Lane voted 3/20/80; ATM 5/24/2005:   

 First Parish Road, High St., Old Oaken Bucket 

 Road, Central St.,  Prospect St, & River St. 

 

ATM 5/9/06, Art. 30:  Wildcat Ln., Green St., 

Pleasant St., Mount Blue St., Winter St., Lincoln 

St., Pine St., and Circuit St. 

 

ATM 5/12/2008,  Art. 36;  Cross St., Forest St. and 

Summer St. 

 

Schools G.L. Chapter 311, Acts of 1919.  Continuation  of 

 schools; November 4, 1919. 

 

 G.L Chapter 104, Acts of 1948.  "An act  authorizing 

the Town of Norwell to borrow money for school 

 

 purposes;" March 7, 1949;  Chapter 71, public use of 

school property. 

 

 G.L. Chapter 71, Section 14; Regional School 

 District Planning Committee; November 8, 1954. 

 

Schools School  Construction;  January 27, 1958. 

 G.L. Chapter 645, Acts of 1948. 

 

Schools (Addition to elementary school; also Ridge Hill 

 School).    Grace Farrar Cole.   School. Sept. 12, 

 1955.  Chapter 44 (Municipal Finance) Chapter 645 

 of Acts of 1948. 

 

Schools G.L. Chapter 44, 53E-1/2  ATM 5/13/02 

 Revolving Fund for Student Transportation 

 

Schools G.L.Chapter 71, Sections 16-161; Regional 

 Vocational High School; March 6, 1960. 

 

Schools Chapter 71, Section 40 as amended by Chapter 

 188, Section16, Acts of 1985. Establishes  

  minimum teachers' salaries.Voted November 4, 

 1985. 

 

Schools Chapter 188, Section 13, Acts of 1985. 
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 Professional development grant.  Voted 

 November 4, 1985.  

 

 Senior Citizens  Property Tax Work Off Program 

 MGL Chapter 127, Section 59, Acts of 

 1999 (Adding MGL Ch. 59, Section 5K) 

 Voted at Atm 5/5/97 and 5/15/2000  (Articles 

 28 and 12 Respectively); STM, 11/18/02 Raise 

Permissive Legislation Acceptance of General Laws 

 

abatement amount from $500 to $750 for FY04-

(See Article 19, ATM May 10, 2004)  

 

Slaughtering G.L. Chapter 94, voted provisions of Section 

 120; March 1921. 

 

 Section 120, as amended by Section 3 of Chapter 

332, Acts of 1943; voted to accept 120A (inserted by 

Chapter 496 of Acts of 1924 and amended by Section 

4 of Chapter 332, Acts of 1943).  March 4, 1946. 

 

Smoke Detectors G.L. Chapter 148, Section 26E (requiring 

 installation of smoke detectors in residential                      

 buildings).  Effective within one year from  

 

 November 23, 1987. (Revised ATM 5/11/92 & 

 4/94) 

 

Soil Removal G.L.Chapter 40, Section 21 as amended by 

 Chapter 98, Acts of 1949; March 20, 1950. 

 (Town By-Law) 

 

South Scituate G.L. Chapter 64, Acts of 1888; annexing South 

 Scituate; chose name of Norwell, March 5, 

 1888. 

 

South Shore Recycling Co-op G. L. Chapter 194, Section 419,  Acts of 1998;  

Voted at  STM 1/25/99 

 

Sprinkler Systems G.L. Chapter 148, Section 26G; automatic 

 sprinkler systems, non-residential buildings or 

 additions more than 7500 gross square feet. 

 May 6, 1989. 

 

Sprinkler Systems G.L. Chapter 148, Section 26(I) voted 5/24/99 ATM 

 Automatic Sprinkler System for 4 Units or more 

 

Stabilization Fund G.L. Chapter 40, Section 5B; March 7, 1960. 

 

Subdivision Security Chapter 245, Acts of 1988, Article 39, 

 April 29, 1991 

 

Sunday Sports (If no admission.)  G.L. Chapter 136, Sections 21- 28; 

March 3, 1924. 

 

Suing G.L. Chapter 368, Acts of 1921. 
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TB Hospital Provisions of Chapter 111, General Laws; 

 Town pays shareof  Plymouth County TB `

 Hospital. 

 

Towing G.L. Chapter 40, Section 22D: voted March 14, 

 1962.  REVOKED acceptance of Chapter  40, 

 Section 22D; June 20, 1968. 

Permissive Legislation Acceptance of General Laws 

 

Town By-Law G.L. Chapter 40, Section 21 as amended by 

 Chapter 98, Acts of 1949; Soil removal;  March 20, 

 1950. 

 

Town Clerk STM, Art. 6, 12/1/2003, accepted the provisions of 

MGL Chapter 41, Section 19K, relative to the 

Compensation of the Town Clerk when Town Clerk 

became Certified MA Municipal Clerk. 

    

Treasurer/Tax Collector G.L. Chapter 40, Section 57,  (Withholding 

 licenses or permits until back taxes paid, ATM 

 5/5/94) 

  

 Chapter 41, Section 41B - Payment of Public 

 Employees by Direct Bank Credits, STM 5/5/97 

 

Treasurer/Collector Accept provisions of MGL Ch 41, section 108P 

Relative to  certification/compensation of the 

Treasurer/Collector ATM Art. 39, 5/30/2006 

  

 

Town Collector G.L. Chapter 41, Section 38A as amended by 

 Chapter 197, Acts of 1948; March 7, 1949. 

 

Town Meeting G.L. Chapter 284, Acts of 1915 as amended by 

 Chapter 59, Acts of 1916; business first and in the 

 evening; April 23, 1919. 

  

Town Meeting G.L. Ch. 39, Section 15 - Moderator can declare 2/3 

vote by statute unless immediately challenged by 

seven or more voters.  Voted at STM 1/21/1999  

 

Trapping G.L. Chapter 131, Section 105A repealed; 

 Sections 105B, 105C, 114A added; State 

 election ballot, November 6, 1934. 

 

Union Bridge G.L. Chapter 424, Acts of 1922. 

 

Union Bridge G.L. Chapter 658; Sections 1-8; subject to 

 provisions of  Chapter 91. 

 

Union Bridge G.L. Chapter 797, Acts of 1960; extension of

 completion time from 1961 to 1963. 

 

Union High School Union High School District established by 

 vote, March 8, 1920. 
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Vacation G.L. Chapter 217, Acts of 1914; Laborer's 

 vacations; November 3, 1914. 

 

 G.L. Chapter 44, Section 65, as inserted by 

 Chapter 635, Acts of 1945; vacation pay  advances. 

 

 

Permissive Legislation Acceptance of General Laws 

 

 March 9, 1959; employees other than school 

 committee and board of public welfare. 

 

Visiting Nurse Catherine Roe appointed August 1, 1924. 

 

 Voting G.L. Chapter 790, Acts of 1914; party  

 enrollment, November 3, 1914.   

 

 Chapter 152, Acts of 1939; Chapter 54, Section 

 103A;  Absentee voting ; March 4, 1940. 

 

Voting ATM 4/25/95 voted to amend Polling Hours 

 Specified by Bd of Selectmen (for Annual and 

 Special Town Elections only) 

 

Workmen's Compensation G.L. Chapter 807, Acts of 1913; March 2, 

 1914. 

 

 G.L. Chapter 152, Section 69; coverage extended to 

 certain municipal officers; March 11, 1968. 

 

Workmenôs Compensation G.L. Chapter 40, Section 13C ï STM 5/4/98 

 To establish reserves to pay Workmenôs Comp. 

  claims as self-insurer  

 

Water  G.L. Chapter 149, Section 1-10, Acts of 1931 

 March 4, 1946; voted to ratify action of special 

 committee appointed to look into water question. 

  

Water G.L. Chapter 496, Acts of 1947; authorizing 

 Norwell to supply itself and its inhabitants 

 with water; December 15, 1947. 

 

Work Clothes G.L. Chapter 40, Section 6J; stormy weather 

 work clothes and other work attire for employees; 

 June 20,1968. 

 

Zoning G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 8, Zoning 

 ordinances;March 11, 1968. 

 

Zoning G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 20, Appeals for 

 variance; March 11, 1968. 

 

Zoning Board G.L. Chapter 40, Section 27; March 20, 1950. 
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Zoning By-Laws G.L. Chapter 808, Acts of 1975; March 16, 

 1978. 
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ARTICLE IV - TOWN MEETINGS  

 

SECTION 1.  A copy of the Warrant for all Town Meetings shall be posted in five or more places in 

the Town at least seven days prior to the Annual Town Meeting or fourteen days prior to a Special 

Town Meeting, and a notice under the seal of the Town shall be published in a newspaper circulated in 

the Town at least seven days prior to an Annual Town Meeting and fourteen days prior to a Special 

Town Meeting, but it shall be sufficient notice if the newspaper states only that a meeting is to be held 

giving the place, date and hour. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Selectmen shall prepare a report setting forth the Articles of the Warrant, together 

with the recommendations of the Advisory Board, copies of which either shall be mailed to all 

registered voters, or they shall cause to have a copy left at each dwelling house or apartment, at least 

seven days before the meeting. 

 

SECTION 3.  The Annual Town Meeting shall be held at 7:30 P.M. on the second Monday in May, 

or as deemed necessary by the Board of Selectmen, of each year, and Special Town Meetings may 

be held at such time as the Selectmen may order.  At least seven  (7) days before the Annual Town 

Meeting, a published complete Annual Report of all Town Officers, Boards, Committees, 

Departments, Town Meetings, Elections, Births, Deaths and Marriages shall be made available to all 

residents and citizens of the Town at the following locations: Town Clerk's Office, Town Library, 

Norwell Housing Authority Common Room and such other places designated by the Board of 

Selectmen.    (ATM, Article 8, 5/14/2001) 

 

SECTION 4.  No quorum shall be required for a Town Meeting.  (Voted at ATM  5/12/92) 

 

SECTION 5.  All Town Meeting  votes, except those containing authorization for a borrowing in 

excess of $200,000.00 and requiring more than a majority vote, or otherwise provided for by law, shall 

first be taken by a voice vote.  If the Moderator is in doubt, or if seven voters immediately question the 

vote, the Moderator shall call for a standing vote taken by sworn tellers.  In the case of a motion 

authorizing a borrowing in excess of $200,000.00 and requiring more than a majority vote, a secret 

ballot shall be used in all instances.   

 

SECTION 6.  Articles of the Warrant shall be acted upon in the order in which they appear unless 

otherwise determined by vote of the Meeting. 

 

SECTION 7.  A motion and all Amendments thereto shall, if required by the Moderator, be reduced to 

writing before being submitted to the Meeting. 

 

SECTION 8.  The duties of the Moderator and the government of the Town Meeting, not provided for 

by law or By-Laws, shall be determined by the rules of practice contained in "Roberts Rules of Order" 

as far as they are adapted to the conditions and powers of the Town of Norwell.   

 

SECTION 9:    A meeting shall be held on the second Saturday in March and shall be conducted as 

prescribed by law, with polling hours set by the Board of Selectmen before each Annual Town 

Election and/or Special Town Election, for the determination of such matters as shall properly be 

placed on the official ballot and for the election of Town Officers, in accordance with and as required 

by law and these Bylaws, as follows:  (Amended at ATM 5/25/95 and 5/13/2002 ATM)  

 

 Selectmen 

 Assessors 

 Board of Health 

 Highway Surveyor/Director 

 Housing Authority 

 Moderator 

 Planning Board 
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 School Committee 

 Town Clerk 

 Trustees of the Norwell Public Library 

 Board of Water Commissioners   

 

SECTION 10:  On matters requiring a two-thirds (2/3) vote by statute a count need not be taken unless 

the vote so declared is immediately challenged by seven (7) or more voters as provided in 

Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 39, Section 15.  (Voted at STM 1/21/1999) 

 

ARTICLE V - ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS  

 

SELECTMEN  

 

SECTION 1.  The Board of Selectmen shall consist of three members, one elected every year for a 

term of three years. 

 

SECTION 2.   The Selectmen shall have general direction and management of the property and affairs 

of the Town in all matters not otherwise provided for by law and these By-Laws. 

 

SECTION 3.  The selectmen may appear, either personally or by counsel, before any legislative 

committee, board or commission to protect the interest of the Town, but are not authorized by this By-

Law to commit the Town to any course of action. 

 

SECTION 4.  Whenever it shall be necessary to execute any deed, or other instrument required to 

carry into effect any vote of the Town, the same shall be executed by the Selectmen or a majority of 

them, in the name and in behalf of the Town, properly sealed and subscribed by a majority of them, 

unless otherwise provided in any special case. 

 

SECTION 5.  The Selectmen shall compile and cause to have printed the Annual Report of all Town 

Officers, Boards, Committees, Departments, Elections and Vital Statistics, to be made available to all 

residents and citizens of the Town at the following locations: Town Clerk's Office, Town Library, 

Norwell Housing Authority Common Room and such other places designated by the Board of 

Selectmen, at least seven days before the Annual Town Meeting, but failure to do so shall not 

invalidate the Meeting. 

 

SECTION 6.  The Selectmen shall notify the Town Clerk promptly of any appointments made by them 

to any Town Office, Board, Committee or otherwise, giving the name and addresses of any person or 

persons so appointed, the office to which appointed or the business upon which the person or persons 

so appointed are to act. 

 

SECTION 7.  The Selectmen in their discretion may, or upon the written request therefore, signed by 

50 voters, shall conduct a forum at least seven days prior to any Regular or Special Town Meeting for 

the purpose of discussing the Articles in the Warrant for such Meeting. 

 

 

ASSESSORS 

 

SECTION 1.  The Board of Assessors shall consist of three members, one elected each year for a term 

of three years. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Assessors shall deliver the tax list and Warrant for collection to the Town 

Collector.  Additional warrants shall be issued to the Collector for all taxes assessed or reassessed 

which are not covered by the original warrant. 
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SECTION 3.  The Assessors shall keep the record of all tax abatements required by law.  Each month 

the Assessors shall notify the Town Collector and Town Accountant in writing the amount of taxes 

abated in the preceding month, stating separately the amount abated  from each tax levy. 

 

 

BOARD OF HEALTH  

 

 

SECTION 1.  The Board of Health shall consist of three members, one elected each year for  

a term of three years. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Board of Health is to perform all the duties required by Law and may make any 

lawful regulations beneficial to the health of the Town and for the permanent elimination of any 

offensive stench obnoxious to the users of public ways or residents of the Town.  Such regulations are 

to be posted in five public places and published in one or more newspapers published in the County of 

Plymouth and circulating in the Town of Norwell. 

 

SECTION 3.  Except as otherwise provided for by law, the Board of Health upon request of any 

complainant shall notify any person or persons responsible for any conditions claimed to be obnoxious 

that complaint has been made.  If after thirty days the condition is still claimed to be offensive, the 

Board of Health shall investigate and take whatever lawful action it may deem advisable. 

 

SECTION 4.  The Board of Health shall forbid all commercial slaughtering, the storage of all decayed 

animal matter and the disposal of all refuse subject to offensive decay in any location injurious to the 

health of the Town, obnoxious to residents of the Town or unsightly as seen from any existing 

dwelling house or public way in the Town. 

 

 

 

HI GHWAY SURVEYOR/DIRECTOR  

 

SECTION 1.  The Highway Surveyor/Director is elected for a three year term.  Said Highway 

Surveyor/Director shall perform and discharge all of the duties of the Highway Surveyor and all of the 

duties of Director of Lands and Natural Resources set forth in Section 69 G of Chapter 41 of the 

Massachusetts General Laws. 

 

MODERATOR  

 

SECTION 1.  The Moderator's term of office shall be one year. 

 

HOUSING AUTHORITY  

 

A Housing Authority consisting of five members:  four elected for three year overlapping terms, and 

one appointed in accordance with the General Laws. 

 

PLANNING BOARD  

 

SECTION 1.  The Planning Board shall consist of five members, one elected each year for a term of 

three years, and shall perform all duties which are required by law. 

 

SECTION 2.  It shall be the duty of the Board to consider and advise upon municipal improvements in 

regard to which advice of the Board, at any time, may be asked by any official or officials of the 

Town.  The Board may, upon its own initiative, make to any official or officials of the Town such 

recommendations in regard to municipal improvements as the Board may from time to time think 

proper or expedient. 
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SECTION 3.  The Planning Board may make such rules and regulations as they may deem advisable, 

not inconsistent with the By-Laws of the Town or the General Laws and all statutes of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE  

 

SECTION 1.  The School Committee shall consist of five members, two elected one year, two elected 

the following year and one elected the third year, all for a term of three years. 

 

SECTION 2.  The School Committee may make such rules and regulations governing the operation of 

the Public Schools as they may deem advisable not inconsistent with the By-Laws of the Town or the 

General Laws and all statutes of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

 

TOWN CLERK  

 

SECTION 1.  The Town Clerk's term of office shall be three years. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Town Clerk shall have custody of the Town Seal. 

 

SECTION 3.  The Town Clerk shall perform the duties which are required by Law, recording and 

filing all agreements and other papers and documents affecting the interest of the Town. 

 

SECTION 4.  As soon as may be, the Town Clerk shall transmit to the Selectmen, to the Town 

Treasurer, to the Town Accountant, and to the Assessors, certified copies of all votes appropriating 

money or authorizing the expenditure of money or otherwise affecting the finances of the Town, and 

within the same period the Town Clerk shall transmit to all other Town Officers or committees a 

certified copy of any vote of the Town affecting their respective powers or duties. 

 

SECTION 5.  It shall be the duty of the Town Clerk to notify the Selectmen or other appointing 

authority monthly of any unfilled committee, board or department appointments. 

 

SECTION 6.  The Town Clerk shall record, file for publication and maintain a current list of all acts 

of the Legislature accepted by the Town. 

 

SECTION 7.  The Town Clerk shall record, file for publication and make all revisions necessitated by 

any changes in, or additions to, the By-Laws voted in any Town Meeting or otherwise affecting them 

and, in addition, shall have available for citizens of the Town copies of these By-Laws including all 

revisions. 

 

SECTION 8.  The Town Clerk shall pay fees received by her by virtue of her office into the Town 

Treasury. 

 

TRUSTEES OF NORWELL PUBLIC LIBRARY  

 

SECTION 1.  There shall be six trustees of the Norwell Public Library, with two elected each year for 

a term of three years.  The first Board of Trustees shall be constituted as follows:  The two members of 

the present Board of Trustees of the William J. Leonard Memorial Library whose terms expire in 1974 

and 1975 shall be members of the Board of Trustees for the Norwell Public Library and shall continue 

as such Trustees until the expiration of their present terms in 1974 and 1975; four other members shall 

be elected at the 1973 Annual Town Election, with one to serve for a one year term, one to serve for a 

two year term and two to serve for a three year term.  Thereafter as terms expire trustees shall be 

elected for a term of three years.    

 

SECTION 2.  All public library facilities in the Town of Norwell, including the William J. Leonard 

Memorial Library, shall be under the supervision and control of the Trustees of the Norwell Public 
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Library.  The Trustees shall annually choose a chairman and a secretary.  The Town Treasurer shall 

act as treasurer of the Board of Trustees. 

 

SECTION 3.  The Trustees of the Norwell Public Library may adopt such rules and regulations 

governing the use of the public library facilities as they may deem advisable.  A copy of such rules and 

regulations and all amendments and revisions thereof shall be filed with the Town Clerk before they 

become effective. 

 

WATER COMMISS IONERS 

 

SECTION 1.  The Water Department shall be under the supervision of Water Commissioners of which 

there shall be three, one elected each year for a term of three years. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Water Commissioners shall have such duties and powers as are provided by Law 

and these By-Laws. 

 

SECTION 3.  The Water Commissioners may appoint one or more Registrars, who shall, as directed 

by the Commissioners, take and tabulate a census of water services connected to the Town water 

system, read and record all service meters at such intervals as the Commissioners may direct, and 

perform any other duties required by the Commissioners. 

 

SECTION 4.  The Water Commissioners shall, at such regular intervals in each year as they may 

determine, transmit the assessments for water rates to the Town Collector, who shall collect the same, 

turn the proceeds thereof over to the Town Treasurer, and transmit statements thereof to the Town 

Accountant. 

 

SECTION 5.  A charge of two dollars or such other larger sum as the Water Commissioners from time 

to time may determine shall be made whenever the Water Commissioners, or their representatives, at 

the request of the water taker, turn on or shut off the water in any service pipe.  

 

SECTION 6.  No tap for service shall be made unless approved by the Water Commissioners, who 

may require the payment of a suitable fee for the same. 

 

SECTION 7.  No alteration shall be made in any of the pipes or fixtures installed by the Town except 

by persons authorized by the Water Commissioners who shall also be allowed to enter the premises, 

examine the fixtures, read the meters and ascertain if there is any unnecessary waste. 

 

SECTION 8.  If any person shall open a hydrant or remove the cover thereof or make any opening or 

connection with any Town pipe or turn on or off the water from any Town pipe except in case of fire 

or by authority of the Water Commissioners, he shall be liable to a fine of not more than twenty 

dollars. 

 

SECTION 9.  It shall be the duty of the Water Department to maintain the hydrants of the Town in 

good working order and to test them at reasonable intervals. 

 

SECTION 10.  Bills for water rates and charges shall be due and payable thirty days from the date 

shown thereon.  If such bills are not paid by the due date, the provisions of the General Laws and all 

statutes of the Commonwealth respecting the collection of such rates and charges, including the 

establishment of a lien and shutting off of water shall apply. 

 

SECTION 11.  The Board of Water Commissioners may make abatements in the water rates and 

charges in such cases as the Commissioners may deem proper, and may temporarily shut off water 

from any street after giving notice to those affected by their intention to do so.  The Commissioners 

shall notify the Fire Department of the Town prior to any permanent or temporary shut-off of any 

water mains. 
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SECTION 12.  The Board of Water Commissioners shall keep suitable records in which shall be 

entered the names of all water takers and the amounts charged, and these records shall be open to 

public inspection. 

 

SECTION 13.  The Board of Water Commissioners may make such rules and regulations governing 

the Water Department as they may deem advisable, not inconsistent with the By-Laws of the Town or 

the General Laws and all statutes of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
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ARTICLE VI - APPOINTED TOWN OFFICERS  

 

SECTION 1.  (a) The following Town Officers shall be appointed by the Selectmen: 

  Advisory Board  

  Animal Control Officer 

  Animal Inspector 

  Athletic Field Committee 

  Beautification Committee 

Board of Appeals 

  Board of Registrars 

  Burial Agent 

  Bylaw Review Committee 

  Capital Budget Committee 

  Civil Defense Director 

  Conservation Commission 

  Constables 

  County Cooperative Extension Agent 

  Cultural Council 

  Design Review Board 

  Development and Industrial Commission 

  Directors of Cushing Memorial Hall 

  Division of Inspections:  Bldg Inspec./Zoning Off./ADA Coord. 

  Election Officers 

  Fence Viewer 

  Fire Chief 

  Forest Fire Warden 

  Groundwater Protection 

Historical Commission 

Industrial Development Financing Authority 

  Inspector of Wires 

  Insurance Advisory Committee 

  Mapping Commission 

  Memorial Day Committee 

  Norwell Affordable Housing Partnership 

  Norwell Cemetery Committee 

  Norwell Historical Commission 

Permanent Building and Maintenance Committee 

  Permanent Drainage Committee 

  Permanent Site Committee 

  Personnel Board 

  Police Chief 

  Police Officers 

  Recycling Committee 

Regional Vocational School District Committee Member 

  School Building Committee for the Construction Phase of 

  Norwell 2001 ï Voted at STM 1/25/1999   

Sealer of Weights and Measures 

  Senior Tax Relief Committee 

  South Shore Recycling Committee 

  Storm Water Committee 

Town Accountant 

  Town Administrator  Voted at STM 1/25/1999   

Town Counsel  

Treasurer-Collector 

  Veterans Agent 

  Veterans Grave Officer 
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             (b)  The following Town Officers shall be appointed by the Town Administrator, with the 

approval of the Board of Selectmen: 

 

  Recreation Commission, including Recreation Superintendent 

  Council on Aging, including Council on Aging Coordinator 

  Veterans' Agent, Director of Veterans' Services 

 

(c)  The Town Administrator shall be the appointing authority for all other employees    

within the departments set out in subsection (b) hereof, within budgetary and Personnel By-

Law guidelines, without approval of the Board of Selectmen. 

 

SECTION 2.  When authorized or directed, the Selectmen shall appoint other Town officers. 

 

SECTION 3.  The term of offices of all appointed officers and committee members shall be three 

years, unless another term is required by law or a shorter term is established by vote of the town or the 

appointing authority. 

 

ADVISORY BOARD  

 

SECTION 1.  The Selectmen shall appoint an Advisory Board of nine non-office holding taxpayers, 

who shall serve without pay, with three members appointed each year for a term of three years. 

 

SECTION 2.  Said Advisory Board shall organize by choosing a Chairman and Secretary. 

 

SECTION 3.  The duty of the Advisory Board shall be to investigate and consider all articles in the 

Warrant to be brought before the Town and to report and advise thereon in Town Meetings. 

 

SECTION 4.  The Selectmen shall transmit to the Chairman of the Advisory Board a copy of all Town 

Warrants issued by them, on or before the day of posting. 

 

SECTION 5.  The Advisory Board may request the Selectmen and other town officials, under whose 

direction appropriations are expended, to submit to them prior to December 31 of each year, budget 

requests for the expenses of each department for the next year and request them to appear before them 

for consultation. 

 

SECTION 6.  The Advisory Board shall grant a hearing upon all articles in any Town Warrant. 

 

SECTION 7.  All reports, advice, suggestions or recommendations as provided in Section 3, shall be 

submitted in writing, signed by the Chairman and Secretary, together with the records of the 

proceedings of said Board, and shall be filed with the records of the Town in the office of the Town 

Clerk. 

 

SECTION 8.  Five members of said Board shall constitute a quorum. 

 

SECTION 9.  The Advisory Board shall have the authority to examine the books and records of any 

Town Board or official, as far as the same is permitted by Law. 

 

SECTION 10.  The Advisory Board may request of the Town Accountant the status of any 

appropriation made by the Town, particularly the portion spent or committed and the balance available 

for the accomplishment of the purpose for which the appropriation was made. 

 

SECTION 11.  The Advisory Board may request of any Board, Town Officer or any other expending 

authority a report of progress on the use of any appropriations and shall take whatever action it may 

deem advisable should said appropriation appear to be insufficient for the purpose voted. 
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SECTION 12.  The Advisory Board shall meet monthly and at such other times as they may 

determine. 

 

SECTION 13.  No member of the Advisory Board shall be appointed to succeed himself after serving 

two terms of three years each. 

 

BOARD OF APPEALS 

 

A Board of Appeals consisting of three members, appointed for three year overlapping terms, and not 

more than five (5) associate members.  

 

CAPITAL BUDGET COMMITTEE  

 

SECTION 1.  A Committee, to be known as the "Capital Budget Committee" shall be established,  

composed of one (1) member of the Advisory Board, appointed by and from it, one (1) member of the 

Planning Board, appointed by and from it, and five (5) additional members to be appointed by the 

Board of Selectmen.  The members from the Advisory Board and the Planning Board shall be 

appointed for one year terms.  Initially, two (2) of the other members shall be appointed for one (1) 

year, two (2) for two (2) years, and one (1) for three (3) years; thereafter, each other member shall be 

appointed for a three (3) year term.  Vacancies shall be filled for unexpired terms by the original 

appointing authority.  The Committee shall annually prepare a Capital Budget Program for use by the 

Advisory Board, the voters, other town boards and officials in their deliberations.  The Committee 

shall publish such report or a summary thereof in a suitable manner and deposit the original with the 

Town Clerk. 

 

COUNCIL ON AGING  

 

SECTION 1.  The Board of Selectmen shall appoint from registered voters of the Town, seven 

members; shall designate the Chairman, and shall take such further action as is required to establish 

and maintain a Council on Aging for the Town, in accordance with General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 

8B and to promote the co-ordination of its programs with those of the State Council on Aging. 

 

DIRECTORS OF CUSHING MEMORIAL HALL  

 

SECTION 1  The Selectmen shall appoint a Board of Directors to be known as the Board of Directors 

of Cushing Memorial Hall, consisting of five persons who are residents of the Town, who will serve 

without pay, who are the current members of the Cushing Memorial Town Hall Study Committee, and 

two additional persons, and whose duties will be to operate and maintain that building now known as 

Cushing Memorial Town Hall.  Two such persons appointed shall be appointed for a period of three 

years, two other such persons appointed shall be appointed for a period of two years; and the fifth 

person appointed shall be appointed for a period of one year.  Upon the expiration of any person's 

term, the Selectmen may reappoint that person or appoint a different person for a period of three years.  

Upon the resignation or inability of a person to complete their appointed term, the Selectmen may 

appoint a different person to complete the term of the Director of such person is replacing. 

 

SECTION 2.  The said Board shall be responsible for the remodeling, renovation, reconstruction, 

repair and alteration of the Cushing Memorial Town Hall, including the preparation of all bids, 

specifications, and contracts with respect thereto, and to do all other things which the Permanent 

Building and Maintenance Committee would be otherwise responsible for. 

 

SECTION 3.  The said Board shall have the care, custody, management and control of the said 

Cushing Memorial Town Hall which will henceforth be known as the Cushing Memorial Hall.  The 

Cushing Memorial Hall shall be dedicated to the memory of Haywood Pierce Cushing and Nathan 

Cushing as a memorial for the Town's benefactors by suitable ceremonies, and will be operated by the 

said Directors of Cushing Memorial Hall as a public building keeping in mind the development and 

beautification of the village common in a manner befitting its simple environment.  The said Board 
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shall have the obligation and duty to maintain, keep in repair, and operate the building as herein set 

forth.  The said Board shall have the specific right to lease space in the downstairs portion of the said 

Hall to persons or concerns operating low density businesses for terms not to exceed five years at 

rentals to be determined by the said Board. 

 

SECTION 4.  The Board of Directors shall let or permit, on such terms as the Selectmen may 

determine, the upper portion of Cushing Memorial Hall to be used by recognized groups of inhabitants 

of the Town of Norwell, as a cultural, educational and social center, including but not limited to 

school proms and dances; fairs, bazaars and craft exhibits; exhibitions of historical interest; and 

patriotic occasions for the honor or remembrances of veterans.  Nothing herein shall prevent the right 

of the Board of Selectmen to issue alcoholic beverage licenses under Chapter 138 of the 

Massachusetts General Laws, to organizations and groups using the said Cushing Memorial Hall as 

described in this section.  (Effective 3/11/85) 

 

DIVISION OF INSPECT IONS 

 

SECTION 1.  A Division composed of a Building Inspector/Zoning Officer, who will also be known 

as the Town of Norwell's ADA Coordinator and overseer of major maintenance for all Town 

Buildings, including schools, appointed by the Board of Selectmen for a term of three years, or unless 

a shorter term is established by the appointing authority; Inspector of Wires appointed by the Board of 

Selectmen for a term of one year; and an Inspector of Plumbing and Gas appointed by the Building 

Inspector for a term of one year. 

 

SECTION 2.  These positions shall perform all duties prescribed by state laws and codes, federal laws, 

Town rules and regulations, and Zoning bylaws. 

 

MAPPING COMMISSION  

(ATM April 25, 1995) 

Section 1: 

 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 8K of Chapter 40 of the Massachusetts General Laws 

there is hereby established in the Town of Norwell a MAPPING COMMISSION which shall 

have all the duties and responsibilities imposed upon it by the provisions of said law as presently 

provided or hereinafter amended including the developing or coordinating the development of 

comprehensive maps of the Town including but not limited to parcel boundaries, location of 

utilities, pipelines, and other structures, land use, or items of geographic or geological interest. 

 

Section 2: 

 

The MAPPING COMMISSION is authorized toð 

 

1. Develop and administer programs relating to such mapping of the community. 

 

2. Advise, assent, and cooperate with state, regional, and federal agencies in 

developing appropriate programs and policies relating to such mapping. 

 

3. Apply for, receive, expend, represent and act on behalf of the Town in 

connection with federal grants, grant programs or reimbursements or private  

grants. 

 

4. Accept gifts, grants, bequests and devises from any source, whether 

public or private for the purpose of assisting the Mapping Commission 

in the discharge of its duties. 

 

5. Seek to coordinate the activities of governmental and private bodies 

organized for similar purposes. 
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Said Commission shall seek to coordinate all mapping efforts in the Town in order that 

duplicative efforts be minimized. 

 

The Mapping Commission may offer for sale any products of its efforts, including maps, reports 

or other materials. 

 

Section 3: 

 

The Mapping Commission shall consist of five members.  The members shall be appointed by 

the Board of Selectmen for terms of three years each, so arranged that as nearly an equal 

number of such terms of office as is possible shall expire each year.  Town employees, appointed 

board members, and elected officials shall be eligible for appointment to the Commission 

provided that their appointment shall cease upon the termination of said employment unless 

subsequently appointed thereto.  Notwithstanding the foregoing,  said members once appointed 

shall serve until their respective successors are appointed and sworn.  Said members shall serve 

without compensation. 

 

NORWELL HISTORICAL COMMISSION  

 

On October 25, 1972, at a Special Town Meeting, it was UNANIMOUSLY VOTED to accept 

M.G.L, Chapter 40, Section 8D, and thereby established a Historical  Commission for the Town 

of Norwell for the purposes and with the rights and duties provided by law, to be composed of 

five members originally, appointed by the Board of Selectmen, for terms of three years except 

that initial appo intment shall be:  Two members for one year, two members for two years, and 

one member for three years.  Per MGL the Commission shall consist of not less than three (3) 

nor more than seven (7) members. 

 

This Commission was established for the preservation, protection and development of the 

historical or archeological assets of the Town.  This Commission shall conduct researches for 

places of historic or archeological value, shall cooperate with the state archeologist in 

conducting such researches or other surveys, and shall seek to coordinate the activities of 

unofficial bodies organized for similar purposes, and may advertise, prepare, print and 

distribute books, maps, charts, plans and pamphlets which it deems necessary for its work.  

 

PERMANENT BUILDING A ND MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE   

 

SECTION 1.  There shall be a Permanent Building and Maintenance Committee which shall be 

responsible for the construction, reconstruction and alteration of all Town buildings and structures.  

The Committee shall be appointed by the Board of Selectmen, shall consist of seven (7) residents of 

the Town and shall be appointed for three year terms as follows:  two shall be appointed the first year; 

two shall be appointed the next year, and three shall be appointed the following year.  Vacancies shall 

be filled by the Board of Selectmen for the remaining portion of an unexpired term.  The members of 

the Committee on the date this provision is effective shall be designated first, second, and third year 

members by the Board of Selectmen and shall be subject to reappointment or replacement upon the 

expiration of their terms. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Permanent Building and Maintenance Committee shall organize by choosing a 

Chairman and a Secretary. 

 

SECTION 3.  The Permanent Building and Maintenance Committee shall review the condition, 

upkeep, maintenance and repair of all Town owned buildings at reasonable intervals and shall report 

their findings and recommendations to the Board of Selectmen in writing. 

 

SECTION 4.  The Permanent Building and Maintenance Committee shall adopt, and from time to time 

may revise or amend, rules and regulations.  Such rules and regulations, and all revisions and 
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amendments thereto, shall become effective and shall supersede all prior rules and regulations, upon 

filing with the Town Clerk. 

 

PERMANENT SITE COMMITTEE  

 

SECTION 1.  There shall be a Permanent Site Committee which shall be responsible for the 

recommendation of the sites for all new Town buildings and structures.  The Committee shall consist 

of the following:  one member appointed by the Permanent Building and Maintenance Committee; one 

member appointed by and from the Planning Board; one member appointed by and from the Board of 

Health; one member to be appointed by and from the Permanent Drainage Committee; one member 

appointed by and from the Conservation Commission; and two members to be appointed by the 

Selectmen for three -year, staggered terms.  Unless otherwise provided, members shall serve for a 

period of one year. 

 

SECTION 2.  Permanent Site Committee shall organize by choosing a Chairman and a Secretary. 

 

 

REGIONAL VOCATIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT COMMITTEE  

 

One member of a regional vocational school district committee appointed for a three year term. 

 

SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION PHASE OF NO RWELL 

2001 

Section 1.  The Selectmen shall appoint a School Building Committee to be known as the School 

Building Committee for the Construction Phase of Norwell 2001 consisting of nine (9) voting 

members to include representation from the School Building Committee for the Planning Phase of 

Norwell 2001, three members of the Permanent Building and Maintenance Committee, and the 

Norwell School Committee; and the Superintendent of Schools and the Director of Administrative 

Services as ex-officio, non-voting members. 

 

Section 2.  Said School Building Committee shall be responsible for all the construction activities of 

the Norwell 2001 school building projects authorized by Special Town Meeting, including all 

activities for which the Permanent Building and Maintenance Committee would otherwise be 

responsible, and it shall function as the School Building Committee in accordance with the provisions 

of MGL Chapter 645 of the Acts of 1948, as amended. 

 

Section 3.  Said School Building Committee shall remain in office for the duration of the construction 

phase of the Norwell 2001 project and until all construction related activities are completed as 

determined by the Norwell School Committee and the Norwell Board of Selectmen, upon which time 

the School Building Committee shall be discharged and dissolved.  Upon the resignation or inability 

of any person to complete his/her appointment, the Selectmen may appoint a replacement.   (Voted at 

STM 1/25/1999) 

  

TOWN ACCOUNTANT  

 

SECTION 1.  The Selectmen shall appoint a Town Accountant for a term of three years and until 

his/her successor is qualified. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Town Accountant shall perform all duties prescribed by law including the filing of 

all contracts, insurance policies and agreements affecting the interests of the Town. 

 

 

TOWN COLLECTOR AND TREASURER  

 

SECTION 1.  The Town Collector and Treasurer's term of office shall be three years. 
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SECTION 2.  The Town Collector shall collect all accounts due the Town which are committed to 

him/her. 

 

SECTION 3.  At least once in every month each department of the Town shall deliver to the Town 

Accountant a statement of each account due the Town arising from any transaction in said department.  

Such accounts are to be committed to the Town Collector for collection.  This section is to include all 

taxes and special assessments, costs and fees charged by each department, except those collected by 

the Town Clerk. 

 

SECTION 4.  The Town Collector shall once a week or oftener pay over to the Treasurer all monies 

received by him/her during the preceding week or lesser period. 

 

SECTION 5.  The Town Collector shall advise the Selectmen, as provided by law, when suits should 

be instituted and prosecuted in the name of the Town for the collection of any account due the Town 

and the Selectmen shall have the authority as agents of the Town to institute and prosecute the same. 

 

SECTION 6.  The Town Collector shall pay all fees received by him/her by virtue of his/her office 

into the Town treasury. 

 

SECTION 7.  The Town Treasurer shall perform all the duties which are required by Law and shall 

have the custody of all monies, properties and securities of all trust funds, not subject to the authority 

of the Commissioners of Trust Funds, heretofore or hereafter given or bequeathed to the Town and 

shall have the power with the approval of the Board of Selectmen to invest, reinvest, transfer and 

expend monies from such funds as limited by the directions or provisions made by the donor of such 

funds.  The Treasurer shall keep a separate account of such funds, and the income thereof, and submit 

the same to the Selectmen at the close of the fiscal year for publication in their report. 

 

SECTION 8.  The Treasurer shall file and safely keep all receipts, vouchers and canceled obligations 

of the Town and shall have custody of all deeds, and other similar documents owned or held by the 

Town, and, except for fidelity bonds covering the Town officers and employees which shall be filed 

with the Selectmen, shall have custody of all bonds which run to the Town or  

any of its commissioners, committees or officers. 

 

(Voted at Annual Town Meeting, May 5, 1994, to add  the following section regarding 

PROHIBITING THE ISSUANCE OF LICENSES AND PERMITS IF BACK TAXES ARE 

OWED:)  

 

 a)  The Tax Collector shall annually furnish to each department, board, commission or 

division, hereinafter referred to as the licensing authority, that issues licenses or permits including  

renewals and transfers, a list of any person, corporation, or business enterprise, hereinafter referred to 

as the party, that has neglected or refused to pay any local taxes, fees, assessments, betterments or 

other municipal charges for not less than a twelve-month period, and that such party has not filed in 

good faith a pending application for an abatement of such tax or a pending petition before the 

appellate tax board. 

 

 b)  The licensing authority may deny, revoke or suspend any license or permit, including 

renewals and transfers of any party whose name appears on said list furnished to the licensing 

authority from the tax collector; provided, however, that written notice is given to the party and the tax 

collector, as required by applicable provisions of law, and the party is given a hearing, to be held not 

earlier than fourteen days after said notice.  Said list shall be prima facie evidence for denial, 

revocation or suspension of said license or permit to any party.  The tax collector shall have the right 

to intervene in any hearing conducted with respect to such license denial, revocation or suspension.  

Any findings made by the licensing authority with respect to such license denial, revocation or 

suspension shall be made only for the purposes of such proceeding and shall not be relevant to or 

introduced in any other proceeding at law, except for any appeal from such license denial, revocation 

or suspension.  Any license or permit denied, suspended or revoked under this section shall not be 
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reissued or renewed until the license authority receives a certificate issued by the tax collector that the 

party is in good standing with respect to any and all local taxes, fees, assessments, betterments or other 

municipal charges, payable to the municipality as the date of issuance of said certificates. 

 

 c)  Any party shall be given an opportunity to enter into a payment agreement, thereby 

allowing the licensing authority to issue a certificate indicating said limitations to the license or permit 

and the validity of said license shall be conditioned upon the satisfactory compliance with said 

agreement.  Failure to comply with said agreement shall be grounds for the suspension or revocation 

of said license or permit; provided, however, that the holder be given notice and a hearing as required 

by applicable provisions of law. 

 

 d)  The Board of Selectmen may waive such denial, suspension or revocation if it finds that 

there is no direct or indirect business interest by the property owner, its officers or stockholder, if any, 

or members of his immediate family, as defined in s. 1 of Chapter 268 in the business or activity 

conducted in or on said property. 

 

This bylaw shall not apply to the following licenses and permits:  Open Burrning, Chapter 48, 8.13 - 

Bicycle Permits, Chapter 85, s. 11A - Sale of Articles for Charitable Purposes, Chapter 101, s. 33 - 

Children's Work Permits, Chapter 140, s. 137 - Fishing, Hunting, Trapping license, Chapter 131, s. 12 

- Marriage Licenses, Chapter 207, s. 28 and Theatrical Events, Public Exhibition Permits, Chapter 

140, s. 181. 
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ARTICLE VII - CONTRACTS 

 

SECTION 1.  No contract shall be awarded for any work or service other than professional service in 

the interest of the Town and no purchase of materials or equipment shall be made, the estimate cost of 

which in either case is $1,000.00 or more without invitation for competitive bids. 

 

SECTION 2.  Said invitations shall be sent on the same day to such number of vendors or contractors 

as the Selectmen or purchasing board of officers deem advisable but must in any case be, at least, three 

qualified to bid on such supplies or service. 

 

SECTION 3.  Said invitations shall state where specifications may be obtained and shall also state 

where and when such bids will be opened, such opening to be in public. 

 

SECTION 4. (Amended ATM 5/14/2001, Article 6)  Invitations or proposals for goods and services 

shall meet the requirements and guidelines of the Massachusetts General Laws, when and where 

applicable.  All goods and services other than professional services in the interests of the Town, shall 

be awarded through competitive bidding as required by state statute.  Bids and proposals for said 

competitive bidding shall be publicly advertised by at least one (1) insertion in at least one (1) 

newspaper of general circulation in the Town of Norwell, such publication to be at least ten (10) days 

before the opening of bids.  Whenever possible, contracts must be awarded to the lowest responsible 

bidder.  Any determination of the contrary must be made in good faith and the awarding authority shall 

file with the Town Clerk within fifteen (15) days a written statement ascribing the relevant and 

reasonable grounds for selecting other than the lowest bidder. 

 

SECTION 5.  No contracts shall be split up or divided for the purpose of evading the foregoing 

section. 

 

SECTION 6.  In the event the Selectmen are unable to secure competitive bids, they are authorized to 

take whatever action they deem advisable, but the Selectmen must certify in writing that the required 

invitations were sent out and such certifications together with any returned refusals must be filed with 

the Town Accountant and shall be kept in file open to public inspection at least for three years. 

 

SECTION 7.  The above sections shall not apply in cases of emergency requiring immediate action for 

the preservation of life or property or for such supplies and materials for which there is only one 

source of supply but such reasons for purchases must be certified by the purchasing officer or board. 

 

SECTION 8.  Funds specifically appropriated for final plans and specifications for any building 

project shall only be used for architectural fees, and such use shall be limited to payments for those 

services normally provided by the architect without extra charge. 

 

SECTION 9.  All boards, committees and departments shall submit a copy of any executed contract 

with the Town Clerk for recording and then file such executed contract with the Town Accountant. 

 

SECTION 10.  To permit the Board of Selectmen to sign, award and negotiate leases, rentals and 

contracts in excess of three years, but no more than 20 years, subject to Town Meeting approval.   
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ARTICLE VIII - LEGAL AFFAIRS  

 

SECTION 1.  The Selectmen shall be agents of the Town to institute, prosecute and defend any and all 

claims, actions and proceedings to which the Town is a party or in  which the interests of the Town are 

or may be involved. 

 

SECTION 2.  When recommended in writing by Town Counsel, the Selectmen may, at their 

discretion, compromise or settle any claim or suit to which the Town is a party, unless otherwise 

expressly prohibited by law. 

 

SECTION 3.  The Selectmen in their Annual Report shall state what actions have been brought against 

and on behalf of the Town, what cases have been compromised or settled, and the current standing of 

all suits at law involving the Town or any of its interests. 

 

SECTION 4.  The Selectmen shall annually, after the final adjournment of the Annual Town Meeting, 

appoint a member of the bar in good standing to serve as Town Counsel for the term of one year from 

the date of his appointment and until his successor is appointed and enters upon the performances of 

his duties.  They shall likewise fill any vacancy in said office for the unexpired term, and may employ 

special counsel to assist the said Town Counsel whenever, in their judgment, necessity therefor arises. 

 

SECTION 5.  It shall be the duty of the Town Counsel to conduct the prosecution or defense in actions 

and proceedings to which the town is a party, or to compromise claims, and the prosecution of actions 

or proceedings by or on behalf of any town officer, board or committee as such; to conduct the defense 

of any action or proceedings brought against any town officer, board or committee as such when the 

Selectmen, having determined that any right or interests of the Town are or may be involved therein, 

shall so request; to conduct proceedings brought by or against the Assessors before the Board of Tax 

Appeals; to assist in the prosecution of complaints of violation of any bylaw of the Town, when 

requested to do so by the Board or officers enforcing the same; to examine and report upon titles to all 

land to be acquired by the town; to prepare and approve contracts, bonds, deeds and other legal 

instruments in which the Town is a party or in which any right or interest of the Town is involved; to 

appear at any and all hearings on behalf of the town whenever his/her services may be required; and 

generally to advise and act for the Town committees upon and in legal matters touching the duties of 

their respective offices. 

 

SECTION 6.  The Selectmen are authorized to sell at public auction parcels of land acquired by Tax 

Title and possession.  Such land must first be offered to other interested Town Boards, Departments , 

Committees and Commissions who shall decline or accept in writing. 

 

Notice of sale shall be posted in five (5) public places and shall be published at least three (3) times in 

a newspaper of general circulation in the Town between 30 and 7 days before the date of sale. 

 

The Selectmen may reject any bid which they deem inadequate and the sale price must be a minimum 

bid to include back taxes and the cost of acquisition and sale. 
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ARTICLE IX - RECORDS AND REPORTS 

 

SECTION 1.  All committees of the Town shall cause records of their doings and accounts to be kept 

in suitable books.  Said books shall be kept in their respective places in the committee offices, and 

shall not be removed therefrom.  Said books shall, unless otherwise provided by law, be open to public 

inspection at any reasonable time, but shall remain during such inspection under supervision of the 

committee having custody thereof. 

 

SECTION 2.  All committees and special committees of the Town having charge of the expenditure of 

Town money shall annually report thereon in writing in such manner as to give the citizens a fair and 

full understanding of the objectives and methods of such expenditures, referring, however, to the 

report of the Town Accountant for statements in detail of receipts and payments, and may make 

therein such recommendations as they deem proper.  Such reports shall be submitted to the Selectmen 

for inclusion in the Annual Report on or before the fifteenth day of JANUARY of each year.  

 

SECTION 3.  The Annual Town Report shall contain, in addition to the Reports of committees, as 

herein before provided, a detailed report of all monies received into and paid out of the Town 

Treasury in the financial year next preceding; the Report of the Collector of Taxes, of receipts, 

payments and abatements; statements of all funds belonging to the Town or held for the benefit of its 

inhabitants; a statement of the liabilities of the Town on bonds, notes, certificates of indebtedness, or 

otherwise, and of indebtedness authorized but not incurred, and the purposes thereof, abstracts of the 

records of the meetings of the Town held since publication of the last Annual Report; and such other 

matters as the said Report is required by law to contain, or as may be inserted by the Selectmen under 

the discretion granted them by law.  

 

SECTION 4.  All committees of the Town shall, at the completion of any building project, land 

acquisition, or contracted report or study involving the expenditure of Town money, other than those 

printed in the Town Report, shall file a copy of any plans and specifications, deed and plan, contracted 

reports or studies with the Town Clerk, who shall be responsible for keeping all of such documents. 
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ARTICLE X  - PUBLIC WAYS  

 

SECTION 1.  All new ways shall be laid out in conformance with the Rules and Regulations of the 

Planning Board, unless shown on a plan approved by the Planning Board, or unless such layout was 

made prior to June 1, 1949, and is so certified in writing by the Selectmen. 

 

SECTION 2.  No private way shall be accepted unless and until the Planning Board shall have 

certified in writing to the Selectmen that such way is well-built and so constructed that it is at least 

equal to the average construction of existing highways of the Town, with the proper grades in relation 

to abutting land and connecting streets and that it conforms with the Planning Board's 

Rules and Regulations, provided, however, this section shall not apply to the ways laid out subject to 

any provisions of law relating to the assessments of betterments. 

 

SECTION 3.  No private way shall be accepted for the purpose of construction or alterations, or any 

way laid out or altered by the Selectmen until all claims for damage have been estimated. 

 

SECTION 4.  No private way shall be accepted unless drainage as may be required shall be installed 

as directed by the Drainage Committee. 

 

SECTION 5.  Each petition for the layout of a street or way for acceptance at any Town Meeting shall 

be presented to the Selectmen at least three months before such meeting, and the Board of Selectmen, 

the Planning Board, the Drainage Committee, the Board of Health, the Water Commissioners and the 

Highway Surveyor shall attach thereto an affidavit stating that the road is or is not satisfactory in width 

and so constructed as to be acceptable. 

 

SECTION 6.  The Board of Selectmen shall determine and designate numbers of the buildings on such 

streets or portions of streets as they think best and no person shall neglect to affix to any building 

owned by him the street number designated to him by said board, nor shall any person affix or suffer 

to remain on any building owned by him a street number other than the one designated by said board. 

 

SECTION 7.  The names of new ways shall be approved the Planning Board. 

 

SECTION 8.  That prior to the location of any sidewalk a detailed street layout establishing blacktop 

and abutters' property lines shall be developed for cost estimate and bidding purposes and an Abutters' 

Hearing shall be held prior to the final location of any sidewalk.  The specifications for such a project 

shall have the approval of the Highway Surveyor, Tree Warden, and Board of Selectmen, collectively 

responsible for the required construction, maintenance, operational conditions and contract 

negotiations. 

 

SECTION 9.  No person, other than a public officer or Town agent, servant or employee in the 

performance of his duties, shall place any obstruction to travel on any public way without the consent 

of the Selectmen; provided, however, that this Section 9 shall not be construed to prohibit reasonable 

emergency action to warn travelers of any obviously dangerous condition observed in the public way, 

provided the condition and action taken are reported by the person taking such action as soon as 

reasonably may be to the Selectmen, the Norwell Police Department or the Highway Surveyor.  No 

person shall leave any rubbish or refuse, or any noxious, dangerous, offensive or unsightly object or 

matter on or in any public way or common lands of the Town. 

 

SECTION 10.  Every person operating or having charge of a vehicle in any public way shall operate it 

as may be directed by any Norwell Police Officer in performance of his legal duties. 

 

SECTION 11.  The Highway Surveyor may for the purposes of removing or plowing snow, or 

removing ice, from any public way, remove or cause to be removed, to some convenient place, 

including any public garage any vehicle which interferes with the removal or plowing of such snow, or 

the removal of such ice.  In the event that such vehicle is so removed, the owner of such vehicle shall 

be liable for the cost of such removal and for the storage charges, if any, resulting therefrom, but shall 
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not, notwithstanding any other provisions of these By-Laws, be otherwise liable to any fine, penalty or 

other charges solely by reason of the fact that such vehicle was interfering with such plowing or 

removal. 

 

SECTION 12.  No person shall pipe or otherwise deposit in or upon any public street or public place, 

any water or other substance which may freeze and thereby create a hazardous condition. 

 

SECTION 13.  No person, including public officers and employees, shall place or deposit salt or 

similar contaminating substances in excess of a moderate and well-controlled amount upon any street, 

public parking area or road or highway under the jurisdiction of the Town of Norwell at any season of 

the year. 

 

SECTION 14.  The use of de-icing salt on private parking areas where parking for more than 10 motor 

vehicles is provided is hereby banned.  The use of de-icing salt by the Town is hereby restricted to an 

absolute minimum, but in no case will the total amount of salt used by the Town exceed 1,200 tons in 

a twelve-month period, unless approved by the Board of Selectmen as necessary for public safety.  

The use of de-icing salts upon the public sidewalks within the Town of Norwell is hereby banned. 

 

SECTION 15.  (a)  No person shall park or place any motor vehicle or trailer or other obstruction in or 

upon the westerly side of the public way of Bridge Street in the area lying between Main Street and the 

North River. 

 

                         (b)  No person shall park or place any motor vehicle or trailer in or upon the area of 

Town-owned land known as Bridge Street Town Landing unless such motor vehicle or trailer shall 

exhibit evidence of a permit issued by the Town of Norwell.  Such permits shall be issued only to the 

residents of the Town of Norwell. 

 

                        (c)  Pursuant to (a) and (b) above, the Selectmen shall make regulations for the 

occupancy of said public way and Town-owned land for the parking of motor vehicles, trailers, and 

other vehicles and obstructions, as shall provide for the public safety and convenience.  Such 

regulations may provide among other things for the issuance of permits and the use of stickers 

evidencing the issuance of such permit and may provide for a schedule of increasing fines for first and 

subsequent offenses, such fines not to exceed the sum of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for any one offense 

and may further provide that vehicles shall be towed at the owner's expense.  Such rules and 

regulations shall be adopted after public hearing pursuant to notice by publication not less than 14 

days prior to such hearing. 

 

SECTION 16.  One-Way Streets.  Upon the following streets or ways, traffic shall move only in the 

direction indicated below, provided that official traffic signs are erected at each exit at each one-way 

street. 

 

          (a)  The roadway beginning at the Norwell Library entrance at South Street shall be 

one-way in the direction of the playing fields and around the high school. 

 

SECTION 17.  No Board, Department, or officer of the Town is authorized to engage in widening or 

other alteration of any Town road which will substantially change the character of the Town road or to 

expend monies therefor without first having obtained approval for such work by a regular or special 

Town meeting at which a majority has voted for approval of specific plans and specifications.  The 

intent of this provision is not to impair the regular maintenance of any Town road. 
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ARTICLE Xa  -  PRIVATE WAYS  

 

Subject to appropriation, and when specifically authorized by Town Meeting vote, the Highway 

Surveyor may make temporary repairs to any private way shown on a plan approved by the Planning 

Board under the Subdivision Control Law or which has been open to public use for six (6) years or 

more.  As specified by Town Meeting vote, such repairs may include reconstruction, resurfacing, the 

installation of drainage, if necessary, the filling of holes or minor repairs to the surface.  Every such 

Town Meeting vote shall specify whether or not betterments shall be assessed in accordance with 

General Laws, Chapter 80.  Every vote ordering the assessment of betterments shall contain a 

description sufficiently accurate for identification of the area which it is expected will receive benefit 

or advantage, shall refer to a plan of such area, and shall contain an estimate of the betterments that 

will be assessed upon each parcel of land within such area.  The Town shall not be liable on account of 

any damage whatever caused by such repairs. 

 

(Voted at Annual Town Meeting, May 5, 1994, to delete paragraph, regarding Temporary 

Repairs of Private Ways.) 

. 
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ARTICLE XI  -  LICENSES 

 

SECTION 1.  All licenses shall be granted and issued by the Selectmen except as otherwise provided 

in the General Laws and all statutes of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

 

SECTION 2.  Except as otherwise provided by Law or the bylaws, no license shall be granted without 

at least seven (7) days public notice of the application therefor and a license granted under these 

Bylaws or any additional Bylaws may be revoked by the Board or Officer granting the same. 

 

SECTION 3.  The Selectmen may license suitable persons to be dealers in Junk, old metal or second-

hand articles in the Town but the premises of such dealers may be examined at all times by the 

Selectmen and no person shall be engaged in such occupation in the Town without a license. 

 

SECTION 4.  The occupations requiring licenses shall be those established by Law and by these or 

any additional Bylaws of the Town. 

 

SECTION 5.  Except as otherwise provided by law all license fees shall be established by the 

Selectmen. 

 

SECTION 6.  There shall be no peddling of commercial goods in the Town of Norwell without a 

Peddlers' License, issued by the Board of Selectmen.  There shall be no door-to-door solicitation by 

commercial salesmen or agents in the Town of Norwell without written authorization from the Board 

of Selectmen.  There shall be no door-to-door solicitation after sundown or 6:00 p.m., whichever is the 

earlier 

 

SECTION 7.  DEALERS IN PRECIOUS METALS 

License required. 

No person shall collect, deal or keep a shop for the purpose of purchase, barter or sale of secondhand  

articles containing precious metals or semi-precious metals, nor store the same in any building, nor 

place within the limits of the Town without the issuance of a license for this purpose, issued by the 

Board of Selectmen or appointed authority. 

 

Issuance; Contents; Terms; Fee. 

Selectmen may license suitable persons to be dealers in, and keepers of shops for purchase, sale, barter 

of junk, precious metals or secondhand jewelry, at such place in the Town, as designated in license, 

and under such conditions and restrictions as prescribed, which shall be incorporated in the license.  

Such license shall continue in force till the first day of May, then next issuing, unless sooner revoked; 

provided that such license may be granted in April to take effect the first day of May.  The licensee 

shall pay said fee to the Town Clerk for the use of the Town. 

 

General Rules and Regulations. 

No keeper of a shop as described in this section shall directly or indirectly, either purchase or receive 

by way of barter or exchange any articles from a minor, knowing or having reason to believe them to 

be such.  No article purchased or received shall be sold or altered in appearance, form or substance 

until a period of at least 10 days after written notice on approved form to the Police Station, delivered 

in hand or by registered mail, this being required weekly or sooner.  Such shopkeeper shall not have 

his shop open for business nor shall he purchase any articles covered in the license except between the 

hours of 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. 
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Reporting Transactions. 

Every such shopkeeper dealing in the purchase, barter or taking in possession, shall report all 

transactions of junk jewelry, old metals, secondhand jewelry, precious metals or semi-precious metals 

and shall keep a record of the transactions. 

 

Record Book; Forms. 

Every licensee shall keep records on the premises in a form approved by the Police showing the time, 

date, sale, exchange or receipt for the purpose of sale.  This shall be written in English, legibly and 

give description of all marks and numbers, manufacturers' names or any identifying marks on articles, 

name and address of seller, date of birth, social security number and name of the owner if not the same 

as the seller. 

 

Record Book; Contents. 

Such description shall also include the identifying number or numbers and shall also include a 

statement that the identifying number or numbers have been removed, defaced, altered, changed, 

destroyed, obliterated or mutilated if such is the fact.  Such book shall at all times be open for the 

inspection of the Chief of Police, any member of the Police force, any member of the Board of 

Selectmen.  All articles kept shall be available for inspection by the above.  No articles are to be 

destroyed, altered, melted, etc. prior to the period required by licensing authority. 

 

 

(Voted at Annual Town Meeting, May 5, 1994 (Article 29), to add the following:) 

 

PROHIBITING THE ISSUANCE  OF LICENSES AND PERMITS IF BACK TAXES ARE 

OWED:  

 

 a) The Tax Collector shall annually furnish to each department, board, commission or 

division, hereinafter referred to as the licensing authority, that issues licenses or permits including 

renewals and transfers, a list of any person, corporation, or business enterprise, hereinafter referred to 

as the party, that has neglected or refused to pay any local taxes, fees, assessments, betterments or 

other municipal charges for not less than a twelve-month period, and that such party has not filed in 

good faith a pending application for an abatement of such tax or a pending petition before the 

appellate tax board. 

 

 b)  The licensing authority may deny, revoke or suspend any license or permit, including 

renewals and transfers of any party whose name appears on said list furnished to the licensing 

authority from the tax collector; provided, however, that written notice is given to the party and the tax 

collector, as required by applicable provisions of law, and the party is given a hearing, to be held not 

earlier than fourteen days after said notice.  Said list shall be prima facie evidence for denial, 

revocation or suspension of said license or permit to any party.  The tax collector shall have the right 

to intervene in any hearing conducted with respect to such license denial, revocation or suspension.  

Any findings made by the licensing authority with respect to such license denial, revocation or 

suspension shall be made only for the purposes of such proceeding and shall not be relevant to or 

introduced in any other proceeding at law, except for any appeal from such license denial, revocation 

or suspension.  Any license or permit denied, suspended or revoked under this section shall not be 

reissued or renewed until the license authority receives a certificate issued by the tax collector that the 

party is in good standing with respect to any and all local taxes, fees, assessments, betterments or other 

municipal charges, payable to the municipality as the date of issuance of said certificates. 
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 c)  Any party shall be given an opportunity to enter into a payment agreement, thereby 

allowing the licensing authority to issue a certificate indicating said limitations to the license or permit 

and the validity of said license shall be conditioned upon the satisfactory compliance with said 

agreement.  Failure to comply with said agreement shall be grounds for the suspension or revocation 

of said license or permit; provided, however, that the holder be given notice and a hearing as required 

by applicable provisions of law. 

 

 d)  The Board of Selectmen may waive such denial, suspension or revocation if it finds that 

theres is no direct or indirect business interest by the property owner, its officers or stockholder, if 

any, or members of his immediate family, as defined in s. 1 of Chapter 268 in the business or activity 

conducted in or on said property. 

 

This bylaw  shall not apply to the following licenses and permits:  Open Burning, Chapter 48, 8.13 - 

Bicycle Permits, Chapter 85, s. 11A - Sale of Articles for Charitable Purposes, Chapter 101, s. 33 - 

Children's Work Permits, Chapter 140, s. 137 - Fishing, Hunting,Trapping licenses, Chapter 131, s. 12 

- Marriage Licenses, Chapter 207, s. 28 and Theatrical Events, Public Exhibition Permits, Chapter 

140, s. 181. 

 

Whoever violates any provision of this Section shall be punished by a fine or not less than $50.00 nor 

more than $100.00. 



39 

 

 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 

TOWN OF NORWELL 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

 

 

RULES AND REGULATIONS  
 

AND  

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

TOWN OF NORWELL 

 

BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS AND GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

 

 

Article A. GENERAL  
 

Section 1. Introductory  

 

The Board of Appeals of the Town of Norwell, Massachusetts, in the Commonwealth 

of Massachusetts, hereby adopts the following rules for the conduct of its 

business and for the purposes of G eneral Laws, Chapters 40A and 40B, §§ 21 - 23. A 

copy of these rules, and all amendments thereto, shall be filed with the Town 

Clerk of said town and incorporated as part of Section 2 of Article XII of the 

Norwell Town Bylaw and Rules and Regulations. The Bo ard of Appeals, hereinafter 

referred to as the Board, may amend these rules and regulations from time to 

time in the same manner as such rules may be adopted.  

 

References : All article, section and sub - section, and paragraph and sub -

paragraph headings and references within this document are solely for the 

convenience of the reader and shall not affect the requirements contained 

herein.  

 

 

Section 2. Powers of the Board of Appeals  

 

The Board of Appeals has the following powers:  

 

(a) To hear and decide appeals , in  accordance with G.L. c. 40A, §8.  

(b) To hear and decide applications for special permits, in accordance with 

G.L. c. 40A, §9.  

(c) To hear and decide petitions for variances, as set forth in G.L. c. 40A, 

§10.  

(d) To hear and decide applications for a project subject t o Site Plan review , 

as set forth in the Norwell Zoning Bylaw, §1500.  

(e) To hear and decide applications to build or permit low or moderate income 

housing, in accordance with G.L. c. 40B, §§21 - 23.  

(f) To hear and decide applications for time extensions and modific ations of 

its prior decisions.  

Section 3. Types of Appeals, Applications, and Petitions  

 

Appeals, applications and petitions, all hereinafter generally referred to as 

Applications, may be filed by the appellant, applicant or petitioner, 

hereinafter referre d to as the Applicant, with the Town Clerk for consideration 

by the Board of Appeals for any one or more of the following:  
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(a)  Appeal : An appeal  may be taken by:  

 

1. Any person aggrieved by reason of his or her inability to obtain a 

permit or enforcement action from the Inspector of Buildings, or 

designee, or from any administrative officer under the provisions of 

G.L.c.40A, §14, or  

 

2. Any regional planning agency in whose area the town is situated, or  

 

3. Any person, including an officer or board of the town, or of a n 

abutting city or town aggrieved by an order or decision of the 

Inspector of Buildings/Zoning Enforcement Officer of said Norwell, a 

building inspector or other administrative official, in violation of 

any provisions of G.L. c. 40A or the Norwell Zoning B ylaw. See G.L. 

c. 40A, §8.  

 

(b)  Special Permit, including a Section 6 Finding :  An Application for a 

special permit, including a Section 6 finding under G.L. c. 40A, may be 

filed in cases where the property does not conform to current Zoning Bylaw 

requirements and/or when specific uses, increases in density or special or 

related zoning requirements are authorized in the Zoning Bylaw through the 

special permit process. Special permits may be issued only for uses which 

are in harmony with the general purpose and i ntent of the Zoning Bylaw and 

meet the specific requirements set forth in the Zoning Bylaw.  

 

(c)  Variance : A petition for a variance  may be filed when, owing to 

circumstances relating to soil conditions, shape or topography of specific 

land or structures and especially affecting such land or structure but not 

affecting generally the zoning district in which it is located, a literal 

enforcement of the provisions of the Zoning Bylaw would involve 

substantial hardship, financial or otherwise, to the petitioner or  

appellant, and when desirable relief may be granted without substantial 

detriment to the public good and without nullifying or substantially 

derogating from the intent or purpose of the Zoning Bylaw. See G.L. c. 

40A, §10.  

 

(d)  Site Plan : An Application for Si te Plan  review is required as set 

forth in §1500 of the Zoning Bylaw. Such applications may also require 

additional zoning relief by the Board. The Zoning Bylaw requires 

simultaneous filing with the Norwell Planning Board and maintenance of a 

technical rev iew escrow account, managed by the Norwell Town Planner. See 

Article H herein.   

 

(e)  Comprehensive Permit: An Application for a Comprehensive Permit  to 

build low or moderate income housing may be filed by any public agency or 

by a limited dividend or non - prof it organization that owns or holds 

ownership or purchase rights in the subject property. See G.L. c. 40B, 

§§21 - 23, and Article J herein.  

 

(f)  Decision Modification : An Application for modification of a previous 

decision  of the Board shall require a new applica tion on the Boardôs 

application form describing the proposed modification of the previous 

decision.  
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(g)  Time Extension : An Application for a time extension  may be filed 

with the Board in letter form, stating in detail the reason(s) for such a 

request and prov iding a new timeline (if applicable) for action by the 

Applicant. No time extension may be granted, unless the Applicant files 

such an extension request with the Board of Appeals  in writing prior to 

expiration of the zoning relief previously granted , as fo llows:  

 

1. Special Permit : The applicant shall exercise any Special Permit 

granted within two (2) years from the date the decision is filed 

with the Town Clerk, or by extension, or it shall lapse. At its sole 

discretion, the Board of Appeals may authorize a o ne- time, one - year 

extension of a special permit without a new application required.  

 

2. Variance : The applicant shall exercise any variance granted within 

one (1) year from the date the decision is filed with the Town 

Clerk, or by extension, or it shall lapse . The Board of Appeals may 

authorize only one six - month extension of a variance without a new 

application required.  

 

3. Site Plan : Within one (1) year of the date of site plan approval or, 

in accordance with the time set forth in its decision, or by 

extensio n, whichever is later, the applicant shall have completed 

the work described on the approved plans and substantial use thereof 

shall have commenced .  The Board may grant such additional time as it 

deems reasonable to complete the requirements of its previou s 

approval. If, however, the applicant has not commenced construction 

for any reason within such time as set forth in its decision, or by 

extension, a new application may be required to be filed at the 

Boardôs sole discretion.  

 

4. Comprehensive Permit : The A pplicant shall exercise the Comprehensive 

Permit approval within the time set forth in its decision, 

commencing as of the date filed with the Town Clerk, or by 

extension, or it shall lapse. The Board may grant at its sole 

discretion such additional time as  it may deem reasonable to 

complete the requirements of its previous approval. If, however, the 

applicant has not commenced construction for any reason within such 

time as set forth in its decision, or by extension, a new 

application may be required to be filed at the Boardôs sole 

discretion.  

5. Litigation or Hardship : In the event an Applicant is unable to 

exercise approvals granted due to pending legal action in a court of 

competent jurisdiction, the Board shall extend such approvals for 

the length of time r equired to conclude such action. Further, due to 

other unusual circumstances or in cases of extreme hardship, the 

Board may at its sole discretion consider extension of previous 

permissions granted within the timeframes allowed by law, subsequent 

to expira tion thereof. All such requests shall be made in letter 

form addressed to the Board of Appeals, stating the reasons therefor 

and providing a new timeline for action.  

 

(h)  Monitoring of Conditions of Approval  

 

1. The Board at its sole discretion shall reserve the right to monitor 

progress of all work being performed under its decisions. A 
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construction monitor or other consultant may be engaged under the 

direction of the Board at the expense of the Applicant, and as 

further provided in Articles H, I, and J.  

 

2. Violat ion of any of the conditions set forth in a decision of the 

Board of Appeals may result in the immediate issuance of a stop work 

order or withholding of issuance of a Building Permit or Certificate 

of Occupancy by the Inspector of Buildings/Zoning Enforcem ent 

Officer and/or be the subject of any or all such legal actions or 

remedies as may be available to enforce such conditions.  

 

 

Article B. BOARD ORGANIZATION  
 

Section 1. Elections  

 

At the first regularly scheduled meeting following the annual Town Meeting , the 

Board of Appeals shall elect a Chair, Vice - Chair, and Clerk. The Chair and Vice 

Chair of the Board shall be selected from its regular members, while an 

alternate member may serve in the position of Clerk.  

 

 

Section 2. Chair: Power and Duties  

 

The Cha ir shall preside over all hearings and meetings of the Board. Subject to 

the rules as stated herein, the Chair shall decide all points of order, unless 

overruled by a majority of the Board in session at the time.  

 

In addition to the powers granted by the G eneral Laws of the Commonwealth and 

the Zoning Bylaw, and subject to these rules and further instructions of the 

Board, the Chair shall set the agenda, supervise the work of the Board, arrange 

for necessary help, and exercise general supervision over the B oardôs 

activities.  

 

Section 3. Vice - Chair  

 

The Vice - Chair shall act as Chair in the event that the Chair is absent, 

disabled, does not participate in a particular matter or is otherwise unable to 

perform his or her duties. In the event that neither the Cha ir nor the Vice -

Chair is available for a hearing on a particular matter, the remaining regular 

member or an associate member shall be elected as Chair for that hearing or 

particular matter.  

 

 

Section 4. Clerk  

 

The Clerk shall monitor the preparation of min utes by the Boardôs administrative 

assistant to ensure timely approval and filing with the Town Clerk in accordance 

with the Open Meeting Law. The Clerk is authorized to sign all approved minutes 

of the Board.  

 

 

Section 5. Panel Members and Hearing Chair  
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In order to equitably distribute the caseload among members, the Boardôs Chair 

may appoint any regular or alternate member to sit on an application. The three 

regular and/or alternate members sitting on a case may elect a chair at their 

discretion from amo ng those members on the panel. At least one regular member 

shall sit on each case, unless prevented from serving due to a conflict or 

absence.  

 

 

Section 6. Special Alternates  

 

The Board of Appeals may from time to time require the assistance of additional 

members for public hearings, to provide special expertise or assist in meeting 

extraordinary time demands. Such members as may be appointed by the Board of 

Selectmen are welcome to participate in the regular business meetings of the 

Board and at the discre tion of other Board members present to provide comment on 

other matters.  

 

 

Section 7. Quorum  

 

A quorum shall consist of three regular and/or alternate members of the Board.  

 

 

Section 8. Hearings, Meetings, and Site Walks  

 

(a) Public Hearings and Meetings : Regu lar hearings and meetings shall be 

scheduled as necessary, but are usually held on the first and third 

Wednesday of the month, except in July and August, when the Board 

traditionally attempts to limit its scheduled meetings. Regular business 

meetings are u sually scheduled at 7:00 P.M. at the Norwell Town Hall with 

public hearings following at 7:30 P.M. in the Town Hall gym or other 

location, as set forth in the notice for the hearing. Special hearings and 

meetings may be called at any time to conduct the ne cessary business and 

duly advertised public hearings of the Board by the Chair, or Vice Chair, 

or a Regular member in the absence of the Chair. Notice of special 

hearings and meetings shall be mailed, posted, and/or published as 

required by law.  

 

(b) Site Walk s: The Board may also from time to time conduct site walks of 

property which is involved in applications before the Board. Site walks 

are not intended to be public meetings and are for informational purposes 

only. All applicants seeking any zoning relief m ay be asked to permit 

Board members or its consultants to enter onto their property at the 

discretion of the Board for the purposes of a site walk. In no event shall 

the Boardôs decision to request a site walk be construed as obligating the 

applicant or pr operty owner(s) as requiring other persons and abutters to 

be allowed on the applicant or property owner(s) property which such entry 

shall be at the discretion of the applicant or property owners(s).    

  

 

Section 9. Legal Record  

 

The Boardôs written decisions, meeting minutes, the application, and all 

correspondence and exhibits provided to the Board relating to the matter under 

consideration shall constitute the legal record of its proceedings.  
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Section 10. Policies and Advice  

 

(a)  Advice : Any statement, ad vice, opinion or information given by the 

Board of Appeals or any member thereof, or any statement, opinion or 

information given by any other official or employee of the Town shall not 

be binding on the Board in the proper exercise of its discretionary pow ers 

under the Zoning Bylaw or G.L. 40A or c. 40B, §§21 - 23.  

 

(b)  Informal Meetings : The Board of Appeals will not meet informally 

with applicants or their agents to give preliminary opinions or advice on 

applications which may be considered by the Board at a f uture time.  

 

(c)  Other : For other policies, regulations, or procedures refer to the 

Zoning Bylaw of the Town of Norwell, as legally adopted and amended from 

time to time; Chapters 40A and 40B of the General Laws; and the Town of 

Norwell Planning Board Rules a nd Regulations, as legally adopted and 

amended from time to time.  

 

 

 

 

Article C. PRE - APPLICATION PROCESS 
 

Section 1. Requirements by Application Type  
 

(a) All Applications, except Site Plan and Comprehensive Permit : Prior to 

submitting an appeal, application, or petition, the Applicant shall review 

the proposal and the proposed action, including all plans, specifications, 

and supporting documents, with the Inspector of Buildings or designee. It 

is also recommended that the Applicant review the proposal and prop osed 

action with the Town Planner, Conservation Agent, Health Agent, and such 

other federal, state, and local officials or agencies that have an 

interest therein. The Applicant shall commence all necessary application 

filings for such approvals as may be r equired forthwith.  

 

(b) Site Plan : In the case of Site Plan review, simultaneous application to 

the Planning Board is required in accordance with §1500 of the Zoning 

Bylaw.  It is the Applicantôs responsibility to: 

 

1. arrange for such meetings or public hearings as may be necessary 

with Planning Board, Design Review Board, Conservation Commission, 

Board of Health, and any and all other interested Town boards or 

commissions, and  

 

2. commence the application process for other necessary permits or 

approvals by state or  federal regulatory agencies, and  

 

3. provide the Board of Appeals with copies of any and all 

recommendations, comments, and approvals made by any such Board or 

regulatory agency, prior to and in the course of the Public Hearing.  

 

4. Failure to obtain necessar y approvals or recommendations of other 

interested boards, commissions, authorities, or agencies could 

result in delay of the public hearing and the decision process.  
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(c) Comprehensive Permit : See Articles H, I, and J for other rules relating 

specifically to Comprehensive Permit Applications, not detailed in 

Articles A - G herein. See also G.L. c. 40B,  §§21 - 23.  

 

 

Section 2. Other Approvals  

 

In order to expedite the public hearing process and to protect the public 

health, safety, and welfare of the Townôs residents, all  Applicants are urged to 

obtain necessary, comments, approvals, and/or sign - offs from the Board of Health 

and the Conservation Commission, prior to meeting with the Board of Appeals. As 

the Townôs general topography, wetlands, and soil conditions are generally 

considered to be unique within the local environs, a current wetlands 

delineation approval by the Norwell Conservation Commission or Conservation 

Agent certification that the property has no state or local jurisdictional 

wetlands, is a minimum requirement.  

Article D. APPLICATION PROCESS  
 

Section 1. Starting the Proceedings  

 

In order to seek a Variance, Special Permit, Site Plan Approval, or 

Comprehensive Permit, or file an appeal, the Applicant must provide evidence of 

proof of legal control of or interest in the property, which is the subject of 

the Application. Usual documentation includes a property deed, purchase option, 

purchase and sales agreement, lease or other sufficient document that 

establishes a property right or interest and authoriz ation.  

 

 

Section 2. Application Forms and Supporting Documents; Miscellaneous Forms; 

Filing Fee and Technical Review Escrow Schedule  

 

The following attached exhibits, as may be amended from time to time, include 

the Boardôs application forms and supporting document requirements, filing fee 

schedule, and escrow requirements, which are incorporated herein and made a part 

of these rules:  

 

EXHIBIT A: ZBA - 1, Application for Public Hearing  

EXHIBIT B: ZBA - 1A, Site Plan Review: Supplemental Information  

EXHIBIT C: Z BA- 1B, In - Law Apartment Affidavit  

EXHIBIT D: ZBA - 3, Comprehensive Permit Application   

EXHIBIT E: ZBA - 4, Public Hearing Continuance Agreement  

EXHIBIT F: ZBA - 6, ZBA Request for Information from the Applicant  

EXHIBIT G: Application Filing Fee and Technical Re view Escrow Schedule  

 

Section 3. Notice to Abutters  

 

(a) Abutters and abutters to the abutters within a three hundred foot (300') 

radius of the property lines of the subject property and all ñparties in 

interestò must receive the required statutory and regulatory notice, in 

accordance with the applicable provisions in General Laws, Chapters 40A, 

40B, and 41, prior to any public hearing held by the Board.  

 

(b) While current practice is to have the administrative assistant to the 

Board of Appeals receive a list of a butters from the Board of Assessors 

and complete a mailing to those parties as soon as practicable after the 
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receipt of an Application and the establishing of a hearing date, the 

final responsibility for ensuring that proper notice is given to all 

parties in interest rests with the Applicant.  

 

(c) Proper notice also includes notification to such abutters in any 

contiguous towns, if the property line of the property is within three 

hundred feet (300') of a town line. In cases where the subject property is 

withi n three hundred feet (300') of a town line, the Applicant shall 

obtain, at the Applicantôs expense, a list of abutters, certified by 

Office of Assessors from the contiguous town or towns, and such list shall 

be submitted as a required component of the comp leted Application packet.  

Section 4. Filing the Application  

 

It is the responsibility of the Applicant to submit a completed Application and 

to provide all of the required and supporting documentation. The Application 

shall set forth:  

 

(a) the facts of the ca se so that there shall be no ambiguity or uncertainty 

concerning the intent of the Applicant in seeking approval of the 

requested action.  

 

(b) the reason for the Application, the background or history of events 

leading to the request, why the Applicant is qua lified for the relief 

requested, including references to the relevant sections of the Zoning 

Bylaw; and  

 

(c) the names of the owners of the property, and, if the property is not owned 

by individuals, the name and address of all principals involved in the 

part icular matter so that each member of the Board can determine, prior to 

any hearing, if a potential conflict of interest exists.  

 

 

Section 5. Supplemental Information  

 

As delay  in submitting any documentation or supporting information required by 

the Board adversely impacts upon the ability of the Board of Appeals to act in a 

timely manner:  

 

(a) All supplemental information requiring  peer review  by a consultant to the 

Board shall be submitted by the Applicant a minimum of  fifteen (15) 

business  days in advance o f the scheduled hearing date or it will not be 

considered by the Board at that meeting . The Applicant shall submit the 

same number of copies of supplemental information as that required with 

submittal of the initial application.  

 

(b) Supplemental information not  requiring peer review  by the Board shall be 

submitted by the applicant a minimum of  five (5) business days in advance 

of the scheduled hearing date or, at the Boardôs sole discretion, such 

information may not be considered at that meeting.  The Applicant  shall 

submit the same number of copies of supplemental information as that 

required with submittal of the initial application.  

 

 

Section 6. Number of Copies  
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(a) For private residential property applications by owners, a minimum of nine 

(9) complete copies of  the Application with supporting and required 

documentation, including, without limiting the foregoing, all plans, 

hereinafter described, are required at the time the original Application 

and supporting and required documents are filed with and stamped by the 

office of the Town Clerk.  

 

(b) For commercial property and multi - family housing applications , requiring 

review by other Town officials or authorities, a minimum of fifteen (15) 

complete copies of the Application with supporting and required 

documentation,  including, without limiting the foregoing, all plans, 

hereinafter described, are required at the time the original Application 

and supporting and required documents are filed with and stamped by the 

office of the Town Clerk.  

 

(c) For Comprehensive Permit appl ications , a minimum of thirty (30) complete 

copies of the Application with supporting and required documentation, 

including, without limiting the foregoing, all plans, hereinafter 

described, are required at the time the original Application and 

supporting and required documents are filed with and stamped by the office 

of the Town Clerk.  

 

(d) Additional Application Copies: The Applicant shall provide such additional 

full and complete copies as may be required in the case of commercial site 

plan, special permit, variance, comprehensive permit, or other commercial 

application, if such Application requires action by other Town boards or 

agencies. It is the responsibility of the Applicant to provide the 

appropriate number of additional copies at the time the Applicat ion is 

filed with the Town Clerk or such application will not be considered as 

complete, which may result in delay in the public hearing or denial of the 

application due to incomplete information. The Applicant may obtain 

further guidance regarding the num ber of copies required for a specific 

application from the Building and Zoning Office or other interested 

federal, state, and local authorities having jurisdiction.  

 

 

Section 7. Application Filing Fees and Technical Review Escrow Funds  

 

(a) Filing Fee : When fi ling the Application, all applicants filing an 

application with the Board shall pay the filing fee in accordance with the 

Board of Appeals Application Filing Fee Schedule, attached hereto as 

EXHIBIT H and made a part hereof, at the time the Application is filed 

with the office of the Town Clerk. No Application is complete without 

receipt of the appropriate Application filing fee.  

 

(b) Escrow Funds : In the case of a Site Plan  or Comprehensive Permit  

application, any required Technical Review escrow funds are als o due and 

payable at the time an Application subject to such requirement, is filed 

with the Town Clerkôs office. 

 

 

(c) Site Plan Escrow : In the case of Site Plan applications, escrow funds are 

administered by the Planning Board and managed by the Town Planner,  so 

that all such funds shall be submitted to the Planning Board in accordance 

with its Rules and Regulations, and Fee Schedule governing such review. 
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See Article H, Site Plan Requirements, for additional information and 

requirements.  

 

(d) Comprehensive Permit  Escrow : Comprehensive Permit escrow funds are managed 

by an administrative assistant to the Board of Appeals. See Article J, 

Comprehensive Permits, for additional information and requirements.  

 

 

Article E. PRE - HEARING PROCESS 
 

Section 1. Notice, Hearings and Decision  

 

All appeals, applications and petitions to the Board of Appeals require both 

public and individual notice to the parties in interest, a public hearing, and a 

written Decision, in accordance with G.L. c. 40A. Public Hearings are held in 

accord ance with G.L. c. 40A, Section 11, at the Norwell Town Offices and are 

open to the public, as set forth in the Massachusetts Open Meeting Law.  

 

 

Section 2. Scheduling a Public Hearing before the Board of Appeals  

 

(a) It takes approximately 4 to 8 weeks to sch edule a public hearing, after 

submission of the completed petition, Application, or appeal, and such 

supporting plans and documentation as may be required (the Application 

package) to the Board of Appeals. In the case of a Comprehensive Permit 

(c. 40B) app lication, a public hearing shall be scheduled as required by 

law.  

 

(b) An Applicant shall review the completed Application package with the 

Inspector of Buildings/Zoning Enforcement Officer or designee before 

filing with the Town Clerk and scheduling a public hearing. Only the 

Office of Town Clerk can officially accept and stamp a petition, 

Application, or appeal. After an Application is officially stamped by and 

filed with the Town Clerk, the Applicant shall immediately deliver the 

requisite copies of such doc uments to the Board and other parties, as 

necessary. Incomplete applications may not be accepted and stamped by the 

Office of the Town Clerk or scheduled for public hearing by the Board. 

Failure to provide either all required information or a completed 

Application is sufficient grounds for denial of an Application by the 

Board.  

 

 

Section 3. Public Hearing and Decision Timelines  

 

(a) Appeals : All appeals, including denial of a sign permit by the Inspector 

of Buildings, issuance of a building permit, or other act ion, shall be 

filed within thirty (30) days of the date of such decision or order.  

 

(b) Variances : A public hearing shall be held within sixty - five (65) days of 

the filing date with the Town Clerk. The decision of the Board must be 

unanimous for approval and m ade within one hundred (100) days of the 

original filing with the Town Clerk (or within any extended time).  

(c) Special Permits and Section 6 Findings : A public hearing shall be held 

within sixty - five (65) days of the filing date with the Town Clerk. The 

decis ion of the Board must be unanimous for approval and made within 
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ninety (90) days of the original filing with the Town Clerk (or within any 

extended time).  

 

(d) Site Plan Approval/Modification : A public hearing shall be held within 

sixty - five (65) days of the f iling date with the Town Clerk. The approval 

must be by unanimous vote of the Board of Appeals and, if Site Plan 

Approval is the only action requested, it shall be rendered within ninety 

(90) days of filing, unless time is extended by mutual agreement betw een 

the Applicant and the Board.  

 

1. A copy of the approved Site Plan, duly reviewed by the Townôs 

consultant and endorsed by the Board, shall be filed with the Office 

of the Town Clerk within fifteen (15) days of such approval.  

 

2. However, at the close of th e public hearing, if the Applicantôs 

engineer is required to amend the filed plans in order to conform to 

the Boardôs approval, such plans shall be prepared forthwith and 

submitted to the Board for final review by the Townôs consultant, 

prior to such filin g.  

 

3. The Applicant shall grant in writing such reasonable time as may be 

necessary and mutually agreed upon by the Applicant and Board to 

complete review of such plans for compliance.  

 

4. In the event the Townôs consultant is unable to confirm such plans 

meet the conditions of the Boardôs approval, reopening of the public 

hearing or a new public hearing may be required.   

 

(e) Comprehensive Permit : A public hearing shall be held within thirty (30) 

days of the filing date of the Application with the Town Clerk. A hearing 

shall not extend beyond one hundred and eighty (180) days from the date of 

opening the public hearing, presuming that the Applicant has made timely 

submissions of materials in response to reasonable requests of the Board, 

except with the written co nsent of the Applicant. The Board shall render a 

decision within forty (40) days after termination of the public hearing, 

unless such time period is extended by written agreement of the Board and 

the Applicant. The Board shall file its decision within four teen (14) days 

in the office of the Town Clerk and forward a copy to the Applicant and 

the Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD), and to such 

other parties as may be required. In the event the Applicant does not 

provide or causes delay in providing information in response to reasonable 

requests of the Board, the Board may request a reasonable extension of the 

time frame set forth herein. Such extension shall be consistent with the 

length of delay caused by the failure to timely submit the r equested 

information. In setting the requested extension time, the Board may also 

consider any impact to the ability of Board members to attend further 

hearings. The Applicant shall not unreasonably withhold, delay, or 

condition its consent to any request for an extension caused by 

his/her/its delays in responding to information requests from the Board.  

Section 3. Public Notice and Notification to Parties in Interest  
 

(a) In accordance with provisions of G.L. c. 40A, §11, notice of a Public 

Hearing must be adve rtised by publication in The Patriot Ledger,  The 

Norwell Mariner,  or a newspaper of general circulation in the town once in 

each of two successive weeks, the first publication to be not less than 

fourteen days before the day of the hearing, and by posting such notice in 
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a conspicuous place in the Town Hall (by the Town Clerk) for a period of 

not less than fourteen days before the day of such hearing.  

 

(b) Notice must also be sent by mail, postage prepaid, to ñparties in 

interestò as defined in G.L.c.40A, Ä11. The cost of newspaper advertising 

is the obligation of the Applicant and is billed directly to the 

Applicant. All of the notice requirements set forth in §11, aforesaid, 

must be observed by the Applicant.  

 

 

Section 4: Zoning Bylaw and Documents Availabilit y; Town Website  
 

Copies of the Norwell Zoning Bylaw are available for viewing at the Norwell 

Public Library or the Building and Zoning Office. Official bylaw copies are 

available for purchase in paper and/or electronic format from the Office of the 

Town C lerk. All application forms are available at the Building and Zoning 

Office. Unofficial versions of the Norwell Zoning Bylaw, these rules and 

regulations, and other applications and documents can be viewed or downloaded at 

www.townofnorwell.net . Reasonable efforts shall be made to periodically update 

the website to maintain the most current versions of all bylaws, rules and 

regulations, and application forms on the website.  

 

 

Article F. PUBLIC HEARING PROCESS  
 

Section 1. Notice to Abutters  
 

While current practice is to have the administrative assistant to the Board of 

Appeals obtain a list of parties in interest from the Board of Assessors and 

complete a mailing to those parties as soon as practicable after the receipt of 

an Application and the establishing of a hearing date, the final responsibility 

for ensuring that proper notice is given to all parties in interest rests with 

the Applicant.  

 

 

Section 2. Hearing Procedure  
 

The first order of business at all hear ings before the Board of Appeals shall be 

a review of the Applicantôs Submission. (See Section 3 following.)  

 

 

Section 3. Applicantôs Submission 
 

The Applicantôs submission to the Board shall consist of a completed, dated, and 

signed Application that incl udes, but is not limited to, the following:  

(a) a complete listing and copies of all plans, specifications and other 

documents, data, and submissions, all individually identified by date, 

title, description for identification purposes, page numbers (1 of 6, 2 of 

6, etc.) and all other information reasonably necessary for identification 

purposes, to be considered by and used for project identification, scope 

and zoning relief purposes by the Board;  

 

(b) a complete listing of the zoning relief requested in the Applic ation;  

 

(c) the name and address of the owner of the property and the title reference 

for the current Deed to the property;  

 

http://www.townofnorwell.net/
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(d) the name and address of the Applicant and  the property owner, if someone 

other than the Applicant; and  

 

(e) the name and address of the at torney, if any, representing the Applicant.  

 

 

Section 4. Applicantôs Representatives and Presentation 
 

The Applicant and/or the Applicantôs designated representative shall present the 

matter set forth in the Application to the Board and be prepared to answ er 

questions from the Board. If the Applicant designates a representative to act on 

his or her behalf, the Applicant must, if the representative is not a member of 

the Massachusetts Bar or a registered professional whose stamp appears on plans 

filed with t he Application, provide written authorization to the Board of 

Appeals in advance of any appearance by that representative before the Board.  

 

 

Section 5. Examination by the Board  
 

Following the Applicantôs initial presentation, Board members shall have the 

opportunity at any time to ask questions or request such additional information 

as may be required in their opinion to properly consider the Application before 

the Board.  

 

 

Section 6. Submission of Evidence; Witnesses, Speakers, and Oaths  
 

(a) The Public Hear ing is part of a legal process. Any information provided to 

the Board must be true and accurate and shall be made under the full pains 

and penalties of perjury.  
 

(b) The Board, therefore, reserves the right to place under oath any and all 

witnesses or speaker s at its Public Hearings, at its sole discretion.  
 

 

Section 7. Proponents  
 

At the close of the Applicantôs presentation, all persons in support of the 

Application shall be given the opportunity to speak and introduce evidence in 

favor of the Application. P articipation by residents of the town interested in 

or concerned about the matter, is encouraged.  

Section 8. Opponents  

 

At the completion of the presentation in support of the Application, all persons 

not in support of the Application shall be given the op portunity to speak and 

introduce evidence in opposition to the Application. Participation by residents 

of the town interested in or concerned about the matter, is encouraged.  

 

 

Section 9. Interested and Concerned Citizens  

 

Participation by residents of the  town, who are interested in or concerned about 

the particular matter before the Board, is encouraged. All interested or 

concerned persons may, in this segment of the Hearing, be given the opportunity 

to speak, ask questions (through the Chair), and introd uce evidence.  

 

 

Section 10. Other Counsel or Representatives  
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The Board may request the name and address of counsel or representative 

appearing for any other party interested in the Application.  

 

 

Section 11. Reports  

 

Reports, comments, opinions, and recom mendations from the Planning Board, Board 

of Health, Conservation Commission, Design Review Board, the Building 

Department, and any other Town agents or officials , will be received and 

considered by the Board. Any information submitted in writing by the re spective 

officials may also be presented by that official or an authorized representative 

of that authority to the Board at the public hearing.  

 

 

Section 12. Rebuttals  

 

At the discretion of the Chair, those in support and in opposition (if there is 

any ne w fact or argument not previously raised) of the Application, may be given 

the opportunity to give rebuttals prior to close of the public hearing.  

 

 

Section 13. Briefs  

 

The Board will, at the close of the evidentiary portion of the hearing, accept 

briefs a nd suggested findings of fact and rulings of law (the Briefs) from any 

party, citizen or group. A minimum of five copies of all Briefs shall be 

required at the time of the filing of a Brief with the Board. One copy of the 

Brief shall be given to each membe r and alternate of the panel hearing the case. 

A copy of all Briefs filed shall be made available for inspection, review, and 

reference by any party, citizen, or group in the Zoning Office.  

Section 14. Decision  
 

The Board will either deliberate and decide the matter immediately or take the 

matter under consideration for deliberation and decision at another properly 

noticed public meeting of the Board. Such meeting will be announced for the 

benefit of all citizens present. The Board will render its decision within the 

time limits set forth in G.L. c. 40A or such time as may be mutually agreed by 

the Applicant and the Board. Such extension shall be requested in writing by the 

Applicant. A member of each panel or his or her designee shall write the 

decision for  each case heard by that panel, but the Board may accept at its sole 

discretion, a draft decision or draft conditions for reasonable consideration by 

the Board. In writing its decision, the Board may seek the advice of its 

consultant(s) or Town Counsel.  

 

 

Article G. ACTION BY THE BOARD  
 

Section 1. Voting Requirements  
 

The concurring vote of three members of the Board shall be required for any 

affirmative action taken by the Board of Appeals. The Board shall, in addition, 

set forth clearly the reason(s) that  form the basis for each decision.  

 

 

Section 2. Withdrawal  
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(a) An appeal, petition, or application may be withdrawn without prejudice by 

the petitioner prior to publication of the notice of a public hearing 

thereon. Such notice must be received in writing to the Board prior to the 

publication of the legal notice.  

 

(b) After the notice of the hearing, an application may be withdrawn without 

prejudice only by request in writing to the Board, and with the unanimous 

vote of the panel sitting in favor of such withdrawa l.  

 

(c) If the application is withdrawn after publication of the legal notice, the 

filing fee shall be forfeited.  

 

 

Section 3. False or Misleading Information  
 

If, during any hearing, it is determined that the Application was submitted with 

false or misleadi ng information, the Board may consider that fact in determining 

the credibility of the evidence submitted by the Applicant.  

 

 

Section 4. Court Appeals  
 

A decision of the Board of Appeals may be appealed to the appropriate Superior 

Court, District Court, Ho using Court, or Land Court within twenty (20) days 

after the filing of that written decision with the Town Clerkôs office, as 

provided in G. L. c. 40A, §17. In the case of a Comprehensive Permit, the 

Applicant may appeal to the Housing Appeals Committee (H AC) in accordance with 

G.L. c. 40B, §§20 ï 23, the regulations governing such Applications.  

 

 

Section 5. Recording of the Decision  

 

After receiving certification from the Town Clerk that no appeal has been taken 

within the twenty (20) day appeal period (or  if an appeal was filed and then 

dismissed or denied), the Applicant, or his or her agent, successor or assign, 

shall record (or register, if registered land) a certified copy of the Board's 

decision, at the Applicant's expense, with the Plymouth County Re gistry of Deeds 

(or Recorder of the Land Court, if registered land). A copy of the recorded 

Decision, together with a copy of the recording fee receipt, shall be returned 

to the Zoning Office for filing in the official file for the case. No action, 

includi ng the issuance of building or other permits, authorized by the Decision 

shall be taken until a copy of the recorded Decision, with recordation data set 

forth thereon, is filed with the Zoning Office and Building Department. In all 

instances, the Board of Appeals at its sole discretion reserves the right to 

record its decision in accordance with this section at the Applicantôs expense. 

 

 

Section 6. Repetitive Petitions  

 

Repetitive petitions for Special Permits, Appeals, and Petitions for Variances 

and Appli cations to the Board of Appeals shall be limited as provided in G.L. c. 

40A, §16.  

 

 

Section 7. Limitation on Approval/Extensions  
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If an Application is approved by the Board, all permits necessary for the 

commencement of the work shall be obtained, and cons truction shall be commenced 

within one year from the effective date of the Boardôs decision, unless, in the 

case of the granting of a special permit or other action, the Boardôs decision 

provides other limitations. The effective date of a decision will be suspended 

during the pendency of an appeal to a court of competent jurisdiction. (See 

Article A, General; Section 3(g), Time Extensions.)  

 

 

Section 8. Waiver of Requirements  

 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Board may, in its sole discretion, in public 

session waive any of the non - statutory provisions of this Article G, or may 

require additional information as it deems necessary.  

 

 

 

Article H. PROJECTS SUBJECT TO SITE PLAN REQUIREMENTS  
 

Section 1. Documentation Required   
 

(a) Norwell Planning Board Standard s : All site and property plans shall be 

drawn to conform to standards established by the Town of Norwell Planning 

Board. ( Scale 1ò = 40ô, except Locus Plan) ALL plans shall be dated and 

include a North Arrow, name, and address of the property owner and 

des igner, and certification of compliance with the Norwell Zoning Bylaw, 

with all exceptions noted on the plans.  

 

(b) Property Line Plans : ALL plot plans and site plans for property line 

determinations shall be based on an on - the - ground survey prepared by a 

Profe ssional Land Surveyor, licensed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; 

and referenced to USGS Datum and MassGrid. The licensed professional that 

prepared the original "plot" sheets shall affix a signed and stamped 

statement thereon, confirming that all surv eying conforms to Land Court 

Standards.  

 

(c) Stamped Plans : Wherever required, plans shall be stamped and signed by a 

Registered Professional Engineer and/or Registered Landscape Architect, 

licensed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. ALL architectural plans , 

for other than one -  and two - family residential developments, shall be 

prepared by a Registered Architect, licensed by the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts. Failure to comply at the time of submission with these 

requirements is grounds for denial of Site Pla n Approval for lack of 

sufficient information.   

 

(d) Plan Sheets  for a proposed project shall include the following, as 

appropriate:  

 

1. Existing Conditions  

2. Site Preparation/Demolition  

3. Erosion Control/Construction Plan  

4. Grading/Limit of Work  

5. Site Layout  

6. Utilities  

7. Drainage and Stormwater  
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8. Landscaping  

9. Details  

10. Site Constraints  

11. Site Improvements  

12. Architectural Drawings  

13. Post Development Operations and Maintenance Plan  

 

(e) Plan Information Requirements shall include, but not be limited, to the following: 

 

1. Locus plan  

2. Acreage,  including total upland area on subject property and total 

wetlands on subject property and wetlands within 100ô of each lot 

line, as required by the Norwell Zoning Bylaw  

3. Existing topography at two (2) foot intervals (Detailed topography 

at one - foot interv als with spot grades may be required for areas 

with less than 3% slopes.)  

4. Existing and proposed public monuments  

5. Lot Lines with Setback requirements  

6. All existing buildings and structures, whether public or private  

7. All easements, restrictions, rights - of - way, setbacks, or other 

constraints  

8. Existing conditions of the surrounding area to sufficiently 

determine the impact of the proposed project to the surrounding area  

9. Adjacent streets and ways, whether public or private  

10. Ownership and use of all abutting lots with Assessorsô map 

identification, including block and parcel numbers  

11. Zoning classifications and location of any zoning district 

boundaries including the Aquifer Protection and/or other Overlay 

District, Town Zoned 100 - year floodplain, wetland resource ar eas as 

determined by the Conservation Commission, zoned wetlands, and 100ô 

buffer zone within the locus of the plan.  

12. Dimensional regulations currently in effect shall also be listed 

including any conflicts.  

13. All landscape and screening features (such as fe nces, walls, 

planting areas and walks)  

14. Location and spacing of existing plant material, including existing 

tree lines. Include numbers, sizes, and types of plant materials and 

plants to be removed.  

15. Location of adjacent private water supplies and septic sys tems 

within one hundred feet (100ô) of the project property line. 

16. Distance to nearest Town well/water supply location [if within two 

thousand five hundred feet (2500ô). Indicate areas that are Zone II 

or III.  

17. Location, type, size and age of any underground  storage tanks  

18. 21E status  

19. Proposed roadways, driveway openings, loading and parking areas  

20. Proposed treatment of all ground surfaces (paving, gravel, grading, 

turf, etc.)  

21. Parking spaces, existing and proposed  

22. Service areas  

23. Location and results of soil, perm eability, percolation, and water 

table tests using the Department of Environmental Protection Soil 
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Evaluation procedures under Title V. Water table determinations by a 

Certified Soil Evaluator are required under all proposed drainage 

detention facilities, under all buildings, and adjacent to any road 

cuts greater than three feet (3ô). 

24. Documentation of curb cut approval meeting with MassHighway for site 

access approval on State highways  

25. All proposed topography at two (2) foot intervals (Detailed 

topography a t one - foot intervals with spot grades may be required 

for areas with less than 3% slopes.)  

26. All proposed buildings and structures, whether public or private  

27. Proposed easements and/or rights of ways, whether public or private  

28. Statement and certification on the plan by the Professional Engineer 

and/or Registered Landscape Architect certifying the Site Plan 

submitted complies with the Zoning Bylaw  

29. All facilities and lines for sewage, refuse and other waste 

disposal, and for surface water drainage, locations of  water lines 

and hydrants, electric, telephone, cable, gas, and other utilities, 

including all connections to street service, where applicable  

30. All proposed landscape and screening features (such as fences, 

walls, planting areas and walks) on lot  

31. Plant Lis t (Note: Wherever practicable, native species shall be used.) 

32. Location and spacing of proposed plant material, including tree 

lines  

33. Signs, both temporary and permanent, existing and proposed  

34. Walkways and sidewalks with materials to be used  

35. Open Space uses,  existing and proposed  

36. Snow removal storage areas  

37. Construction and Post - Development Operations and Maintenance Plans  

38. For new construction, a description of site preparation, erosion and 

sedimentation control measures, including location and 

specifications  of temporary and permanent measures. A schedule of 

operations indicating the starting and completion dates for each 

phase of construction shall accompany each plan.  

39. Proposed curbing type, location, and details  

40. Proposed street and site lighting and detail s, including type of 

fixture and wattage to conform to Dark Skies International standards  

41. Drainage calculations to comply with DEP stormwater management 

requirements, stamped by a Registered Professional Engineer licensed 

by the Commonwealth of Massachuset ts  

42. Calculations for all upland and wetland areas  

43. Parking and density calculations  

44. Building and open space calculations  

45. Impervious area calculations  

46. State soil series and USDA - NRCS drainage categories  

47. Proposed buildings and structures showing front, side an d rear 

elevations  

 

(f) Natural Resource Conservation: The Board suggests that all projects be designed to 

conserve energy, natural resources, and the environment; that all landscaping be designed to 

promote water conservation, use of native plant materials in naturalized settings, and 

minimize open lawn space areas; that the use of plant material requiring irrigation be 

discouraged; that all lighting design and fixtures comply with Dark Sky International 
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standards to minimize light pollution and conserve energy; and building design, machinery, 

equipment, appliances, fixtures, and the like incorporate Energy Star or other energy-

conservation technology or standards. 

 
(g) Stormwater Management : All submitted project plans shall comply with the 

Stormwater Management r equirements as set forth in Article I, Sections 1 

and 2, incorporated into this paragraph by reference.  

 

 

Section 2. Technical Review  

 

(a) Consultant Review : Application s ubmittals may be sent to an independent 

peer review engineer(s) or such other consultant( s) as may be required for 

technical review and assistance to the Board in order to adequately 

address public health, safety, and welfare, or other local concerns.  

 

(b) Escrow Requirements : Technical review of Site Plan Applications and 

associated escrow revie w requirements fall within the purview of the 

Norwell Planning Board with which the Applicant must simultaneously file 

an application and schedule a meeting in order to obtain comments and 

recommendations required to be made to the Board of Appeals. Additi onal 

information regarding this process can be obtained from the Town Planner, 

who can also arrange to schedule time for the Applicant to appear on the 

Planning Boardôs agenda.  

 

(c) Construction Monitoring : The Board may condition its decision to require 

moni toring of any and all aspects of construction to ensure that 

construction proceeds in accordance with its decision. Such monitoring 

shall be at the direction of the Board and at the expense of the 

Applicant, and subject to escrow requirements.  

 
 

Section 3 .  Performance Guarantees, As - Built Plans, Certificates of Occupancy  

 

(a) Performance Guarantees: The Board of Appeals may require the Applicant at its 

expense to procure and maintain such surety, performance bond(s), or other guarantees as it 

deems necessary to protect the interests of the Town of Norwell at any point in the 

construction of an approved project. All such guarantees must be in a form approved by 

Town Counsel. 

 

(b) Certificates of Occupancy: No certificate of occupancy shall be issued until such time 

as all conditions therefor of the Boardôs decision are met.  

 

(c) Interim and Final As-Built Plans, and Certifications: As-Built plans to ensure 

construction progress of the proposed project, as set forth in the plans approved by the Board 

of Appeals, are required and shall meet Town standards as set forth in the Norwell Planning 

Board Rules and Regulations, as may be amended from time to time, or as set forth 

elsewhere herein. All such As-Built plans and certifications are subject to the review and 

approval of the Boardôs consulting engineer. All As-built plans shall be prepared by a 

Professional Land Surveyor and Professional Engineer.  Plans shall included certifications 

that the plans comply with the approved plans stamped by the appropriate professionals. 

 

1. Interim As-Built Plans of the project shall be required: 

a. For any and all foundations, prior to issuance of a building permit; 
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b. For all access roadways, ways, and driveways to service the project, 

immediately after installation of the base layer of pavement, if required; 

c. Prior to issuance of any certificates of occupancy, to confirm 

substantial completion of all drainage, stormwater management facilities, 

wastewater facilities, utility mains and services, and such other infrastructure 

as may be required to service the project; or 

d. At the discretion of the Boardôs consulting engineer. 

 

2. Final As-Built Plans of the completed project shall include all information 

shown on the interim As-Built Plans. In addition, such plans shall show all 

buildings, setbacks, final grades, and roadway profiles, if applicable, and such other 

features to demonstrate completion of the project in accordance with the approved 

plans.   

 
 

Section 4. Site Plan Changes and Modifications  

 

Any proposed change to an approved Site Plan shall be su bmitted to the Board of 

Appeals for a determination whether in its sole judgment such change constitutes 

a significant modification that may require a new public hearing.  

 

 

Article I. STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS 
Applicable to All Site Plan Review an d Comprehensive Permit Applications  

 

Section 1. Requirements and Purpose  

 

(a) The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Stormwater 

Management  Requirements are applicable to all Site Plan Review 

Applications and to all Comprehensive Permit Applications filed under G.L. 

c. 40B, §§20 - 23.   

 

(b) The purpose of this section is to require that all future Comprehensive 

Permit projects and Site Plan Review projects conform to the performance 

standards of the Department of Environmental Protectionôs Stormwater 

Management Policy or best management practices, whichever is more 

stringent, as may be amended from time to time.   

 

(c) The DEP Regulations require that there shall be no net increase in runoff 

allowed post - construction for the 1, 2, 10, 25 and 100 - yea r 24 - hour storm 

and that a projectôs storm drainage capacity shall be designed and 

constructed to manage flooding during these same storm events. No design 

shall result in erosion, or on -  or off - site flooding for the 1, 2, 10, 25, 

and 100 - year 24 - hour stor m events.  The rainfall amounts used in the 

drainage analysis shall be based on the ñNortheast Regional Climate Center 

Atlas of Precipitation Extremes for the Northeastern United States and 

Southeast Canadaò (Cornell Rainfall). 

(d) Each proposed Site Plan and Comprehensive Permit (c. 40B) project shall be 

confirmed, prior to approval of the project, to be in conformance with DEP 

Regulations, as set forth below, so as to protect future residents of the 

project, nearby residents, adjacent roadways, wetlands, drin king water 

supplies, and ground water supplies from post - construction increases in 

flooding and pollution.  

 

 

Section 2. Documentation and Plans  
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(a)  Design Report : The proposed stormwater management system design 

shall be documented in a report submitted at th e time of application.  The 

report shall include all drainage calculations, proposed maintenance and 

operation requirements, and in the case of a homeownership project, 

provide a copy of the instrument(s) proposed to create an ownersô 

association, which sh all own and maintain the system, to allow the Board 

to evaluate the adequacy of the proposed design.  The DEP Stormwater 

Report Checklist shall be included in the submittal.  

 

(b)  Major Site Features : So that drainage calculations and impacts can 

be properly un derstood and evaluated, the plan shall depict the location 

of major site features, such as existing stone walls, fences, buildings 

and all buildings within 50ô of property limits; large trees, rock ridges 

and outcropping, bodies of water, natural waterways , the limits of all 

wetlands on and within 100 feet of the project; all streams, including 

perennial and intermittent streams and other water bodies, located on the 

property and within 200 feet of the project, as approved by the 

Conservation Commission or Department of Environmental Protection; flood 

plains located on the property and within 200 feet of the project; and all 

existing culverts and drains on the property and within 200 feet of the 

project.   

 

(c)  Staking : The proposed buildings, wastewater disposa l area, 

stormwater management areas, and the access way or driveway centerline 

shall be staked sufficiently for review of the location of proposed 

improvements.  All stakes shall be in place at the time of the Boardôs 

site visit.  Additional staking of oth er utilities, easements, and other 

areas may be required at the Boardôs discretion.   

 

(d)  NRCS Soils Classifications : The location of the general soil 

classification boundaries identified by the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service shall be provided. Any di fference in on - site soils testing from 

the NRCS mapping categories shall be noted on the plans and the divides 

limits of soil divides modified as appropriate.  

 

(e)  Soil evaluations, percolation tests, and permeability testing :  Soil 

test data shall be provided  for areas proposed for wastewater disposal 

systems or drainage.  Test locations shall be indicated on the plans and 

standard soil evaluation logs and percolation test forms provided.  A 

minimum of two soil tests including percolation or permeability tests  at 

the location of stormwater management systems shall be performed.  

Additional testing may be required for larger systems or where variable 

soil conditions and/or ledge is present.  Soil permeability testing may be 

required in infiltration systems. Soil  testing at a minimum of every 250 

feet along the roadway and at locations requested by the Board, in order 

to demonstrate suitable soils for roadway construction. Soil testing shall 

be witnessed or confirmed by the Boardôs technical consultant or an agent 

of the Board within thirty (30) days of the submission of a plan or such 

extension of time as the Board and Applicant may agree upon.  

 

(f)  Plan Information : The plan shall show the following information:  

 

1. Where access roadways are proposed, a profile and plan  shall be 

included.  On the profile plan the proposed centerline grades shall 

be depicted in bolded lines, all appropriately designated, and 
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showing grade elevations at every fifty (50) foot station, except on 

vertical curves where grade elevations shall b e shown at every 

twenty - five (25) foot station and at P.V.C. and P.V.T.  

2. Proposed system of drainage, including, but not limited to, swales, 

catch basins, manholes and proposed rim elevations, inverts and pipe 

sizes, and stormwater management systems such as detention or 

retention basins and under drains.  (See the General Rules and 

Regulations of the Norwell Permanent Drainage Committee in the Town 

By- Laws, which are printed in the Norwell General By - laws, as 

revised through November 1970, and any subseque nt revisions 

thereto.)  

 

(g)   Profile plans  of proposed access ways shall be drawn as follows:  

 

1. A horizontal scale of one inch (1") equals forty feet (40').  

2. A vertical scale of one inch (1") equals four feet (4').  

3. Existing centerline in fine solid black line.   

4. Existing right side line in fine dotted black line.  

5. Existing left, sideline in fine dashed black line.  

6. All existing intersecting walks and driveways.  

7. Elevations referred to NGVD or NAVD as established by the U.S. Coast 

and Geodetic Survey.  

8. Rates of gra dient (% slope) shown by figures for roadways and 

drainage.  

  

(h)  Calculations : It shall be demonstrated through a volume calculation 

that there shall be no net loss of soil materials from the site.  This 

calculation shall be set forth in a note on the post - co nstruction 

conditions sheet and shall be certified and signed and stamped by the 

professional engineer.  

 

(i)  Construction details and specifications  shall be shown on a separate 

sheet(s) as part of the submission and shall be certified and signed and 

stamped b y the professional engineer.  

 

 

Section 3. Drainage Specifications  

 

Every project shall conform to the following drainage requirements in order to 

satisfy all of the performance standards of the Department of Environmental 

Protectionsô stormwater management regulations, in order to prevent onsite and 

offsite flooding.  

 

 

Section 4. Drainage Design  

 

All drainage systems, including, but not limited to storm drains, culverts, 

swales, paved waterways, ditches, ponds, basins, check dams, drainage systems, 

and rela ted construction, grading and installation including, but not limited 

to, riprap, fore bays, catch basins, gutters, manholes, and drain pipes shall be 

designed, installed, maintained and replaced to provide adequate disposal of 

surface and subsurface water , including control of erosion, flooding, and 

standing water from or in the project and adjacent land.  All drainage systems 

shall adhere to the standards set forth below.  
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Section 5. General :  

 

(a) All drainage systems shall be designed to meet the performan ce standards 

of the DEP stormwater management regulations.  Drainage systems shall be 

designed to be consistent with ASCE technical references, as applicable.  

Hydrologic designs shall be based on NRCS TR55 and TR20 methodology.  

 

(b) The design of stormwater m anagement systems shall demonstrate no increase 

in runoff rate or flooding for the 1, 2, 10, 25, and 100 - year 24 - hour 

storm events.  Stormwater quality systems shall meet 80% TSS removal per 

DEP requirements. In the Aquifer Protection District, runoff shou ld be 

treated as if tributary to a critical area.  

 

 

Section 6. Data Submission  

 

The Applicant shall provide four copies of the following data to the Board to 

allow the Townôs engineering consultant to evaluate the proposed stormwater 

runoff designs:  

 

(a) Sub a rea delineation at a minimum scale of 1 inch = 100 feet.  A minimum 

scale of 1 inch = 40 feet shall be required for smaller sites or if plans 

are unclear at 1 inch = 100 feet.  

(b) The Sub area plan shall include any offsite area, which flows onto the 

site and shall include a downstream area to a defined control point(s).  

(c) Pre and post construction cover types shall be identified on the sub area 

plan.  

(d) Post construction site design shall be indicated on the post construction 

sub area plan.  

(e) The plan shall indicate conceptual proposed buildings, drives, grading, 

clearing limits, etc.  

(f) Test pit logs and test pit locations shall be provided.  The locations 

shall be shown on the plan.  

(g) Test pits shall be required at the location of stormwater management 

systems to determi ne seasonal high groundwater and soil type.  

(h) For infiltration systems permeability testing may be required.  

(i) All soil testing shall be performed by a responsible professional and 

witnessed by an agent of the Town.  

(j) NRCS soil types shall be identified on the s ub area plan.  

(k) Soil type divides shall be modified if appropriate based on actual field 

test data.  

(l) Pre and post development runoff flow paths and control points shall be 

indicated on the sub area plans.  

(m) Drainage reports shall be provided as follows:  

1. Reports  shall be bound and clearly present all assumptions used to 

develop the data together with final results.   

2. References used to develop the report and justify assumptions used 

shall be included in the report.  

3. Runoff hydrographs together with input data shall  be provided for 

both pre and post construction.  

4. Routing hydrographs with all structure data, (i.e., stage, storage, 

and discharge) shall be provided to justify the assumptions for 

structures.  
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5. A summary table indicating pre and post development peak discha rge 

rates and total volume of runoff at each control point and flood 

elevations as applicable shall be included in the report.  

6. TSS Form  

 

 

Section 7. Operations and Maintenance Plan  

 

Eight copies of the proposed Operations and Maintenance Plan for the propo sed 

stormwater drainage system shall be provided by the Applicant with the drainage 

report.  

 

 

Section 8. Minimum Design Criteria for Stormwater Basins  

 

The minimum design and construction requirements for stormwater basins shall be 

as follows:  

 

(a) Side slopes  for stormwater basins shall be constructed with 4:1 side 

slopes per ASCE Design and Construction of Urban Stormwater Management.  

(b) The top of the berm width shall be 15 feet per DEP requirements.  

(c) Clogging protection ï Trash grates per ASCE Design and Constr uction of 

Urban Stormwater Management shall be used and no outlet smaller than 2 

inches shall be used.  

(d) Maximum depth in a 2 - year storm event shall not exceed 2 feet.  

(e) Maximum depth in a 100 - year storm event shall not exceed 4 feet.  

(f) Berms shall be built into  natural landscape if possible and as much as 

possible.  

(g) Excavation shall be prohibited if the water table is within two feet of 

existing grade.  

(h) An interim as - built of drainage system, including basins, shall be 

completed prior to the sub - base for the roadw ay being laid.  

 

 

Section 9. Minimum Design Criteria for Drainage Pipes  

 

The minimum design and construction requirements for drainage pipes shall be as 

follows:  

 

(a) Cover shall be a minimum of 2.5 feet and have a maximum depth of 8 feet.  

(b) Slope shall have a mi nimum slope of 0.5% and not exceed a maximum of 15 

feet per second velocity.  

(c) Design Calculations: No surcharge in system shall be allowed.  

(d) Downstream system determination shall be made and reviewed and approved by 

the Townôs engineering consultant.  If the downstream system is inadequate 

to handle the proposed runoff or the existing runoff, the system shall be 

upgraded.  

(e) Minimum actual velocity in trunk lines shall be 2 feet per second.  

(f) Maximum actual velocity in pipes shall not exceed 12 feet per second.  

 

 

Section 10. Drainage Easements  

 

Easements for all surface and subsurface drainage structures shall be provided, 

as necessary, in a form acceptable to the Board and Town Counsel. Such easements 

shall be recorded prior to issuance of any building permit. If the proposed 
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project is for homeownership, any such easement is to ensure that individual 

unit owners shall properly maintain or allow proper maintenance, repair and 

replacement of said structures and shall run to a Homeowners Association. See 

Section 11 o f this Article.  

 

 

Section 11. Unit Ownership Projects Only: Homeowners Association Required to 

Own, Maintain, Repair and Replace Drainage Systems  

 

All requirements set forth in this section shall be memorialized in the 

Condominium Documents and the Master Deed and shall be the obligation of the 

Applicant until such time as these obligations and responsibilities are accepted 

by the activated Homeowners Association. If any drainage structures are to be 

installed, then the Homeowners Association documents shal l include, in addition 

to affordable housing and other requirements imposed by the Boardôs decision, 

the following minimum requirements:  

 

(a) Membership Shall Be Mandatory :  All owners of units within the project 

shall be required to be members as a condition of approval.  

(b) Ownership of Drainage Improvements :  The Homeowners Association shall be 

the owner of the drainage structures and shall hold all of the necessary 

easements and fees to all of the drainage structures, including detention 

basins or ponds, reten tion basins or ponds, combination 

detention/retention basins or ponds, catch basins, pipes, swales, berms, 

riprap, check dams, drainage catchment areas and other drainage structures 

and equipment and to all areas that must be used to access the drainage 

sy stems and equipment to effect maintenance, repairs and replacement.  

 

(c) Management of Drainage : The Homeowners Association shall be responsible 

for repairing, maintaining, and replacing the drainage systems within a 

project.  As a condition of approval of the  proposed project, the 

Homeowners Association, in the opinion of the Board, shall be sufficiently 

funded initially by the Applicant, and then require monthly or yearly 

funding by individual unit owners to allow for sufficient funding of 

initial and project ed repair, maintenance, and replacement costs.  

 

(d) Status Reports : The Homeowners Association shall be responsible for 

written notification to the individual unit owners twice per year to 

provide a report on the status of drainage funding, including: (1) the 

yearly cost of drainage maintenance and repairs for that calendar year; 

(2) the yearly cost of drainage maintenance and repairs projected for the 

following ten calendar years; and (3) the projected date for replacement 

of drainage systems and the projected  cost of same.  In addition, at the 

same time, the Homeowners Association shall write to the individual unit 

owners and remind the individual unit owners of any obligations that the 

owners may have to maintain drainage swales or berms or other structures 

l ocated on any individual lots, whether by periodic mowing or clean outs 

and by not planting trees and other landscaping in drainage swales.  

Individual unit owners shall also be instructed as to best management 

practices that require the access ways to be maintained in a clear, swept 

condition to avoid damage to drainage structures.  

 

 

Section 12. Other Requirements, including Installation, Gas and Sand Traps, 

Excavation and Gravel Removal  

 



65 

(a) Installation .  Installation of drainage shall be under the supervisi on of 

the Townôs engineering consultant.  Any and all drainage basins shall be 

constructed and an interim, surveyed as - built shall be provided and 

confirmed to be accurate and in accordance with the approved design before 

any building permits are issued.  

 

(b) Gas and Sand Traps .  Gas and sand traps shall be required to be 

constructed by the Applicant to prevent pollution of ponds, lakes, rivers, 

and/or streams, and the Townôs drinking water supply. 

 

(c) Excavation .  No excavation or removal of gravel, topsoil, or o ther matter 

shall take place except:  

1. Within the right of way for normal access way construction.  

2. For the digging of a cellar hole, water well, or trench for utility 

installation.  

3. Normal grading and filling around the units to beautify the land or 

to satisf y Board of Health requirements, and subject to the approval 

of this Board.  

 

(d) Gravel Removal Permit .  No gravel or other earth materials shall be 

removed from any site without a Gravel Removal Permit under Article XVI of 

the Town By - Laws, except as specified  in Article XVI.  

 

(e) Stormwater Management as a Component of the Proposed Project : All 

stormwater management requirements are but one of the many components of 

the overall Site Plan Review requirements set forth in Article H and of 

the overall Comprehensive P ermit requirements set forth in Article J of 

these Rules and shall be considered as such in the evaluation of any and 

all projects subject to these requirements.  

 

 

Article J. COMPREHENSIVE PERMITS, G.L. c. 40B §§ 21 - 23  
 

Section 1. Purpose and Context  

 

(a)  The rules and regulations in this Article J. establish 

procedures for applications to the Board of Appeals for Comprehensive 

Permits, under G.L. c. 40B, §§20 -  23, and its associated Regulations in 

760 CMR 56.00, as may be amended from time to time, and author ized 

therein.  

 

(b)  The purpose of that Act and these Rules is to 

facilitate the development of affordable housing in Massachusetts. In 

addition, the Boardôs general Rules and Regulations adopted under G.L. c. 

40A, apply to Comprehensive Permit applications. I n case of an 

inconsistency or conflict between those general Rules for conduct and this 

Article J., this Article J. shall govern.  

  

 

Section 2. Definitions  

 

(a)  Board means the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Town of Norwell, 

established under G.L. c. 40A §12.  
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(b)  Local Board means all local boards and officials, including, but not 

limited to: The Board of Health; Planning Board; Conservation Commission; 

Historical Commission; Design Review Board; Groundwater Protection; Lands 

& Natural Resources; Water Commission ers; Norwell Affordable Housing 

Partnership, Affordable Housing Trust; Norwell Housing Authority; Highway 

Surveyor/Director; Permanent Drainage Committee; Commission on 

Disabilities; Fire Department; Police Department; Inspector of Buildings 

and Zoning Enf orcement Officer; ADA Coordinator; Transportation 

Enhancement Committee; North River Commission; the Board of Selectmen; 

and/or any authorized agents or designees thereof.  

 

(c)  Limited Dividend Organization means any Applicant that (1) proposes 

to sponsor hous ing under G.L. c. 40B, §§20 - 23, and satisfies all of the 

following: (2) is not a public agency; (3) is eligible to receive a 

subsidy from a state or federal agency; and (4) agrees to limit the 

dividend on its actual invested equity to the maximum amount al lowed by 

the applicable statute or regulations governing the pertinent housing 

program. See Section 3 following.  

 

 

Section 3. Minimum Jurisdictional Requirements for Filing an Application  
 

The Applicant shall meet the following minimum jurisdictional requi rements of 

760 CMR 56.04(1) in order to be eligible to submit a Comprehensive Permit 

application to the Norwell Board of Appeals, specifically:  

 

(a)  the Applicant shall be a public agency, a non - profit organization, 

or a limited dividend organization, and  

 

(b)  the  project shall be fundable by a subsidizing agency under a low 

and moderate income housing subsidy program. The Project Eligibility 

Letter issued by the funding agency shall be included with the Application 

at the time it is filed. No Application shall be considered complete 

without that document, as the Board does not have jurisdictional authority 

without such evidence. The Board may review documentation to ensure that 

the applicable subsidizing agency has performed the due diligence required 

under 760 CMR  56.00, or amendments thereto, and  

 

(c)  the Applicant shall control the site and the means of access 

thereto. This documentation must adequately demonstrate that the Applicant 

possesses the necessary control over the site and the site access to 

develop the pro ject as proposed in the Application. Such Site Control 

shall include, but not be limited to, the following:  

 

1.  Proof of current ownership of any and all parcels that 

may constitute the proposed project site shall be provided by the 

Applicant, including certi fied copies of recorded deeds and/or 

certificates of title for all parcels pertaining to the proposed 

development, establishing clear and proper title, and means of 

access, if not otherwise owned, or  

 

2.  Valid copies of such Offer(s) to Purchase and/or 

Purcha se & Sale Agreement(s) and/or lease agreement(s) relating to 

any and all parcels that may constitute the proposed project site. 

The applicant shall provide certified copies of recorded deeds 

and/or certificates of title for all parcels pertaining to such 

Purchase & Sale Agreement(s) relating to the proposed development, 
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establishing clear and proper title, and means of access, if not 

otherwise owned, and  

3.  In all instances, if the proposed development includes 

more than one parcel of land, than the applicant shall be required 

to produce evidence satisfactory to the Board of Appeals as to the 

manner in which the proposed parcels shall be merged, showing any 

grants, easements, or other restrictions that may encumber or 

affect the proposed development or future u se of the land.   

 

4.  To comply with paragraph 3 above, prior to any land 

disturbance, the Applicant shall be required to provide a Plan of 

Land drawn from an on - the - ground boundary survey showing metes and 

bounds, prepared, stamped, and signed by a Registere d Land 

Surveyor, licensed in the Commonwealth. Such plan shall be approved 

by the Planning Board, if required, and recorded at the Plymouth 

County Registry of Deeds or Land Court, as appropriate. In no 

instance shall any building permit be issued without e vidence 

thereof.  

 

 

Section 4. Elements of the Complete Application  

 

Further, as listed in 760 CMR 56.05(2), the Applicant shall provide the 

following supporting information and documentation delineated herein:  

 

(a) Preliminary Site Development Plans  showing th e locations and outlines of 

proposed buildings; the proposed locations, general dimensions and 

materials for streets, drives, parking areas, walks and paved areas; and 

proposed landscaping improvements and open areas within the site; as well 

as buildings o n all abutting property to the proposed development, 

including abutters separated by a public way. Every project shall be 

designed to meet the performance standards of the Department of 

Environmental Protection's Stormwater Management Regulations.  There s hall 

be no net increase in runoff allowed and the storm drainage capacity shall 

be designed to handle two - year through 100 - year storm events without 

creating a net increase in runon or runoff. See Article I, Stormwater, 

herein.  

 

(b) Existing Site Conditions Pl an with Narrative Report : A report on existing 

site conditions and a summary of conditions in the surrounding areas, 

including but not limited to existing topography and geographic features, 

such as wetlands, soil types, groundwater elevations, ledge, boul ders, 

flood zones, zoning district lines, zoning overlay districts, easements, 

rights - of - way, encumbrances, limitation or any other natural or imposed 

restriction or constraint that may affect the proposed construction or 

site development; the location and  nature of existing buildings, existing 

street elevations, traffic patterns, and character of open areas, if any, 

in the neighborhood.    

 

(c) Preliminary, Scaled, Architectural Drawings :   For each building, the 

drawings shall be prepared by a registered archit ect, and shall include 

typical dimensioned floor plans, typical elevations referenced to actual 

site elevations with ground grade, floor elevation and top of building 

elevations, and sections, and shall identify construction type and 

exterior finishes; All  architectural drawings shall be coordinated with 

the Site Development Plans of the proposed project. If there is any 

discrepancy or inconsistency between the Site Development Plans and the 
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Architectural Drawings submitted as respects number of units, size  of 

units, number of rooms or other quantitative irregularities that the Board 

of Appeals at its sole discretion may consider significant, the 

application may be considered incomplete until any such discrepancy is 

resolved.  

 

(d) Tabulations of Proposed Buildin gs by type, size (number of bedrooms, floor 

area) and ground coverage, and a summary showing the ground area and 

percentage of the tract to be occupied by buildings, by parking, and other 

paved vehicular areas, wetlands and upland area, and by open areas; Any 

and all rooms that may be used as a bedroom, including but not limited to 

studies, offices, dens or any other room not intended for use as a kitchen 

or living room (limited to one each), or bathroom(s), shall be counted as 

a bedroom for the purpose of this Tabulation. Any room that is larger than 

would normally be anticipated in a dwelling unit of the size proposed or 

that could reasonably be subdivided into a separate usable living space 

shall also be counted as a bedroom for the purposes of such Tabul ation.  

 

(e) Preliminary Subdivision Plan , where a subdivision of land is involved;  

 

(f) Preliminary Utilities Plan  showing the proposed location and types of all 

public utilities, including, but not limited to, sewage, drainage, 

electrical, cable, telephone, gas,  and water facilities, including 

hydrants;  

 

(g) Stormwater Management : All submitted project plans shall comply with the 

Stormwater Management requirements as set forth in Article I, Sections 1 

and 2, incorporated into this paragraph by reference.  

 

(h) Waivers : T he Applicant shall provide a list of requested exceptions to 

local requirements and regulations, including local codes, ordinances, 

bylaws, rules, or regulations. See also Section 8 of this Article J.  

 

(i) Pro Forma : The Board may request to review a Pro Forma  detailing the 

projected costs and revenues of the proposed project in accordance with 

the regulations promulgated by DHCD under 760 CMR 56.05(6). A complete 

pro - forma  shall detail the projected costs and revenues of the proposed 

project and provide an exp lanation of all assumptions and the basis and 

sources for the projections  made in the pro forma . Subject to the final 

approval of the subsidizing agency, the Applicant shall limit its costs to 

actual investment in the property. Acquisition costs shown in t he pro -

forma shall be limited to the lesser of the existing, as - is, fair market 

value of the property (i.e. the value under existing Bylaws and 

regulations without the benefit of waivers or variances) or the amount of 

last armôs length sale (with all reasonable and demonstrable carrying 

costs), whichever is less. Additionally, the Applicant shall fully 

disclose any costs ascribed to related entities. Profits generated by any 

related entities in the development of any aspect of the project shall not 

be allow able as project costs. Any delay or period of time required by the 

Applicant to prepare this documentation for submission to the Board shall 

not be counted against the Board in meeting its obligations to file a 

timely decision. See also Section 8 of this A rticle J.  

 

(j) Other Applications and Submissions : The Applicant shall provide a complete 

copy of any and all materials, plans, and applications submitted by the 

Applicant to any prospect subsidizing agency or source or other authority 

having jurisdiction in t his proposed project, including, but not limited 
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to applications for site approval or project eligibility, groundwater 

discharge permit, or other permits or approvals necessary to its 

construction.  

 

(k) Permits, Approvals, and Grants : The Applicant shall prov ide forthwith, 

upon receipt, copies of any approvals, permits, or grants necessary to 

construct this proposed project, as may be granted by any authority having 

jurisdiction therefor.  

 

(l) Development and Marketing Team : The Applicant shall provide a list of e ach 

member of the development and marketing team, including all contractors 

and subcontractors, to the extent known at the time of Application. The 

Applicant shall also be required to disclose its relationship to all such 

entities.  

 

(m) Prior Development Proje cts : The Applicant shall provide a list of all 

prior development projects completed by the Applicant with a brief 

description of each.  

 

 

Section 5. Town Authority and Departmental Review; Application Copies  

 

(a) As required by 760 CMR 56.05(3), within seven da ys of receiving a complete 

application, the Board shall notify each Local Board of its receipt by 

sending a copy of the submitted Application with a list of waivers of 

local rules and regulations requested by the Applicant.  

 

(b) At the same time, the Board sh all invite each Local Board to review the 

Application and provide its written comments on any local concerns that 

relate to its powers and authority or such other concerns it may have 

relating to waivers, requested by the Applicant or, which in the opinion  

of the Local Board, may otherwise be required to construct the project as 

proposed.  

 

(c) In order to allow timely review, the Applicant shall provide a minimum of 

thirty (30) copies of the complete Application and such additional copies 

as may be required fo r review by boards, officials, and departments. In 

addition, for copying purposes, the Applicant shall provide one unbound 

copy of the Application with an 11ò x 17ò or smaller sized copy of all 

plans (with match lines).  

 

 

Section 6. Application Filing Fees  

 

As permitted by 760 CMR 56.05(2), the Board may require the payment of a 

reasonable filing fee with the application, if consistent with subdivision, 

cluster zoning, and other fees reasonably assessed by the municipality for costs 

designed to defray the d irect costs of processing applications, and taking into 

consideration the statutory goal of   G.L. c.40B, §§20 - 23, to encourage 

affordable housing development. See Exhibit H, Application Filing Fee and 

Technical Review Escrow Schedule .  

 

 

Section 7. Technic al Review; Escrow; Consultant Selection and Appeal  

 

(a)  Technical Review Escrow :  The escrow for technical review fees is 

intended to cover the Townôs cost of hiring outside consultants, including 
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but not limited to engineers, landscape architects, architects,  

specialized legal counsel not usually required, financial, real estate, 

and/or other professionals to review the project.  

 

1.  Escrow Deposit : The initial escrow deposit amount 

required to be paid by the Applicant for a Comprehensive Permit 

shall be $30,000. 00.  

2.  Escrow Replenishment : Whenever the account falls below 

50% of the requirement set by the Board, the applicant shall 

deposit an additional amount sufficient to return the account to 

the required level. Any unexpended monies in the escrow account may 

be returned to the applicant only after all obligations are 

satisfied.  

3.  Escrow Adjustments : However, at the sole discretion of 

the Board, if circumstances warrant, the initial escrow deposit and 

replenishment schedule may be adjusted for good cause by majori ty 

vote of the Board. Such request shall be made by the Applicant in 

writing and shall be considered at the same time the Board chooses 

its technical review consultant.  

 

(b)  Noncompliance with Escrow Requirements : If necessary, the Board at its 

sole discretion  may suspend the Public Hearing until such time as the 

escrow requirement is met. However, failure of an Applicant to meet and 

pay a peer review fee in a timely fashion shall be grounds for denial of 

the Comprehensive Permit Application.  

 

(c)  Technical Review :  In hiring outside consultants, the Board may engage 

engineers, scientists, financial analysts, special counsel, planners, 

urban designers or other appropriate professionals to assist the Board in 

analyzing a project to ensure compliance with all relevant laws, bylaws, 

and regulations. Such assistance may include, but not be limited to, 

analyzing an Application, monitoring or inspecting a project or site for 

compliance with the Boardôs decision or regulations, or inspecting a 

project during construction or implementation.  
 

(d)  Technical Review Consultant Selection: All Professional Engineers, Land 

Surveyors, Landscape Architects, and other similar professionals shall 

hold a valid license issued by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Technical Review Consultants engaged on behalf of the Town of Norwell 

shall be paid from Technical Review Escrow funds furnished by the 

Applicant. Such consultants shall be chosen in accordance with applicable 

provisions of G.L. c. 30B, §§1 - 19 and c. 44, §53G, as required.  

(e)  Appeal of T echnical Review Consultant Selection : An Applicant may 

appeal the selection of the outside consultant to the Board of Selectmen.  

 

1. Such appeal must be made in writing and may be taken only 

within twenty (20) days of the Boardôs vote at a public meeting at 

which the Applicant or its representative is present or after the 

Board has mailed or hand - delivered notice to the Applicant of the 

selection.  

 

2. The grounds for such an appeal shall be limited to claims that 

the consultant selected has a conflict of intere st or does not 

possess the minimum required qualifications. The minimum 

qualifications shall consist either of an educational degree in, or 

related to, the field at issue or three or more years of practice 

in the field at issue or a related field.  
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3. The re quired time limit for acting upon an Application by the 

Board shall be extended by the duration of the administrative 

appeal.  

 

4. In the event that no decision is made by the Board of 

Selectmen within twenty (20) business days following the filing of 

the app eal, the selection made by the Board shall be final.  

 

(f)  Escrow Accounting : Funds received by the Board pursuant to this section 

shall be deposited with the municipal treasurer who shall establish a 

special account for this purpose, consistent with the terms and 

provisions of G.L. c. 44, §53G. Expenditures from this special account 

may be made at the direction of the Board without further 

appropriation. Expenditures from this special account shall be made 

only for services rendered in connection with a specifi c project or 

projects for which a project review fee has been or will be collected 

from the Applicant.  

 

(g)  Refund of Unused Escrow : At the completion of the Boardôs review of a 

project, any excess amount in the account attributable to a specific 

project shal l be repaid to the Applicant or the Applicantôs successor 

in interest. A final report of said account shall be made available to 

the Applicant or Applicantôs successor in interest. For the purpose of 

this paragraph, any person or entity claiming to be an A pplicantôs 

successor in interest shall provide the Board with documentation 

establishing such succession in interest.  

 

 

Section 8. Review of any Conditions claimed by the Applicant to be Uneconomic: 

Pro Forma and Escrow Requirements  

 

(a) It shall be the Applic antôs burden to demonstrate to the satisfaction 

of the Board that the waiver of any particular local regulation, bylaw, 

or ordinance is necessary in order to maintain the projectôs economic 

viability. There shall be a presumption that the waiver of any loc al 

bylaw, ordinance, or regulation will adversely affect local concerns.  

(b) In order to assist the Board in the determination of whether or not any 

proposed conditions will render the project uneconomic, as required 

under G.L. c. 40B, §§20 ï23, the Applicatio n fee shall include an 

additional $5,000 for the retention of an financial expert and 

engineers or other consultants to assist the Board. The Board, in its 

sole and unfettered discretion, may waive any or all of the additional 

fees if it is determined that  a financial review or other review is not 

necessary or the fees otherwise paid are sufficient to cover the cost 

of said financial review.  

 

 

Section 9. Public Hearing and Decision  

 

(a)  The Board shall hold a public hearing on the Application within 

thirty (30 ) days of its receipt. It may request the appearance at any 

hearing of such representatives of local officials as it considers 

necessary or helpful in reviewing the Application. In making its decision, 

the Board shall take into consideration the recommenda tions of local 

officials.  
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(b)  The Board shall render a decision, based on a unanimous vote of the 

Board, within forty (40) days after termination of the public hearing, 

unless such time period is extended by written agreement of the Board and 

the Applicant. T he hearing is deemed terminated when all public testimony 

has been received and all information reasonably requested by the Board, 

including such requirements as may be set forth in the Project Eligibility 

Letter of the subsidizing agency, has been receive d, subsequently reviewed 

by its consultant, and those results discussed at a public hearing without 

further questions being raised.  

 

(c)  As provided in 760 CMR 56.05(8)(a), the Board shall file its 

decision within fourteen (14) days of its vote with the offic e of the Town 

Clerk, forward a copy to the Applicant or its designated representative, 

and to the Department of Housing and Community Development.  

 

 

Section 10. Changes in the Application  

 

(a)  In the event that, during the public hearing, the Applicant propose s 

any change in its Application or project plans, which, in the Boardôs 

discretion, constitutes a material or substantial change to the project, 

the Applicant shall provide a new Project Eligibility Letter from the 

subsidizing agency.  

 

(b)  In the event of mate rial or substantial changes, the Board may 

request, and the Applicant shall provide, any and all information 

specified in Article J, Section 4, hereof deemed by the Board to be 

necessary to evaluate such changes.  

 

(c)  In the event of a material or substantial change, any and all plans 

and supporting information shall be provided to all of the local entities 

identified in Article J, Section 5, above.  

 

(d)  If the Applicant submits a revised plan for the Boardôs 

consideration, and said plan is the plan that is the sub ject of the 

Boardôs hearing and deliberation, then the Application shall be deemed to 

be revised, subject to the foregoing provisions.  

 

 

Section 11. Appeals  

 

(a)  If the Board approves the Comprehensive Permit, any person aggrieved 

may appeal within the time pe riod and to the court provided in G.L. c. 

40A, §17.  

 

(b)  If the Board denies the Comprehensive Permit or approves the permit 

with conditions or requirements considered by the Applicant to be 

unacceptable, the Applicant may appeal to the Housing Appeals Committ ee as 

provided in G.L. c. 40B, §§21 - 23, and 760 CMR 56.00, and any revisions 

thereto.  

 

 

Section 12. Other Provisions  
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(a) Ground Disturbance and Commence of Construction:  In no event shall any site work 

preparation or other on-site construction work commence until such time as the Board of 

Appeals has reviewed and approved final construction plans for consistency with the original 

decision and notified the Applicant thereof in writing. The Applicant shall provide an 

adequate number of approved plan copies, signed by the Board of Appeals, for distribution 

to the Norwell Building Inspector and such other Local Boards as may require an approved 

final plan copy. For homeownership projects, it is a further requirement that all condominium 

and affordable housing documents be filed with and approved by the Board of Appeals (1) 

prior to land disturbance, and (2) issuance of any building permit. 

 

(b) Issuance of Building Permit(s): No building permit shall be issued until such time as 

the Applicant is in compliance with the Conditions of the Comprehensive Permit Decision 

and these Rules and Regulations, as may be amended from time to time by the Norwell 

Board of Appeals. 

 

(c) Terms and Conditions of the Comprehensive Permit: Any Comprehensive Permit 

issued with or without Conditions specific to the proposed project, sited in whole or in part 

within the Town of Norwell, shall be valid only for the Applicant to which it has been issued. 

No Comprehensive Permit approved by the Norwell Board of Appeals may be assigned or 

transferred to any other party or entity without its expressed written approval that shall not be 

unreasonably withheld. An approved Comprehensive Permit, and any extension, 

modification or renewal thereof, shall take effect only at such time as the Boardôs Decision 

and approved final plans have been recorded at the Plymouth County Registry of Deeds or 

the Land Court. However, the date of such filing will not change the expiration date of the 

Boardôs decision. 

 

(d) Project Modification : Any change in plans or in the scope of the project for which a 

Comprehensive Permit has been issued shall be submitted to the Board of Appeals, which 

shall, at its sole discretion determine  whether such change at its sole discretion constitutes a 

significant modification that may require a new public hearing. 

 

(e) Performance Guarantees: The Board of Appeals may require the developer at its 

expense to procure and maintain such surety, performance bond(s), or other guarantees as it 

deems necessary to protect the interests of the Town of Norwell at any point in the 

construction of an approved project. All such guarantees must be in a form approved by 

Town Counsel. 

 

(f) Certificates of Occupancy: No certificate of occupancy shall be issued until such time 

as all conditions of the decision therefor are met. Certificates of occupancy shall be issued so 

that no more than three market-rate units are permitted for every affordable unit so permitted. 

 

(g) Interim and Final As-Built Plans, and Certifications: As-Built plans to ensure 

construction progress of the proposed project, as set forth in the plans approved by the Board 

of Appeals, are required and shall meet Town standards as set forth in the Norwell Planning 

Board Rules and Regulations, as may be amended from time to time, or as set forth 

elsewhere herein. All such As-Built plans and certifications are subject to the review and 

approval of the Boardôs consulting engineer. All As-built plans shall be prepared by a 

Professional Land Surveyor and Professional Engineer.  Plans shall included certifications 

that the plans comply with the approved plans stamped by the appropriate professionals. 

 

(h) Interim As -Built Plans of the project shall be required: 
 

1. For any and all foundations, prior to issuance of a building 

permit;  
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2. For all access roadways, ways, and driveways to service the 

project, immediately after installation of the base layer of 

pavement;  

 

3. Prior to issuance of any certificates of occupancy, to confirm 

substantial completion of all drainage, stormwater management 

facilities, wastewater facilities, utility m ains and services, and 

such other infrastructure as may be required to service the 

project; or  

 

4. At the discretion of the Boardôs consulting engineer. 

 

(i) Final As-Built Plans of the completed project shall include all information shown on the 

interim As-Built Plans. In addition, such plans shall show all buildings, setbacks, final 

grades, and roadway profiles, if applicable, and such other features to demonstrate 

completion of the project in accordance with the approved plans. 
 

(j)  Monitoring of Affordability : The Board of Appeals shall reserve the right to appoint a 

local affordable housing authority or agency for monitoring of affordability requirements.   

 

 

Article K. SEVERABILITY  
 

If any provision of these Rules and Regulations is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, 

such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of the remaining 

portions of these Rules and Regulations, it being hereby expressly declared that these Rules and 

Regulations and each provision thereof would have been adopted irrespective of the fact that any one 

or more other provisions be declared invalid or unconstitutional. Further, if any provision of these 

Rules and Regulations is for any reason held to be in excess of the authority of the Board of Appeals, 

such provision shall not affect any other part of these Rules and Regulations. 
At a special meeting of the Board of Appeals, held at 7:15 PM on Tuesday, 

22 July 2008, at the Norwell Town Hall, duly notice in accordance with 

the Open M eeting Law, all regular and alternate members of the Board 

present, upon a motion duly made and seconded, unanimously,  

 

VOTED: To adopt the above rules, entitled: ñRules and Regulations and 

General Information,ò Pages 1 through 40 inclusive with Exhibits A 

through H in 17 pages following incorporated herein by reference, in 

accordance with G.L. c. 40A, §12, effective 22 July 2008, and direct that 

a copy shall be immediately filed with the Town Clerk.  

 

 

Norwell Board of Appeals  

 

 

 

__________________________ _____________________________  

Lois S. Barbour  

 

 

_______________________________________________________  

Philip Y. Brown  

 

 

_______________________________________________________  
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David Lee Turner  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A TRUE COPY,  

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

By: ___________________________ ________  

Town Clerk  

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMISSION  

(ATM 5/13/2002 ï ARTICLE 31)  

 

1. Establishment 

There is hereby established a Community Preservation Committee, consisting of nine (9) voting 

members pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44B.  The composition of the Committee, the appointment 

authority and the term of office for the Committee members shall be as follows: 

One (1) member of the Conservation Commission as designated by the Commission for a 

term of three (3) years; 

  One (1) member of the Historical Commission as designated by the Commission for a term 

of three (3) years;    

One (1) member of the Planning Board as designated by the Board for a term of three (3) 

years; 

One (1) member of the Recreation Commission as designated by the Commission for a 

term of three (3) years; 
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One (1) member of the Housing Authority as designated by the Authority for a term of 

three (3) years; 

One (1) member of the Board of Assessors as designated by the Board for a term of three 

(3) years; 

Three  (3) members to be appointed by the Board of Selectmen:  one (1) member to be 

appointed for a term of one (1) year and thereafter for a term of three (3) years;  one (1) member to 

be appointed for a two (2) year term and thereafter for a term of three (3) years; and one (1) 

member to be appointed for a term of three (3) years. 

Should any of the Commissions, Boards, Authorities or Committees who have appointment authority 

under this section of the Bylaw be no longer in existence for whatever reason or for what ever reason 

fail to appoint an individual to the committee, the appointment authority for that Commission, Board, 

Authority or Committee shall become the responsibility of the Board of Selectmen. 

2. Duties 

1) The Community Preservation Committee shall study the needs, possibilities and resources of 

the Town regarding community preservation.  The Committee shall consult with existing 

municipal boards, including the Conservation Commission, the Historical Commission, 

Planning Board, the Recreation Commission and the Housing Authority, or persons acting in 

those capacities or performing like duties, in conducting such studies.  As part of its study, 

the Committee shall hold one or more public informational hearing(s) on the needs, 

possibilities and resources of the Town regarding community preservation possibilities and 

resources, notice of which shall be posted publicly and published for each of two (2) weeks 

preceding a hearing in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town.   

2) The Community Preservation Committee shall make recommendations to the Town Meeting 

for the acquisition, creation and preservation of open space, for the acquisition and 

preservation of historic resources, for the acquisition, creation and preservation of land for 

recreational use, for the creation, preservation and support of community housing and for 

rehabilitation or restoration of such open space, historic resources, land for recreational use 

and community housing that is acquired or created as provided in this section.  With respect 

to community housing, the Community Preservation Committee shall recommend, wherever 

possible, the reuse of existing buildings or construction of new buildings on previously 

developed sites. 

3) The Community Preservation Committee may include in its recommendation to the Town 

Meeting a recommendation to set aside for later spending funds for specific purposes that are 

consistent with community preservation but for which sufficient revenues are not then 

available in the Community Preservation Fund to accomplish that specific purpose or to set 

aside for later spending funds for general purposes that are consistent with community 

preservation. 

3. Requirement for a Quorum and Cost Estimates 

The Community Preservation Committee shall not meet or conduct business without the presence of a 

quorum.  A majority of the members of the Community Preservation Committee shall constitute a 

quorum.  The Community Preservation Committee shall approve its actions by majority vote.  

Recommendations to the Town Meeting shall include their anticipated costs.   

4.    Amendments 

This section of the Bylaw may be amended from time to time by a majority vote of the Town Meeting, 

provided that the amendments would not cause a conflict to occur with M.G.L. Chapter 44B.   
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5.    Severability 

In case any section, paragraph or part of this section of the Bylaw be, for any reason, declared invalid 

or unconstitutional by any court of last resort, every other section, paragraph or part shall continue in 

full force and effect. 

6. Effective Date 

Each appointing authority shall have ten (10) days, after the approved Bylaw is posted or published by 

the Town Clerk in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 40, Section 32, to make their initial appointments.  

Should any appointing authority fail to make their appointment within that allotted time, the Selectmen 

shall make the appointment. 
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NORWELL CONSERVATION COMMISSION  

 

 

 

SEE ARTICLE XVI -A 

AT REAR OF THIS BOOK  

 

 

NORWELL WETLAND BYLAW
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DESIGN REVIEW BOARD  

 

 

Design Review Board was established by vote of the March 15, 1977 Annual Town Meeting and is 

charged with the following duties: 

 

To review the plans concerning the quality of design relative to construction, site development, 

landscaping, and signs for all new or substantially altered buildings of the types and/or within the 

districts hereinafter specified.  The criteria to be applied are those specified in Section 3B. 

 

The Board shall complete their review within the Review Period specified in Section 4B and upon 

completion of their review, the Board shall issue a non-binding recommendatory opinion for the 

approval or disapproval of said plans to the appropriate Town Boards, Committees or Officials.  In the 

event of a recommendation to disapprove, the Board shall specify their reasons for disapproval. 

 

1.    MEMBERSHIP 

 

 A.  The Design Review Board ("the Board") shall consist of five (5) members each appointed 

by the Board of Selectmen for a three year term.  All members of the Board shall have experience in 

the professions or trades of architecture, landscape architecture, planning, design, engineering, 

construction, or other relevant experience.  Preferably one member of the Board shall be appointed 

from the Norwell business community at large and one member from the Norwell Chamber of 

Commerce.  Non-voting associate members may be appointed at the discretion of the Board.  The 

Board shall elect annually a Chairman, Vice Chairman, Clerk and such other officers as required. 

 

2.    TYPES OF SITES AND PROPERTIES 

 

 A.  All commercial, industrial, public and institutional sites and buildings which are to be 

constructed or substantially altered shall be subject to review by the Design Review Board, regardless 

of their location in the Town.  In no case shall any site or building intended exclusively for the use as a 

single-family residence be subject to review by the Board. 

 

 B.  All sites and buildings, except those for single-family residences, 

 located in the following districts are subject to review by the Board: 

 

      1.  All Business Districts in the Town. 

      2.  All Industrial Districts in the Town. 

      3.  Any and all future Commercial, Business or Industrial Districts. 

      4.  Any other Districts that may be in the future created from the present  

           Single-Family Residential  Districts. 

 

3.    CRITERIA  

 

 A.  The Design Review Board's central purpose is to avoid design that would have 

       negative consequences for the residents of the Town in general, for nearby 

       residents, or for the remainder of the district involved.  The Board is specifically        

       precluded from mandating any official "aesthetic" for Norwell or for imposing the 

       style of any particular historical period. 

 

 B.  The Following design criteria will be used by the Board in reaching its recommendations: 

 

  1.  The design of the proposed project shall not have a deleterious 

       affect upon nearby properties, the balance of the district involved, 

       or upon the design character of Norwell. 
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  2.  Insofar as practicable, the proposed design shall preserve the landscape in 

       its natural state by minimizing tree and soil removal and any grade changes 

       shall be in keeping with the general appearance of neighboring areas. 

 

  3.  Open space should be so designed as to add to the visual amenities of the  

       vicinity for persons passing the site and overlooking it from nearby   

       properties.  

 

  4.  Vehicular access, egress, or parking and/or pedestrian circulation shall not 

       adversely affect the use and enjoyment of nearby properties or shall be in  

       keeping with the standards of good design. 

 

  5.  Exposed storage areas, machinery, service areas, loading areas, or utility  

       structures shall be adequately screened and shall not be incongruous with  

       the remainder of the proposed environment and its surroundings. 

 

  6.  Signs or other outdoor advertising through their size, location and 

       other characteristics shall not detract from the proposed buildings, 

       nearby properties, the remainder of the district, or the design character 

       of Norwell. 

 

C.  The Board may develop materials for the purpose of illustrating the design criteria set forth in 

Section 3B. 

 

4. POWERS AND DUTIES 

 

 A.  On the basis of the design criteria set forth in Section 3B, the Board shall review, advise, 

and recommend upon: 

 

  1.  Site Designs and plans; 

  2.  Building designs. 

 

 B.  The Board shall work cooperatively with landowners and developers and with the 

regulatory officers and boards of the Town.  Upon the request of landowners, developers, or other 

parties, the Board shall review and comment upon preliminary designs prior to the official submission 

of proposals to the appropriate Town board, committee or official. 

 

 C.  The Building Inspector, the Planning Board, and the Board of Appeals, and the 

Permanent Building and Maintenance Committee shall, within five (5) days after receipt of any 

application or proposal, give notice to the Design Review Board and shall provide the Board with 

copies of the proposed plans.  The initiating Board official or committee shall set a time (not less than 

one-half of its own established review period) for the Board to review the proposal, discuss the design 

with proponents and other interested parties, and issue a recommended opinion. 

 

 D.  Only after receipt and consideration, as well as public reading and publication, of the 

Design Review Board's recommended opinion (or the expiration of the allowed review period), shall a 

Town official or agency grant a corresponding permit for site development or building construction 

for the properties specified in Section 2. 

 

 E.  The Design Review Board's recommended opinion, however, shall not be binding upon 

any board or Town official under Section 4C.  Such an opinion may be overruled by an overt public 

act by the official or agency, so long as the reasons therefore are specified in writing, responding point 

by point to the Board's recommended opinion, and that these written reasons are made part of the 

public record. 
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5.    MEETINGS 

 

 A.  Meetings of the Design Review Board shall be posted and conducted in accordance with 

the "Open Meeting Law".  Landowners and applicants for permits or approvals shall be invited to 

attend meetings of the Board during which any proposal of their initiative, or on abutting properties, 

will be under discussion.  The chairman or member of the Board conducting each meeting shall at the 

outset thereof make a clear and concise statement of the purpose, the powers, and the duties of the 

Board. 
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NORWELL BOARD OF HEALTH REGULATION S10.00  

PROHIBITION OF SMO KING IN PUBLIC PLACES AND WORKPLACES  

 

 

Voted on Monday evening, September 12, 1994 to rescind the Board of Health Regulation 

S10.00, PROHIBITION OF SMOKING IN PUBLIC PLACES AND WORKPLACES,  

at the meeting of the Norwell Board of Health.  Catherine Cullen, Chairperson, George 

Cavanagh and John Litchfield 

 

PLEASE REFER TO ARTICLE XV, Section 15,  FOR THE NEW AMENDED SMOKING 

BYLAW THAT WAS VOTED AT THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING, MAY, 1994, AND 

APPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL ON AUGUST 15, 1994. 

 

Also amended at ATM 5/15/2000 Article 30. 
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TOWN OF NORWELL 

BOARD OF HEALTH 

 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 

SANITARY DISPOSAL OF SEWAGE 

MANAGEMENT OF PRIVATE WATER SUPPLIES 

& FLOOR DRAIN REGULATIONS 
 

PART 1:  GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 1. Enforcement by Approving Authorities 
Any violations o f these rules and regulations or Title 5 is cause for the 

Board of Health to order a CEASE AND DESIST on all septic system work in 

progress and to impose the CEASE AND DESIST until a public hearing is 

held and/or the matter is resolved to the satisfaction of the Board of 

Health.  Serious or repeat violations are considered cause for revocation 

or suspension of a Disposal Works Installerôs permit after a public 

hearing.  

 

2.  Expert Consultants  

Applicantôs shall agree to pay the costs and expense of any mutually 

agreed upon expert consultant deemed necessary by the Board of Health to 

review applications, plans, or test results.  

 

3.  Variance  

The Board may, after a public hearing, grant a variance when, in its 

opinion, the enforcement thereof would do manifest in justice.  If a 

variance is requested for any portion of these regulations, the applicant 

must demonstrate to the Board by clear and convincing evidence that there 

will be no adverse effect on the public health and safety or the 

environment if the variance is granted.  ALL VARIANCES FROM BOTH TITLE 5 

AND THE NORWELL BOARD OF HEALTH REGULATIONS MUST BE RECORDED IN THE DEED 

PRIOR TO THE ISSUANCE OF A CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE.  

 

4.  Responsibility  

The maintenance of a septic system, private drinking water well or irrigation well is the ownerôs 

responsibility.  The Norwell Board of Health will enforce these regulations within the scope of 

its authority.  However, the responsibility of future monitoring, maintenance, testing, treating 

and decommissioning remains with the owner. 
 

The issuance of a permit shall not be construed as a guarantee by the 

Board that the septic or water system will function satisfactorily, or 

that a water supply will be of sufficient quality or quantity for its 

intended use.  
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5.  Severability  

If any provision of this regulation is declared invalid by a court of 

competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect any remaining 

provisions of this regulation.  Any part of these regulations 

subsequently invalidated by a new state law or modif ication of an 

existing amended law shall automatically be brought into conformity with 

new or amended law and shall be deemed to be effective immediately, 

without recourse to a public hearing and customary procedures for 

amendment or repeal of such regulat ion.  

 

6.  Validity  

The validity of any part or provision of these rules and regulations shall not affect the validity of 

any part or provision otherwise valid, and these rules and regulations shall remain in effect as 

amended from time to time except for those parts or provisions, which are determined to be 

invalid. 
 

PART 2:  SANITARY DISPOSAL OF SEWAGE 
 

In accordance with the provisions of 310 CMR 11.00 Title 1 of the State Environmental Code 

and under the authority of Chapter 111, Section 31 of the General Laws, the Town of Norwell 

Board of Health hereby adopts the following rules and regulations which supplement, clarify 

and/or make more stringent 310 CMR, Title 5, Minimum Requirements For The Subsurface 

Disposal Of Sanitary Sewage. 
 

All sewage disposal sy stems must be in conformance with 310 CMR 15.00 

Title 5 of the State Sanitary Code and the Rules and Regulations of the 

Norwell Board of Health for the sanitary disposal of sewage.  

 

1.  Notification and Identification  

Installers must notify the Board of Hea lth or its Agent and the system 

designer at least twenty - four (24) hours ñpriorò to starting any Disposal 

Works Construction.  

 

Each new lot shall be identified by a minimum size sign of one (1) square 

foot showing lot number and be legible from the street.   The Board of 

Healthôs representative or agent may refuse to inspect any site that is 

not clearly identified with a lot or house number.  

 

 

2.  Deep Observation Hole Test  

A minimum of four (4) deep observation hole tests shall be evaluated, two 

(2) in the p roposed primary area and two (2) in the proposed reserve area 

for all new construction.  

 

 

3.  High Groundwater Elevation Determination  

Observation of actual high - water table shall be made in March or April or 

as approved by the Board of Health and DEP.  Evi dence of soil mottling 

will be the controlling factor in determining high groundwater even 

during high groundwater season.  
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4.  Percolation Testing   

A minimum of four (4) percolation tests shall be performed at the proposed disposal area, two 

(2) in the proposed primary area and two (2) in the proposed reserve area, unless it is 

determined by the Board of Health or itôs Agent that due to the extreme permeability and 

consistency of the soil, the second percolation test in each area is not necessary.  THERE WILL 

BE NO PERCOLATION TESTING DONE IN THE MONTHS OF JULY, AUGUST AND 

SEPTEMBER FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION. 

 

A plot plan with wetlands identified must be submitted to the Board of Health and Conservation 

Commission prior to the percolation date. 

 

5. Percolation/Deep Hole Filings 

Percolation and Soil Evaluation reports must be submitted within sixty (60) days, on a 

dimensional plan showing the location of the deep holes as well as the percolation test holes.  

The holes shall be located to within one (1) foot horizontally and to one tenth (1/10) of a foot 

vertically. 

 

Percolation and Soil Evaluation data shall be valid indefinitely, as long as a location plan as described 

above is on file in the Board of Health office within sixty (60) days of the test date and that the area 

has not been substantially altered. 

 

6. Dewatered Percolation Testing 

Dewatered percolation tests are prohibited unless a ñspecial permitò is issued by the Board of 

Health.  A letter must be sent to the Board of Health requesting a special permit; a description 

of the land (topography) including on-site wetlands and type of vegetation shall be described in 

the request. 

 

For each percolation hole a triangular area will be formed that will allow the edge of the 

percolation hole to be three (3) feet from the edge of the dewatering trench.  Dewatering will be 

done by removing soil to a depth at least two (2) feet below the depth of the percolation hole.  

Water will then be pumped from the dewatering trench to a depth at least one (1) foot below the 

elevation of the percolation hole in sandy soils and one and one-half (1-1/2) feet below the 

percolation hole in silty soils.  This water level will be maintained for at least one-half  (1/2)hour 

prior to commencement of the test and during the duration of the test. 

 

7. Wetland Setback Distances 

 

The minimum setback distance of a soil absorption system from a wetland will be one hundred 

(100) feet for each soil absorption systems (SAS).  Septic tanks and all components of the system 

including the distribution p ipes will be fifty (50) feet. 

  

The bordering vegetated wetland line must be established through the Norwell Conservation 

Commission.  A letter from the commission must accompany the submission. 

 

 

8. Nitrogen Sensitive District 

Due to the number of on-site private water supplies both in and outside the aquifer protection 

district and other areas designated as nitrogen sensitive and based on the fact that a large 

portion of the town lies within the watershed to the North River: 

 

For the purposes of septic system design, the entire town will be considered nitrogen sensitive 

for new construction as defined and described in 310 CMR 15.214 through 15.217. 
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9. Septic System Constructed in Fill 

For septic systems to be constructed in fill a minimum of three (3) inspections will be performed by 

the designer and the Board of Health. 

  

1. After excavation of all unsuitable soils from the leaching area. 

2. After placement of fill to grade. 

3. Prior to covering of the constructed leaching facility. 

 

10. Final Inspections 

A distr ibution box water flow test shall be conducted as part of all final inspections.  It shall be 

the responsibility of the installer to conduct his own D-box flow test prior to calling for a final 

inspection by the Health Agent and Designer.  The installer shall fill the D -box with water and 

provide at least five (5) gallons of water or a hose with running water for the test to ensure that 

there is no reverse flow from the distribution lines back into the D-box. 

 

The installer will also provide to the agent, a copy of the #4 sieve analysis results as required in 

CMR 15.255(3) at this time. 

  

11. Title 5 Inspection Requirements 

For all Title 5 septic system inspections, groundwater will be determined by soil mottling 

techniques by a DEP certified soil evaluator or by actual groundwater observation during the 

months of March and April  in years that the United States Geological Survey (USGS) has 

determined groundwater levels to be normal or above normal, or a method approved by the 

Board of Health.  At any site with dual septic systems, separate Title 5 inspection reports shall 

be filed for each system, including laundry pits and greywater systems. 

 

Title 5 inspections shall include the pumping of the septic tank following the evaluation of the 

sludge, scum and liquid levels in the tank. 

 

All pressure dosed systems must be inspected by a Professional Engineer or a Registered 

Sanitarian. 

 

When a cesspool passes a Title 5 inspection, it will be considered a conditional pass.  A 1500 

gallon septic tank and a distribution box must be installed preceding the cesspool before the 

system is considered passed.  This requirement does not apply to laundry pits. 

 

A system will also receive a conditional pass unless a tee filter is installed in the system as 

described in item 15. 

 

 

12. Mounded Septic Systems 

Septic systems that must be mounded because of high groundwater conditions will be designed 

so that the toe of slope or the outside edge of a retaining wall is a minimum of five (5) feet from 

the property line for each one (1) foot in height required above the existing grade.  The 

additional setback for these mounded systems will be used to control storm water drainage so 

that pre and post discharge are equal and in the same direction. 

 

Variance from the above regulation is not required if the applicant can show by clear and 

convincing evidence to the Board of Health that post stormwater flows will not adversely impact 

abutters.  If the applicant intends to utilize the provisions of this section as an alternative to 

variance, the applicant shall be expected to submit the evidence which he/she/it claims supports 

its burden in a duly noticed public hearing for which abutters have received prior written notice 

by certified mail posted at least 7 days prior to the date of the public hearing.   The abutters 

shall similarly have a right to be heard during this public meeting. 
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All systems mounded above natural grade must conduct a final drainage/grading plan certified 

and stamped by an Engineer, Sanitarian or a Land Surveyor, as required in Item 19 of this 

document. 

 

13. Pump systems 

All septic systems that require a pump must be pressure dosed. 

 

 

14. Pressure Dosing 

All pressure dosed systems must include an inspection port.  The port shall be 4ò PVC pipe 

perforated from the bottom of the pea stone to the bottom of the Ĳò to 1İò stone.  The top of 

the port shall have a tight fitting removable cap.  The port shall be enclosed in a covered 7ò 

diameter riser, such as a landscaping type box and must be brought to finished grade.  If the 

port is installed in a paved area or an area subject to heavy traffic, an H2O valve box shall be 

used. 

 

15. Septic Tank Filters & Vents 

All septic tanks shall be equipped with a DEP approved effluent filter, such as a Zabel, Polylok, 

Zoeller or other equivalent equal.  Risers with cast iron manhole covers flush with the final 

grade shall be provided to allow easy access to service the effluent filter.  The filter shall be 

equipped with an extendable tee handle.   

 

When an on-site septic system is inspected and a filter is not present, one shall be installed if 

possible.  If it is not the reason for it not being installed must be clearly identified on the 

inspection form. 

 

All septic systems equipped with vents shall utilize a vent filter to mask odors if any occupied 

building is located within 100ô of the septic system.  Each vent shall also be insect proof. 

 

16. Effluent Distribution Lines 

With the exception of pressure dosing systems, the end of all effluent distribution lines in 

trenches and fields are to be connected. 

 

17. Trees in Leaching Area 

All trees located in the 5ô over-dig area or within the side slope of a mounded system must be 

removed.  It is the designerôs responsibility to locate the trees and include them in their design. 

 

18.  Water Line Setbacks 

It shall be the designerôs responsibility to include the location of water lines and subsurface 

utilities on all plans.  When possible, the Norwell Water Department will assist in water line 

location.  A 10ô setback must be maintained from a water line to any part of the septic system.  

Wherever sewer lines must cross water supply lines or cannot meet the required 10ô setback, 

either the sewer line or water line must be encased in water tight concrete, global fill or double- 

sleeved in schedule 40 piping sealed at both ends in water tight concrete, global fill or rubber 

booted.  The encasement shall extend to a minimum of 10ô from the encroached upon line. 

 

19. As-Built Grading Plan 

A certified final grading plan shall be required for all septic systems that have been mounded.  

These plans will show that adequate drainage from the system has been constructed in 

accordance with the approved plan.  All components must have ties and elevations. 

 

20. Grease Trap for Commercial Establishments 

Appropriately designed grease traps for commercial enterprises will be required when in the 

opinion of the Board of Health the additional materials being discharged to the wastewater 

system may affect natural treatment processes in the septic tank or soil absorption system. 
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21. Tight Tanks and Industrial Waste Holding Tanks 

All tight tanks approved by the Board of Health and DEP shall be subject to a twenty-four (24) 

hour test for determining that the tank is watertight.  An agent of the Board of Health shall 

make inspections as required to insure that the tank is watertight. 

 

22. Old System Abandonment 

Cesspools and seepage pits that have been abandoned because of system failure shall be pumped 

and filled with an appropriate fill material that will prevent structural colla pse. 

 

23. Reserve Area When Subdividing Existing Lots 

When subdividing land where an existing structure already exists it must be demonstrated that 

the structure has a sufficient reserve area to repair the system in accordance with current Title 

5 and Norwell Board of Health Regulations. 

 

24. Renovations 

Renovations of more than 50% of the living space in an existing dwelling will be treated as new 

construction rather than an upgrade of an existing system. 

 

25. Apartments 

All apartments/in-law apartments shall have a septic design for minimum 220-gallons per day in 

addition to the design flows for the rest of the house. 

 

26. Pump Trucks 

Sanitary pump truck operators shall sanitize all overflows as necessary.  All pump trucks must 

carry a sanitizing agent.  It shall be the pump truck operatorôs responsibility to clean any areas 

contaminated by sewage overflow or spillage.  The pump truck operator shall not depart the 

premises until the area has been sanitized. 

 

27. New Construction when Percolation Rates are between 30 and 60 minutes/inch 

On January 1, 2004, Title 5 was changed to allow new construction in areas that have a 

percolation rate of between 30 and 60 minutes per inch.  On this date Title 5 considers any 

percolation rate greater than 60 minutes per inch impermeable.  The lower percolation rates 

will require larger soil absorption systems. 

 

Therefore, when the percolation rate exceeds 30 minutes per inch, lot size shall increase.   For 

each one acre lot, when the dwelling exceeds three bedrooms or six rooms, an additional 10,000 

square feet is required for each bedroom. 

 

Pressure dosing is required on any system where the percolation rate is greater than 30 minutes 

per inch. 

 

PART 3: PRIVATE WATER SUPPLY REGULATIONS 
 

1.  Purpose  

The purpose of this part of the regulations is to insure the proper location and maintenance of 

wells in order to protect the health and welfare of the residents of the Town of Norwell.  All 

private wells are subject to the approval of the Board of Health. 
 

A fee of $200.00 well mu st accompany each application for a private water 

for a Private Drinking Water Supply and $50.00 for an Irrigation Well.   

Checks will be made payable to the Town of Norwell and submitted to the 

Board of Health with the completed application form along with  a plot 

plan identifying the location of the well on the property.  
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2.  Authority  

In accordance with M.G.L., Ch.111, Section 31, the State Sanitary Code ï Chapter 11 ï the 

minimum standards of Human Habitation, Cha. 40, Section 54, and any other powers thereto 

enabling, the Norwell Board of Health adopted the following Regulations for Private Wells at its 

regularly scheduled meeting on June 3, 1996. 
 

3.  Definitions  

ABANDONED WELL: The discontinuance or non - use of a private drinking water 

well as a water sup ply with the intent to abandon for a period of one 

year or more.  

 

BEDROCK WELL:  Any well structure advanced into the bedrock surface and 

sealed by means of well casing from hydraulic influence or overlying 

unconsolidated soils.  

 

IRRIGATION WELL:  Well use d for the sole purpose of watering or 

irrigation.  These shall not be connected at any point in time to a 

dwelling or a building unless they meet the requirements of a Private 

Drinking Water Well and have the Boardôs written approval. 

 

OVERBURDEN WELL (SHALLOW WELL):   A subsurface structure intended for the 

withdrawal of water, not advanced into the bedrock and is deeper than it 

is wide.  

 

POTABLE WATER SUPPLY:  A water supply of sufficient quantity and pressure 

to meet the needs of the occupants of the dwel ling, lot, or building 

connected with a public water supply or with any other source that the 

Board or agent has determined, by requiring the water to be tested, does 

not endanger the health of any potential user and is fit for human 

consumption.  

 

PRIVATE DRINKING WATER WELL:  Any well supplying water for human 

consumption.  Any pit, pipe, excavation, shaft spring, casing, hole or 

other source of water to be used for any purpose of supplying water to be 

used as a potable drinking water supply.  

 

WELL DRILLER:  Any person, association, partnership, company, corporation 

or trust that constructs a private well, who is licensed by the Water 

Resource Commission, established in Chapter 620 of the Acts of 1956.  

 

4.  Application  

Prior to any Private Drinking Water Well  being approved as a potable drinking water source or 

an abandoned well being placed into service in the Town of Norwell, an application must be 

filed with the Norwell Board of Health.  This shall be done on a form provided by the Board of 

Health. 
 

Submiss ion of a plan prepared by a registered engineer, environmental 

consultant trained and experienced in water supply or a well driller 

shall be submitted with the application for the private water supply.  

This plan shall include, but not be limited to, a scal ed drawing showing 

location of the proposed or present well on the lot, all septic systems 

and other sources of contamination within 200 feet.  
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5.  Registration of Well Drillers  

No person shall engage in the business of construction or repair of private water wells or 

irrigation wells within the Town of Norwell unless they are registered with the Water Resources 

Commission, Division of Water Resources, as required by the Well Drillers Registration Act, 

MGL, Ch.21 s.16. 
 

Proof of such registration (registratio n number) must be submitted to the 

Norwell Board of Health when the application is filed and must also be 

recorded on the well drillers report.  An approval letter for a private 

well will not be issued unless the proposed well driller is registered.  

 

6.  Well Drillers Report  

Within 30 days after the completion of a productive private drinking water well or irrigation 

well, the well driller shall send a copy of the well drillerôs report to the Norwell Board of Health.  

This report must be received prior to approval of the well as a water supply. 
 

7.  Installation of the Private Drinking Water Well  

The private drinking water well shall be installed by a registered well driller who should take 

into consideration the method detailed in the Environmental Protection Agencyôs MANUAL OF 

WATER WELL CONSTRUCTION PRACTICES, Department of Environmental Protectionôs 

PRIVATE WELL GUIDELINES and any other applicable requirements regarding well 

installation. 
 

8.  Well Location  

There shall be a separate private drinking water we ll for each new 

dwelling.  The well serving the dwelling shall be located within the 

boundaries of the lot and not closer than  twenty - five (25) feet from the 

lot boundary.   No private drinking water well shall be used to supply 

more than one dwelling.  

 

In establishing the location of a private drinking water well, the plan 

submitted shall show potential sources of contamination.  All private 

drinking water wells shall be located the required distances from 

potential sources of pollution unless the applicant  demonstrates by clear 

and convincing evidence that no impact will occur.  

 

The installation of the private drinking water well closer than:  

150  feet for an overburden well  

100  feet for a bedrock well  

50  feet for an irrigation well  

to a leaching facility or reserve ar ea, will not be allowed unless the 

applicant can show that there will be no adverse affect to the health 

and/or safety of the occupants of any proposed or existing residence.  In 

no case shall a variance for new construction be granted to allow the 

private  drinking water well to be located less than 100 feet from the 

leaching facility or reserve area.   

 

Distances shall be measured from the top of the well, which is seen above 

the ground (the cap or seal); or in the case of a well below the ground, 

the dist ance shall be measured from the area directly over the well at 

ground level to the closest edge of the potential pollution source.  
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9.  Certification  

All chemical and bacteriological testing shall be performed by a state certified laboratory.  A 

copy of the completed test results shall be forwarded to the Board of Health for review.  Water 

samples shall be analyzed prior to the installation of water treatment devices.  
 

10.  Testing Parameters  

The following tests are required for a private drinking water well to be approved by the Board 

of Health as a potable water supply: 
 

Alkalinity  Color   Manganese  pH  Ammonia Copper  

Hardness  Arsenic  Nitrite  Chloride  Iron   Nitrate   

Coliform  Lead   Sulfate  Sodium  

 

Other testing that may be required at the discretion of the Board or 

warranted by the location of the well include; volatile organics, semi -

organic chemicals, radionuclides, pesticides, and herbicides.  

 

The cost of all water testing will be borne by the applicant.  Failure to 

meet the current primary drinking water  standards for the parameters 

tested, constitute a reason for disapproval of the Private Drinking Water 

Well.  The Board may require that testing be repeated yearly after the 

well is approved and installed to serve a dwelling at the ownerôs expense 

if the Board feels a health hazard exists, the property on which the well 

is located changes ownership, or the well is to be used after one year of 

abandonment.  

 

All water quality parameters at a minimum will meet primary maximum 

contaminant levels (MCLôs) set by the State Department of Environmental 

Protection.  

 

11.  Approval  

All private drinking water wells shall be approved by the Board prior to issuance of a septic 

disposal permit.  Site inspection by the Boardôs Agent shall be made prior to approval by the 

Board.  Final approval by the Board of Health shall be given in writing.  No oral approvals shall 

be valid. 
 

No occupancy permits shall be issued with respect to any structure served 

by a private drinking water well until the Board has certified that the 

well  is properly installed and operational.  

 

12.  Irrigation Wells  

Irrigation wells are for the sole purpose of irrigation and shall not be deemed or used as a 

potable water supply for human consumption. 
 

Irrigation wells shall not be connected to any dwelling unless they are 

approved as a private drinking water well by the Board.  There shall be 

no possibility for a cross - connection with a drinking water supply line 

due to the location of the line from the non - potable well.  Each outlet 

should be valved with a removable handle.  The handle should be removed 

except when the valve is in.  
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A plan must be submitted with the following setback distances maintained:  

50 feet from all components of a septic system;  

25 feet from all property lines.  

 

All irrigation wells shall be posted with a placard stating ñIrrigation 

Wells(s) Not a Drinking Water Supply ò.  It is suggested that irrigation 

wells be tested periodically for fecal and total Coliform.  

 

13.  Decommissioning Requirements  

Abandoned wells, test holes, and borings shall be decommissioned in accordance with the 

PRIVATE WELL GUIDELINES so as to prevent the well from being a channel allowing 

vertical movement of water. 
  

The owner of the private well shall decommission the well if the well 

meets any of the following criteria:  

a.  Construction of the well is terminated prior to 

completion of the well;  

b.  The use of the well is to be permanently discontinued;  

c.  The well has, after extended use, been out of service 

for at least one year;  

d.  The well is a potential hazard to public h ealth or 

safety and the situation cannot be corrected;  

e.  The well has the potential for transmitting contaminants 

from the land surface into an aquifer.  

Shallow Overburden Wells may be abandoned by a Norwell Licensed Septic 

System Installer, if in the opinio n of the Health Agent there is no 

threat to public health.  The well will be abandoned in the same manner 

as a cesspool or other no longer used leaching structure.  

 

14.  No well for the purpose of injection shall be permitted.  

 

PART 4:  FLOOR DRAIN REGULATI ONS 

1.         Purpose Of Regulation 

Floor drains in industrial and commercial facilities are often tied to a system leading to a leaching 
structure (e.g. dry well, cesspool, leach field) or septic system.  Poor management practices and 
accidental and/or intentional discharges may lead petroleum and other toxic or hazardous 
materials into these drainage systems in facilities managing these products.  Improper 
maintenance or inappropriate use of these systems may allow the passage of contaminants or 
pollutants entering the drain to discharge from the leaching structure or septic system to the 
ground.   

Surface and ground water resources in the Town of Norwell contribute to the townôs drinking water 
supplies; the Town of Norwell adopts the following regulation, under its authority as specified in 
Section II, as a preventative measure for the purpose of preserving and protecting the Town of 
Norwellôs drinking water resources from discharges of pollutants to the ground via floor drains, 
minimizing the threat of economic losses to the Town due to such discharges. 
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2. Scope Of Authority 
The Town of Norwell Board of Health adopts the following regulation pursuant to 

authorization granted by M.G.L. c.111 s.31 and s.122.  The regulation shall 

apply, as specified here in, to all applicable facilities, old and new , within 

Zone II areas in the Town of Norwell.  

3. Definitions 
For the purposes of this regulation, the following words and phrases shall have 

the following meanings:  

 

Commercial and Industrial Facility :  A publi c or private establishment where the 

principal use is the supply, sale, and/or manufacture of services, products, or 

information, including but not limited to : manufacturing, processing, or other 

industrial operations; service or retail establishments; pr inting or publishing 

establishments; research and development facilities; small or large quantity 

generators of hazardous waste; laboratories; hospitals.  

  

Department:   The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection.  

  

Discharge:   The accidental or intentional disposal, deposit, injection, dumping, 

spilling, leaking, incineration, or placing of toxic or hazardous material or 

waste upon or into any land or water so that such hazardous waste or any 

constituent thereof may enter the land or waters of  the Commonwealth.  Discharge 

includes, without limitation, leakage of such materials from failed or discarded 

containers or storage systems and disposal of such materials into any on - site 

leaching structure or sewage disposal system.  

  

Floor Drain:   An in tended drainage point on a floor constructed to be otherwise 

impervious which serves as the point of entry into any subsurface drainage, 

treatment, disposal, containment, or other plumbing system.  

  

Leaching Structure:   Any subsurface structure through whi ch a fluid that is 

introduced will pass and enter the environment, including, but not limited to, 

dry wells, leaching catch basins, cesspools, leach fields, and oil/water 

separators that are not watertight.  

  

Oil/Water Separator:   A device designed and ins talled so as to separate and 

retain petroleum based oil or grease, flammable wastes as well as sand and 

particles from normal wastes while permitting normal sewage or liquid wastes to 

discharge into the drainage system by gravity.  Other common names for s uch 

systems include MDC traps, gasoline and sand traps, grit and oil separators, 

grease traps, and interceptors.  

 

Toxic or Hazardous Material:   Any substance or mixture of physical, chemical, or 

infectious characteristics posing a significant, actual, or potential hazard to 

water supplies or other hazards to human health if such substance or mixture 

were discharged to land or water of the Town of Norwell.  Toxic or hazardous 

materials include, without limitation, synthetic organic chemicals, petroleum 

prod ucts, heavy metals, radioactive or infectious wastes, acids and alkalis, and 

all substances defined as Toxic or Hazardous under Massachusetts General Laws 

(MGL) Chapter 21C and 21E or Massachusetts Hazardous Waste regulations (310 CMR 

30.000), and also inc lude such products as solvents, thinners, and pesticides in 

quantities greater than normal household use.  

 

Use of Toxic or Hazardous Material:   The handling, generation, treatment, 

storage, or management of toxic or hazardous materials.  
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4. Prohibitions 
Wit h the exception of discharges that have received (or have applied and will 

receive) a Department issued permit prior to the effective date of this 

regulation, no floor drain(s) shall be allowed to discharge, with or without 

pretreatment (such as an oil/wat er separator), to the ground, a leaching 

structure, or septic system in any industrial or commercial facility if such 

floor drain is located in either:  

A.    an industrial or commercial process area,  

B.    petroleum, toxic, or hazardous materials and/or was te storage area, or  

C.  a leased facility without either A or B of this section, but in which the 

potential for a change of use of the property to use which does have 

either 4A or 4B is, in the opinion of the Board of Health or its agent, 

sufficient to war rant the elimination of the ground discharge at the 

present.  

5. Requirements For Existing Facilities 
A.  The owner of a facility in operation prior to the effective date of 

this regulation with a prohibited (as defined under Section IV) floor 

drain system shal l:  

1.  disconnect and plug all applicable inlets to and outlets from 

(where possible) applicable leaching structures, oil/water 

separators, and/or septic systems;  

 

2.   remove all existing sludge in oil/water separators, septic 

systems, and where accessible, leach ing structures.  Any sludge 

determined to be a hazardous waste shall be disposed of in 

accordance with state hazardous waste regulations (310 CMR 

30.000).  Remedial activity involving any excavation  

 

and/or soil or groundwater sampling must be performed i n 

accordance with appropriate Department policies;  

 

3.   alter the floor drain system so that the floor drain shall be 

either:  

a.  connected to a holding tank that meets all applicable 

requirements of Department policies and regulations, with 

hauling records submi tted to the Norwell Board of Health 

at the time of hauling;  

b.  connected to a municipal sanitary sewer line, if 

available, with all applicable Department and local 

permits; or  

c.  permanently sealed.  Any facility sealing a drain shall 

be required to submit for a pproval to the Board of Health 

a hazardous waste management plan detailing the means of 

collecting, storing, and disposing any hazardous waste 

generated by the facility, including any spill or other 

discharge of hazardous materials or wastes.  

 

B.  Any oil/wate r separator remaining in use shall be monitored weekly, 

cleaned not less than every 90 days, and restored to proper conditions 

after cleaning so as to ensure proper functioning.  Records of the 

hauling of the removed contents of the separator shall be subm itted to 

the Board of Health at the time of hauling.  
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C.  Compliance with all provisions of this regulation must be accomplished 

in a manner consistent with Massachusetts Plumbing, Building, and Fire 

code requirements.  

 

D.  Upon complying with one of the options l isted under Section V.A.3., the 

owner/operator of the facility shall notify the Department of the 

closure of said system by filing the Departmentôs UIC Notification 

Form, and sending a copy to the Norwell Board of Health.  

  

6. Effective Dates For All Facilities 
The effective date of this regulation for all facilities is October 1, 1999.  

 

A.  Existing Facilities:  

1.  Owners/Operators of a facility affected by this regulation shall 

comply with all of its provisions within 180 days of the 

effective date of May 1, 2000 ;  

2.  All applicable discharges to the leaching structures and septic 

systems shall be discontinued by January 1, 2000 through 

temporary isolation or sealing of the floor drain.  

 

B.  New Facilities:  

1.  As of the effective date of the regulation, all new construction 

and/or applicable change of use within the Town of Norwell shall 

comply with the provisions of this regulation.  

2.  Certification of conformance with the provisions of this 

regulation by the Board of Health shall be required prior to 

issuance of construction a nd occupancy permits.  

 

 

Norwell Board of Health ï Regulations ï Revised and Effective January 1, 2004 
 

 

NORWELL BOARD OF HEALTH 

 

_______________________________DATE:___________   George E. Cavanagh, 

Chairman  

 

_______________________________DATE:___________    John Litchfield  

 

_______________________________DATE:___________    Peter Dillon  

 

The regulations regarding the sanitary disposal of sewage were originally 

adopted on August 13, 1973; the private well regulations were originally 

adopted on June 3, 1996 and the floor drain regulations were originally 

adopted on October 1, 1999.  This set of regulations includes all 

revisions and amendments to date.  

 

 

 

_______________________________  

Brian T. Flynn, R.S. / Health Agent  
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PROPOSED REGULATIONS OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH  

HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE ñBOARDò 

CONCERNING THE LICENSING TO PRACTICE MASSAGE  

 

 

1. LICENSE REQUIRED AND FEE:  No person shall practice massage or conduct an 

establishment for the giving of massage or vapor, pool, shower, or other baths for hire or reward, 

or advertise or hold himself out as being engaged in the business of massage or the giving of said 

baths in the Town of Norwell without receiving a license therefor from the Board.  The license fee 

for each establishment shall be $100.00 for the original application and $100.00 for each annual 

renewal and for each masseur or masseuse shall be $25.00 for the license and $25.00 annually 

thereafter.  A license issued to an establishment, masseur or masseuse is not transferable. 

 

No license or permit shall be used hereunder to a person or a corporation or other applicant until after 

a public hearing has been held by the Board, which shall be based on the satisfaction that said use is 

appropriate, and that it will not create a nuisance nor be dangerous to the public health. 

 

The license shall specify all the premises to be occupied by the licensee for the purpose of carrying on 

the licensed business. 

 

Permits for a change of situation of the licensed premises or for additions thereto may be granted at 

anytime by the Board in writing, a copy of which shall be attached to the license. 

 

2. DEFINITIONS:  For the purpose of these regulations: 

 

A. MASSAGE shall mean manipulation or conditioning of part or parts of the body by manual, 

mechanical, or other means as a beauty treatment, for purported health or medical treatment, 

or for the purposes of invigoration. 

 

B. ESTABLISHMENT FOR GIVING MASSAGE, VAPOR, POOL, SHOWER, OR 

OTHER BATHS shall mean the office, place of business, or premises where massage is 

practiced or where therapeutic or conditioning baths of water, vapor, or other substance are 

given. 

 

C. APPROVED shall mean approved by the Board of Health of the Town of Norwell in 

accordance with accepted standards. 

 

D. APPROVED COURSE OF MASSAGE shall mean a course on the art and science of 

massage which included both theory and practice and is ñapprovedò by the Board of health of 

the Town of Norwell in accordance with accepted standards. 

 

E. MASSEUR shall mean a male who practices massage; MASSEUSE shall mean a female 

who practices massage. 

 

3. EXCEPTIONS AND EXCLUSIONS:  For the purpose of these regulations: 

 

A. PERSONS EXCEPTED:  Physicians, physical therapists, school athletic trainers, or 

chiropodists (podiatrists) registered in the Commonwealth are excluded.  A person registered 

as a barber or an apprentice under the provisions of Section 87H or Section 87I of Chapter 

112 of the General Laws, or as a hairdresser, operator, or a student under the provisions of 

Section 87T or 87JJ, inclusive, of said Chapter 112 of the General Laws may practice facial 

and scalp massage without taking out a license. 

 

B. OTHER PERSONS EXCEPTED:  A person licensed to practice massage or conduct an 

establishment in any other City or Town in the Commonwealth may, on written orders of a 
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physician, attend patients, specified by the physician.  He shall, if requested, submit to the 

Board copies of his license from another community and the physicianôs orders. 

 

C. ESTABLISHMENT EXCEPTIONS:  Hospitals, nursing and convalescent homes, and 

other similar licensed institutions were massage and baths may be given are excluded from 

the definition of a Establishment. 

 

4. EXPIRATION DATE OF LICENSE:  Licenses shall automatically expire on December 31 of 

each year.  Applications for renewal must be submitted at least thirty (30) days prior to expiration 

date. 

 

5. REQUIREMENTS FOR PERSONAL LICENSING:  No person shall be licensed to practice 

or conduct an establishment for giving massage, vapor, pool, shower, or other baths unless they 

(male or female) meet the following requirements: 

 

A.  Be twenty-one (21) years of age or older, and 

 

B. Have completed a course of massage approved by the Board of Health or show equivalent 

training or experience. 

 

C. Submit a certificate of Health signed by a physician with a negative tuberculin skin test or a 

chest x-ray. 

 

D. Submit to the Board a fully completed application form. 

 

6. REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSING OF AN ESTABLISHMENT :  Every establishment 

which intends to give massage shall: 

 

 A.  Conform to Town and State Sanitary Code for sewage disposal systems. 

 

 B.  Be well lighted, ventilated and properly heated when seasonally indicated. 

 

 C.  No room used by the licensee in the conduct of his business shall be used as a 

                    bedroom. 

 

 D.  There shall be an adequate supply of hot and cold running water at all times. 

 

 E.  There shall be approved toilet and washing facilities within the premises, readily       

available to the patrons and affording sufficient privacy.  Both Mens' and Ladies' Rooms available at 

all times. 

 

 F.  Where patrons of both sexes are accommodated, adequate arrangements shall be made for 

separation of rooms, toilets, and washing facilities used by each sex. 

 

 G.  All rooms of the establishment and furniture and equipment  therein shall be kept clean at 

all times. 

 

 H.  The door of each room or enclosure used for massage purposes shall have an 

unobstructed  window large enough to permit visual observation of the entire room. 

 

 I.  Each room or enclosure for the giving of massage services shall have at least one electric 

light. 

 J.  There shall be installed a heat and smoke detecting system in compliance with the building 

code. 

 

 K.  There shall be adequate facilities for the cleaning and sterilizing of all equipment. 
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 L.  All rooms for reception and treatment of patrons shall be arranged so as to afford 

adequate fire protection and shall have satisfactory means of egress in case of fire as approved by the 

Building Inspector and Fire Chief. 

 

 M.  All equipment, instruments, devices, robes, sheets, blankets, pillow cases, wearing 

apparel, towels or other materials which may come in direct contact with the body shall be properly 

cleaned and sterilized. 

 

 N.  No food or alcoholic beverages shall be permitted on the premises. 

 

 O.  No locks on massage room doors. 

 

 P.  Each massage room shall have separate vent or window to outside. 

 

 Q.  Every licensee shall keep a book on the licensed premises, in such form as shall be 

approved by the Board, in which, at the time of providing the services licensed hereunder, they shall 

list the full name and address of the recipient of said services. 

 

7. DIRECT APPLICATION OF INSTRUMENTS TO SKIN PROHIBITED :  No 

instruments or device designed or used for direct application to the skin shall be applied directly to the 

skin unless sterilized; the part of the body being treated shall be covered with a clean towel, or else the 

instrument shall be covered in a similar manner. 

 

8. TREATMENT OF WOUNDS PROHIBITED:  No sponge, stick, alum, or other article 

liable to convey infection shall be used to make application directly to the skin or any cut or wound. 

 

9. TREATMENT OF PERSONS WITH SKIN DISEASE PROHIBITED  No person 

licensed shall treat any person afflicted with any skin eruption or other disease unless such person 

shall have furnished a written certificate from a physician to the effect that the eruption of disease is 

not of a contagious transmissible character. 

 

10. CLEANING OF HANDS :  Every person licensed to practice massage shall thoroughly 

cleanse  his hands by washing with soap and hot water immediately before serving a patron. 

 

11. WORKING HOURS :  An establishment for the practice of massage or baths as defined 

herein may be open between the hours of 9:00 am. and 8:00 p.m.  No Sundays or holidays. 

 

12. DISPLAY OF LICENSE :  All li censes must be displayed conspicuously. 

 

13. USE OF X-RAY PROHIBITED:  No licensee may operate an x-ray, fluoroscope, or similar 

equipment or radioactive material for any purpose unless already licensed by the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts to practice a profession requiring the use of radiation equipment.  No licensed 

establishment may contain an x-ray, fluoroscope, or similar equipment unless this equipment is 

operated only by persons properly licensed to practice a profession requiring the use of such 

equipment. 

 

14. RESTRICTION ON FORM OF MASSAGE OR BATH :  A license may be limited in the 

form of massage or type of bath given at the discretion of the Board. 

 

15. CHANGE OF ADDRESS:   Every licensee shall notify the Board prior to any change of 

address, home or business, or name.  Any new license or amendment to an existing license, required 

because of the foregoing may be issued without charge at the discretion of the Board. 

 

16. INSPECTIONS:  Every licensee shall permit the Board or its agents to inspect his place of 

business and his work at any reasonable time. 
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17. HEARINGS IN CASE OF SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF LICENSE:  Said 

licenses may be revoked for such cause as the Board deems sufficient, and without a hearing, in 

accordance with Section 51, Chapter 140 of the General Laws; and said licenses shall be subject to the 

provisions of Section 143 of Chapter 111 of the General Laws. 

 

18. PENALTIES:   Whoever violates any provisions of Section 51 of Chapter 140 of the General 

Laws or any of these rules or regulations or prevents or hinders any member of a police force from 

exercising the authority conferred upon him by Section 52 of Chapter 140 of the General Laws, shall 

be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) or imprisonment for not more 

than six (6) months or both in accordance with Section 53, Chapter 140 of the General Laws.   

 

19. INVALIDATION :  If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of these rules and 

regulations shall be decided invalid for any reason whatsoever, such decision shall not affect the 

remaining portions of these regulations, which shall remain in full force and effect; and to this end the 

provisions of these regulations are hereby declared severable. 

 

 

THESE REGULATIONS ARE EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY.  JA NUARY 30, 1985, BOARD 

OF HEALTH 
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THE NORWELL PERMANENT DRAINAGE COMMITTEE  

 

GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

     The following rules and regulations are set forth by the Permanent Drainage Committee of 

Norwell, hereinafter referred to as the Committee.  They are to be used in the design of drainage 

facilities (i.e. pipes, culverts, drainage structures and appurtenances) and are the basis under which 

approval for any drainage plan will be granted by the Committee. 

 

INTENT OF THE PROPOSED RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

     Recognizing its responsibility to the protection of the public, the Committee sets forth the 

following, with the intent of establishing reasonable rules and regulations that are neither highly 

restrictive to the orderly development of raw vacant land into properly drained livable home sites nor 

so loose, vague and weak in their intent, that costly redesign and revisions to drainage systems 

generally paid for by public funds are required. 

 

     It is further the intent of these rules and regulations that accepted design practices, proven 

construction methods, materials and procedures be followed.  These are more particularly described in 

the current edition of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department of Public Works, Standard 

Specifications for Highways, Bridges, and Waterways, including Amendments and Addenda, and in 

the same department's Construction Manual, Part 3, Constructions Standards.  Description of various 

drainage structures contained herein are not intended to supersede the Commonwealth's Standards. 

 

DRAINAGE DESIGN DATA 

 

     In accordance with Chapter 584 of the Acts of 1958, as amended, the Committee will require that 

designs submitted for the Committee's consideration will be prepared by a registered professional 

engineer, duly registered under the provisions of the above-named law.  The design necessarily rests 

with the professional engineer.  It is expected the quality of his design and analysis will meet the 

standards implied by his Professional Engineer's Stamp. 

 

DESIGN ANALYSIS 

 

     Each drainage plan submitted for approval shall be accompanied by a design analysis prepared on a 

design computation form available from the TOWN CLERK.  The drainage plan shall show profiles, 

typical sections and details, pipe sizes and slopes, elevations, grades and other pertinent data necessary 

to the support of the design analysis and the analysis shall clearly indicate all the computations for the 

drain including determination of pipe size and strength, and a statement concerning the disposition of 

flow.  If the flow is discharged to the ground surface on land not belonging to the applicant, then a 

flowage easement over the ground subject to flow shall be obtained by the applicant and a statement to 

that effect shall be included with the design analysis. 

 

DESIGN STORM 

 

     A rainfall having a frequency of occurrence of once in ten (10) years has been selected for design 

computations.  This storm amounts to 1.8 total inches of rain in one (1) hour.  Intensities for small 

areas correspond to the time of concentration for the area. 

 

COMPUTATION OF RUNOFF 

 

     Runoff to each inlet on the drainage system or to a culvert shall be based upon the "Rational 

Method" and shall be computed for the entire tributary area.  Computations shall be based upon full 

development of the tributary area.  Runoff coefficients shall be as follows: 

 

   Roofs and Pavements   -0.85 
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   Lawns and Wooded Areas   -0.35 

 

SELECTION OF DRAIN SIZE 

 

     The proper drain size may be calculated by using "Mannings Formula" with a "Kutter's" "n" value 

of .013 for concrete pipe, and .024 for corrugated metal pipe.  Standard charts for deriving drain sizes 

using these figures may be obtained upon request from the office of the Town Clerk.  For culverts less 

than 30 feet in length and all drains, the minimum size of pipe shall be 12 inches in diameter.  Drains 

shall be large enough to pass the design storm without surcharge. 

 

     Culverts shall be sized in accordance with accepted culvert design formulae taking into account 

headwater and tailwater conditions.  Culvert design computation shall indicate the headwater and 

tailwater conditions for which the culvert is designed. 

 

SLOPE OF PIPE 

 

     All pipes shall be laid on a slope so that the minimum velocity with the pipe flowing full shall be 

2.5 feet per second.  Consideration will be given to flatter slopes if adequate provisions are made for 

cleaning the pipes.  All plans having drains with slopes which will produce pipe velocities less than 

2.5 feet per second, flowing full, shall be accompanied by a letter stating the reason for the flat slope.  

The letter shall have a space for approval by the Committee and the drain shall not be constructed until 

the letter has been approved. 

 

TYPE OF PIPE 

 

     All storm drains shall be reinforced concrete of adequate strength except that in off-street locations 

bituminous coated, galvanized, corrugated metal pipe or pipe arch may be used, if approved by the 

Committee.  Concrete pipe shall conform to the State of Massachusetts Standard Specifications for 

Highways, Bridges and Waterways as amended. 

 

INLETS 

 

     Inlets shall have an adequate waterway opening to pass the design runoff with not more than 0.2 

feet of surcharge.  Grates and frames shall be cast iron suitable for the loads which can occur either 

during the construction or afterward.  Inlets shall be constructed either of brick and mortar with 8" 

thick walls, precast segmental concrete blocks not less than 6" thick mortared in place, or of precast 

pipe sections.  Inlets shall be set on a base of either poured concrete 8" in thickness, or precast 

segmental base blocks not less than 4" in thickness.  Inlets shall be used in off-street locations and the 

grate frame shall be mortared in position with the top 0.2 feet below the grade of the finished ground 

surface.  Side openings may be used in lieu of a grate if the quantity of runoff exceeds the capacity of 

a grate of reasonable size as approved by the Committee.  Inlet shall be 4.0 feet inside diameter below 

the corbeling and shall not be used on drains greater than 30 inches in diameter.  A shaped invert is 

not required but the bottom of the inlet shall be finished at the same grade as the lowest pipe invert.  

At inlets where the outlet pipe is larger than the inlet pipe, the crown of the outlet pipe shall be at the 

same elevation or lower than the crown of the inlet pipe. 
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CATCH BASINS 

 

     Drain inlets located in streets shall be catch basins with a sump 24 inches or more lower than the 

invert of the outlet pipe.  The grate shall be cast-iron designed for the same loading as the street.  

Catch basins shall be constructed of one of the materials specified herein under INLETS, and shall be 

4.0 feet in diameter below the corbeling.  Catch basins shall be located as required to collect the runoff 

but shall not be spaced more than 200 feet apart on each side of the road unless otherwise approved by 

the Committee.  The top of the grate shall be set 0.1 feet lower than the finished road surface, and the 

road surface shall be shaped to the grate in a smooth uniform transition.  The crown of the outlet pipe 

shall be at or below the crown of the inlet pipe.   

 

MANHOLES 

 

     Manholes shall be constructed similar to an inlet, except that a solid cast iron cover of adequate 

strength shall be provided in lieu of a grate.  The top of the cover shall be at the same elevation or 

above the adjacent ground or street surface as directed.  A manhole shall be used at every change in 

pipe size or direction, vertical or horizontal.  Manholes shall be spaced not over 300 feet apart.  

Manholes only shall be constructed on the drain with all inlets and catch basins discharging into the 

drain directly through a manhole.  Manhole covers shall have the letter "D" cast into the cover at least 

3 inches in size. 

 

EXCAVATION 

 

     The trench for the pipe shall be excavated to the required line and grade, including earth boulders 

and ledge.  Trenches for storm drains shall be wider than the outside diameter of the pipe plus 16" for 

pipes through 18" nominal diameter, and the outside diameter plus 24 inches for pipes larger than 18 

inches. This trench width shall apply from the top of the pipe to the bottom of the trench.  Above the 

top of the pipe, the trench may be as necessary to properly install the pipe.  Trenches with side slopes 

steeper than the natural angle of repose of the soil shall be sheeted in an approved manner, as 

necessary, to avoid cave-ins and sloughing.  All excavations shall be properly barricaded and lighted 

at night where they are near pedestrian or vehicular traffic.  Before any pipe is placed in a newly 

constructed fill, the contractor shall, as indicated, place the illing 2 feet above the top of the pipe after 

which the pipe trench may be excavated.  If any cross pipes, conduits, drains or other unforeseen 

obstacles are encountered in the excavation, which cannot be relocated, the drain shall be redesigned 

to avoid the obstruction in a manner suitable to the Committee.  Possible obstructions to the line shall 

be investigated prior to the construction of the drain in its immediate vicinity. 

 

BEDDING 

 

     Trenches may be excavated with a flat bottom, but the full length of the pipe, except the bell, must 

rest upon undisturbed soil, except as hereinafter specified.  Where trenches have been overexcavated, 

a selected earth or gravel foundation, thoroughly compacted, shall be provided for proper pipe 

bedding.  Soil, which is considered to be unstable by the Committee shall be removed to a depth of not 

less than 2 feet below the bottom of the pipe and replaced with compacted sand and gravel to the 

bottom of the pipe.  Unstable soil or other unsuitable material shall be disposed of off-site, as directed 

by the Committee. 

 

PIPE LAYING 

 

     Pipe shall be laid starting with the downstream end.  Grade boards or other approved devices shall 

be provided to insure that the pipe is laid true to line and grade.  Reference bench marks shall be 

clearly marked to enable the inspector to quickly check the grade and invert elevations.  The joints of 

all pipes shall be filled with mortar composed of one part Portland Cement to three parts clean sharp 

sand.  Lime may be added up to 25 percent of the cement and enough water to make a workable mix.  

The downstream pipe shall be laid with groove or bell and facing upstream in the proper position, and 

a dab of mortar shall be placed in the bell or groove, such that the inverts match and the peripheral 
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space shall be filled with stiff mortar.  All mortar squeezed out on the inside of the pipe shall be 

removed before it sets. 

 

BACKFILLING  

 

     After the pipe has been laid and inspected by a representative of the Committee, the trench shall be 

backfilled.  The space under the pipe haunches shall be carefully filled with selected material, free 

from stones or frozen earth, and compacted carefully to prevent the pipe from moving.  The layer of 

backfill, up to 12 inches over the top of the pipe, shall also be of selected material free from stones 

and frozen earth,  well compacted.  The remainder of the trench shall be backfilled in 12-inch layers, 

except as noted below, and each layer shall be full compacted in an approved manner.  Under roads or 

other traffic areas the trench shall be backfilled in 6-inch layers with each layer compacted to the 

density of the surrounding soil.  Pavement and base course materials removed during the excavation 

process shall be replaced with pavement and base course to match those removed.  When, in the 

opinion of the Committee, the excavation is deep enough to warrant it, temporary pavement shall be 

provided as directed.  Trenches not in pavement shall be left in a mounded condition as directed by the 

Committee. 

 

DEBRIS GRATES 

 

     Debris grates at the entrance to culverts or open pipe drains as directed may be required.  The grate 

shall be constructed of steel bars not less than 1/2 inch in diameter, welded together to provide a grate 

not smaller than the pipe opening.  The vertical bars shall be placed with 2-inch clear openings 

between them, and the horizontal bars shall be 12 inches on center.  The grate shall be installed not 

closer than one pipe diameter upstream from the entrance in approved manner.  A suitable sketch of 

the grate and method of installation shall be submitted for approval with the plans for the drains and 

appurtenances. 

 

HEADWALLS 

 

     Concrete or rubble masonry headwalls shall be provided at both ends of culverts and discharge 

ends of storm drains.  They shall conform in all respects to standards of the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts, Department of Public Works, referred to on Page 49. 

 

SCOUR PROTECTION 

 

     The discharge ends of all drains with flowing full velocities of 10-feet per second or more shall be 

protected with a rip-rap apron of a width not less than three times the nominal diameter of the pipe.  

The rip-rap apron shall extend for a distance of not less than 10 times the nominal pipe diameter from 

the end of the discharge pipe.  The rip-rap for exit velocities of 10 feet per second or less shall be 

composed of a layer of stones 12 inches in thickness or more, placed upon a bed of sand and gravel 6 

inches in thickness.  The stones shall be sized so that not less than 60 percent shall have one dimension 

12 inches or more.  The stones, after being laid, shall be carefully chinked by hand to make a 

reasonably smooth and shaped surface.  Where exit velocities are greater than 10 feet per second, the 

thickness of stones and the dimensions of the individual pieces shall be sized to prevent displacement 

by the flow.  In this case, details shall be submitted to the Committee for approval. 

 

PERMANENT DRAINAGE COMMITTEE,  Revised December 11, 1968 

Approved as current November, 1970 
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THE NORWELL POLICE DEPARTMENT  

RULES AND REGULATIONS  

 

(On May 12, 2003, Article No. 12, Town Meeting voted to amend the Town of Norwell Bylaws, 

Article XII, Town Rules and Regulations, by deleting the Norwell Police Department, Rules and 

Regulations.)                                         

 

 

TAXI RULES AND REGULATIONS  

 

1.  MINIMUM CHARGE: 

A minimum charge of seventy-five cents (75) for any call. 

 

2.  MILEAGE RATES: 

A maximum of one dollar ($1.00) for the first mile; ten (10) cents per each additional one-eighth of a 

mile, or fraction thereof. 

 

3.  WAITING TIME: 

Maximum charge of $1.25 per fifteen minute period, or total of $5.00 per hour. 

 

4.  METERS: 

Use of meters shall be optional with operators provided the charges do not exceed the above rates. 

 

5.  LICENSES: 

     (a) Every person or corporation licensed by the Board of Selectmen (hereinafter referred to as a 

licensee) to operate taxicabs shall have a regular place of business approved by the Board.  Notice in 

writing shall be given immediately to the Board by the licensee of any change in place of business, or 

upon any change in the certificates of registration, as issued by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles. 

 

     (b) An applicant for a license to operate a taxicab shall present a valid license to operate motor 

vehicles, issued by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles for each person who shall be employed as a driver 

of said taxicabs. 

 

     (c) Notice in writing shall be given to the Board of Selectmen by licensees of any changes in their 

driver personnel or changes in addresses of such personnel 

 

     (d) No taxicab company shall have an outside signal or other sound device except those approved 

by the the Board of Selectmen. 

 

     (e) The Board of Selectmen may assign any licensee a place as a special stand.  Licensee shall not 

trespass upon parking spaces to which they have not been assigned. 

 

     (f) The license to operate a taxicab, one of which shall be issued for each vehicle, shall be 

displayed in a conspicuous place above the vehicle and every driver shall display upon the request of 

any passenger his license to operate motor vehicles. 

 

     (g) Every driver shall, immediately after delivering a passenger, search said cab for any property 

which may have been left therein, and any such property found therein, shall be forthwith delivered to 

the Police Department. 

 

     (h) If the driver of any taxicab shall give information or service to any person seeking immoral 

entertainment, or continues to carry from place to place a person who is noisy or disorderly, or carries 

an intoxicated person not in the custody of a responsible person to any place other than his home, the 

Board may revoke the license under which such taxicabs are operated. 
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      (i) Licenses to operate taxicabs shall expire one year from date of issue and shall not be transferred 

without the consent of the Board of Selectmen endorsed thereon.  For each license the sum of $35.00 

and ($45.00 effective 1/1/90) shall be paid to the Town Treasurer for the use of the Town.  A license 

so granted shall become void if the applicant neglects or refuses to take out and pay for his license 

within ten (10) days after notice that it has been granted. 

 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Adopted May 18, 1959  

Amended 11/7/72; 10/9/73; 9/24/74; 12/5/78. 

 

 

 

NORWELL CEMETERY COMMITTEE  
(Formerly WASHINGTON STREET CEMETERY)   

(Voted to change name at ATM 5/99, Art/ 36) 

RULES AND REGULATIONS  

*Latest Revisions voted at Cemetery Committee Meeting November 15, 2006 

 

 

PURCHASE AND USE OF PLOTS 

 

1.     The purchase of lots is restricted to current Norwell residents.  Burials in these lots are 

limited to the resident purchaser, spouse and legal children and grandchildren.  Christian, as 

well as non-Christian, burials  are permitted. 

 

2.     The cost of each single plot is $500 with a $10 registration fee.  Two separate checks should 

be made out to the TOWN OF NORWELL, and should be paid at or before the time of burial. 

 

3.     No lot may be sold privately by the owner.  If a lot is no longer desired, it shall be 

purchased by the Cemetery Committee for the original price paid. 

 

4.     The number of burials permitted in each grave is: 

  one (1) full-size burial, or 

  four (4) cremations, or 

  one (1) full-size burial and one cremation. 

 

OWNERSHIP OF PLOTS 

 

1.     The owner of the plot shall be the owner(s) of record on the deed. 

 

2.     Inheritance of a plot is based on Chapter 114, Section 29, and Chapter 190, Section 3, of the 

Massachusetts General Laws. 

 

MARKERS, MONUME NTS AND PLANTINGS 

 

1.    Only one (1) central monument shall be allowed on a lot.  All others shall be flush markers. 

 

2.    All monuments shall have foundations.  The work will be done by the Cemetery employee 

after written notice and payment of a fee determined by the Cemetery Committee. 

 

3.    All foundations and veteransô markers are to be installed by the Cemetery employee. 

 

4.    No lot or grave shall have placed upon it a memorial, monument or marker that does not 

meet with the approval of the Cemetery Committee.  
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NORWELL CEMETERY  COMMITTEE  

Revised 11/15/2006 

 

 

5.    Any lettering on markers or monuments is the responsibility of the one ordering the work 

and/or the monument company hired to do the work. 

 

6.    Evergreens and shrubs are permitted only on lots of two or more graves.  The trimming and 

upkeep of these plantings are the responsibility of the owner.  Any that become unsightly or 

overgrown shall be removed. 

 

7.    Flowers are to be planted only in front of the monument. 

 

8.   Good taste, as determined by the Cemetery Committee,  shall prevail regarding the 

placement of plants and other objects upon a plot.  The Committee reserves the right to remove 

anything from the plot if  it is found not to be in good taste. 

 

9.    The Committee or its employee shall not be held responsible for any order given by 

telephone, or for mistakes occurring from lack of precise and proper instructions as to the 

particular space, size and location in a lot where interment is desired. 

 

VISITING AND SPECIAL PROHIBI TIONS 

 

1.    Town cemeteries are open to visitors seven (7) days a week from dawn to dusk.  Visitors are 

requested to bear in mind that the cemeteries are consecrated to the memories of those who are 

buried within.  Dignified behavior shall be required at all times. 

 

2.   Baseball, soccer, football and skateboarding or any other type of recreational sport or 

similar activity is prohibited.  

 

3.  DOGS ARE PROHIBITED FROM THE CEMETERY GROUNDS.  THE NORWELL 

POLICE DEPARTMENT AND THE NORWELL CEMETERY COMMITTEE H AVE THE 

RIGHT TO ENFORCE THIS RULE.   (Revised 3/22/2006) 

 

4.   Anyone who violates these rules and regulations shall be required to leave the grounds. 

 

These rules and regulations are made by the Cemetery Committee and are subject to change 

without notice. 

 

For further assistance, please contact the Town Clerk at (617) 659-8072/8073.  She will refer 

you to the Committeeôs Chairman. 

 

SCHEDULE OF CHARGES 

October 1, 1996,  Revised 2/6/2002, Revised 11/15/2006 

   

INTERMENT  

            Full -size burial  Monday-Friday   $550 

     Saturday  $650 

  Cremation burial  Monday-Friday   $225 

     Saturday  $250 

   Infant burial   Infants one year or less No charge 

       

   REMOVAL OF VAULT  

   BURIAL   Monday-Friday   $600   

  

LOT PURCHASE $500 + $10 registration fee 
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NORWELL CEMETERY COMMITTEE  

Rev. 11/15/2006 

 

 

 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:   TOWN OF NORWELL.   

 

PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

   

 

NORWELL CEMETERY COMMITTEE  

Gertrude H. Daneau, Chairman 

Mary C. Lizotte, Clerk  

Theodore H.  Baldwin 

Francis J. Nagle 

Joanne Molla Goldman 

 

 

(Name of Cemetery Committee changed from ñWashington Streetò to ñNorwellò Cemetery 

Committee at Annual Town Meeting, May 25, 1999, Article 36.) 
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BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS  

RULES AND REGULATIONS and WATER RATES  

Effective May 1, 1980 

 

SECTION 1. New Services 

 

1.  The Water Department will install service piping from the water main in the street to the property 

line, furnishing and installing the corporation cock at the water main and a curb box and shutoff at the 

property line.  The service piping from the property line to and into the building shall be installed by 

the owner, in accordance with the directions furnished by the Water Department, and under the 

supervision of the Water Department. 

 

2.  No installation of work shall be started or shall any water be used from a service until an 

application is signed and approved by the Water Board. 

 

3.  The meters and meter valve shall be installed and sealed by the Water Department.  Any unmetered 

service shall be restricted to "for an agreed period" and at an agreed charge. 

 

    METER CONNECTIONS: A drain type service valve and two 3/4" I.P.S. female fitting, eleven 

(11) inches apart and on centers must be installed near the point of entrance of the service pipe so a 

meter can be mounted in a horizontal position.  An extra charge will be made if this work is done 

incorrectly and requires modification by the Water Department. 

 

4.  Persons contracting for service shall state in the application all the purposes for which they intend 

to use water and no other use thereof shall be made, until a new application is made. 

 

5.  All applications for shutting off and turning on water must be made in writing.  In all cases, when a 

consumer requests water to be turned on, arrangements must be made for the consumer to be present 

when the water is turned on to avoid any accidental leakage, which would cause damage to the 

property, or a waste of water to the town. 

 

6.  The customer shall keep tight and in good condition all fixtures and pipes both inside their building 

and from the property line to same, and shall protect them from freezing.  The user shall report to the 

Water Department any unusual condition in connection with the water system from the property line to 

and including the meter.  The consumer shall have the responsibility of keeping the street shut-off 

located at the way line, clear of obstructions, and not allow it to become buried, in order that this shut-

off be readily accessible to the Water Department at all times.  The charge for repairing any street 

shut-off that is damaged or buried or made unaccessible to the Water Department may be billed to the 

consumer, at the discretion of the Board, for the necessary material and labor to rectify the condition. 

 

7.  The Water Department may, from time to time, shut off the water for the purpose of making repairs 

or changes in the system or for any other necessary purpose.  It may also shut off the water for any 

other necessary purpose.  It may also shut off the water upon failure of the customer to observe its 

rules and regulations, or failure to pay charges within the time agreed.  The Town and/or its Water 

Department shall not be liable for any damage caused by shutting off of the water for any variation in 

pressure, nor shall the customer be entitled to any rebate by reason thereof. 

 

8.  The Water Commissioners and/or the employees of the Water Department may enter the premises 

of a customer at any reasonable time for the purpose of inspecting pipes, meters, fixtures or 

attachments used by the customer of to ascertain whether water is being used  unreasonably or 

contrary to these rules and regulations. 

 

9.  No persons, except under the supervision of the Water Commissioners and/or the employees of the 

Water Department and the Fire Department shall open a hydrant or operate any other fixture or valve 

of the water system without the written consent of the Water Department. 
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10. The owners of the property served shall be liable for all charges both for the use of water and the 

installation of services and connections.  The Town of Norwell has accepted the Lien Act in 

accordance with the General Laws, and unpaid water consumption charges and any other charges, 

when overdue, will be committed to the Assessors as a lien upon the real estate. 

 

11. All customers and property owners are warned to equip plumbing, pressure tanks, etc., with proper 

relief valves and safety appliances.  The Water Department will not be responsible for any damage 

which may occur through the variation of water pressure or loss of water supply.   

 

12. The installation of a domestic water service line must be in land which is part of the legal lot 

approved for the dwelling house to be serviced by the line.  Easements for such a line over the land of 

others must be approved - in writing - in each case.   

 

13. The size and type of line must meet with Water Board approval-obtained prior to installation. 

 

14. Exceptions to the above requirements can only be obtained by written request to the Board of 

Water Commissioners prior to installation. 

 

SECTION II. WATER  RATES AND STANDARD CHARGES 

 

     Pursuant to the Authority provided under Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 41, Section 69, the 

following rates shall be in effect August 1, 1988:  (Revised and effective 1/1/2004)  Rev. 

11/16/2006) 

 

SEMI-ANNUAL METER/SER VICE  CHARGE:   (Revised 1/1/2004) 

                    5/8, 3/4, 1 inch meter size                       $14.00 

                    1-1/4 and 1-1/2 inch meter size                 $28.00 

                    2 inch and larger meter size                      $60.00 

 

WATER USAGE RATES:  (Revised and Effective Jan. 1. 2001) and Jan. 1. 2004;  Rev. 

11/16/2006: 

                    $3.80 per 1000 gallons for first 30,000 gallons of usage 

                    $4.60 per 1000 gallons for 30,000 to 50,000 gallons of usage 

                    $5.50 per 1000 gallons for usage over 50,000 gallons 

 

NEW WATER SERVICE CONNECTION FEES:  

 

¾ INCH TO 1 INCH SERVICES  $2,000.00 

1-1/2 INCH SERVICE   $2,500.00 

2 INCH SERVICE   $3,000.00 

OVER 2 INCH SERVICE   $5,000.00 

(INCLUDES 4, 6, 8, and 10 INCH DOMESTIC SERVICES) 

 

Existing residences, with occupancy permits as of December 31, 2003 receive a 25% discount on 

connection fees. 

 

NEW SPRINKLER CONNECTION FEE:  

 

Sprinkler Service    $3,000.00 

(INCLUDES 4, 6, 8 AND 10 INCH SPRINKLER SERVICES) 

 

METER PIT FEE:  

 

1-1/2 and 2 inch pit   $1,500.00 

(Required for services of 400 feet) 
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BACKFLOW DEVICE TESTING:  

 

$60.00 FIRST DEVICE, $30.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DEVICE 

 

 

Minimum Construction charge for unmetered service not to exceed six (6) months - $20.00. 

 

For a service requiring water to be turned off or on at a street connection, each call, $10.00. 

 

For the resealing of a meter at the request of a customer for purposes of renovations, etc., no charge. 

 

For the filling of swimming pools, $10.00 per man hour, plus the water used at the above rates. 

 

For any meter found to be tampered with or removed without Water Department approval, the 

customer will be charged an amount equal to that of the average previous bills as well as a $20.00 

service charge. 

 

Semi-annual sprinkler service fee: $62.50 commencing with first billing after service has been 

installed a minimum of six months. 

 

Any installation larger than 2 inches shall be at the expense of the applicant, including a meter that 

meets the standards of the Board of Water Commissioners. 

 

All bills are payable 30 days from date of mailing.  Bills unpaid after 30 days shall be subject to a 

penalty of 10% on the unpaid balance.  All bills outstanding after due date shall be a lien upon the real 

estate. 

 

In case of non-payment the Board of Water Commissioners may cause the supply to be shut off. 

 

Senior Citizens shall be given a 10% discount provided that they are a minimum of sixty (60) years of 

age and that they are the resident owner of the property.  This discount shall apply to the minimum 

charge and the water usage charge.  No discounts shall apply to the water connection fees. 

 

SECTION III. RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR DEVELOPERS OR PRIVATE 

INSTALLERS  

I.  INSTALLATIONS  

 

    1.  All developers must meet with the Board of Water Commissioners with their preliminary       

plans to discuss a proposed installation. 

 

    2.  Before any installations are started a complete plan of the proposed work must be submitted      

and approved by the Board of Water Commissioners in writing. 

 

    3.  Plan must show location of water mains, main valves, service valves, and curb boxes. 

 

    4.  A Water Board Supervisor shall be on the premises while mains and hydrants are being           

installed and a fee of $10.00 per hour will be charged for this supervision. 

 

    5.  Total installation shall be made in accordance with the American Water Works Association. 

 

    6.  No meters will be installed in garages, breezeways, sheds, manholes, etc. 

 

    7.  Dead end water mains will require a special hearing with the Board of Water Commissioners. 

 

II. WATER MAINS 
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    1.  Rules and regulations for developers or private installers of new water mains designed for use as 

part of the Norwell system must be in accordance with the following: 

 

        a. Pipe-Cement Asbestos or other pipe approved by the Board of Water Commissioners. 

        b. Pipe Bury-Four feet six inches (4'6") minimum to top of pipe. 

        c. Joints-Type-Rubber ring gasket or joint approved by this department. 

        d. Pipe to be installed in accordance with the specifications of the manufacturer and/or the 

           American Water Works Association. 

 

III HYDRANTS 

    1.  A.P. Smith 5" V.O. Standard Protectop Hydrant, Muller, and/or Eddy. 

 

IV  SERVICES 

 

    1.  Service Pipe 

        a.  3/4" approved plastic-rating 160 PSI working pressure, copper tubing, size O.D. 

        b.  Plastic pipe to be extended to meter valve inside building. 

 

    2.  Connection to main to be made according to the specifications of the department. 

 

    3.  Curb valve-3/4" with drain.  Type must be approved.  

 

    4.  Curb box-3" cast iron, telescopic type, cap to be fastened by a pentagon headed cap screw. 

 

    5.  House or Service Valve-3/4" minimum size with drain on house side.  Type must be approved. 

 

    6.  Meter Connections-Connection and temporary spacer to be furnished and installed by the Water 

Department. 

 

        a. One connector to be connected to house or service valve. 

        b. A second valve must be connected to the meter outlet connection on the house side of  

            the meter. 

        c. The connection for the meter installation must be securely and permanently fastened 

            not more than 12" from the meter. 

 

    7.  All copper tubing flares must be made by an approved flaring tool. 

 

    8.  Curb boxes must be placed on the property line. 

 

    9.  A service pipe must be installed at a right angle to the water mains. 

 

    10. All services installed in a development must be installed under the supervision of the 

Water Department for which the town shall be paid a fee of $10.00 per hour for the 

inspection of the installation of such services.  No services can be installed in a  

development until approved and a date set for the installation by the Board of Water 

Commissioners. 

 

    11. No service pipe shall be installed under a driveway. 

 

    12. No service pipe, water main or any part of the water system can be installed through 

any part of a sewage disposal system, or within 20' of such system. 

 

V   EASEMENTS 

 

    1.  All easements for the installation of water mains in a development to be not less than 

        50 feet in width to be acceptable to the Board of Water Commissioners. 
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BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS 

 

WATER USE RESTRICTION BYLAW 

 

(VOTED AT ATM 5/15/2000, ARTICLE 21)  

(approved by Office of A/G on September 12, 2000)  

 

Section 1:  AUTHORITY 

 

This Bylaw is adopted by the Town under its police powers to protect 

public health and welfare and its powers under M.G.L. c.40, Section 

21 et seq. and implements the Townôs authority to regulate water use 

pursuant to M.G.L. c.41, Section 69B.  This bylaw also implements 

the Townôs authority under M.G.L. c.40, Section 41A, conditioned 

upon a declaration of water supply emergency issued by the 

Department of Environmental Protection.  

 

Section 2:  PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this bylaw is to protect, preserve and maintain the 

public health, safety and welfare whenever there is in force a State 

of Water Supply Conservation or State of Water Supply Emergency by 

providing for enforcement of any duly imposed restrictions, 

requirements, provisions or conditions imposed by the Town or by the 

Department of Environmental Protection.  

 

Section 3:  DEFINITIONS  

 

Person shall mean any individual, corporation trust, partnership or 

association, or other entit y.  

 

State of Water Supply Emergency shall mean a State of Water Supply 

Emergency declared by the Department of Environmental Protection 

under M.G.L. c 21G, Section 15 - 27.  

 

State of Water Supply Conservation shall mean a State of Water 

Supply Conservation d eclared by the Town pursuant to Section 4 of 

this bylaw.  

 

Water Users or Water Consumers shall mean all public and private 

users of the Townôs public water system, irrespective of any 

personôs responsibility for billing purposes for water used at any 

parti cular facility.  

 

Section 4:  DECLARATION OF A STATE OF WATER SUPPLY CONSERVATION 

 

The Town, through its Board of Water Commissioners, may declare a 

State of Water Supply Conservation upon a determination by a 

majority vote of the Board that a shortage of wa ter exists and 

conservation measures are appropriate to ensure an adequate supply 

of water to all water consumers.  Public notice of a State of Water 

Conservation shall be given under Section 6 of this Bylaw before it 

may be enforced.  

 

Section 5:  RESTRICTED WATER USES 
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A declaration of a State of Water Supply Conservation shall include 

one or more of the following restrictions, conditions, or 

requirements limiting the use of water as necessary to protect the 

water supply.  The applicable restrictions, condi tions or 

requirements shall be included in the public notice required under 

Section 6.  

 

a)  Odd/Even Day Outdoor Watering.  Outdoor watering by water 

users with odd numbered addresses is restricted to odd 

numbered days.  Outdoor watering by users with even num bered 

addresses is restricted to even numbered days.  

 

b)  Outdoor Watering Ban.  Outdoor Watering is prohibited.  

 

c)  Outdoors Watering Hours.  Outdoor watering is permitted only 

during daily periods of low demand, to be specified in the 

declaration of a State of Water Supply Conservation and public 

notice thereof.  

 

d)  Filling Swimming Pools.  Filling of swimming pools is 

prohibited.  

 

e)  Automatic Sprinkler Use.  The use of automatic sprinkler 

systems is prohibited.  

 

Section 6:  PUBLIC NOTIFICATION OF A STATE OF WATER SUP PLY 

  CONSERVATION; NOTIFICATION OF DEP  

 

Notification of any provisions, restriction, requirement or 

condition imposed by the Town as part of a State of Water Supply 

Conservation shall be published in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the Town, or by such other means reasonable 

calculated to reach and inform all users of water of the State of 

Water Supply Conservation.  Any restriction imposed under Section 5 

shall not be effective until such notification is provided.  

 

Notification of the State of W ater Supply Conservation shall also be 

simultaneously provided to the Massachusetts Department of 

Environmental Protection.  

 

Section 7:  TERMINATION OF A STATE OF WATER SUPPLY CONSERVATION; 

  NOTICE 

 

A State of Water Supply Conservation may be terminated by  a majority 

vote of the Board of Water Commissioners, upon a determination that 

the water supply shortage no longer exists.  Public notification of 

the termination of a State of Water Supply Conservation shall be 

given in the same manner required by Sectio n 6.  

 

 

 

Section 8:  STATE OF WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCY; COMPLIANCE WITH DEP 

ORDERS 

Upon notification to the public that a declaration of a State of Water Supply 

Emergency has been issued by the Department of Environmental Protection, no 
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person shall violate an y provision, restriction, requirement, condition of any 

order approved or issued by the Department intended to bring about an end to the 

State Emergency.  

 

Section 9:  PENALTIES 

 

Any person violating this bylaw shall be issued a warning for the first 

violati on; shall be liable to the Town in the amount of $50.00 for the second 

violation and $100 for each subsequent violation which shall inure to the Town 

for such uses as the Town may direct.  Fines shall be recovered by indictment or 

on complaint before the D istrict Court, or by non - criminal disposition in 

accordance with Section 21D of Chapter 40 of the General Laws.  Each day of 

violation shall constitute a separate offense.  

 

Section 10:  SEVERABILITY 

 

The invalidity of any portion or provision of this bylaw shall not invalidate 

any other portion or provision thereof.  

 

 

ARTICLE XIII -TOWN PROPERTY  

 

SECTION 1.  The Selectmen shall have the care and custody of all town property not otherwise placed 

by law in the hands of other town officers. 

 

SECTION 2.  Except as otherwise provided by law, the Selectmen shall protect the town and town 

property against any losses or claims due to any cause by such kinds and amounts of insurance as are 

necessary. 

 

SECTION 3.  Annually, the Selectmen shall examine all town buildings under their care and custody 

and shall request of the town at each Annual Meeting such appropriations as seem necessary to keep 

such properties in proper condition to fulfill their purpose, such request to be presented with the 

recommendations of the Advisory Board. 

 

SECTION 4.  Any Board or Officer in charge of a department may with the approval of the Selectmen 

sell any personal property or material not required by said department.  If the value of said property 

exceeds $1,000.00, the approval of the Selectmen shall not be given unless the property has been 

appraised by a disinterested competent person and unless notice of sale has been given by publication 

at least one week before the sale in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town. 

 

SECTION 5.  The Selectmen may accept, from time to time, in behalf of the Town of Norwell, gifts of 

land and interests in land for the following purposes: walkway and sidewalk purposes, storm drainage 

and above and below ground drainage purposes, for slope maintenance purposes, for the purpose of 

rounding street corners and for any purpose approved by the Planning Board and shown on a plan 

approved by the Planning Board under General Laws, Chapter 41, Section 81K to 81Y, inclusive. 

 

SECTION 6.  No vehicle shall be allowed on any Town Landing without a permit issued under the 

direction of the Board of Selectmen. 
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Town of Norwell Scenic Road General Bylaw 

Section 1.  Authority and Purpose:   
a.  Authority ï This article is adopted under authority of MGL 

c. 40, §15C (Scenic Roads) and MGL c. 40, §21 .   

b.  Purpose ï The purpose of this article is to provide a 

clearly defined public process and procedure for the 

implementation of the Scenic Road Act.  The provisions of 

this act should ensure that:  

1.  The semi - rural, natural, historic and scenic character 

of the Townôs roads (as defined herein) is 

maintained.  

2.  The need to preserve the character of scenic roads is 

balanced by the Townôs need to efficiently maintain 

roads, acknowledging that roads serve a 

transportation function f or pedestrians and 

bicyclists, as well as motorized vehicles.  

3.  That Town roads will be recommended for designation as 

scenic roads in accordance with the criteria set forth 

in this article.  

4.  That trees (as defined herein) and stone walls within 

the right - of - way of all designated scenic roads will 

not be altered without the required Planning Board 

public hearing, nor without following the other 

procedures set forth in this article.  

 

Section 2.  Definitions:  

For terms not qualified or defined in MGL c. 40, § 15C (Scenic 

Roads), the following meanings shall apply for the purposes of 

this bylaw:  

 

Abutter ï All property owners, including those across the 

street, abutting the property where work requiring a scenic 

road hearing is required.  

 

Branch ï A living branc h that is fully attached to a tree (as 

defined herein) and that has a diameter of three inches or 

more, 12 inches from the point at which said branch connects 

to the tree.  

 

Cutting or Removal of Trees ï The removal of one or more trees, 

trimming of branche s (both as defined herein) or cutting of 

roots sufficient in the Tree Warden's written opinion to cause 

eventual destruction of the tree.  This definition does not 
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apply to clearing nuisance growth, routine or emergency tree 

maintenance that removes only p ermanently diseased or damaged 

limbs, trunks, roots and dead whole trees or thinning crowded 

trees as determined by the Tree Warden.  

 

Posting ï The marking of a tree or stone wall along a road for 

the purpose of a scenic road hearing.  For trees, such mark ing 

as described in MGL c. 87, §3.  For stone walls, a ribbon or 

other appropriate flagging material shall be temporarily 

affixed at the limit of work on both ends of the stone wall.   

 

Repair, Maintenance, Reconstruction or Paving Work ï Shall 

mean any wo rk done within a road (as defined herein) by any 

person or agency, public or private.  Construction of new 

driveways or widening of existing ones is included, insofar as 

it takes place within the road .  Roadside clearing of trees to 

provide for vehicular c learance or for improvements to the 

line - of - sight shall also be included in this definition.  The 

definition of repair, maintenance, reconstruction or paving 

work shall not apply to the c onstruction or alteration of 

water, sewer, electric, telephone, cable  television or other 

utilities within the road unless such construction or 

alteration requires the tearing down of destruction of stone 

walls or the cutting or removal of trees .   

 

Road ï The entire legal right - of - way of a vehicular traveled 

right - of - way i n Norwell, including any necessary appurtenances, 

and including bridge structures, drainage systems, retaining 

walls, traffic control devices and sidewalks. The right - of - way 

includes the area on and within the boundaries of the right -

of - way and the air spa ce above. The applicant shall be 

responsible for determining the limits and width of the right -

of - way by utilizing layout plans available.  If the boundaries 

are not officially known, any affected tree or stone wall shall 

be presumed to be within the right - of - way until shown by the 

proponent of the work to be otherwise.  

 

Scenic Road ï A road so designated in accordance with MGL. c. 

40, §15C  

 

Stone Wall ï A man - made grouping of stones forming a straight 

or curved line.  

 

Street Residents ï The full list of al l of the residents with 

an address on the subject street or streets, as found in the 

Norwell Board of Registrars most current edition of the 

ñResident List of the Town of Norwellò. 
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Tearing Down or Destruction of Stone Walls ï The destruction, 

removal, cov ering, or painting of any stone wall, or segment 

thereof, within or partially within the right - of - way.  

Temporary removal and replacement of a stone wall at the same 

location, within a six - month period, with the same materials 

is permitted without Planning  Board approval, but only if the 

Planning Board is notified before the work begins so that it 

can confirm that the wall is properly replaced. Repair of a 

stone wall, not involving tearing down or destruction of the 

wall, is permissible and outside the scop e of this bylaw.  

 

Tree ï A living tree in its naturally standing position within 

or partially within the right - of - way, the trunk of which has a 

diameter of four inches or more, four feet above the ground. 

Nothing in this definition shall be construed to pe rmit a 

person, other than the Tree Warden, to trim, cut down or remove 

a public shade tree.  

 

Tree Warden ï The Town of Norwell Tree Warden or his designated 

deputy.  

 

Section 3. Criteria for Designation as a Scenic Road:  

a.  In determining which roads or porti ons of roads should be 

recommended to Town Meeting for designation as scenic 

roads, the Planning Board shall consider the following 

criteria:  

1.  Overall scenic beauty.  

2.  Contribution of trees to scenic beauty.  

3.  Contribution of stone walls to scenic beauty.  

4.  Age a nd historic significance of roads, trees and 

stone walls.  

5.  Built features, along the street such as historic 

buildings, historic monuments, historic burial grounds 

and historic structures.  

6.  Features of the road, such as surface, pavement width, 

use restricti ons and bridges.  

b.  Roads that have previously been designated as scenic roads 

may be reevaluated using the foregoing criteria.  

 

Section 4.  Procedure for Designating Scenic Roads:  

a.  The Planning Board, the Conservation Commission or the 

Historical Commission, or a petition of 10 registered 

voters of the Town, may propose scenic road designation by 

the timely submission of an article for the Annual Town 

Meeting Warrant for any road or portion thereof other than 

a numbered route or state highway.   
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1.  Following the close of the Warrant, the Planning 

Board shall hold a public hearing by advertising 

twice in a newspaper of general circulation, the 

first advertisement to appear at least 14 days prior 

to the date of the public hearing.  

2.  The Planning Board shall provide a copy of the public 

hearing notice to all Street Residents, the Board of 

Selectmen, the Building Inspector , the Conservation 

Commission, the Historical Commission and the Tree 

Warden / Highway Department before the public 

hearing commences.  The Planning Bo ard shall also 

ask the Town Administrator to announce the public 

hearing during the on - air segment of the Selectmenôs 

meeting .  

3.  The Planning Board shall ensure that any 

recommendation for scenic road designation is 

accompanied by a written description of th e 

characteristics of the road that require the 

protection afforded by these regulations.  

b.  The Planning Board shall make its recommendation to Town 

Meeting on the merits of designation of the road as a 

scenic road.   Following scenic road designation by town 

meeting, the Planning Board shall:  

1.  Notify all municipal departments that may take any 

action with respect to such road.  

2.  Notify all utility companies or other such parties 

that may work on such road.  

3.  Notify the Massachusetts Highway Department.  

4.  Indicate suc h designation on the next revision of the 

zoning map.  

 

Section 5.   Design Standards for Scenic Roads:  

a.  Only one driveway cut per lot onto any designated scenic 

road shall be allowed as the direct result of the Cutting 

or Removal of Trees or the Tearing Down  or Destruction of 

any Stone Wall.  The driveway width shall be limited to 18 

feet.  

b.  The use of a common driveway is encouraged for multiple - lot 

projects, but not required.  

c.  Stone wall sections to be removed for a driveway shall not 

exceed the driveway widt h by more than 2 feet on each 

side edge of the driveway.  

d.  Removed stone for driveway breaches shall be used to 

repair other sections of the wall along the road at the 

sole expense of the applicant.  

e.  Stone walls that are breached should be provided with 

appro priate termini.  Appropriate termini shall consist 
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of, but not be limited to, stone piers, granite posts, or 

tapered ends to the stone wall that turn back onto the 

property.  

f.  The Planning Board retains the right to waive any or all 

of the §5 Design Standard s if it deems doing so is 

consistent with the intent of MGL c. 40, §15C Scenic Roads 

and it enhances the considerations enumerated in §7.  

 

Section 6.  Filing for Work Affecting Trees or Stone Walls; 

Emergencies:  

a.  Filing. Any person, organization or agency 

seeking the consent of the Planning Board under 

MGL c. 40, § 15C (Scenic Roads) regarding 

repair, maintenance, reconstruction or paving 

work, including new driveways, that may involve 

the cutting or removal of trees or the tearing 

down or destruction of st one walls, or 

portions thereof, within or partially within 

the right - of - way of a designated scenic road, 

shall provide notice to all abutters and file 

a request with the Planning Board, submitting 

the following information:  

1.  The text of the notice of the pu blic hearing,  

identifying the location of the proposed action in 

terms enabling the readers to locate it with 

reasonable specificity on the ground without the 

need for additional plans or references and 

describing in reasonable detail the proposed changes 

to trees and stone walls.  

2.  A statement of the purpose(s) for the proposed 

action.  

3.  Any further explanatory material useful to 

adequately inform the Planning Board, including 

clearly identifiable digital or printed photographs 

of the proposed work area and it s existing 

conditions including an identical set of existing 

conditions photographs marked up to demonstrate the 

proposed work.  All pictures shall be signed and 

dated by the applicant.  

4.  A p lan or drawing showing the proposed work with 

specific design detai ls shall be required.  A 

description of the proposed changes to either trees or 

stonewalls should be included on these plans.  Such 

plans shall show all work that might involve the 

Tearing Down or Destruction of Stone Walls, including 

the potential install ation of electric, water, and gas 

lines.    
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5.  Except in the case of town agencies, a fee sufficient 

to reimburse the cost of advertising and shall be 

provided before the public hearing commences.  

6.  A list of abutters to the property requiring the 

scenic road h earing and proof of notice given.  

7.  Adequate posting per §2 of this bylaw, at least one 

calendar week before the public hearing.  

8.  An explanation of any proposed compensatory actions 

that may be useful to the Planning Board before the 

start of the public heari ng.  

b.  Notice.  The Planning Board shall, as required 

by statute, give notice of its public hearing by 

twice advertising in a newspaper of general 

circulation in the area, with the first 

publication of the notice to be at least 

fourteen days prior to the hear ing and the 

last at least seven days prior to the hearing. 

Copies of the notice shall be sent to the Board 

of Selectmen, the Tree Warden / Highway 

Department, the Conservation Commission and 

the Historical Commission before the public 

hearing commences.  

c.  Public hearing & Decision.  The Planning Board 

shall hold a public hearing within thirty days 

of receipt of a properly filed request and 

shall file a decision with the Town Clerk 

fifteen days after the hearing, unless the 

applicant agrees to an extension.  The Planning 

Board shall also send a copy of its decision to 

the applicant, the Board of Selectmen, Building 

Inspector , the Conservation Commission, the 

Historical Commission and the Tree Warden / 

Highway Department .  

d.  Public Shade Trees.  When required by MG L c. 

87 (Shade Trees), notice shall be given and 

the Planning Board hearing required by MGL c. 

40, §15C (Scenic Roads) shall be held in 

conjunction with those held by the Tree Warden, 

with the Planning Board responsible for the 

consolidated notice acting u nder MGL c. 87 

(Shade Trees).  Consent to an action by the 

Planning Board shall not be construed as consent 

by the Tree Warden or vice versa.  

e.  The approval of the Planning Board or Tree 

Warden under these regulations for any proposed 

work shall be valid for  two years from the date 

the decision is filed with the Town Clerk.  
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After two years from this date, the decision is 

void unless an extension is granted before the 

expiration.  

f.  Emergency repair. This article shall not apply 

when the Tree Warden acts in an e mergency in 

accordance with law.  In cases where a tree or 

branch poses a threat to public safety and there 

is not sufficient time to obtain prior approval 

from the Planning Board, the Planning Board must 

be notified by the Tree Warden within the 

calendar week after any action, where if the 

threat had not existed, would be a violation of 

this ordinance.  Under no circumstances are 

stone walls to be torn down or destroyed on a 

scenic road under the auspices of emergency 

repair.  

 

Section 7.  Considerations Wh en Acting On Applications:  

In acting on filings concerning designated scenic roads, the 

Planning Board shall take into consideration the following:  

a.  That abutters were notified.  

b.  Contribution of trees to scenic beauty.  

c.  Contribution of stone walls to scenic b eauty.  

d.  Age and historic significance of roads, trees and stone 

walls.  

e.  Features of the road, such as surface, pavement width and 

bridges.  

f.  Public safety.  

g.  Compensatory actions proposed, such as stone wall and tree 

replacement (tree replacement per §8a).  The Board may approve 

any plan where the compensatory action is deemed to be of 

greater value, as defined by §7, than the proposed alteration.  

h.  Functional importance and urgency of repair, maintenance, 

reconstruction or paving.  

i.  Additional evidence contributed b y abutters, town agencies 

and other interested parties.  

j.  Existence or absence of reasonable alternatives.  

k.  Recreational uses of the road.  

l.  Other planning information, including how what is 

proposed relates to the Master Plan.  

 

Section 8.  Enforcement and Vio lations:  

a.  Failure to file with the Planning Board for permission to 

cut or remove trees or for the tearing down or destruction 

of any portion of a stonewall within any designated scenic 

road will require an immediate after - the - fact filing  and 

the applicant shall be required to restore features 
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altered by the work.  Unless waived, the applicable 

restoration shall consist of restoring the stone wall to 

existing conditions and/or replacing the trees cut with 

nursery quality trees that are acceptable to the Plan ning 

Board -  in consultation with the Tree Warden .  For every 

three inches of tree cut, measured across its stump, a 

nursery quality replacement tree with a two inch caliper, 

measured four feet from the ground, shall be planted by 

the applicant.  

b.  Failure to  comply with a duly issued decision of the 

Planning Board shall be subject to restoration as 

detailed above and other remedial measures that the 

Planning Board deems necessary. Any decision not carried 

out within two years of issue shall be void and shall 

require a new filing, unless an extension is granted before 

the two - year expiration.  

c.  The location of any tree replacement shall be at the 

direction of the Tree Warden.  

d.  The Planning Board and the Tree Warden shall have the 

authority to enforce the provision s of this section, as 

applicable.  

e.  Any violation of this bylaw, whether for the tearing down 

or destruction of stone walls or the cutting or removal of 

trees, shall result in a fine levied against the offending 

property owner.  The first violation shall res ult in a 

fine of $100, the second violation shall result in a fine 

of $200, and the third violation shall result in a fine of 

$300.  Each day, or portion thereof, that a violation of 

this bylaw continues shall be deemed a separate offense.   

f.  In addition to  the foregoing remedies, the Town of Norwell 

acting by and through its Planning Board, and with the 

approval of the Board of Selectmen, shall have all other 

legal and equitable remedies, which may exist, including 

without limitation the right to seek injun ctive relief.  

g.  In addition and as an alternative method of enforcement, 

the Town of Norwell may in its discretion enforce the 

provisions of this bylaw in the manner provided in MGL c. 

40, §21D.  

h.  If, in an aspect, any provision of this bylaw, in whole or 

part , shall prove to be invalid for any reason, such 

invalidity shall only affect the part of such provision 

found invalid.  In all other aspects, all provisions of 

this bylaw will remain in full force.  

 

Section 9.  Scenic Roads in Norwell  

The following roads are designated as scenic roads under MGL c. 

40, §15C and this bylaw:  
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a.  Bowker Street    Annual Town Meeting ï 3/1976  

b.  Norwell Avenue    Annual Town Meeting ï 3/1976  

c.  Jacobs Lane     Annual Town Meeting ï 3/1980  

d.  Stetson Road     Annual Town Meeting ï 3/1980  

e.  Stetson  Shrine Lane    Annual Town Meeting ï 3/1980  

f.  Tiffany Road     Annual Town Meeting ï 3/1980  

g.  Central Street     Annual Town Meeting ï 5/2005  

h.  First Parish Road    Annual Town Meeting ï 5/2005  

i.  High Street     Annual Town Meeting ï 5/2005  

j.  Old Oaken Bucket Road   Annual Town Meeting ï 5/2005  

k.  Prospect Street    Annual Town Meeting ï 5/2005  

l.  River Street     Annual Town Meeting ï 5/2005  

m.  Circuit Street     Annual Town Meeting ï 5/2006  

n.  Green Street     Annual Town Meeting ï 5/2006  

o.  Lincoln Street    Annual Town Meeting ï 5/2006  

p.  Pine Street     Annual Town Meeting ï 5/2006  

q.  Pleasant Street    Annual Town Meeting ï 5/2006  

r.  Mount Blue Street    Annual Town Meeting ï 5/2006  

s.  Wildcat Lane     Annual Town Meeting ï 5/2006  

t.  Winter Street     Annual Town Meeting ï 5/2006  

u.  Cross Street     Annual Tow n Meeting ï 5/2008  

v.  Forest Street     Annual Town Meeting ï 5/2008  

w.  Summer Street    Annual Town Meeting ï 5/2008  

 

Section 10.  Power to Adopt Rules and Regulations:  

The Planning Board, in its discretion, shall have the 

authority to adopt rules and regulations  consistent with this 

Bylaw.  

 

 

ARTICLE XIV  

TRAFFIC RULES AND ORDERS 

 

ARTICLE 1  

DEFINITIONS 

 

     For the purpose of these rules and orders, the words and phrases used herein shall have the 

following meanings except in those instances where the context clearly indicates a different meaning. 

 

        (a) Street or Highway  The entire width between property lines of every way open to the use of 

the public for the purpose of the public for the purpose of travel. 

 

        (b) Roadway  That portion of a street or highway between the regularly established curb lines or 

that part, exclusive of shoulders, improved and intended to be used for vehicular traffic. 

 

        (c) Lane  A longitudinal division of a roadway into a strip of sufficient width to accommodate 

the passage of a single line of vehicles. 

 

        (d) Vehicle  Every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported 

or drawn upon any street or highway, except devices moved by human power. 
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        (e) Parking  The stopping or standing of a vehicle whether occupied or not, otherwise than 

temporarily for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading, or in obedience to 

an officer or traffic signs or signals, or while making emergency repairs or, if disabled, while 

arrangements are being made to move such vehicle. 

 

        (f) Official Traffic Signs   All signs, markings and devices other than signals, not inconsistent 

with these rules and orders, and which conform to the standards prescribed by the Department of 

Public Works of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and placed or erected by authority of a public 

body or official having jurisdiction, for the purpose of guiding, directing, warning or regulating traffic. 

 

        (g) Police Officer  For the purpose of these rules and orders a police officer shall be construed to 

mean any police officer, any constable or special officer, provided he has his badge of office displayed 

over his left breast and upon his outer garment. 

 

        (h) Emergency Vehicles of the Fire Department, police vehicles, ambulances and emergency 

vehicle of federal, state and municipal departments or public service corporations when the latter are 

responding to an emergency in relation to the police or fire departments. 

 

        (i) Official Street Marking  Any painted line, legend, marking or marker of any description 

painted or placed upon any way which purports to direct or regulate traffic and which has been 

authorized by the Board of Selectmen and which has the written approval of the Dept. of Public 

Works, Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

 

        (j) Loading Zones  No person shall park a vehicle upon any street in any loading zone for a 

period of time longer than thirty minutes and except while actually engaged in loading or unloading. 

 

        (k) U Turn Prohibited   No operator shall back or turn a vehicle so as to proceed in the direction 

opposite to that in which said vehicle is headed or traveling on the following streets. 
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ARTICLE 2 

AUTHORITY AND DUTIES OF POLICE 

 

Section 1 - Police to Direct Traffic 

     It shall be the duty of the Police Officers to enforce the provisions of these rules and orders.  Police 

Officers are hereby authorized to direct all traffic either in person or by means of visible or audible 

signal in conformance with the provisions of these rules and orders, provided that in the event of a fire 

or other emergency to expedite traffic or safeguard pedestrians, officers of the Police or Fire 

Department may direct traffic, as conditions may require, notwithstanding the provisions of these rules 

and orders. 

 

Section 2 - Police May Close Streets Temporarily 

     The Chief of Police may close temporarily any street or highway in an impending or existing 

emergency, or for any lawful assemblage, demonstration or procession provided there is reasonable 

justification for the closing of such street.  And in connection therewith, where the public convenience 

and necessity require, the Chief of Police may authorize and direct the temporary placement of detour 

signs. 

 

Section 3 - Police May Prohibit Parking Temporarily 

     The Chief of Police may prohibit, temporarily, parking on any street or highway or part thereof in 

an impending or existing emergency, or for a lawful assemblage, demonstration or procession 

provided there is reasonable justification for such prohibition.  Vehicles parked in places where 

parking is prohibited temporarily may be moved by or under the direction of an officer. 

 

Section 4 - Exemptions 

     The provisions of these rules and orders shall not apply to operators actually engaged in work upon 

a street or highway closed to travel or under construction or repair, to officers when engaged in the 

performance of public duties nor to drivers of emergency vehicles while operating in an emergency 

and in performance of public duties when the nature of the work of any of these necessitates a 

departure from any part of these rules and orders.  These exemptions shall not, however, protect the 

driver of any vehicle from consequences of a reckless disregard of the safety of others. 

 

ARTICLE 3 

TRAFFIC SIGNS, SIGNALS, MARKINGS AND ZONES 

 

Section 1 - Interference with Signs, Signals and Markings Prohibited 

     It shall be unlawful for any persons to willfully deface, injure, move or obstruct or interfere with 

any official traffic sign, signal or marking. 

 

Section 2    

     No driver of any vehicle shall disobey the instructions of any official traffic control signal, sign, 

marking, marker or legend, unless otherwise directed by a police officer. 

 

ARTICLE 4 

PARKING 

 

Section 1 - General Prohibitions 

     No person shall park a vehicle in any of the following places and vehicles found parked in violation 

of the provisions of this section may be moved by or under the direction of an officer and at the 

expense of the owner to a place where parking is permitted. 

 

          (a)  Within an intersection. 

          (b)  Upon any sidewalk. 

          (c)  Upon any crosswalk. 

(d) Upon the roadway in a rural or sparsely settled district. 
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          (e)  Upon a roadway where parking is permitted unless both wheels on the right  

                side of the vehicle are within twelve (12) inches of the curb or edge of the 

                roadway. 

                This shall not apply to streets or parts of streets where angle parking is 

                required by these regulations. 

          (f)  Upon any roadway where the parking of a vehicle will not leave a clear and 

                unobstructed lane at least twelve (12) feet wide for passing traffic. 

          (g)  Upon any street or highway within ten (10) feet of a fire hydrant. 

          (h)  In front of any private road or driveway, without the consent of the property 

                owner. 

          (i)  Upon any street or highway within twenty (20) feet of an intersecting way, 

                except alleys. 

          (j)  Upon any street or highway within twenty (20) feet of a firehouse driveway. 

 

Section 2 - Prohibited on Certain Streets 

     Upon the following streets or highways or parts thereof parking is hereby prohibited as set  

forth below, during the hours stated. 

 

          (a)  Grove Street, northeast for a distance of 100' from Washington Street, on 

                 both sides of the street. 

          (b)  High Street, southerly for a distance of 100' from Washington Street, on both 

                 sides of the street and triangle. 

          (c)  Westerly side of Bridge Street for its entire length, 1972 feet. 

          (d)  Easterly side of Dover Street from River Street to 100 yards beyond the entrance 

                 of the Albert Norris Reservation, 700 feet. 

          (e)  Bowker Street (bounded southerly by Main St., northerly by Grove St.) for its 

                 entire length of 6336 feet, with the exception of allowing three spaces*  

                 between the telephone poles in front of Meadowcroft Day Camp at 260 Bowker St. 

 

               *To allow parking for 3 vehicles for nurses and an emergency camp van not to 

                 exceed a total area of 45 feet in length. 

 

          (f)  Oak Street (bounded easterly by High St., westerly by Washington St., southerly 

                 by Ridge Hill Rd.) for its entire length of 965 feet. 

 

Section 3 - Time Limited in Designated Areas 

     No person shall park a vehicle in the following described areas for a period of time 

longer than hereafter specified: 

 

          (a)  One hour angle parking upon the southerly side of Main Street from River Street 

                 to the northwesterly property line of the First Parish Cemetery. 

          (b)  One hour parking parallel to curb upon the northerly side of Main Street from 

                 Central Street, in an easterly direction, for a distance of 500 feet. 

 

Section 4 - Angle Parking 

     1.  The Board of Selectmen shall determine upon what streets angle parking shall be permitted and 

shall mark and sign such streets, or cause same to be marked and signed.  Vehicles shall be parked 

with the right front wheel within twelve (12) inches of the curb or edge of roadway and at the angle to 

the curb indicated by marks and signs. 

 

     2.  Angle parking shall be required on the following streets or parts thereof which have been 

marked and signed for angle parking. 

 

          (a)  One hour angle parking upon the southerly side of Main Street, from River Street to 

                 the northwesterly property line of the First Parish Cemetery excluding 

                 690 Main Street. 
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Section 5 - Loading Zones 

     1.  A loading zone is established at the following location: 

          Main Street - South side from River St. (40 linear feet) Westerly. 

 

ARTICLE 4-A 

ONE-WAY STREETS 

 

Section 1 - One-Way Streets 

     Upon the following streets or parts of streets vehicular traffic shall move only in the direction 

indicated below, provided that official traffic signs are erected at each exit at each one-way street. 

          (a)  Forest Street - westerly, from River Street to Forest Avenue 

          (b)  Forest Avenue - easterly, from Forest Street to River Street 

 

ARTICLE 5 

OPERATION OF VEHICLES 

 

Section 1 - Obedience to Isolated Stop Signs. 

     Every driver of a vehicle, or other conveyance, approaching an intersection of ways where there 

exists facing him an official sign, bearing the word "Stop" and authorized by this section, said sign 

having apart from this regulation, the written approval of the Department of Public Works, 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and such approval being in effect, shall before proceeding through 

the intersection, bring such vehicle, or other conveyance to a complete stop at such point as may be 

clearly marked by a sign or line, or if a point is not so marked, then at a place between the said "Stop" 

sign and the nearer line of the street intersection.  In the case of a line of two or more vehicles 

approaching such "Stop" sign, the drivers of the second and third vehicles in line in any group shall 

not be required to stop more than once before proceeding through the intersection.  This section shall 

not apply when the traffic is otherwise directed by an officer or by a lawful traffic regulating sign, 

signal or device. 

 

     In accordance with the foregoing, the erection and maintenance of an official "Stop" sign or signs 

are authorized so as to face: 

 

 (1)  Northbound traffic on River Street at Main Street. 

 (2)  Southbound traffic on Central Street at Main Street. 

 (3)  Eastbound traffic on Green Street at River Street. 

 (4)  Eastbound traffic on Common Street at River Street. 

 (5)  Northwest bound traffic on Stetson Road at River Street, opposite Church Street. 

 (6)  Southeast bound traffic on Church Street at River Street. 

 (7)  Northbound traffic on South Street at Main Street. 

 (8)  Southbound traffic on Jacobs Lane at Main Street. 

 (9)  Southbound traffic on Prospect Street at Grove Street. 

 (10) Southeastbound traffic on Mt. Blue Street at Old Oaken Bucket Road. 

 (11) Southbound traffic on Summer Street at Old Oaken Bucket Road. 

 (12) Eastbound traffic on Cross Street at Winter Street. 

 (13) Southbound traffic on Winter Street at Main Street. 

 (14) Southbound drivers on Lincoln Street at Grove Street. 

 (15) Northbound drivers on School Street at Mount Blue Street. 

 (16) Northbound drivers on Ridge Hill Road at Oak Street. 

 (17) Southbound drivers on Old Oaken Bucket Road (East leg) at Central Street and          

         Norwell Avenue. 

 (18) Northwestbound drivers on Cross Street at Old Oaken Bucket Road. 

 (19) Eastbound drivers on Wildcat Lane at Pine Street. 

 (20) Westbound drivers on Green Street at Pine Street. 

 (21) Southbound drivers on Dover Street at River Street. 

 (22) Westbound drivers on Hall Drive at High Street. 
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 (23) Eastbound drivers on Dover Street at Main Street. 

 (24) Southbound drivers on Parker Street at Main Street. 

 (25) Westbound drivers on Neal Gate Street at Main Street. 

 (26) Eastbound drivers on Cross Street at Main Street. 

 (27) Northbound drivers on Franklin Road at intersection of Grove Street. 

 (28) Northbound drivers on Gerard Road at intersection of Grove Street. 

 (29) Northbound drivers on Wilder Road at intersection of Grove Street. 

 (30) Westbound drivers on Barque Hill Drive at intersection of Stetson Road. 

 (31) Eastbound drivers on Oak Street at intersection of Rte. 53 (Washington Street). 

 (32) Northbound drivers on Jacobs Lane at intersection of Prospect Street. 

 (33) Northbound drivers on Pine Street at intersection of Circuit Street. 

 (34) Southeastbound drivers on School Street at intersection of Grove Street. 

 (35) Southbound drivers on  Prospect Street at intersection of Main Street. 

 (36) Westbound drivers on Pleasant Street at intersection of South Street. 

 (37) Eastbound drivers on Pleasant Street at intersection of Circuit Street. 

 (38) Southwestbound drivers on School Street, YIELD at intersection of Grove Street. 

  

     In accordance with Chapter 689 of the Acts of 1986, the Norwell Board of Selectmen have voted to 

amend Norwell's Traffic Rules and Regulations by adding the following Stop signs: 

 

 Main Street/Jacobs Lane                     River Street/Meadowbrook Road 

 Main Street/Simon Hill                       Mt. Blue/Old Oaken Bucket 

 Main Street/Cushing Hill                    Mt. Blue/ Old Oaken Bucket (right Cor.) 

 Main Street/Bowker Street                  Norwell Avenue/Trout Brook Lane 

 Main Street/Circuit Street                   Norwell Avenue /Trout Brook Lane 

 Main Street/Paradise Drive                 Grove Street/Bowker Street 

 Main Street/Lincoln Street                  Grove Street/Otis Hill Road 

 Main Street/Homestead Farm Drive   Grove Street/Stanley Road 

 Main Street/West Street                      Grove Street/Prospect Street 

 Main Street/May Elm                          Stetson Road/Barstow Avenue 

 Main Street/Bridge Street                    Stetson Road/Till Rock 

 Main Street/Roubound                         Stetson Road/Masthead Drive 

 Main Street/Harbor Lane                      Pine Street/Tara Drive 

 Main Street/Arrowhead                        Pleasant St./Circuit St. 

 Main Street/Old Meeting House           Pleasant Street/Wildcat Lane 

 Main Street/Milton Lane                       Pleasant Street/E.A.Joseph Drive 

 River Street/Forest Avenue                   Pleasant Street/South Street 

 River Street/Chittenden Lane               Circuit Street/Forest Street 

 River Street/Riverside Drive                Circuit Street/Forest Street 

 River Street/Tara Drive                        Circuit Street/Main Street 

 River Street/Stetson Shrine Lane          South Street/Main Street 

 River Street/Pine Street                        South Street/School Drive 

 River Street/Stetson Road                     South Street/School Drive 

 River Street/Common Avenue              South Street/Mill Street 

 River Street/Tiffany Road                    Parker Street/Winter Street 

 Tiffany Road/Church Street                 Winter Street/Cross Street 

 Tiffany Road/Common Street              Old Oaken Bucket/Cranberry Lane 

 Common Street/Common Avenue       Grove Street/Franklin Road 

 Common Street/Leonard Avenue        Prospect Street/R.F.Higgins Drive 

 Old Oaken Bucket/Samuel Woodworth     Prospect Street/Walnut Road 

 Central Street/Mill Lane                      Oak Street/High Street 

 Norwell Avenue/Trout Brook              High Street/Longwater Drive 

              Norwell Avenue/Trout Brook              High Street/Longwater Drive 

 Summer Street/Black Pond Hill Road   Lincoln Street/Main Street 

 Summer Street/First Parish Road          Lincoln Street/Hemlock Drive 

 Summer Street/First Parish Road           Lincoln Street/Hemlock Drive 
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 Mt. Hope/Mt. Blue Street                      Lincoln Street/Grove Street 

 Mt. Blue/Lincoln Street                         Lincoln Street/Grove Street 

 Winter Street/Main Street                      Lincoln Street/Mt. Blue Street 

West Street/River Street        Doris Avenue/Jacobs Trail 

 West Street/Dover Street                        Hall Drive/Germaine Road 

 Hall Dr./Christopher Rd. West from Rte. 53 

 Hall Dr./Christopher Rd. East from High St. 

 Longwater Drive/Longwater Circle       Voted 4/98 

  

     These signs will be in compliance with the "Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices". 

                                                           Board of Selectmen-March 9, 1988 

 

Section 2 - Operation at Under and Overpasses and at Intersections with Islands 

     At any junction or crossing of ways where the roadway grades have been separated and where the 

ways are connected by ramps and at any intersection of ways in which there are traffic islands, drivers 

or vehicles shall proceed only as indicated by official signs, signals or markings. 

 

Section 3 - U Turn Prohibited Central Fire Station 

     No operator shall back or turn a vehicle so as to proceed in the direction opposite to that in which 

said vehicle is headed or traveling on Main Street (Route 123). 

 

Section 4:  Engine Braking Prohibited.   (Article No. 8 ATM 5/8/2006) 

The use of Engine Brakes, so called, shall be prohibited on all streets in the Town of Norwell.  

Engine (ñJakeò) braking is allowed in emergency situations and to avoid injury, or an accident, 

and the truck driver may use that claim as an affirmative defense if ticketed for violating the 

Town Bylaw. 

 

Violations of this section shall be enforced by the Norwell Police Department by the issuance of 

a civil citation with a fine not to exceed $300.00 per violation and shall be disposed of as a non-

criminal disposition under M.G.L., Chapter 40, Section 21D. 

 

ARTICLE 6 

RESPONSIBILITY, PENALTIES AND REPEALS 

 

Section 1 - Owner Prima Facie Responsible for Violations 

     If any vehicle is found upon any street or highway in violation of any provisions of these rules and 

orders and the identity of the driver cannot be determined, the owner or the person in whose name 

such vehicle is registered, shall be held prima facie responsible for such violation. 

 

Section 2 - Penalties 

     Any person convicted of a violation of any rule, regulation or order made hereunder, except as 

otherwise provided, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding twenty dollars ($20.00) for each 

offense. 

 

Section 3 - Repeal 

     These rules are adopted with the intent that each of them shall have force and effect separately and 

independently of every other except insofar as by express reference or necessary implication any rule 

or any part of a rule is made dependent upon another rule or part thereof. 

 

     The provisions of these rules so far as they are the same in effect as those of any valid existing 

rules, orders or regulations heretofore made by the Selectmen of Norwell relative to or in connection 

with official signs, lights, markings, signal systems or devices shall be construed as a continuation 

thereof, but all other existing rules, orders and regulations so made for the regulation of vehicles are 

hereby expressly repealed.  This repeal, however, shall not affect any punishment or penalty imposed 

or complaint or prosecution pending at the time of the passage hereof for an offense committed under 

any of the valid rules, orders or regulations hereby repealed. 
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Date of Passage: December 3, 1956 

Printed with most recent amendment: September 30, 1975 

 

NORWELL BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

 

 

ARTICLE 7 

SPEED REGULATIONS 

HIGHWAY LOCATION: TOWN OF NORWELL 

AUTHORITY IN CONTROL: TOWN OF NORWELL (Unless otherwise indicated) 

 

     In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 90, Section 18, of the General Laws (Ter. Ed.) as 

amended, the following Special Speed Regulations are hereby adopted by the Board of Selectmen of 

the Town of Norwell. 

 

     That the following speed limits are established at which motor vehicles may be operated in the 

areas described: 

 

1.  Special Speed Regulation No. 345               Posted: July 19, 1966 

 

Old Oaken Bucket Road - Eastbound 

        Beginning at a point 250 feet east of Norwell Avenue, thence easterly 

        0.48 miles at 30 miles per hour 

        thence 0.56 miles at 35 miles per hour 

        thence 0.42 miles at 40 miles per hour 

        ending at the SCITUATE TOWN LINE.  The total distance being 1.46 miles 

 

Old Oaken Bucket Road - Westbound   

         Beginning at the SCITUATE TOWN LINE, thence westerly in NORWELL 

         0.42 miles at 40 miles per hour 

         thence 0.56 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         thence 0.48 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         thence 0.05 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         ending at NORWELL AVENUE.  The total distance being 1.51 miles. 

 

Grove Street and Norwell Avenue - Eastbound 

         Beginning at a point 140 feet east of WASHINGTON STREET (Route 53), thence 

         easterly 0.56 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         thence 0.89 miles at 40 miles per hour 

         thence 0.09 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         thence 0.98 miles at 40 miles per hour 

         thence 0.14 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         thence 0.65 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         thence 0.53 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         thence 0.35 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         ending at OLD OAKEN BUCKET ROAD.  The total distance being 4.19 miles. 

 

Norwell Avenue and Grove Street - Westbound 

         Beginning at OLD OAKEN BUCKET ROAD, thence westerly 

         0.35 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         thence 0.53 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         thence 0.65 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         thence 0.14 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         thence 0.98 miles at 40 miles per hour 

         thence 0.09 miles at 35 miles per hour 
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         thence 0.89 miles at 40 miles per hour 

         thence 0.51 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         thence 0.08 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         ending at WASHINGTON STREET (Route 53).  The total distance being 4.22 miles. 

 

 

 

High Street - Northbound 

         Beginning at the HANOVER TOWN LINE, thence northerly in NORWELL 

         0.39 miles at 40 miles per hour 

         thence 0.35 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         thence 0.29 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         thence 0.25 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         ending at WASHINGTON STREET (Route 53).  The total distance being 1.28 miles. 

 

High Street - Southbound 

         Beginning at a point 200 feet south of WASHINGTON STREET (Route 53), thence  

         southerly  

         0.21 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         thence 0.29 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         thence 0.35 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         thence 0.39 miles at 40 miles per hour 

         ending at the HANOVER TOWN LINE.  The total distance being 1.24 miles. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

1.a  Special Speed Regulation No. 345-A             Posted: April 8, 1971 

 

Old Oaken Bucket Road - Eastbound 

         By striking out clauses reading 

         0.48 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         0.56 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         and inserting in place thereof 

         0.44 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         0.60 miles at 35 miles per hour 

 

Old Oaken Bucket Road - Westbound 

         By striking out the clauses reading 

         0.56 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.48 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         and inserting in place thereof 

         0.52 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.52 miles at 30 miles per hour 

 

High Street - Northbound 

         By striking out the clauses reading 

         0.29 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         0.25 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         and inserting in place thereof 

         0.54 miles at 30 miles per hour 

 

High Street - Southbound 

         By striking out the clauses reading 

         0.21 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.29 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         and inserting in place thereof 

         0.50 miles at 30 miles per hour 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2.  Special Speed Regulation No. 548               Posted April 8, 1971 

 

Main Street (Route 123) - Eastbound 

         Beginning at the Hanover-Norwell line, thence easterly on Main Street  

         (Route 123) 

         1.09 miles at 45 miles per hour 

         1.71 miles at 40 miles per hour 

         0.69 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         1.44 miles at 40 miles per hour 

         ending at the Norwell-Scituate line.  The total distance being 4.93 miles. 

 

Main Street (Route 123) - Westbound 

         Beginning at the Scituate-Norwell line, thence westerly on Main Street  

         (Route 123) 

         1.45 miles at 40 miles per hour 

         0.67 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         1.72 miles at 40 miles per hour 

         1.09 miles at 45 miles per hour 

         ending at the Norwell-Hanover line.  The total distance being 4.93 miles 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

2. a  Special Speed Regulation No. 548-A          Posted: September 24, 1976 

 

Main Street (Route 123) - Eastbound 

         By striking out the clause reading 

         0.69 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         and inserting in place thereof 

         0.69 miles at 25 miles per hour 

 

Main Street (Route 123) - Westbound 

         By striking out the clause reading 

         0.67 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         and inserting in place thereof 

         0.67 miles at 25 miles per hour 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

3.  Special Speed Regulation No. 592              Posted: April 8, 1971 

 

Stetson Road - Eastbound 

         Beginning at River Street, thence easterly on Stetson Road 

         0.47 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         0.10 miles at 20 miles per hour 

         0.26 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         0.13 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         0.36 miles at 45 miles per hour 

         0.06 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         ending at River Street.  The total distance being 1.38 miles. 

 

Stetson Road - Westbound 

         Beginning at River Street, thence westerly on Stetson Road 

         0.42 miles at 45 miles per hour 

         0.13 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         0.26 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         0.10 miles at 20 miles per hour 

         0.47 miles at 30 miles per hour 
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         ending at River Street.  The total distance being 1.38 miles. 

 

River Street - Northbound 

         Beginning at the Hanover-Norwell line, thence northerly on River Street 

         0.36 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         1.70 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         1.01 miles at 40 miles per hour 

         0.35 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         ending on Main Street.  The total distance being 3.42 miles. 

 

River Street - Southbound 

         Beginning at Main Street, thence southerly on River Street 

         0.35 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         1.01 miles at 40 miles per hour 

         1.70 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.36 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         ending at the Norwell-Hanover line.  The total distance being 3.42 miles. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

4. Special Speed Regulation No. 607                Posted: April 8, 1971 

 

Bridge Street - Northbound 

         Beginning at the Marshfield-Norwell line, thence northerly on Bridge Street 

         0.32 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.05 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         ending at Main Street (Route 123).  The total distance being 0.37 miles. 

 

Bridge Street - Southbound 

         Beginning at Main Street (Route 123), thence southerly on Bridge Street 

         0.37 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         ending at the Norwell-Marshfield line.  The total distance being 0.37 miles 

 

Central Street - Northbound 

         Beginning at Main Street (Route 123), thence northerly on Central Street 

         0.35 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         0.56 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         ending at Old Oaken Bucket Road and Norwell Avenue.  

          The total distance being 0.91 miles. 

 

Central Street - Southbound 

         Beginning at a point 100 feet south of Norwell Avenue and Old Oaken Bucket  

         Road, 

        thence southerly on Central Street 

         0.54 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.35 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         ending at Main Street (Route 123).  The total distance being 0.89 miles. 

 

Winter Street - Northbound 

         Beginning at Main Street (Route 123), thence northerly on Winter Street 

         1.21 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.15 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         0.30 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         ending at the Norwell-Scituate line.  The total distance being 1.66 miles. 

 

Winter Street - Southbound 

         Beginning at the Scituate-Norwell line, thence southerly on Winter Street 

         0.30 miles at 35 miles per hour 
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         0.15 miles at 30 miles per hour  

         1.16 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.05 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         ending on Main Street (Route 123).  The total distance being 1.66 miles. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

5.  Special Speed Regulation No. 678               Posted: January 21, 1972 

 

AUTHORITY IN CONTROL: Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Department of Public Works 

 

Route 53 State Highway - Northbound 

         Beginning at the Hanover-Norwell Town line, thence northerly in Norwell 

         0.94 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         1.10 miles at 40 miles per hour 

         0.10 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         ending at the Hingham-Norwell Town line.  The distance being 2.14 miles. 

 

Route 53 State Highway - Southbound 

         Beginning at the Hingham-Norwell Town line, thence southerly in Norwell 

         0.10 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         1.10 miles at 40 miles per hour 

         0.94 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         ending at the Hanover-Norwell Town line.  The total distance being 2.14 miles. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

6.  Special Speed Regulation No. 645               Posted: April 11, 1973 

 

South Street - Northbound 

         Beginning at the Hanover-Norwell line, thence northerly on South Street 

         0.54 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.11 miles at 20 miles per hour 

         0.21 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.09 miles at 20 miles per hour 

         0.65 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.06 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         ending at Main Street.  The total distance being 1.66 miles. 

 

South Street - Southbound 

         Beginning at a point 200 feet south of Main Street, thence southerly on South  

         Street 

         0.67 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.09 miles at 20 miles per hour 

         0.21 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.11 miles at 20 miles per hour 

         0.54 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         ending at the Norwell-Hanover line.  The total distance being 1.62 miles. 

 

Tiffany Road - Northbound 

         Beginning at River Street, thence northerly on Tiffany Road 

         0.95 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         ending at the Norwell-Hanover line.  The total distance being 0.95 miles. 

 

Tiffany Road - Southbound 

         Beginning at the Hanover-Norwell line, thence on southerly Tiffany Road 

         0.95 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         ending at River Street.  The total distance being 0.95 miles 
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Prospect Street - Northbound 

         Beginning at Main Street, thence northerly on Prospect Street 

         0.36 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.23 miles at 25 miles per hour   

         0.86 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.14 miles at 20 miles per hour 

         0.78 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         ending at the Norwell-Hingham line.  The total distance being 2.37 miles. 

 

Prospect Street - Southbound 

         Beginning at the Hingham-Norwell line, thence southerly on Prospect Street 

         0.78 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         0.14 miles at 20 miles per hour 

         0.86 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.23 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         0.31 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.05 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         ending at Main Street.  The total distance being 2.37 miles. 

 

Pond Street - Northbound 

         Beginning at the Rockland-Norwell line, thence northerly on Pond Street 

         0.32 miles at 40 miles per hour 

         0.22 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         ending at Washington Street.  The total distance being 0.54 miles. 

 

Pond Street - Southbound 

         Beginning at a point 100 feet south of Washington Street, thence southerly on 

         Pond Street 

         0.20 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         0.32 miles at 40 miles per hour 

         ending at the Norwell-Rockland line.  The total distance being 0.52 miles. 

 

Lincoln Street - Northbound 

         Beginning at a point 100 feet north of Main Street, thence northerly on 

         Lincoln Street 

         0.94 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         0.56 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         0.05 miles at 15 miles per hour 

         ending at Mt. Blue Street.  The total distance being 1.55 miles. 

 

Lincoln Street - Southbound 

         Beginning at a point 100 feet south of Mt. Blue Street, thence southerly on 

         Lincoln Street 

         0.59 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         0.90 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         0.06 miles at 20 miles per hour 

         ending at Main Street; the total distance being 1.55 miles. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

7.  Special Speed Regulation No.754                Posted: April 11, 1973 

 

Summer Street - Northbound 

         Beginning at Old Oaken Bucket Road, thence northerly on Summer Street 

         1.40 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.12 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         ending at the Scituate line.  The total distance being 1.52 miles. 
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Summer Street - Southbound 

         Beginning at the Scituate line, thence southerly on Summer Street 

         0.12 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         1.34 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.06 miles at 25 miles per hour 

        ending at Old Oaken Bucket Road.  The total distance being 1.52 miles. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

8.  Special Speed Regulation No. 895               Posted: July 30, 1974 

 

Forest Street - Eastbound 

         Beginning at a point 150 feet east of Circuit Street, thence easterly on 

         Forest Street 

         0.66 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         0.25 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         ending at Forest Ave.  The total distance being 0.91 miles. 

 

Forest Street - Westbound 

         Beginning at River Street, thence westerly on Forest Street 

         0.46 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         0.69 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         ending at Circuit Street.  The total distance being 1.15 miles. 

 

Circuit Street - Northbound 

         Beginning at a point 100 feet east of Forest Street, thence northerly on  

         Circuit Street 

         0.37 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         0.46 miles at 20 miles per hour 

         1.06 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         ending at Rte. 123.  The total distance being 1.89 miles. 

 

Circuit Street - Southbound 

         Beginning at a point 100 feet south of Rte. 123, thence southerly on Circuit 

         Street 

         1.04 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         0.46 miles at 20 miles per hour 

         0.39 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         ending at Forest Street.  The total distance being 1.89 miles. 

 

School Street - Northbound 

         Beginning at a point 270 feet north of Grove Street, thence northerly on  

         School Street 

         0.46 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.06 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         ending at Mount Blue Street.  The total distance being 0.52 miles. 

 

School Street - Southbound 

         Beginning at a point 100 feet south of Mount Blue Street, thence southerly on 

         School Street 

         0.48 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.07 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         ending at Grove Street.  The total distance being 0.55 miles. 

 

Cross Street - Northbound 

         Beginning at the Scituate Town line, thence northerly on Cross Street 

         1.03 miles at 30 miles per hour 



138  

         0.74 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.06 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         ending at Old Oaken Bucket Road.  The total distance being 1.83 miles. 

 

Cross Street - Southbound 

         Beginning at a point 100 feet south of Old Oaken Bucket Road, thence 

         southerly on Cross Street 

         0.78 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         1.03 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         ending at the Scituate Town line.  The total distance being 1.81 miles. 

 

Pine Street - Northbound 

         Beginning at a point 100 feet north of River Street, thence northerly on Pine  

         Street 

         0.28 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         1.04 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.05 miles at 25 miles per hour 

         ending at Circuit Street.  The total distance being 1.37 miles. 

 

Pine Street - Southbound 

         Beginning at a point 100 feet south of Circuit Street, thence southerly on 

         Pine Street 

         1.07 miles at 35 miles per hour 

         0.30 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         ending at River Street.  The total distance being 1.37 miles. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

9.  Special Speed Regulation No. 1099              Posted: June 14, 1977 

 

Pleasant Street - Eastbound 

         Beginning at a point 150 feet east of South Street, thence easterly on  

         Pleasant Street 

         1.17 miles at 30 miles per hour 

         ending at Circuit Street.  The total distance being 1.17 miles. 

 

Pleasant Street - Westbound 

 Beginning at a point 150 feet west of Circuit Street, thence westerly on  

 Pleasant Street 

 1.17 miles at 30 miles per hour 

 ending at South Street.  The total distance being 1.17 miles. 

 

Mt. Blue Street - Eastbound 

 Beginning at Mt. Hope Street, thence easterly on Mt. Blue Street 

 0.24 miles at 25 miles per hour 

 0.11 miles at 20 miles per hour 

 0.90 miles at 25 miles per hour 

 1.15 miles at 30 miles per hour 

 ending at Old Oaken Bucket Road.  The total distance being 2.40 miles. 

 

Mt. Blue Street - Westbound 

 Beginning at a point 300 feet west of Old Oaken Bucket Road, thence westerly  

 on Mt. Blue Steet 

 1.09 miles at 30 miles per hour 

 0.90 miles at 25 miles per hour 

 0.11 miles at 20 miles per hour 

 0.24 miles at 25 miles per hour 

 ending at Mt. Hope Street.  The total distance being 2.34 miles. 
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Mt. Hope Street - Eastbound 

 Beginning at a point 100 feet east of Mt. Blue Street, thence easterly on Mt.  

 Hope Street 

 0.57 miles at 30 miles per hour 

 ending at Scituate Town line.  The total distance being .57 miles. 

 

Mt. Hope Street - Westbound 

 Beginning at the Scituate Town line, thence westerly on Mt. Hope Street 

 0.59 miles at 30 miles per hour 

 ending at Mt. Blue Street.  The total distance being 0.59 miles. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 Operation of a motor vehicle at a rate of speed in excess of these limits shall be prima facie evidence 

that such speed is greater than is reasonable and proper. 

      

The provisions of this regulation shall not, however, abrogate in any sense Chapter 90, Section 14, of 

the General Laws (ter.Ed.). 

 

/s/ Board of Selectmen  

 

Attest: Notary Public 

 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Department of Public Works 

 

     The Department of Public Works and the Registrar of Motor Vehicles, acting jointly, do hereby 

certify that these regulations are consistent with public interests.  Standard signs must be erected at the 

beginning of each zone. 

 

   /s/ Commissioner for Highway Engineering 

   /s/ Registrar of Motor Vehicles    

 

 

Printed with most recent amendments: May 1979 
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ARTICLE XV - GENERAL REGULATIONS  

 

SECTION 1.  No person shall, between the hours of 8:00 P.M.and 8:00 A.M., set up on any property, 

public or private, without permission of the owner thereof, or the Board of Selectmen in the case of 

public property, a camp or tent or sleep in the open on any property, public or private, within the 

territorial limits of the Town of Norwell. 

 

SECTION 2.  No person shall behave in an indecent or disorderly manner, or use profane, indecent 

language in any public place or building, or on any sidewalk or street of the Town of Norwell, to the 

annoyance of any reasonable person there being or passing. 

 

SECTION 3.  Three or more persons shall not continue to stand or remain in a group or near each 

other on any sidewalk or in any public place in such a manner as to obstruct the free passage of foot 

passengers or motor vehicle traffic after having been requested by a constable or police officer to 

move on. 

 

SECTION 4.  No person shall operate, for recreational purposes, a snowmobile, motorcycle, mini-

bike, all-terrain vehicle (ATV's), or any other motor-driven vehicle, on or through the land of another, 

except on driveways, roadways and easements of record, without first obtaining written permission 

from the property owner. 

 

SECTION 5.  Whoever violates any section of this By-law shall be punished by a fine of not more 

than fifty ($50.00) dollars. 

 

SECTION 6.  Unregistered Motor Vehicles.   (Voted ATM 5/12/2003, Article No. 11 and revised 

ATM 5/10/04, Articles 33 and 34)  

 

No person in charge of any real estate within a residential, commercial or industrial zone of the 

Town whether as owner, tenant, occupant, lessee, or otherwise, shall park, store, maintain, or leave 

any unregistered  motor vehicle whether assembled or disassembled for a period in excess of thirty 

(30) days unless a Special Permit has been obtained from the Board of Selectmen, unless said vehicle 

is stored within a building.  In granting, such permit, the Selectmen shall consider the effect on the 

neighborhood and any nuisances or hazards caused by said vehicle or vehicles.  Each day of any 

violation shall be considered a separate offense punishable by a fine or not more than $50.00.  The 

Board of Selectmen shall have the authority to dispose of said violations in accordance with the 

procedures and provisions of General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 21D. 

 

SECTION 7.  Swimming Pool Enclosure Regulations. 

 

     a. A swimming pool shall be a body of water contained in an artificial or semi-artificial means from 

a natural water course, measuring greater than ten (10) feet in its shortest dimension wherein the depth 

of water four (4) feet from the water edge is greater than twelve (12) inches, primarily used or 

intended to be used for swimming, wading or recreational bathing, but not including portable pools 

incapable of containing a depth of water exceeding twenty-four (24) inches at any point. 

 

     b. Every swimming pool shall be completely surrounded at all times, whether or not the same be 

filled with water, by a fence or other approved barrier not less than four (4) feet in height at any point.  

Each such fence or barrier shall be so constructed as not to have openings, holes, or gaps larger than 

four (4) inches in a dimension except for doors and gates and except for picket fences in which case, 

however, the gaps between pickets shall not exceed four (4) inches.  A building or the structural wall 

of an above ground pool may be used as part or all of such barrier.   

 

All gates or doors opening through such enclosure shall be of not less than the same height as the 

fence or barrier and shall be equipped with a self-closing and self-latching device located not less than 
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forty-two (42) inches above grade for keeping the gate securely closed at all times when not in actual 

use. 

 

In the case of the above-ground pools, whereby access is provided by means of ladder or stairway, 

such access shall be a retractable or detachable nature or shall be rendered unscalable by preschool 

children when not in use, or shall be enclosed by a fence or barrier as defined above. 

 

     c. The construction or creation of any pool as described in subsection (a) shall require a permit 

from the Building and Wiring Inspectors. 

 

This Section 7 shall be enforced by the Building Inspector. 

 

SECTION 8.  All excavations for determining water table elevation, permeability of earth material, 

water percolation or similar matters left unattended, shall be filled in, covered or protected by fencing 

material to prevent persons from becoming injured or endangered thereby. 

 

SECTION 9.  Any person excavating land or any person in charge of such excavation and the owner 

of land which has been excavated, shall, within two days after such person has been notified in writing 

by the Selectmen or the Building Inspector that in the opinion of the Selectmen or the Building 

Inspector such excavation constitutes a hazard to public safety, erect barriers or take other suitable 

measures to eliminate such hazard.  The penalty for violation of this section of the Norwell By-Laws 

shall not exceed $200.00 per day for every day such person is in violation of such notice, commencing 

with the fourth day thereof. 

 

SECTION 10.  Public Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages. 

 

     a. Except as provided in paragraph d. hereof, no person shall drink or consume alcoholic beverages 

as defined in Chapter 138, Section 1 of the General Laws while on, in, or upon any public way or way 

to which the public has the right of access, any town-owned forest or recreation area, any town 

landing, school property, or parking area.  No person shall drink or consume alcoholic beverages on 

private land without the consent of the owner or person in charge. 

 

     b. Possession of an open can, bottle or other container which upon analysis by the Department of 

Public Health is determined to contain an alcoholic beverage as defined in Chapter 138, Section 1 of 

the General Laws, shall be prima facie evidence of drinking or consuming said beverage.  All 

alcoholic beverages being used in violation of this section will be seized and safely held until final 

adjudication of the charge against the person or persons arrested or summoned before the Court. 

 

     c. Violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine of not more than two hundred ($200.00) 

dollars.  A Police Officer may arrest without a warrant anyone who violates this law. 

 

     d. The Board of Selectmen is authorized to issue one-day permits for the consumption of such 

alcoholic beverages in such public places and to make and prescribe such reasonable rules and 

regulations for the issuance of such permits as will preserve and maintain the public peace and good 

order.  Such rules and regulations shall be adopted at a public hearing, advertised in a newspaper of 

general circulation in the Town of Norwell two weeks prior to the hearing.  After adoption such rules 

and regulation will be posted conspicuously in five (5) public places and will become effective seven 

(7) days after such posting. 

 

SECTION 11.   ANIMAL CONTROL  

 

     a. The registering, numbering, describing and licensing of dogs, if kept in the Town of Norwell, 

shall be conducted in the office of the Town Clerk of said Town. 
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     b. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 139 of said Chapter 140 or any other provision of law 

to the contrary, the annual fees to be charged by the Town of Norwell for the issuance of licenses for 

dogs shall be established by the Board of Selectmen of said Town. 

 

     c. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 137A, Chapter 40, or any other provisions of the law 

to the contrary, the owner or keeper of more than four dogs, six months of age or over may make 

written application to the Clerk of the Town in which the dogs are kept for a kennel license. 

 

     d. The license period for the licensing of dogs and kennels in the Town of Norwell shall be the time 

between January 1 and the following December 31, both dates inclusive. 

 

     e. All money received for licenses or from the sale of dog licenses by the Town of Norwell or 

recovered as fines or penalties by said Town under the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws 

Chapter 140 of this By-law, relating to dogs, shall be paid into the Town Treasury of said Town and 

shall not thereafter be paid over by the Town Treasurer of Plymouth County. 

 

     f. Whoever suffers loss by the worrying, maiming or killing of his livestock or fowl by dogs, 

outside the premises of the owners or keepers of such dogs, shall after investigation as described in 

Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 140, Section 161, be paid from the Treasury of said Town, as 

provided by said Section 161. 

 

     g. In the event any person suffers a dog bite, the Animal Control Officer shall be notified, and the 

dog quarantined; and if necessary, permanently restrained.  All restraining orders will be issued 

through the Selectmen's office. 

 

     h. Loose livestock and/or horses will only be restrained at the owner's expense.  Unless life 

threatening, the Animal Control will not be called out. 

 

     i. Wildlife (bats, snakes, raccoons, etc.) unless sick or life threatening, are not the responsibility of 

the Animal Control Officer.  If the Officer wishes to respond, then it is a private matter between the 

Officer and the homeowner. 

 

     j. Emergencies are for injured dogs or cats.  Calls received before 8:00 a.m. and after 

4:00 p.m. shall be on an emergency basis, only.  Dead animals, barking dogs, lost animals, etc. are not 

to be considered emergencies.  Dead animals will be removed during the tour of duty.  When the 

animal's owner is known, the Dog Officer will advise that it is the owner's responsibility to dispose of 

the animal.  If the owner requests, the Officer may, at his/her option, dispose of the animal at an 

established fee. 

 

     k. (1) No person shall own or keep a dog which is barking, biting, howling, by being unlicensed, 

uncollared, or causing littering, property damage, harassment, or display of vicious behavior, or in any 

other manner disturbs the peace and quiet in any neighborhood or endangers the safety or damages 

property or any person, or otherwise violates the intent of the by-law. 

 

        (2) The owner, keeper parent or guardian of a minor owner or keeper of a dog or other animal 

shall not abuse said animal or allow said dog or animal to trespass on private or public property 

except: 

            (a) Under the supervision and control of the owner or keeper and with permission of 

            such property owners. 

 

      k.  (3).  In addition, any violation shall permit the Animal Control Officer to order the animal 

restrained and enable the Officer to impound the dog.  Return to the owner or keeper shall not be made 

until after the payment to the Town of a sum to be established by the Board of Selectmen.  Dogs 

impounded and unclaimed by the owner or the keeper after 12 days shall be disposed of by Animal 

Control Officer. 
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  l. Non-Criminal Disposition of Violations of Animal Control Bylaw  

(ATM 5/13/2002 Article 21)   

 

In addition to any of the penalties and/or remedies set forth in this Bylaw, pursuant to 

General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 21D, the penalties for violations of the aforementioned Animal 

Control Bylaw and any rules or regulations promulgated thereunder shall be $25.00 for the first 

offense; $50.00 for the second offense; $100.00 for the third offense, and $200.00 for the fourth and 

subsequent offenses.  Each day of any violation shall be considered a separate offense.  The Board of 

Selectmen, acting through its Animal Control Officer, shall have the authority to dispose of said 

violations in accordance with the procedures and provisions of General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 

21D. 

m.  (ATM 5/10/2004, Article No. 38) 

 

No domestic animals shall be permitted on any  Athletic Field owned by the Town within 

the Town of  Norwell at anytime.  Any person in violation of this bylaw shall be liable to the Town in 

the amount of $25.00 for the first offense, and each subsequent violation, in the amount of $50.00.  

The Board of Selectmen shall have the authority to dispose of said violations in accordance with the 

procedures and provisions of General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 21D. 

 

 

SECTION 12.    Self-Service Gasoline Stations 

 

     a. It is hereby declared to be a public purpose to promote the health, safety and welfare of the 

residents of the Town of Norwell by the prevention and control of fires, the control of traffic, the 

restraint of vandalism, and the regulation of the conditions of operation of self-service gasoline 

dispensing systems. 

 

     b. Any license issued under the provisions of General Laws Chapter 148, Section 13 shall be 

subject to the following additional conditions: 

 

        (1) Any such license shall be subject to reasonable traffic control regulations  

              imposed by the Board of Selectmen after a public hearing as hereinafter provided. 

 

        (2) Any person making application for a license under said Chapter 148, Section 13 

              shall, concurrent therewith, make application to the Board of Selectmen for a  

              permit under this by-law.  Such application shall be made on a form prescribed by 

              the Board of Selectmen and shall be accompanied by a filing fee determined by the 

              Board of Selectmen and reasonably calculated to defray the cost of advertising and 

              conducting said hearing. 

 

        (3) The Board of Selectmen shall fix a date for said hearing not later than 30 days 

              after receipt of said application and shall cause notice of hearing to be published 

              in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town of Norwell not less than seven (7)  

              days prior to the date of the hearing.  Notice shall also be given in writing to the 

              applicant, the Fire Chief, the Police Chief, and all abutters of the subject property 

              including owners of land directly across any street or way from the subject property. 

 

     c. Any violation of this by-law shall be punishable by a fine of not more than twenty dollars 

($20.00) for each offense. 

 

     d.  Evidence of repeated violations of this section shall be taken into consideration in connection 

with any proceedings for revocation of a license as provided in said General Laws Chapter 148, 

Section 13. 
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SECTION 13.  GROUNDWATER PROTECTION REGULATIONS  

 

SECTION I - Authority 

 

This by-law is adopted by the Town of Norwell under its Home Rule powers; its Police powers to 

protect the public health and welfare; and its authorization under Massachusetts General Laws, 

Chapter 40, s. 21. 

 

SECTION II - Purpose 

 

The purpose of this regulation is to establish rules, within the Town of  Norwell, governing the 

licensing of new and existing underground tank storage facilities; with particular emphasis towards 

adequately protecting the Town's public and private water resources; and to supplement the MGLA 

Chapter 148 and 527 CMR Regulations, which are herein incorporated in their entirety by reference 

thereto. 

 

SECTION III - Definitions 

 

 3.1  Underground tank shall mean any petroleum, hazardous or chemical storage containment 

system (residential or commercial), with no capacity exemption, 10% or more of which is located 

below the ground surface. 

 

 3.2  Fire Chief shall mean the Chief of the Town of Norwell Fire Department. 

 

 3.3  Non-corrosive soil is soil that, when tested by a qualified professional, is shown to have 

a resistivity greater than ten thousand (10,000) ohm-cm, and that does not exhibit corrosive 

characteristics in a soil-chemistry laboratory analysis. 

 

 3.4  NFPA means "National Fire Protection Association". 

 

 3.5  API means "American Petroleum Institute".  (RE:  "Recommended Practice for Bulk 

Liquid Stock Control at Retail Outlets"),  API Publication #1621 

 

 3.6  Tank testing shall mean the Petro-tite test (formerly Kent-Moore) or approved equal, 

performed in accordance with the recommendations of NFPA Pamphlet #329.  Tank testing shall 

include testing of all related and tank connected piping in accordance with standard industry practice 

by a qualified licensed contractor. 

 

 3.7  Pipeline leak detectors shall mean the Marley Co. "Red Jacket" two-second leak 

detector, or approved equal, suitable for remote submersible petroleum pumping systems. 

 

 3.8  Over-fill protection shall mean utilization of OPW Model #84-D spill container device, 

or approved equal, at all individual U. G. Tank fill locations to prevent groundwater pollution. 

 

 3.9  Water resources shall mean any existing or potential source of water including both 

ground and surface water. 

 

SECTION IV  -  REGISTRATION OF EXISTING TANKS 

 

 4.1  Tank Registration:  Every operator and/or owner of an underground tank must file with 

the Fire Department the size, type, age, contents, and location of their underground tanks within 90 

days of the enactment of this by-law.  No exception as a result of size or residential location is to be 

made.  Forms shall be approved by the Fire Chief.  Product suppliers are prohibited from making 

deliveries to any unregistered underground tank.  Owners shall provide evidence of registration to  

supplier. 
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 4.2  Removal of Hazardous Conditions upon Abandonment of Underground Tanks: 

 

 The Board of Selectmen may order the elimination of hazardous conditions associated with 

the cessation of use and abandonment of underground tanks if the license holder has failed to do so 

within six (6) months of the cessation of licensed activities.  Reimbursement of such expenses shall be 

based on MG Chapter 148, s. 13. 

 

SECTION V  -  INSTALLATION STANDARDS FOR NEW AND REPLACEMENT OF   

           UNDERGROUND TANKS 

 

 5.1  Tank design shall be governed by the MA board of Fire Protection Regulations. 

 

 5.2  Tank installation procedures shall conform to the following requirements: 

         (a)  Prior to the issuance of a permit for new underground tank storage, the 

         Fire Chief shall require the applicant to submit a project plan, prepared by a 

         qualified professional engineer, indicating the proposed system's number of  

         tanks, individual size (and capacity), type of tank, soil and boring data, depth 

         of water table, proposed tank contents, tank and piping locations, tank evaluations, 

         anchor data (if applicable), any proposed monitoring leak detection system, and  

          inventory control devices (other than required).  Fuel oil tanks with a total com- 

         bined capacity of 550 gallons or less connected to burning equipment shall be 

         exempt. 

 

         (b)  The Fire Chief or his designee shall inspect and approve underground 

          tanks, in accordance with the Massachusetts Board of Fire Protection 

          regulations, prior to their burial. 

 

         (c)  Tanks must be installed in accordance with the manufacturer's installation 

         techniques, and the recommendations of the API. 

 

         (d)  New underground tanks and piping shall be tested for tightness, in 

         accordance with the Massachusetts Board of Fire Prevention regulations. 

         No new or replacement tank or component shall installed except by a contractor 

        who has been either licensed by State authorities for that purpose or certified in 

         writing by the manufacturer or storage equipment association as qualified for 

         the purpose.  The Contractor shall, prior to any installation, submit to the Fire 

         Chief a copy of such license or certificate. 

 

         (e)  Backfill material, used to cover all new tank installations, must be of the 

         type and quality specified by the tank manufacturer's installation procedures, 

         and by the pertinent regulations governing storage tank installations. 

 

         (f)  Underground tanks that are to be located in areas subject to flooding or below 

         the maximum water table elevation must be anchored according to manufacturer's 

         instructions and to the satisfaction of the Fire Chief or his designee. 

 

         (g)  All new underground tanks, (more than 500 gallons capacity) as a result of the 

         Town's reliance on its well system for water supply, shall be double-walled with 

         provisions for a monitoring leak detection system. 

 

 5.3  Public and Private Water Resources:  Any applicant who intends to install an 

underground tank (or tanks) within two thousand (2,000) feet of a water resource must submit a 

project  plan, complete with procedures and details as outlined in provisions of this by-law, to the 

town's Fire Chief, Water Commissioners, and Board of Health for their review, and it shall be acted 

upon within forty-five (45) days after submission. 
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SECTION VI  -  LEAK PREVENTION AND DETECTION FOR EXISTING AND NEW    

             UNDERGROUND TANK SYSTEMS 

 

 6.1  Inventory verification procedures shall conform to the following requirements: 

 

 (a)  All underground tanks, except fuel-oil tanks connected to burning equipment, 

       must be monitored for the prevention and the detection of leakage of flammable 

       and combustible liquids in accordance with the provisions of the Massachusetts    

       Board of Fire Prevention Regulations.  This shall include, but is not limited to, tank   

       testing, pipeline leak detectors, and overfill protection. 

 

 (b)  Daily inventory shall be mandatory, on Standard Form (See Schedule A), 

                    or by computer printout  .   Records shall be submitted to the Fire Chief, 

        or his designee, every sixty  (60) days.  Non-compliance of this requirement 

                   shall negate any renewal.    (ATM 4/23/96) 

 

 (c)  The Fire Chief shall require the operator of an underground tank storage system  

        to test the system for tightness, at the operator's expense, when accurate 

        daily inventory records have not been maintained as specified by these 

        regulations. 

 

          6.2  Tank Testing Requirements: 

 

 (a)  Tank testing requirements shall be performed in accordance with Chapter 527 CMR 

        Section 9.13: MA Board of Fire Prevention Regulations. 

 

 (b)  The Fire Chief shall be given at least forty-eight (48) hours notice of the  

        time, date, and place of testing.  Test results shall be submitted to the  

        Fire Chief within twenty-one (21) days. 

 

 (c)  Tanks that have failed due to corrosion failure (internal or external) shall 

        not be repaired and shall be removed. 

 

 (d)  Removal of abandoned tanks shall be performed in accordance with MA General 

        Laws, Chapter 148, s. 38A. 

 

          6.3  Leak or Spill Reporting Procedure:  Any person who is aware of a spill or abnormal loss of 

flammable hazardous or toxic fluids must report such spill or loss immediately to the Fire Chief.  The 

Fire Chief shall be responsible for other notifications, including the Department of Environmental 

Quality Engineering (DEQE). 

 

          6.4  Leak Monitoring Systems: 

 

 (a)  When a new tank installation is undertaken, owner shall install an approved 

        leak detection and alarm system for each individual tank. 

 

 (b)  Owners of existing systems shall install one observation well within one year 

        of the enactment of this by-law and two additional wells within five (5) years. 

 

(c)  Residential fuel oil tank systems with a total capacity of 550 gallons or less 

        shall be exempt from 6.4 (a) and (b). 

 

 (d)  Fuel Oil tank systems used for consumption on the premises shall be exempt        

from 6.4 (a) and (b). 
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SECTION VII - Equipment Replacement 

 

          7.1  After a leak is confirmed, the underground tanks involved must be emptied immediately, 

and removed under the direction of the Fire Chief. 

 

          7.2  If it is necessary to replace an underground steel tank that has developed a corrosion 

induced leak, all other steel tanks at the facility whether they are leaking or not, shall be tested and (if 

found to be leaking) shall be removed. 

 

SECTION VIII - Administration 

 

          8.1  The provisions of this by-law shall be administered by the Fire Chief. 

 

          8.2  Variances from the specific requirements of this by-law may be authorized by the licensing 

authority after notice and a public hearing 

 

          8.3  Licenses issued in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 148, s. 13 for underground tanks must 

be renewed annually in April in the Town Clerk's office.  Tank owners must submit to the Fire Chief 

and the licensing authority a statement certifying satisfactory leak detection result over the period of 

the license (in accordance with this by-law), and inventory verification, at least thirty (30) days before 

the issuance of a permit renewal for the time periods specified herein. 

 

          Test results must accompany the license renewal application. 

 

          8.4  Whoever violates any provision of this by-law shall be subject to a fine of not less than 

$50.00 or more than $100.00 per day per violation.  Each day shall constitute a separate violation. 

 

          8.5  The invalidity of any provision of this by-law shall not affect the validity of the remainder. 

 

 

(This Groundwater Protection Regulation includes the amendments voted to the regulation as printed 

in the warrant for the March 10, 1986 Annual Town Meeting adjourned to April 7, 1986.) 
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SCHEDULE A 

 

TOWN OF NORWELL  

 

DAILY INVENTORY RECORD  

 

 

A                          B                   C                     D                    E                    F                

G                       Opening                                                                                Closing 

                        Physical                                                          Inventory       Physical        Over 

Product            Inventory    -    Sales      +      Receipts   =      Balance  -       Inven.          (Short) 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________     ________         ________      ________      ________       ________       ________ 

 

________     ________         ________      ________      ________       ________       ________ 

 

________     ________         ________      ________      ________       ________       ________ 

Total 

________     ________         ________      ________      ________       ________      ________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                                                                        F 

CLOSING INVENTORY STICK READINGS  

 

Tank         Feet/Inches          Product               Gallons 

 

1                ____/_____        _______             ______ 

 

2                ____/_____        _______             ______ 

 

3               ____/_____         _______             ______ 

 

4               ____/_____         _______             ______ 

 

5               ____/_____         _______             ______ 

 

6               ____/_____         _______             ______ 

 

7               ____/_____         _______             ______     Initialed By:____________ 

 

8               ____/_____          _______             ______    Date:__________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NOTE:  FORWARD CLOSING PHYSICAL INVENTORY F TO OPENING PHYSICAL INVENTORY 

B ON NEXT DAY'S RECORD 
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SECTION 14  -  ALARM SYSTEMS  

 

(Voted to amend this bylaw at the Annual Town Meeting on May 5, 1994.) 

 

SECTION 1.  DEFINITIONS 

 

 A.  The term "Alarm System" means an assembly of equipment and devices, arranged to 

signal the presence of a hazard requiring urgent attention and to which police and/or fire are expected 

to respond. 

 

 B.  The term "Alarm User" or "User" means any person on whose premises an alarm system 

is maintained within the Town except for alarm systems on motor vehicles.  Excluded from this 

definition and from the coverage of this bylaw are central  station personnel and persons who use 

alarm systems to alert or signal persons within the premises in which the alarm system is located of an 

attempted unauthorized intrusion or holdup attempt.  If such a system, however, employs an audible 

signal emitting sounds to signal persons outside the premises, such system shall be within the 

definition of "alarm system", as that term is used in this bylaw, and shall be subject to this bylaw. 

 

 C.  The term "Automatic Dialing Device" refers to an alarm system which automatically 

sends over regular telephone lines, by direct connection or otherwise, a prerecorded voice message or 

coded signal indicating the existence of the emergency situation that the alarm system is designeatd to 

detect. 

 

 D.   The term "Central Station" means an office to which remote alarm and supervisory 

signaling devices are connected, where operators supervise circuits. 

 

 E.  The term "False Alarm" means:  1) the activation of an alarm system through mechanical 

failure, malfunction , improper installation, or negligence of the user of an alarm system or of his 

employees or agents;  2)  any signal or oral communication transmitted to the Police and/or Fire 

department when in fact there has been no unauthorized intrusion or attempted unauthorized intrusion 

into a premises and no attempted robbery or burglary at a premises. 

 

SECTION  II.   ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 

 

 The Police Chief may promulgate such rules as necessary for the implementation of this 

bylaw. 

 

SECTION III CONTROL AND CURTAILMENT OF SIGNALS EMITTED BY ALARM 

SYSTEMS 

 

 A.  No alarm systems shall emit a continuous, intermittent or uninterrupted noise for more 

than thirty (30) minutes, and the owner or tenant in any building who installs, operates or maintains an 

alarm system that violates this provision shall be fined not more than $200 for each day such system is 

in operation.  Any alarm system that is designed to emit a noise which cannot be shut off or is not shut 

off or curtailed after thirty (30) minutes of continuous, intermittent or uninterrupted noise due to the 

absence or unavailability of the alarm user or those persons designated by him under Section V, which 

disturbs the peace, comfort or repose of a community, or a neighborhood of the area where the alarm 

system is located, shall constitute a public nuisance.  Upon receiving complaints regarding such a 

continuous, intermittent or uninterrupted noise, the Police Chief shall endeavor to contact the alarm 

user under  Section V  in an effort to abate the nuisance.  The Police Chief shall cause to record the 

names and addresses of all complainants and the time each complaint was received. 

 

 B.  When access to or within a structure or an area where an alarm is sounding is unduly 

difficult because of secured openings or where immediate access is necessary for life saving or fire 

fighting purposes, the Fire Chief may require a key box to be installed in an accessible location.  The 
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key box shall be of a type approved by the Fire Chief and shall contain keys to gain necessary access 

as required by the Fire Chief. 

 

SECTION IV. TESTING OF EQUIPMENT 

  

 The Police and/or Fire Department shall be notified if an alarm is to be tested or serviced 

which may cause said alarm to be called in to the Police or Fire Departments. 

 

SECTION V.  EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION LIST 

 

 Every business establishment within the Town whether alarmed or not shall provide written 

notice to the Police Chief listing the names, addresses, and  telephone numbers of at least two persons 

who may be reached at any time, day or night and who are authorized to respond to any emergency 

which has caused the Police and/or Fire to be dispatched to said premises.  Such notice shall be kept 

current at all times reflecting any changes in authorized personnel. 

 

SECTION VI. FALSE ALARMS  

 

 A. Any user of an alarm system which transmits false alarms shall be assessed a fine of 

$25.00 after the third false alarm.  Thereafter, each fine shall increase at increments of $25.00 for each 

subsequent false alarm in each calendar year as follows:  4th, $25.00; 5th, $50.00; 6th, $75.00; etc. 

to a maximum of $300.00.  (Annual Town Meeting 4/23/96) 

 

 B. All fines will be payable to the Town of Norwell, c/o Treasurer/Collector.  Fines not 

paid within 30 days will be reviewed for possible court action, interest, and costs of collection. 

 

D. Alarm systems that have continuous false alarms or a series of malfunctions shall be reviewed 

by the Police Chief and shall be fined an additional $300.00 if a serious attempt has not been 

made to correct the alarm system so that it does not malfunction, or the Police Chief may 

order that the user of the alarm system discontinue use of the alarm system. 

 

 

ARTICLE XV - GENERAL REGULATIONS  

 

RESTRICTIONS ON SMOKING IN PUBLIC PLACES AND WORKPLACES  

(Voted at Annual Town Meeting, May 5, 1994.)  Amended at ATM on 5/15/2000 

 

PROHIBI TION OF SMOKING IN PUBLIC PLACES AND WORKPLACES  

 

Section 15.1 FINDING AND PURPOSE 

 

There exists substantial evidence that tobacco smoke has a direct causal relationship to various 

cancers, heart diseases and lung disorders.  Increasing evidence further demonstrates that the 

harmful effects of tobacco are not confined to smokers but also cause severe discomfort and in 

some cases illness to non-smokers.  Therefore, the purpose of this bylaw is for the protection and 

promotion of public health.  The successful implementation of this bylaw requires a cooperative 

effort and mutual respect on the part of smokers and non-smokers. 

 

Section 15.2 DEFINITIONS  

 

For the purpose of this bylaw, the following words shall have the following meaning: 

 

A. SMOKING means the lighting of or having in oneôs possession or control any 

lighted cigar, cigarette, pipe or other tobacco product. 

 

B. PUBLIC PLACE means any enclosed area or portion thereof when such an  
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area is open to the general public. 

 

C. WORKPLACE means any enclosed area or portion thereof in which employees 

perform services. 

 

D. RESTAURANT means any business, which holds a Common Victuallerôs license 

and where food is prepared or served to the general public for consumption on the 

premises. 

 

E. ENCLOSED means a space bounded by walls and under a roof. 

 

F. EMPLOYEE means any person, including but not limited to any contractor, 

who performs services for an individual, partnership, association, corporation,  

trust or other organized group. 

 

G. APPROVED MECHANICAL AIR VENTILATION SYSTEMS means a 

mechanical air handling system separate and distinct from the air handling 

system utilized in the non-smoking section, which shall be certified by a 

Certified Industrial Hygienist and  

 

1. meets or exceeds the BOCA National Mechanical Code/1993ðthe standard 

set forth in Chapter 16, Table M-1604.3, for the Required Mechanical  

Ventilation Air for Smoking Lounges; which states that a maximum occupant 

 load of 70 persons per 1,000 square feet be allowed, with 60 cubic feet per 

 minute (CFM) per person provided; 

 

2. maintains a constant pressure differential between the designated smoking 

area and the non-smoking area sufficient to direct air flow from the non- 

smoking area to the designated smoking area and prevent the flow of  

smoke into the non-smoking area; 

 

3. the mechanical exhaust system cannot recirculate any indoor air.  Exhaust 

vents should be over smoking sections and fresh air coming into all areas from 

outdoors. 

 

H. DESIGNATED SMOKING AREA means an area within a restaurant or work- 

place where smoking is permitted pursuant to this bylaw. 

 

I.  BAR means an area with seating, which is devoted to the serving of alcoholic 

beverages for consumption by patrons on the premises and in which the serving of 

food is only incidental to the consumption of such beverages.  Although a 

restaurant may contain a bar, the term ñbarò shall not include the restaurant 

dining area. 

 

SECTION 15.3  RESTRICTIONS TO SMOKING  

 

It shall be unlawful for any person to smoke in any public place or workplace except:  (1) 

In those designated smoking area which are authorized by this bylaw and allowed by  

permits, which may be granted by the Board of Health, or (2) as otherwise, authorized 

by this bylaw.  In no case shall smoking be permitted in any restroom. 

 

Any person or entity in control of an area in which smoking is prohibited shall con- 

spicuously display signs upon the premises in appropriate locations and numbers 

indicating that smoking is prohibited. 
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SECTION 15.4  EXCEPTIONS 

 

A. The provisions of this bylaw shall not apply to: 

 

1. Private Events:  Smoking may be allowed in an enclosed area within a 

public place which is not located in a municipal building when that 

entire area is being used for a private event. 

 

2. In-Home Businesses 

 

3. Workplaces of businesses which employ a total of two (2) employees or less. 

This exception shall not apply to any workplace, which shares a common  

ventilation system with an unaffiliated individual or entity. 

 

4. Nursing Homes. 

 

B. Smoking may be permitted within eating establishments that currently hold smoking 

permits and meet the following criteria as of July 1, 2000, as certified by a Certified  

Industrial Hygienist:  

 

1. The Industrial Hygienist must inspect, evaluate, test and certify that the 

mechanical air ventilation system was installed and is operating according 

to the standards defined in Section 15.2, Section G, of this code. 

 

2. The certification submitted to the Board of Health each year must include 

a seating plot plan which defines the designated smoking area.  Under no 

circumstances shall the seating capacity of the smoking area exceed the 

percentage of the original smoking permit. 

 

C. Smoking is allowed in workplaces, provided that the designated smoking area is 

separated from the non-smoking area by floor to ceiling tangible and non-permeable 

barriers and that the designated smoking area be equipped with a separate approved  

mechanical air ventilation system.  Employees may, but shall not be required to, perform  

services within the designated smoking area. 

 

Establishments, which do not meet these criteria, shall be 100% smoke free. These exceptions are non-

transferable.  Establishments, which are sold or change ownership after July 1, 2000, shall be 

required to be 100% smoke free.  Any food-eating establishment that currently holds a  

smoking permit that fails to comply with these revised regulations will automatically have 

their smoking permit revoked. 

 

Any restaurant with a waiting area within a designated smoking area shall also provide a 

waiting area within a non-smoking area. 

 

Any persons or entity in control of a designated smoking area shall conspicuously display 

within the area in appropriate locations and numbers, signs indicating that smoking is 

permitted. 

 

Any person or entity in control of a restaurant, bar or workplace containing an 

approved air ventilation system shall provide unit maintenance records and recerti- 

fication to the Board of Health annually by June l and shall insure that the system is  

operating when smoke is present. 

 

In the event of a breakdown or malfunction, in whole or in part, of a barrier, air ventilation system, 

smoking will not be permitted until the barrier or system is fully repaired. 
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SECTION 15.5  IMPLEMENTATION  

 

Any person or entity in control of a public place, restaurant or workplace shall 

implement this bylaw by: 

 

1. providing pr oper signage in smoking and non-smoking areas; 

 

2. informing any person who is smoking in the public place, restaurant or work - 

       place in other than a designated smoking area that he or she is smoking in violation 

      of law and requesting that the person either refrain from smoking or move to a 

      designated smoking area; and 

 

3.    promptly notifying a Board of Health member in the event that any person 

       continues to smoke within the public place or workplace in other than a designated 

       smoking area after being informed that his or her smoking is in violation of law. 

 

SECTION 15.6  VIOLATIONS  

 

Any person or entity in control of a public place, restaurant or workplace that fails 

to implement the provisions of this bylaw shall be considered to have violated this 

bylaw. 

 

Any person who smokes in a public place or workplace in other than a designated 

smoking area in violation of this bylaw shall be considered to have violated this 

bylaw. 

 

SECTION 15.7  COMPLAINTS  

 

Any person who has reason to believe that a person or entity has violated this bylaw 

may notify an appropriate law enforcement authority or file a complaint with the 

Board of Health or both.  A complaint filed with the Board of Health shall be in 

writing, signed by the complainant, and shall set forth the time, place and details 

of the alleged violation. 

 

SECTION 15.8  HEARING  

 

Any person or entity against whom a complaint has been filed with the Board of Health 

shall be informed of the complaint and his or her right to dispute the complaint.  Any person or 

entity choosing to dispute a complaint shall, within ten days after receiving notice, request a 

hearing before the Board of Health.  After a hearing, a majority of the Board of Health shall 

either sustain or dismiss the complaint based on a preponderance of the evidence presented. 

If a complaint is not disputed or is sustained after hearing, the Board of Health shall issue a 

citation assessing a penalty in accordance with this bylaw or take any other appropriate action 

authorized by law. 

 

SECTION 15.9  ENFORCEMENT  

 

The Board of Health may issue a citation assessing a penalty in accordance with this bylaw 

whenever the Board determines that a person or entity has violated this bylaw. 

 

SECTION 15.10  PENALTIES  

 

Any person or entity that violates this bylaw shall be subject to a fine of twenty dollars 

($20.00) for a first offense, fifty dollars ($50.00) for a second offense, and two hundred dollars 

($200.00) for a third and each subsequent offense. 
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In addition to any other penalty, the Board of Health may, after hearing, suspend or 

rescind a permit granted under this bylaw, or take any other action permitted by law. 

in determining the severity of the action to be taken, the Board of Health shall consider, 

among other things, the flagrancy of the violation and the expressed willingness of the 

violator to implement the bylaw in the future. 

 

SECTION 15.11  CONFORMITY  

 

Any construction modifications or changes to the premises necessary to come into compli- 

ance with this bylaw must also comply with all other Federal, State and Town permits  

and requirements.  The Building Department and the Fire Department should be con- 

sulted before any designs are finalized. 

 

SECTION 15.12  SEVERABILITY  

 

If any provision of this bylaw is declared invalid, the other provisions thereof shall not be 

affected. 

 

ARTICLE XV  

SECTION 16 

 

REGULATIONS FOR THE SALE OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS  

 

Voted ATM April 23, 1996.  Amended ATM May 15, 2000 

 

SECTION 1:  NON-CRIMINAL CIVIL DISPOSITION  

 

A. Whoever violates any provision of these bylaws may be penalized by a noncriminal Disposition as provided 

in M.G.L., Chapter 40, Section 21D.  The non-criminal method of disposition may be used for violations of any 

rule or regulation of the Board of Health, which is subject to a specific penalty.  Without intending to limit the 

foregoing, it is the intention of this section that the following rules and regulations be included within the scope of 

the subsection, that the specific penalties, as listed here, shall apply in such cases and that, the municipal 

personnel listed for each section, if any, shall be enforcing persons for such section. 

 

B. A violation of the following listed regulatory provisions may be dealt with in a non-criminal manner as 

provided by subsection (A) of this section.  Each day on which any violations exist shall be deemed to be a 

separate offense. 

 

BOARD OF HEALTH REGUALTIONS REGARDING THE SALE AND DISTRIBUTION OF TOBACCO IN 

THE TOWN OF NORWELL:  

 

A.     Fine Allowed:     Three Hundred Dollars  ($300.00). 

 

B.  Enforcement Agent:  Board of Health, Director of Public Health or authorized Board of Health 

 Representative. 

 

C. Fine Schedule for C, D, E, F, and G:  First offense:  one hundred dollars ($100.00); second offense:  two 

hundred dollars ($200.00); third and subsequent offenses:  three hundred dollars ($300.00). 

 

D. Fine Schedule for B:  Twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for violating the posting of the State Law Provision and 

ten dollars ($10.00) for removing State Law signs from premises. 
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YOUTH ACCESS TO TOBACCO PRODUCTS REGULATIONS  

 

SECTION 1: DEFINITIONS  

 

The following words and phrases, whenever used in this article, shall be construed as defined in this section: 

 

A. BOARD OF HEALTH means the Norwell Board of Health. 

 

B. BUSINESS means any sole proprietorship, partnership, joint venture, corporation or other business entity 

formed for profit making purposes, including retail establishments where goods and services are sold as well 

as professional corporations and other entities where legal, medical, dental, engineering, architectural or 

other professional and commercial services are delivered. 

 

C. EMPLOYEE means any individual who performs services for an employer in return for wages or profit. 

 

D. EMPLOYER means any individual, partnership, association, corporation, trust, or other organized group of 

individuals, including the Town of Norwell or any agency thereof, which regularly uses the services of two 

(2) or more employees. 

 

E. PUBLIC PLACE means an enclosed, indoor area when open to and used by the general public, including but 

not limited to the following facilities:  licensed child care locations; elevators accessible to the public; clinics 

and nursing homes; inns, hotel and motel lobbies, stairwells, halls, entrance ways, and public restrooms; 

libraries; schools; municipal buildings; museums; retail stores; retail food establishments; indoor sports 

arenas; theaters; auditoriums; public transit facilities; and any rooms or halls when used for public 

meetings.  A room or hall used for a private social function in which the sponsor of the private function and 

not the owner or proprietor has control over the seating arrangements shall not be construed as a public 

place.  A private residence is not a public place unless it is used as a child care or health care facility. 

 

F. SELF SERVICE DISPLAY (also known as:  free-standing display) means a display from which individual 

packets or cartons of tobacco products may be selected by a customer. 

 

G. TOBACCO VENDING MACHINE means any machine or device designated for or used for the vending of 

cigarettes, cigars, tobacco products upon the insertion of coins, trade checks or slips. 

 

SECTION II  TOBACCO SALES TO MINOR PROHIBITED  

 

A. Sale to Minors 

 

In conformance with Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 270, Section 6, whoever sells a cigarette, chewing 

tobacco, snuff, or any tobacco in any of its forms to any person under the age of eighteen (18), shall be punished 

by a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00) for the first offense; two hundred dollars ($200.00) for the second 

offense; and three hundred dollars ($300.00) for any third or subsequent offense. 

 

B. POSTING STATE LAW  

 

In conformance with Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 270, Section 7, a copy of Massachusetts General 

Laws, Chapter 270, Section 6, shall be posted conspicuously by the owner or other person in charge thereof in 

the shop or other place used to sell cigarettes at retail.  The notice to be posted shall be provided by the 

Massachusetts Department of Public Health.  Such notice shall be at least forty-eight (48) square inches and shall 

be posted at the cash register which receives the greatest volume of single cigarette package sales in such a 

manner so that it may be readily seen by a person standing at or approaching the cash register.  Such notice shall 

directly face the purchaser and shall not be obstructed from view or placed at a height or less than four (4) feet 

or greater than nine (9) feet from the floor.  For all other cash registers that sell cigarettes, a notice shall be 

attached which is no smaller than nine (9) square inches, which is the size of the sign provided by the 

Massachusetts Department of Public Health or the Norwell Board of Health. 
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Such notice must be posted in a manner so that it may be readily seen by a person standing at or approaching the 

cash register.  Such notice shall directly face the purchaser and shall not be obstructed from view or placed at a 

height of no less than four (4) feet or more than nine (9) feet from the floor. 

 

 The Board of Health or its enforcement officer(s) shall enforce this regulation. 

 Whoever violates this provision shall be punished by a fine or twenty-five dollars ($25.00).  Any person 

unlawfully removing a copy so posted while said premises are used for the sale of cigarettes shall be punished 

by a fine of ten dollars ($10.00). 

 

C. IDENTIFICATION REQU IRED 

 

No retailer shall sell or permit to be sold cigarettes or other tobacco products to an individual without requesting 

and examining identification establishing the purchaserôs age as eighteen (18) years or greater unless the seller 

has some other conclusive basis for determining the buyerôs age. 

 

D.     PERMIT FOR TOBACCO SALES 

 

 After August 1, 1996, the Norwell Board of Health will issue a Permit for Tobacco Sales that will specify the 

name, address, and approved location per the Norwell Board of Health or their designated agent(s) for 

retailers who sell tobacco products. 

 

 Beginning August 1, 1996, the Norwell Board of Health will issue a permit for tobacco sales to all retailers 

who sell cigarettes or other tobacco products for each location at which tobacco products are sold. 

 

 After receiving the permit, the merchant will receive signage that states ñSales of cigarettes or any tobacco 

product to persons under age eighteen (18) is illegal, M.G.L, Chapter 270, Sections 6 and 7.ò  Any merchant 

not posting said signage will be in non-compliance of this regulation and subject to penalties per Section VII, 

B, of the regulation. 

 

 All tobacco permits will be renewed annually no later than January 1
st
 of each year. 

 

 The term of the permit shall be one (1) year if the licensee complies with the provisions of this regulation. 

 

 The fee for the annual tobacco sales permit is twenty dollars ($20.00) for each tobacco retail location.  After 

thirty (30) days a late fee of an additional twenty dollars ($20.00) will be added to the permit fee. 

 

 A permit for tobacco sales is non-transferable.  A new permit will be issued to a tobacco retailer who changes 

locations and has shown compliance pertaining to the provisions of this regulation. 

 

E. VENDING MACHINES  

 

 After August 1, 1996, cigarette vending machines or any other mechanical device used in the sale or 

distribution of tobacco products will be prohibited in all locations within the Town of Norwell. 

 

F. OUT OF PACKAGE SALES PROHIBITED  

 

It is contrary to public health to remove and commercially sell single cigarettes from the manufacturerôs package 

which states the federally required health warnings.  Commercial sale and/or distribution of tobacco products in 

any form other than an original factory-wrapped package is prohibited. 

 

G. FREE DISTRIBUTION/FREE SAMPLES PROHIBITED  

 

No person or commercial entity shall distribute or furnish without charge, or cause to be furnished or distributed 

without charge, cigarettes or other tobacco products in any public place or any event open to the public. 
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H. SELF-SERVICE DISPLAYS 

 

After July 1, 1997, self-service displays of all tobacco products are prohibited in the Town of Norwell. 

 

I.  SALES BY EMPLOYEES 

 

No person or commercial entity selling tobacco products shall allow any employee to sell cigarettes or other 

tobacco products until such employee reads the Norwell Health Departmentôs regulations and state laws 

regarding the sale of tobacco and signs a sworn statement, a copy of which will be placed on file in the office of 

the employer, that he/she understands and will uphold the regulations. 

 

J. PENALTIES, FINES, SUSPENSION AND/OR REVOCATION OF PERMIT FOR SECTIONS C, D, E,   

F, G, H. AND I 

 

Violations of this regulation, Sections  C, D, E,F, G, H, and I, and penalties listed may be subject to the non-

criminal disposition statute, M.G.L, Chapter 40, Section 21D. 

 

It shall be the responsibility of the permit holder and/or individual in charge of the area where tobacco products 

are being sold to ensure compliance with all sections of this regulation pertaining to their place of business.  The 

permit holder and/or individual in charge of the area permitted for tobacco sales, or other persons in violation of 

any of the provisions of this regulation shall be subject to: 

 

 In the case of any violation of Sections C, D, E, F. G, H, or I, the permit holder and/or individual in charge of 

the area permitted for tobacco sales, or other persons in violation of the provisions of the above named 

sections of this regulation shall receive a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00) per section violated and/or a 

written warning.  

 

 In the case of a second violation within one (1) year, the permit holder and/or individual in charge of the 

area permitted for tobacco sales, or other persons in violation of the provisions of this regulation shall 

receive a fine of two hundred dollars ($200.00) per violation and/or the permit may be suspended for not less 

than one (1) business day or not more than seven (7) consecutive business days. 

 

 In the case of three or more violations within one (1) year, the permit holder and/or individual in charge of 

the area permitted for tobacco sales, or other persons in violation of the provisions of this regulation shall 

receive a fine of three hundred dollars ($300.00) per violation and/or the permit may be suspended not less 

than seven (7) consecutive business days or not more than thirty (3) consecutive calendar days from the date 

of suspension. 

 

 Whenever there is a suspension of the tobacco permit, all tobacco products must be 

removed from the premises during the period of suspension.  Sale of tobacco products during 

time of suspension period shall result in a three hundred dollar ($300.00) fine.  Each day will 

be considered a separate offense. 

 

SECTION III   ENFORCEMENT  

 

Enforcement of this regulation shall be implemented by the Town of Norwell Board of Health 

or its designated agent(s). 

 

Any citizen who desires to register a complaint of non-compliance under this Chapter may do so 

in writing to the Town of Norwell Board of Health or its designated agent(s). 

 

Any owner, manager, operator, employee or individual may inform person(s) violating this 

regulation of the appropriate provisions, thereof. 
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SECTION V OTHER APPLICABLE LAWS  

 

These regulations shall not be interpreted or construed to permit smoking where it is otherwise 

restricted by other applicable health, safety or fire codes, regulations or statutes. 

 

SECTION VI  PUBLIC EDUCATION  

 

The Board of Health shall engage in a continuing program to explain and clarify the purposes 

and requirements of the regulations to citizens affected by it, and to guide owners, operators 

and managers in their compliance with it.  Such program may include publication of a brochure 

for affected businesses and individuals explaining the provisions of this regulation.  The Board 

of Health shall respond to any requests from tobacco retailers for assistance in training sales 

personnel. 

 

SECTION VII  SEVERABILITY  

 

If any provision, clause, sentence or paragraph of this Article or the application thereof to any 

person or circumstances shall be held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the other 

provisions of this article which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, 

and to this end the provisions of this article are declared to be severable. 

 

 

ARTICL E XVI  

REMOVAL OF SOIL, LOAM, SAND OR GRAVEL  

 

SECTION 1.  The removal of soil, loam, sand or gravel from land located within the Residential and 

Conservation Districts, as defined in the Norwell Zoning By-Law, as  from time to time amended, 

except as otherwise provided by law and except for Town use with the approval of the Board of 

Selectmen, is expressly prohibited. 

 

SECTION 2.   If the removal of soil, loam, sand or gravel from land located within the Residential and 

Conservation Districts, as defined in the Norwell Zoning By-Law, as from time to time amended, is 

authorized or provided by law, such removal shall be subject to the standards, procedures and 

requirements set forth in Section 4 hereof. 

 

SECTION 3.  The removal of soil, loam, sand or gravel from land located within the Business 

Districts, as defined in the Norwell Zoning By-Laws, as from time to time amended, may be allowed 

by the issuance of a permit by the Board of Selectmen, subject, however, to the standards, procedures 

and requirements set forth in Section 4 hereof. 

 

SECTION 4 

     A. No soil, loam, sand or gravel shall be removed from any land within the Town of Norwell 

without a removal permit issued by the Board of Selectmen.  Written application for a permit must be 

made to the Board of Selectmen upon a form approved by them and the payment of a reasonable filing 

fee established by them.  An original and three copies of a topographical survey plan, with a scale of 

not less than eighty (80) feet to one (1) inch, by a Registered Land Surveyor, must be submitted with 

each application.  The plan must contain the following: 

 

        (a) Original plot plan with property boundaries and topographical contours at  5-foot 

            intervals. 

        (b) Contours of all areas restored from previous removals. 

 

        (c) Contours of all existing unrestored areas at time of application for removal permit. 

 

        (d) Contour of removals under last permit (a portion of "c"). 
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        (e) Contour of application removal area in 1-foot interval. 

 

        (f) Water table in application for removal area. 

 

     B. The Board of Selectmen shall fix a reasonable time for a hearing upon such application and shall 

cause the notice of the time and place of such hearing thereof and of the subject matter, sufficient for 

identification, to be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the town once in each of two 

successive weeks, the first publication to be not less than fourteen days before the day of the hearing 

and shall also send notice by mail, postage prepaid, to the petitioner and to the owners of all property 

deemed by the Board to be affected thereby, as they appear on the most recent local tax list, and to the 

Board of Health, the Water Commissioners, and Planning Board of the Town.  At the hearing any 

party whether entitled to notice thereof or not may appear in person or by agent or by attorney. 

 

     C. The Board of Selectmen may issue a permit for the removal of soil, loam, sand or gravel in those 

areas of the Town hereinbefore authorized, provided: 

 

        1. That such removal will not adversely affect the water table of the natural or 

            engineered drainage in the Town; 

 

        2. That such removal will not create a waste area within the Town; 

 

        3. That such removal will not create unreasonable noise, dust, fumes or other effects which 

           are detrimental to the Public Health or Public Welfare; and 

 

        4. That such removal will not create an area which is different in topography from 

           surrounding properties. 

 

     D. The Board of Selectmen shall adopt Rules and Regulations not inconsistent with the provisions 

of the By-Law for conducting its business and otherwise carrying out the purposes of this By-Law. 

 

     E. The Board of Selectmen shall require a suitable restoration and performance bond from the 

applicant before any permit is issued hereunder. 

 

SECTION 5.  The requirements of this By-Law shall not apply to the following: 

 

     A. The excavation and removal of soil, loam, sand or gravel when required for the purpose of 

constructing foundations for buildings or other structures allowable under the Zoning By-Law, 

including service drives or roadways, as from time to time amended, for which building permits have 

been properly issued. 

 

     B. The excavation and removal of soil, loam, sand or gravel when required in order to construct a 

road over the location from which such removal is made, in an approved subdivision in accordance 

with location lines and grades approved by the Planning Board. 

 

SECTION 6.  The penalty for the violation of this By-Law, or the removal of any soil, loam, sand or 

gravel within the Town of Norwell without a permit hereunder, except as hereinbefore provided, shall 

be as follows: 

 

     (a) for the first offense, fifty dollars ($50.00). 

 

     (b) for the second offense, one hundred dollars ($100.00) 

 

     (c) for each subsequent offense, two hundred dollars ($200.00); and 

 

     (d) each unit of removal, used to remove soil, loam, or gravel such as a truck load of 

         any size, from the original site constitutes a separate offense under this By-Law. 
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SECTION 7.  The invalidity of any section or part of this By-Law shall not affect the validity of any 

section or part hereof otherwise valid. 

 

 

ARTICLE XVI -a 

WETLANDS PROTECTION  
 

(Amended ATM 5/13/2002 ï Article No. 20)  

 

SECTION 1.  This article is adopted under authority of Section 6, Article 89 of the Amendments 

to the Massachusetts Constitution, known as the Home Rule Amendment, and General Laws 

Chapter 40, Section 21.  The purpose or this Bylaw is to protect the floodplains, wetlands and 

related water resources, riverfront areas and adjoining land areas of the Town of Norwell by 

controlling any activities in or near wetlands and riverfront areas deemed to have a significant 

effect upon wetland values, including, but not limited to, the following:  public or private water 

supply, groundwater and ground water quality, flood control, sedimentation and erosion 

control, storm damage prevention, water pollution prevention, wildlife and wildlife habitats, 

recreation, aesthetics, fisheries, fish and shellfish habitats, rare plant and animal species, and 

riverfront areas. 

 

SECTION 2:   

 

A. Except as permitted by the Norwell Conservation Commission (ñConservation Commissionò) or as 

otherwise provided in this Bylaw, no person shall remove, fill, dredge, alter or build upon or within one 

hundred (100ô) feet of any bank, fresh water wetland, including without limitation, isolated vegetated 

wetlands, flat, marsh, meadow, bog, swamp, creek, river, stream, pond or lake, any land under said waters, 

any land subject to flooding or inundation by groundwater, surface water or tidal action other than in the 

course of maintaining, repairing or replacing, but not substantially changing or enlarging an existing and 

lawfully located structure or facility used in the service of the public and used to provide electric, gas, 

water, sanitary sewer, storm drainage, public roadway, telephone, telegraph, and other telecommunication 

services, without filing written Notice of this intention to so remove, fill, dredge, alter or build upon or 

within one hundred (100ô) feet of said wetland resources and without receiving and complying with an 

Order of Conditions and provided all appeal periods have elapsed.  Such Notice shall be sent by certified 

mail to the Norwell Conservation Commission, including such plans as may be necessary to describe such 

proposed activity and its effect on the environment. 

 

B.  Except as authorized by the Norwell Conservation Commission, no activity or alteration shall be permitted 

within a fifty (50ô) foot buffer strip (ñbuffer stripò) between any wetland resource area, bordering 

vegetated wetland, and/or isolated vegetated  wetland and any proposed site disturbance.  Prohibited 

activities shall include, but are not limited to, the following:  (1)  new construction of any buildings, sheds, 

and/or driveways of any nature and type (excepting water dependent structures expressly approved by the 

Commission);  (2)  alteration, reconstruction or relocation of existing buildings, sheds and/or driveways of 

any nature or type; and  (3)  activities which involve or result in the removal, filling or altering of land 

within the buffer strip.  Nothing herein shall preclude the maintenance of an existing structure located 

within the buffer strip.  The Conservation Commission may allow the prohibited activities upon an express 

determination that the applicant has made a clear and convincing showing that the proposed work in the 

buffer strip and its natural and consequential impacts and effects will not adversely affect the wetland 

values of this Bylaw.  

 

SECTION 3.    Any person desiring to know whether or not a proposed activity or an area is subject to this 

Bylaw may request a determination from the Conservation Commission in writing .  The Conservation 

Commission shall issue its determination, in writing, within twenty-one (21) days from the receipt of such 

request.  The Commission, its agent, officers and employers, may enter upon the land upon which the proposed 
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work is to be done in response to a request for a prior determination or for the purpose of carrying out its 
duties under this Bylaw and may make or cause to be made such examination or survey as deemed necessary. 

 

SECTION 4.    The same Notice of Intent, plans and specifications required to be filed by an applicant under 

Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 131, Section 40, will be accepted as fulfilling the filing requirements of the 

Bylaw.  Within twenty -one (21) days after receiving a Notice of Intent, the Conservation Commission shall hold a 

public hearing on the proposed activity.  Notice of the date, time and place of said hearing shall be given by the 

Commission at the expense of the applicant not less than five (5) days prior to such hearing by publication in a 

newspaper of general circulation in the Town and by mailing a notice to the applicant by mail.  The applicant 

may be present at said hearing and may be represented by counsel and shall be entitled to present evidence, call 

witnesses, and question any witnesses appearing at the hearing.  The Commission shall make and keep a record 

of its proceedings and, upon request, shall furnish copies at reasonable cost.  Said hearing shall be conducted 

simultaneously with the public hearing required to be held under the provisions of said Chapter 131, Section 40, 

and in conformity with said regulations promulgated by the Department of Environmental Protection. 

 

SECTION 5.  Unless otherwise set forth in a regulation hereinafter adopted by the Conservation Commission, 

the term set forth herein shall have the following meanings.  The term ñapplicantò, as used in the Bylaw, shall 

mean the person giving notice of intention to remove, fill, dredge, or alter wetlands or to perform any regulated 

activity within the area of jurisdiction defined by the Bylaw.  The term ñpersonò as used in this Bylaw, shall 

include any individual, group of individuals, association, partnership, corporation, company, business 

organization, trust, estate, the Commonwealth, or any political subdivision of the Commonwealth, administrative 

agency, public or quasi-public corporation or body, or any other legal entity or its legal representative, agents, or 

assigns. 

 

SECTION 6:    The Conservation Commission is empowered to deny permission for any removal, dredging, 

filling, or altering of subject lands within the Town if, in its judgment, such denial is necessary for the protection 

of public or private water supply, groundwater, flood control, storm damage prevention, and the prevention of 

pollution or any of the wetland values protected hereunder.  Due consideration shall be given to possible effects 

of the proposal on all values to be protected under this Bylaw. 

 

Section 7:    The Conservation Commission may, as an alternative to a denial, impose such conditions, as it deems 

necessary to contribute to the protection and preservation of the subject lands in accordance with the purpose of 

this Bylaw.  An order of conditions issued under this Bylaw may be identical to such an order issued by the 

Norwell Conservation Commission under the provisions of M.G.L. c 131, sec. 40. 

 

SECTION 8:    The Notice required by Section 2 of this Bylaw shall not apply to emergency projects necessary 

for the protection of the health and safety of the citizens of Norwell and to be performed or, ordered to be 

performed, by an administrative agency of the Commonwealth or by the Town.  Emergency projects shall mean 

any projects certified to be an emergency by the Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection 

and Conservation Commission if this Bylaw and Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 131, Section 40, as 

amended, are both applicable or by the Conservation Commission if only the Bylaw is applicable.  In no case 

shall any removal, filling, dredging or altering authorized by such certification extend beyond the time necessary 

to abate the emergency. 

 

The provisions of this Bylaw shall not apply to any mosquito control work done under the provisions of clause 

thirty -six (36) of section five of Chapter 40, or Chapter two hundred and fifty-two (252) or to work performed 

for normal maintenance or improvement of lands in agricultural use as of the effective date of this Bylaw. 

 

SECTION 9:    The Conservation Commission is authorized to establish filing fees to defray costs incurred in 

conducting hearings under the Wetlands Protection Bylaw and to adopt rules and regulations regarding the 

establishment and collection of such fees.  Such rules and regulations may be adopted, or amended at any 

regularly scheduled meeting of the Conservation Commission subject to the approval of the Board of Selectmen.  

Upon such approval they shall be published once in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town, shall 

thereafter be posted for seven consecutive days in five conspicuous places, and shall become effective upon the 

expiration of  said seven (7) days. 

 

SECTION 10:    In addition to the fees authorized by Section 9, Notices of Intent filed for business, commercial, 

industrial and/or  subdivision projects shall reimburse the Town for certain costs incurred by the Town in 




